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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

 

Potter, Edward Thomas 
1896 WI – 1990 AZ 
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Edward Thomas Potter – “Arizona Republic” (Phoenix AZ) 15 Dec 1985 p 30 (pages B1 & B6 in paper 

itself) 
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“Arizona Republic” (Phoenix AZ) Sunday 15 Dec 1985 p 30 (pages BA & B6 in paper itself) - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/120185187 

 
Book excerpt: 

 
Cobb wrote: “So quiet were we that I jumped when right at my elbow a low, steady voice spoke. 
Turning my head I could make out the speaker was one of the younger American officers. 
 
"’If what I heard before we sailed is true,’ he said, ‘my brother is in the outfit on that boat yonder. 
Well, if they get him it will only add a little more interest to the debt I already owe those damned 
Germans.’ "  

 
Lieutenant Robert Potter, who was aboard the Baltic, did comment to Cobb that he (Robert) 
thought his brother, Edward Thomas Potter, was on the Tuscania, according to Edward’s daughter 
Betty J. Thompson. It is likely that this conversation was the one reported by Cobb in his article, as 
Robert’s brother Edward was indeed on the Tuscania. Edward leaves the sinking ship with only 
three things: the suit of long underwear he was wearing, his lifebelt – and the Bible his aunt Lydia 
had given him on his farewell visit to her. 

 
From Marilyn C. Gahm’s “The Sinking of the Tuscania” – pages 106-107 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/120185187
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Apparently baptized Stewart Edward Potter on 9 Nov 1898 – 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1114212:2544 
 

 
Death notice – “Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Wednesday 27 Jun 1990 p 26 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1114212:2544
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MS-W36R-

R?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWSYV-453Z 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MS-W36R-R?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWSYV-453Z
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MS-W36R-R?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWSYV-453Z
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Obituary of Edward Thomas Potter – “Winona (MN) Daily News” Tuesday 22 May 1930 p 4 
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“Winona (MN) Daily News” Tuesday 15 Jul 1947 p 8 

 

 
Edward’s sister Ruth is acting president of Defiance College in Ohio while her husband Kevin 

McCann is a special assistant to President Richard Nixon at the White House - “Winona (MN) Daily 
News” Wednesday 7 Nov 1956 p 16 
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Wife: 
 

 
Obituary of wife Mayme Selma Kratwell Potter – “Arizona Republic” (Phoenix AZ) Thursday 4 Mar 

1976 p 15 
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“Winona (MN) Daily News” Thursday 11 Mar 1976 p 11 
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Obituary of wife Mayme Selma Kratwell Potter – “Lancaster (OH) Eagle-Gazette” Saturday 13 Mar 

1976 p 11 
 

Children: 
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Wedding of daughter Betty Jane Potter to Frederick S. Thompson on 19 Apr 1945 in San Antonio, 

Bexar TX – “Winona (MN) Daily News” Saturday 28 Apr 1945 p 5 
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Engagement – “Winona (MN) Daily News” Thursday 29 Mar 1945 p 4 
 

 
https://www.facebook.com/betty.j.thompson (7 Jul 2022) 

 

https://www.facebook.com/betty.j.thompson%20(7
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Obituary of son William Eugene Potter (1925-2010) – “Indian River Press” (Vero Beach FL) – 

Saturday 1 May 2010 p 14 
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Father: 
 

 
Obituary of father William Henry Potter – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Friday 29 Jul 1910 p 8 
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Edward’s father William “denies that he is dead” – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Wednesday 

27 Jul 1910 p 5  
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The erroneous obituary – William Potter died 28 Jul 1910, not 24 Jul 1910 – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-
Telegram” Tuesday 26 Jul 1910 p 5 

 
 

         
 

Mother: 
 

 
Obituary of mother Helen Jane Hayes Potter Love Hazen - “Lancaster (OH) Eagle-Gazette” 

