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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

Pope, William Marlon (Sr.) 
1898 MS – 1976 MS 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/358044:61257 

Note military serial number 250202 - 
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MS, WWI military record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/40743:61960?tid=157810286&pid=102068797792&queryId=7caf30cad2c8a
c5329c9559dbd24c1dd&_phsrc=hFB45664&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WS8D-L1N2 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WS8D-L1N2
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Listed with the incorrect middle initial of N – “Biloxi (MS) Sun Herald” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Tuscania survivors hospitalized in Ireland – “Natchez (MS) Democrat” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 

p 6 
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With incorrect middle initial of N – “Alexandria (LA) Town Talk” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Columbian-Progress” (Columbia MS) Thursday 29 Jun 1961 p 9 

 
Wife: 

 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342249-

00186?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=4ae7430945b49bc620d856dfb0dab996&usePUB=tru
e&_phsrc=hFB45657&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2774274 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342249-00186?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=4ae7430945b49bc620d856dfb0dab996&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB45657&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2774274
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342249-00186?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=4ae7430945b49bc620d856dfb0dab996&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB45657&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2774274
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342249-00186?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=4ae7430945b49bc620d856dfb0dab996&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB45657&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2774274
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Obituary of wife Dorothy Alice Milburn Pope – “Tacoma (WA) News Tribune” Tuesday 20 Aug 1996 p 

12 
 
 

Children: 
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Obituary of son William Marion Pope Jr. (1930-2008) 
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/tribnet/name/william-pope-obituary?id=18972502 – the 

photo accompanied the print version found in the “Tacoma (WA) News Tribune” Sunday 4 Jan 2009 
p B4 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/675591060/?article=c95c9533-1ca1-4f59-899c-

a805e82864f2 
 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/tribnet/name/william-pope-obituary?id=18972502
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Marriage of William Marlon Pope Jr. on 7 Aug 1953 to Shirley Ann Howard – “Corpus Christi (TX) 

Caller” Sunday 19 Jul 1953 p 34 
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Summary of obituary of son Robert Wesley Pope Sr. (1933-2008) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/17818643:7545?ssrc=pt&tid=157810286&pid=102068798160 

 
Father: 
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Father William Winston Pope - https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Pope-1454 
 

 

 
“McComb (MS) City Enterprise” Thursday 13 Apr 1899 p 1 

 
 
 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Pope-1454


18 
 

 

 
“Magnolia (MS) Gazette” Saturday 23 Jan 1892 p 3 

 

  
From the “Magazine of Business” volume 23 (1913) - 

https://books.google.com/books?id=2NXNAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA425&lpg=PA425&dq=%22po
pe+side+harrow%22&source=bl&ots=Lqpl2UpF4Y&sig=ACfU3U2ZR_OMZ-

AAeDua0jq5kZd_3uZ7yg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwje_oe5gOT4AhXSIkQIHdMWDj4Q6AF
6BAgDEAM#v=onepage&q=%22pope%20side%20harrow%22&f=false 

 

https://books.google.com/books?id=2NXNAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA425&lpg=PA425&dq=%22pope+side+harrow%22&source=bl&ots=Lqpl2UpF4Y&sig=ACfU3U2ZR_OMZ-AAeDua0jq5kZd_3uZ7yg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwje_oe5gOT4AhXSIkQIHdMWDj4Q6AF6BAgDEAM#v=onepage&q=%22pope%20side%20harrow%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=2NXNAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA425&lpg=PA425&dq=%22pope+side+harrow%22&source=bl&ots=Lqpl2UpF4Y&sig=ACfU3U2ZR_OMZ-AAeDua0jq5kZd_3uZ7yg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwje_oe5gOT4AhXSIkQIHdMWDj4Q6AF6BAgDEAM#v=onepage&q=%22pope%20side%20harrow%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=2NXNAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA425&lpg=PA425&dq=%22pope+side+harrow%22&source=bl&ots=Lqpl2UpF4Y&sig=ACfU3U2ZR_OMZ-AAeDua0jq5kZd_3uZ7yg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwje_oe5gOT4AhXSIkQIHdMWDj4Q6AF6BAgDEAM#v=onepage&q=%22pope%20side%20harrow%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=2NXNAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA425&lpg=PA425&dq=%22pope+side+harrow%22&source=bl&ots=Lqpl2UpF4Y&sig=ACfU3U2ZR_OMZ-AAeDua0jq5kZd_3uZ7yg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwje_oe5gOT4AhXSIkQIHdMWDj4Q6AF6BAgDEAM#v=onepage&q=%22pope%20side%20harrow%22&f=false
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One of many images found online by Googling “Pope side harrow” – “New Farmer” 

(Winona MS) 14 May 1890 
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Excerpts from the National Register of Historic Places - 
https://www.apps.mdah.ms.gov/nom/prop/11666.pdf 

 
 
 

https://www.apps.mdah.ms.gov/nom/prop/11666.pdf
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Pope side harrow – patent #371,276, granted 11 Oct 1887 - 
https://patentimages.storage.googleapis.com/a5/a0/2c/3d5a40b1cce274/US371275.pdf 

 

https://patentimages.storage.googleapis.com/a5/a0/2c/3d5a40b1cce274/US371275.pdf
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Patent dispute – page 1198 & others - 

https://books.google.com/books?id=jnxIAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA1200&lpg=PA1200&dq=patent+
%22william+winston+pope%22&source=bl&ots=dSw2h3KyqB&sig=ACfU3U2u8qKj3y-34P-
EFPVswZek88Owdw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiP5NyHguT4AhULJUQIHWGnAn0Q6AF6

BAgDEAM#v=onepage&q=patent%20%22william%20winston%20pope%22&f=false 
 
 

https://books.google.com/books?id=jnxIAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA1200&lpg=PA1200&dq=patent+%22william+winston+pope%22&source=bl&ots=dSw2h3KyqB&sig=ACfU3U2u8qKj3y-34P-EFPVswZek88Owdw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiP5NyHguT4AhULJUQIHWGnAn0Q6AF6BAgDEAM#v=onepage&q=patent%20%22william%20winston%20pope%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=jnxIAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA1200&lpg=PA1200&dq=patent+%22william+winston+pope%22&source=bl&ots=dSw2h3KyqB&sig=ACfU3U2u8qKj3y-34P-EFPVswZek88Owdw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiP5NyHguT4AhULJUQIHWGnAn0Q6AF6BAgDEAM#v=onepage&q=patent%20%22william%20winston%20pope%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=jnxIAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA1200&lpg=PA1200&dq=patent+%22william+winston+pope%22&source=bl&ots=dSw2h3KyqB&sig=ACfU3U2u8qKj3y-34P-EFPVswZek88Owdw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiP5NyHguT4AhULJUQIHWGnAn0Q6AF6BAgDEAM#v=onepage&q=patent%20%22william%20winston%20pope%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=jnxIAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA1200&lpg=PA1200&dq=patent+%22william+winston+pope%22&source=bl&ots=dSw2h3KyqB&sig=ACfU3U2u8qKj3y-34P-EFPVswZek88Owdw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiP5NyHguT4AhULJUQIHWGnAn0Q6AF6BAgDEAM#v=onepage&q=patent%20%22william%20winston%20pope%22&f=false
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“Jackson (MS) Daily News” Sunday 16 Feb 1908 p 4 
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“Official Gazette of the US Patent Office” 31 Aug 1909 p 1078 & 1079 -
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Official_Gazette_of_the_United_States_Pa/jWYbA
QAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=patent+pope+%22stump+burner%22&pg=PA1078&printsec

=frontcover 
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“Jackson (MS) Clarion-Ledger” Tuesday 8 Jan 1929 p 14 

 
 

Siblings: 
 

 
Obituary of brother Jackson Truett Pope (1899-1937) – “Mattoon (IL) Journal Gazette” 

Thursday 1 Jul 1937 p 6 
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Jackson Pope’s MS WWI service card - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/40732:61960 
 

 
Obituary of brother Dudley Calvin Pope (1902-1981) – “McComb (MS) Enterprise-Journal” 

Friday 15 May 1981 p 16 
 

Half-siblings: 
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Half-sister Nellie Leona Pope with husband Burlon Smith - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/179446862/person/402356595741/media/ebe40bd9-042b-

4336-93f3-2785ab5ce1c8?_phsrc=hFB45678&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
http://www.msgw.org/walthall/ 

 

 
https://www.walthallchamber.com/historical-info.html 

http://www.msgw.org/walthall/
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Name:  William Marlon Pope (Sr.) 
Name variations: surname appears as Cope on some survivor lists – also William N. Pope    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 213th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,202 
Entered service from:  Tylertown, Walthall MS 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William N. Pope 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father William M. Pope, Tylertown MS 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: William M. Pope 

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father William N. Pope, Tyler Town MS (pvt, 213th Aero 
Squadron)  