Friday 11 Jul 1947 p 2 
 

 
“Winona (MN) Republican-Herald” Tuesday 15 Jul 1947 p 3 
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Goodview Food Mart co-owned by Edward Thomas Potter & daughter Betty Jane Potter Thompson – 

“Winona (MN) Republican-Herald” Saturday 29 Oct 1949 p 2 
 
 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of brother Albert Charles Potter (1889-1955) – “Tacoma (WA) News Tribune” Friday 23 Sep 

1955 p 26 
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Obituaries of sister Eva Mae Potter Soli (1891-1992) – 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-99VR-
ZZL3?i=570&cc=2215693&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQGPY-Z58J 
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Brother Robert F. Potter (1894-1967) – the Army officer aboard “Baltic” in the same convoy as 
Edward on “Tuscania” who commented to journalist Irwin Cobb and whose quote was published in 

the “Saturday Evening Post” of WHAT -  https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/35534614/person/18824603303/media/6cdd5921-b551-49ec-b242-e8244f245d0e 

 

 
Obituary of brother Robert F. Potter – “Salem (OR) Capital-Journal” Thursday 16 Feb 1967 p 13 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/35534614/person/18824603303/media/6cdd5921-b551-49ec-b242-e8244f245d0e
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/35534614/person/18824603303/media/6cdd5921-b551-49ec-b242-e8244f245d0e
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Sister Christina Ruth Potter Andrews McCann (1898-1998) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/35534614/person/19437220700/media/a35e4ab4-ce21-44d3-bfd9-b8aeb5f520a9 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/35534614/person/19437220700/media/a35e4ab4-ce21-44d3-bfd9-b8aeb5f520a9
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/35534614/person/19437220700/media/a35e4ab4-ce21-44d3-bfd9-b8aeb5f520a9
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Christina Ruth Potter Andrews McCann with husband, Dr. Kevin Coyle McCann – Find A Grave 
134751566 



24 
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2nd marriage of sister Christine Ruth Potter Andrews (1898-1998), to Kevin McCann on 28 Mar 1942 

L’Anse, Baraga MI - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342259-

03115?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1505332768 
 

 
Obituary of sister Christina Ruth Potter Andrews McCann - “Arizona Republic” (Phoenix AZ) 

Thursday 2 Jul 1998 p 41 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342259-03115?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1505332768
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342259-03115?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1505332768
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“Life” magazine features Edward’s brother-in-law Kevin McCann – “Winona (MN) Daily News” 

Wednesday 3 May 1950 p 13 
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IL death record of brother Roy William Potter (1900-1939) - ncestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1534883:2542?tid=172013331&pid=312231137842&queryId=ffe676a765e8238b338
00c216d448633&_phsrc=hFB45779&_phstart=successSource  

 



28 
 

 

 
Obituary of brother Roy William Potter – “Chicago Tribune” Tuesday 9 May 1939 p 25 
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Obituary of brother Marion Oscar Potter (1902-1978) – “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Friday 13 Oct 

1978 p 11 
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Marriage of brother Marion Oscar Potter (1904-1975) to Florence Spellman 12 Feb 1929 – “Neenah 

(WI) News-Record” Wednesday 13 Feb 1929 p 3 
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Obituary of brother Eugene Herman Potter (1907-1971) – “Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” Thursday 16 

Sep 1971 p 16 
 
 

Name:  Edward Thomas Potter 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. F – private 1st class  
Serial number: 251,308 
Entered service from:  Owen, Clark WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  as Edward Potter (Fold3, p. 366) & Edward T. Potter (p. 563) 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. J.D. Love, Owen WI 
Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Edward T. Potter 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Helen Love, Owen WI (PFC, Co. F, 107th Supply 
Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
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National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 1955 WI Survivors: 615 Durkett Ave., Jackson 
TN 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Edward Thomas Potter - b. 16 Jun 1896 Stanley WI; 
res: Goodview Rd., Winona #1, Winona MN. NOK Maym Potter, 328 E. Smith St., Milwaukee 
WI. Employed at Filer & Stowell, E. Beecher St., Milwaukee WI. “crippled fingers on left 
hand” - Height: 5’9” – 155 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Jul 1917 
Discharged:  29 May 1919 
Address:  802 Miner Ave., Ladysmith WI 
Rank/unit:    private 1st class, Co. F, 107th Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 16 Jun 1896 Chippewa Co. WI  
Died: 11 May 1990 Sun City, Maricopa AZ     
Find A Grave record: 217790964 (BillionGraves 24502169) 
Burial location:  Marathon, Wausau WI 
Cemetery:  Restlawn Memorial Park 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  William Henry Potter, Jul 1852 Canada (Quebec?) – 28 Jul 1910 Eau Claire, Eau 
Claire Wi. Son of Thomas Potter & Margaret E. Churchill. Buried in Oakland Cemetery, 
Stanley, Chippewa WI. 
Find A Grave:  172774136 
 
Mother: Helen Jane Hayes Potter Love Hazen, 24 Feb 1871 St. Johns, New Brunswick, 
Canada – 11 Jul 1947 Lancaster, Fairfield OH. Daughter of Matthew Patrick Hayes Jr. & 
Sarah Tipping. 
In the 1920 census of Ladysmith. Rusk WI, Helen Jane Love (48 Canada, parents b. 
Canada) lived with husband James D. Love (49 OH, parents b. OH) & James’s stepsons: 
Marcus N. Potter (14 WI), Roy William Potter (20 WI, box factory), Oscar M. Potter (18 WI, 
match factory) & Eugen [sic] Herman, 12 WI.  
In the 1930 census, Helen J. Love (58 Canada), saying she is widowed, lives in Midlothian, 
Cook IL with daughter Ruth C. Andrews (30), Ruth’s husband Roy G. Andrews (28) & their 4 
children.  
After the death of William Potter, Helen married James D. Love, 18 Apr 1871 – 6 Sep 1934, 
Riverside Cemetery, Withee, Clark WI, F: 120885781. According to James Love’s Find A 
Grave record, Edward & several of his siblings attended James’s funeral.  His former wife 
did not.  
Helen then married Wallace Abner Hazen (1864-1941, F: 60004868). Two other wives are 
listed on his Find A Grave record.  
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In the 1940 census for Thorp, Clark WI, Helen Hazen (69 Canada) lives with Wallace A. 
Hazen (75 WI, dairy farmer). He had lived in the same house in 1935; she lived in Clark Co. 
WI then. Helen’s son Robert had been married to Wallace’s daughter, Edna A. Hazen.  
Buried in Oakland Cemetery, Stanley, Chippewa WI. 
Find A Grave:  172774134 
Parents’ marriage:  1889 
 
Spouse: Mayme Selma Kratwell Potter, 5 Nov 1896 Edgar, Marathon WI – 3 Mar 1976 
Phoenix, Maricopa AZ. Daughter of Joseph Kratwell (F: 234319063) & Bertha Schempl (F: 
234319089). Buried in Restlawn Memorial Park, Marathon, Wausau WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  217791004 
Marriage:  1 Sep 1920 Ladysmith, Rusk WI 
 
Children: 

• Betty Jane Potter Thompson, ca. 1923 WI. She reported she was 18 months older than 
brother William. Married on 19 Apr 1945 in San Antonio, Bexar TX to Frederick Sturdy 
Thompson, son of Andrew J. Thompson & Ada E. Macdonald. Frederick was born 2 Mar 
1922 in Kensal, Stutsman ND & died 13 Apr 2003. Betty & Frederick divorced Jun 1972 in 
Orange Co. CA. Frederick then married Marguerite Martha Ekren on 28 Dec 1979 in Clark 
Co. NV. He is buried in the National Memorial Cemetery of Arizona, Phoenix, Maricopa AZ, 
F: 36519197. 

• William Eugene Potter, 1925 Ladysmith, Rusk WI – 26 Apr 2010 Stuart, Martin FL (Treasure 
Coast Hospice Residence).  