World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as William M. Pope – b. 25 Nov 1897 TylerTown MS; 
res: 20045 Santa Barbara Dr., Detroit, Wayne MI. NOK wife Mrs. Dorothy A. Pope, same 
address. Employed by City of Detroit, Public Lighting Comm., 5425 W. Jefferson, Detroit, 
Wayne MI. “scar on second finger left hand” – Height: 5’9 ½” – 145 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as William MARLEN Pope 
Enlisted:  27 Oct 1917 
Discharged:  19 Jun 1919 
Address:  5724 Lincoln Ave., Detroit MI 
Rank/unit:    private, 213th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  25 Nov 1898 Tylertown, Walthall MS [1897  
Died: 6 Jul 1976 last residence Picayune, Pearl River MS    
Find A Grave record:  93317824 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Tylertown, Walthall MS 
Cemetery:  Tylertown 
Tombstone:  veteran tombstone: Cpl US Army WWI   
 
Father:  William Winston (“Billy”) Pope, 25 Oct 1850 Columbia, Marion MS – 8 Jan 1929 
Magnolia, Pike MS. Son of Jacob Henry Pope & Bethany (Berthana/Bethania) Magee. 
William’s father Jacob fought as a 1st lieutenant for the Confederate States of America in 
the Civil War. 
William’s paternal grandfather, Sampson Pope, was a wealthy slaveowner and his wife 
Esther Barnes (William’s paternal grandmother) was also a wealthy slaveowner in her own 
right.  
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Member of the MS Legislature. Inventor of the Pope side harrow & a stump burner.  
His 1st wife was Ida Eugenia Conerly, 1 Mar 1864 – 19 Oct 1891, whom William married 14 
Oct 1880 in Pike Co. MS. She was the daughter of John M. Conerly & Lucinda Jane 
Lampton. William & Ida’s children are listed below.  Ida is buried in Hollywood Cemetery, 
McComb, Pike MS, F: 107857874 
Buried in Tylertown Cemetery, Tylertown, Walthall MS. 
Find A Grave:  93317801 
 
Mother: Martha Lillie Isabelle (“Belle”) Fortenberry Pope, 10 Apr 1874 Pike Co. MS – 19 Aug 
1906 Pike Co. MS. Daughter of Willis Jackson Fortenberry & Elizabeth Rebecca Pigott. 
Buried in Tylertown Cemetery, Tylertown, Walthall MS. 
Find A Grave:  93317608 
Parents’ marriage:  26 Jan 1893 Pike Co. MS 
 
Spouse: Dorothy Alice Milburn Pope, 16 Jun 1905 Mattoon, Coles IL – 18 Aug 1966 Tacoma, 
Pierce WA. Daughter of Doshur Milburn & Laura Elizabeth Ameter. Surname appears as 
Milbourn on marriage record & as Hilburn in a Ancestry.com family tree. Buried in New 
Tacoma Cemetery, University Place, Pierce WA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  129934540 
Marriage: 29 Jul 1925 Monroe Co. MI 
 
Children: 

• William Marlon (“Bill”) Pope II, 4 Dec 1930 MI – 22 Dec 2008 WA [last residence: Spanaway, 
Pierce WA]. SSN 434-44-6958. William Jr. graduated from Angie (LA) High School in 1948; 
there were 13 graduates. He was valedictorian & received the American Legion award & a 
scholarship from Louisiana State University. (“Bigalusa [LA] Enterprise & American” Friday 
2 Apr 1948 p 8). Married Shirley Ann Hughes 7 Aug 1953. Was married to surviving wife 
Bonnie for 27 years at the time of his death, so married ca. 1981.  

• Robert Wesley Pope, (Sr.) 21 Jan 1933 Detroit, Wayne MI – 27 Mar 2008 McNeill, Pearl River 
MS. Married on 20 Jun 1954 to Joyce Carpenter. Served in the US Navy in Korea. Buried in 
Memorial Gardens Cemetery, Picayune, Pearl River MS. F: 101134392 

• Dudley Truett Pope, 22 Jun 1936 MI. 
 
Siblings: William was the 2nd oldest 

• Annette Ida Pope Kelly, 14 Apr 1894 Tylertown, Walthall MS [her obituary says Magnolia, 
Pike MS] – 13 Apr 1963 Pomona, Los Angeles CA. Married in 1921 to Thaddeus James Kelly 
(1889 AL – 1960 CA, F: 232560787). Thaddeus was a pharmacist. She attended college in 
Hattiesburg MS & taught school before her marriage. Died at the home of her daughter. 
Buried in Pomona Valley Memorial Park, Pomona, Los Angeles CA. F: 232560920 

• Jackson Truett Pope, 25 Dec 1899 Magnolia, Pike Co. MS [or Tylertown, Walthall MS] – 10 
Jun 1937 Magnolia, Pike MS. Husband of Sarah Elnora Pigott (1908-2011, dying at the age of 
103, F: 107802844). She later married Dillie A. Richmond (1892-1980, F: 110025584). 
Jackson is buried in Tylertown Cemetery, Tylertown, Walthall MS. F: 93317701 
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• Dudley Calvin Pope, 2 May 1902 Pike Co. MS – 14 May 1981 Biloxi, Harrison MS (at the 
Veterans Hospital). Enlisted in the US Army on 22 Oct 1942 at Camp Shelby MS. Buried in 
Tylertown Cemetery, Tylertown, Walthall MS. F: 107194352 

• Sampson Pope – claimed as a son in father William’s “official” biography. One 
Ancestry.com family tree lists Dudley Calvin Sampson Pope but the biography 
differentiates between the two. In the 1900 census, Belle says she has given birth to 4 
children, 3 of whom are listed; this census lists her children Annette, William Marlon & 
Dudley so perhaps dead by 1900?. 

 
Half-siblings: by his father William Winston Pope’s 1st marriage, to Ida Conerly 

• O’Zella Oliva (“Zella”) Pope Sandifer, 24 Aug 1881 Pike Co. MS – 30 Jan 1960 Magnolia, Pike 
Co. MS. Wife of James Hansford Sandifer (1865-1917, F: 117250255) who had also married 
Solone Sandifer (her maiden surname also) (1865-1900). Zella is buried in Bluff Springs 
Cemetery, Pike Co. MS. F: 74059324 

• Nellie Leona Pope Smith, 8 Mar 1884 MS – 19 Nov 1968 Franklinton, Washington Parish LA. 
Wife of Burlon Smith (1880-1960, F: 39013196). Buried in Ellis Cemetery, Frankinton, 
Washington Parish LA. F: 40357841 

• Dixie Elizabeth Pope Pope, 19 Sep 1886 McComb, Pike MS – 14 Feb 1965 Angie, 
Washington Parish LA. Married 18 Nov 1914 in LA to Charles Richardson Pope (1874-1946, 
F: 168572420), the son of Everett Pope & Rebecca Elizabeth Regan. He had married in 1898 
to Lola Pearl Ford (1879-1913). Buried in Pleasant Valley Cemetery, Angie, Washington 
Parish LA. F: 198674010 

• Dora May Pope, 2 Mar 1889 MS – 16 May 1890 MS. Tombstone reads daughter of W.W. & I. 
[illegible] Pope. Buried in Hollywood Cemetery, McComb, Pike MS. F: 107857842 

• Laney Louis Pope, 11 Jun 1891 McComb, Pike MS – 13 Apr 1971 Osyka, Pike MS [also found 
as Magnolia, Pike MS]. Husband of Lois Martina Ellzey (1896-1983, F: 189063096). Buried in 
Mount Zion Baptist Church Cemetery, Osyka, Pike MS. F: 98580185 

 
Notes:  
 
Walthall County MS was formed in 1910 from parts of Pike and Marion counties.  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 435-48-3404 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Tylertown, Pike MS – conducted 16 Jun 1900 
William W. Pope, 49 MS, Oct 1850, parents b. MS, married 7 years, farm 
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Belle, 26 MS, Mar 1874, parents b. MS, gave birth to 4 children, 3 are living 
Oizella, 18 MS, Aug 1881, at school [by William’s 1st wife] 
Nellie, 16 MS, Mar 1884, at school [by William’s 1st wife] 
Dixie, 13 MS, Sep 1886 [by William’s 1st wife] 
Laney, 8 MS, Jun 1891 [by William’s 1st wife] 
Anette, 6 MS, Apr 1894 
Murlon, 2 MS, Nov 1897 
Infant son, 5 months, Dec 1899 [i.e. Dudley] 
 
1910 Tylertown, Pike [later Walthall Co.] MS 
William W. PAPE, 59 MS, parents b. MS, widowed, sales agent, agricultural implements 
Dixie, 22 MS 
Annette, 16 MS 
Marland, 12 MS [i.e. William Marlon] 
Trewit, 10 MS [Jackson Truett] 
Dilley, 8 MS [Dudley] 
& Jack R. Jones, 66 MS, blacksmith, own ship, boarder 
[for the Pope children – both parents born MS] 
 
1920 cannot locate 
 
1930 cannot locate 
 
1940 Detroit, Wayne MI – 20045 Woodingham Dr. – same place in 1935 
William PAPE, 41 MS, turbine engineer, city power plant 
Dorothy, 34 IL 
William Jr., 9 MI 
Robert, 7 MI 
Dudley, 3 MI 
 
1950 Washington Parish LA 
William Pope, 47 MS, farmer, farm 
Dorothy, 39 IL 
Robert, 17 MI, farm helper, farm 
Dudley, 17 MI 
 