 
Siblings:  

• Albert Charles Potter, 12 Dec 1890 Porter’s Mills, Chippewa WI [online sources say this is in 
Eau Claire Co. WI]– 21 Sep 1955 Tacoma, Pierce WA. SSN 701-09-0271. Husband of 
Genevieve Gretchen Stilts (1894 WI – 1981 WI, F: 108555329), daughter of Bernard E. Shilts 
& Regina S. Deutsch. Buried in Mountain View Memorial Park, Lakewood, Pierce WA. F: 
108555265 

• Eva M. Potter Soli (Soil/Solie), 6 Apr 1892 Porters Mills, Chippewa Wi [online sources say 
this in Eau Claire Co. WI] – 1 Jun 1992 L’Anse, Baraga MI. SSN 377-50-9065. Married ca. 
1913 in WI to Gustave Adolphe Solie/Soli/Soil (1892-1965). Their children use the surname 
Soli; her obituary uses Soli.  

• Robert F. Potter, 16 Jan 1894 Porter Mills, Chippewa Co. WI [online sources say Porter’s 
Mills is in Eau Claire Co. WI} – 14 Feb 1967 Silverton, Marion OR. Married to Edna A. Hazen 
(1896-1972) & by the time he registers for the WWI draft, they have 2 children. One (Juanita) 
was born in 1914. Robert’s mother Helen will marry, as her 3rd husband, Edna’s father, 
Wallace Abner Hazen. Serves as a 1st lieutenant in the 148th Field Artillery, 32nd Division, and 
while aboard the “Baltic” – in the same convoy as his brother Edward on “Tuscania” – 
Robert tells noted journalist Irwin S. Cobb that Edward is on board, and the conversation is 
quoted in the “Saturday Evening Post” of 9 March 1918. – Marries after 1930 to Gertrude 
Irene Kells (1898-1986). Buried in Willamette National Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah OR. 
F: 3924641 

• Ruth Christina / Christina/Christine Ruth Potter Andrews McCann, 5 Sep 1898 Stanley, 
Chippewa WI – 30 Jun 1998 Phoenix, Maricopa AZ. – Married Royer Gardner Andrews, with 
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whom she had 4 children. Royer’s middle name is listed as Gardner on a son’s marriage 
license. Ancestry.com also lists as Gilbert. He was supposedly 21 years old, a resident of 
South Bend IN, b. WI, printer, son of James Andrews, mother’s maiden name Royer, when 
he married Ruth Potter, 21, b. WI, resident of Chicago IL, on 17 Nov 1919 in Niles, Berrien MI 
with officiant pastor Harry T. Scherer. He seems likely to be younger. Royer Gardner 
Andrews gives a birthdate of 17 Nov 1901, born Curtiss WI, on his WWI draft card. Might he 
be the Roy G. Andrews buried in St. Benedict Catholic Cemetery, Crestwood, Cook IL, F: 
182667497, died 1962? – Ruth then marries on 28 Mar 1982 in L'Anse, Baraga MI. Dr. Kevin 
Coyle McCann (1904 Ireland – 1981 AZ, F: 134751484). They are buried in Riverside 
Cemetery, Defiance, Defiance OH. F: 134751566 

• Roy William Potter, 1 Mar 1900 Stanley, Chippewa WI – 7 May 1939 Midlothian, Cook IL. 
Died of a heart attack. Married to Louise M. Pelot (1903-1985, F: 228518750); their 2 
children are born in 1923 & 1927. In 1942, Louise marries Earl (“Pops”) Lieder (1892-1960, 
F: 88319494)  – Buried in St. Benedict Catholic Cemetery, Crestwood, Cook IL. F: 
181430698 

• Marion Oscar Potter, 18 Dec 1902 Stanley, Chippewa WI – 12 Oct 1978 Withee, Clark WI. 
SSN 393-10-1809. Also found as Oscar Marion. – Married Florence Spellman, daughter of 
M.J. Spellman, on 11 or 12 Feb 1919 in Neenah-Menasha WI. - Married 18 Nov 1920 to 
Ladysmith, Rusk WI to Agnes Anna Scheel (1899-1978, F: 111142061).  – Anna died 13 Dec 
1978 & Marion died 12 Oct 1978. Marion is buried in Riverside Cemetery, Withee, Clark WI. 
F: 111142146. 

• Eugene Herman Potter, 27 Apr 1907 Chippewa Co. WI – 8 Sep 1971 Phelps, Vilas WI, in the 
Northwoods Hospital, listed in WI death index]. Married 30 Aug 1925 to Donna Marcella 
Hanson (1906-1999, F:P 130654835), daughter of Helmer Gustav Hanson & Elise G. 
Kittleson. Buried in Evergreen Cemetery, Ewen, Ontonagon MI. F: 130654793 

 
Notes:  
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/35534614/person/19437220707/facts 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 – among WI survivors: Edward 
Potter, Owen WI. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Arizona Republic" [Phoenix AZ] 15 Dec 1985 p 30 – photo - Potter finds himself at a lifeboat drill on 
a cruise ship off Hawaii 67 years to the day (5 Feb 1965), Confirms the Tuscania story that journalist 
Cobb was speaking to his brother on the "Baltic." Saw Tuscania sink, claims to have floated for 
hours in lifebelt [maximum time in water before death would have been 3 hours], his replacement 
uniform was that of an Irish Home Guard general.   
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Social Security number: 471-10-6464 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Stanley, Chippewa WI – Oak St. 
William Potter, 43 Canada, Jul 1856, father b. Scotland, mother b. England, married 11 
years, emigrated 1882, in US for 18 years, naturalized, carpenter 
Helen, 28 Canada, Feb 1872, parents b. Canada, no information given for immigration, 
gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Albert C., 10 WI, Dec 1889, at school 
Eva M., 8 WI, Apr 1892 
Robert F., 6 WI, Jan 1894 
Edward D., 3 WI, Jun 1896 
Christine R., 1 WI, Sep 1898 
 
1910 Stanley, Chippewa WI – conducted 30 Apr 1930 – father William died 28 Jul 1910 
William H. Potter, 57 Canada, parents b. England, married 21 years, in 1st marriage, 
carpenter, lumber mill 
Helen J., 38 Canada, parents b. Canada, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 9 children, 9 are living 
Albert C., 20 WI, carpenter, lumber mill 
Eva M., 18 WI 
Robert F., 16 WI, teamster, lumber mill 
Edward T., 14 WI 
Christena R., 12 WI 
Roy W., 9 WI 
Oscar M., 7 WI 
Marcus N., 5 WI 
Eugene H., 2 WI 
 
1920 Stanley, Chippewa WI  
Edward Potter, 24 WI, parents b. Canada, single, cutter, baggage company, nephew of: 
Ernest Henning (35 WI, cattle dealer) & Maude Henning (35 WI, parents b. Canada) – their 2 
sons, daughter, servant & lodger are also in the household 
 
1930 Winona, Winona MN – 960 W. Broadway 
Edward Potter, 33 WI, father b. US, mother b. WI, age 24 at 1st marriage, chief engineer, 
fiber mills, WWI veteran 
Maym, 33 WI, father b. US, mother b. Germany, age 23 at 1st marriage 
Betty J., 6 WI 
Billy, 4 WI [this entry is linked on Ancestry.com records. The first 3 names are on one page 
& the next entry on the top of the next page is NOT Billy.] 
 
1940 Winona, Winona MN – on Rural Route 2, Highway 61 – in 1935 in Winona, Winona MN 
Edward T. Potter, 42 WI, truck engineer 
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Mame, 42 WI 
Betty Jane, 16 WI 
Billy, 14 Wi 
 
1950 Jackson, Madison TN – 1441B Highland 
Edward T. Potter, 53 WI, mechanical engineer, wholesale battery co. 
Mayme K., 53 WI, proprietor, retail grocery 
 


