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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Polley, Charles Ralph 
1889 TX – 1950 TX 

 
 

 
Charles Ralph Polley – Find A Grave 68886900 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/27105775/person/12110310139/media/13503c7d-703c-4dc1-a25e-
3c1d0fee8422?_phsrc=hFB45591&_phstart=successSource 
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Charles Ralph Polley - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/27105775/person/12110310139/media/03909d15-f6b3-4955-952e-
fe990c81a299?_phsrc=hFB45589&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27105775/person/12110310139/media/03909d15-f6b3-4955-952e-fe990c81a299?_phsrc=hFB45589&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27105775/person/12110310139/media/03909d15-f6b3-4955-952e-fe990c81a299?_phsrc=hFB45589&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27105775/person/12110310139/media/03909d15-f6b3-4955-952e-fe990c81a299?_phsrc=hFB45589&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/27105775/person/12110310139/media/9c177430-2b2a-42a6-a1a3-
38d133fc8513?_phsrc=hFB45592&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27105775/person/12110310139/media/9c177430-2b2a-42a6-a1a3-38d133fc8513?_phsrc=hFB45592&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27105775/person/12110310139/media/9c177430-2b2a-42a6-a1a3-38d133fc8513?_phsrc=hFB45592&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27105775/person/12110310139/media/9c177430-2b2a-42a6-a1a3-38d133fc8513?_phsrc=hFB45592&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/27105775/person/12110310139/media/e6f425ad-d92b-4098-b444-
210a43276706?_phsrc=hFB45593&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27105775/person/12110310139/media/e6f425ad-d92b-4098-b444-210a43276706?_phsrc=hFB45593&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27105775/person/12110310139/media/e6f425ad-d92b-4098-b444-210a43276706?_phsrc=hFB45593&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27105775/person/12110310139/media/e6f425ad-d92b-4098-b444-210a43276706?_phsrc=hFB45593&_phstart=successSource
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Polley family – in front (left) father William Oliver Perry Sr. & (right) mother Margarete M. Wood – in 

back (from left to right): William Oliver Perry Jr.,  Lockie Arvine Polley Dickerson, Charles Ralph 
Polley, Katie Drucilla Polley Dickerson, Mattie A. Polley Adams - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17876283/person/1166695280/media/34d96fc1-
e285-4172-9b87-44824fb3a4b5?_phsrc=hFB45641&_phstart=succe 
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TX death record of Charles Ralph Polley - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062376-
01796?pId=82146429 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062376-01796?pId=82146429
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062376-01796?pId=82146429
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1504824:2375 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7TFR-TZPZ 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7TFR-TZPZ
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TX, WWI military record - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QV18-FPDP 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QV18-FPDP
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“Houston (TX) Post” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
Wife: 
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Wife Jessie Stewart Polley – https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/17876283/person/1167434233/media/a24e5e1a-6be4-4bff-98c9-98385c251816 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17876283/person/1167434233/media/a24e5e1a-6be4-4bff-98c9-98385c251816
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17876283/person/1167434233/media/a24e5e1a-6be4-4bff-98c9-98385c251816
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TX death record of Jessie Stewart Polley - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1621406:2272 
 
 

Parents: 
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Left: father William Oliver Polley – Find A Grave 67855373 – Right: mother Margarete M. Wood 

Polley – Find A Grave 67855574 

 
Siblings: 

 

 
Sister Annie/Angeline B. Polley Bell (1891-1928) – Find A Grave 80751481 
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Angeline Benena Polley Bell - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/17876283/person/1166719847/media/971bd659-3071-4bbb-b5ce-
721d9b74c488 

 

 
Brother William Oliver Polley Jr. (1892-1968) – Find A Grave 38133333  
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William Oliver Polley Jr. - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/27105775/person/12110310209/media/418296d5-37a8-4ea5-8309-
09fb127de4c8?_phsrc=hFB45634&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27105775/person/12110310209/media/418296d5-37a8-4ea5-8309-09fb127de4c8?_phsrc=hFB45634&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27105775/person/12110310209/media/418296d5-37a8-4ea5-8309-09fb127de4c8?_phsrc=hFB45634&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27105775/person/12110310209/media/418296d5-37a8-4ea5-8309-09fb127de4c8?_phsrc=hFB45634&_phstart=successSource
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William Oliver Perry Jr. with Ruby & J.B. - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/27105775/person/12110310209/media/4bfbda2e-c277-4157-8b49-
6e7a5602dda4?_phsrc=hFB45635&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/27105775/person/12110310209/media/df12a9b7-1fa6-4f28-894d-
e100bddc4083?_phsrc=hFB45637&_phstart=successSource  

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27105775/person/12110310209/media/4bfbda2e-c277-4157-8b49-6e7a5602dda4?_phsrc=hFB45635&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27105775/person/12110310209/media/4bfbda2e-c277-4157-8b49-6e7a5602dda4?_phsrc=hFB45635&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27105775/person/12110310209/media/4bfbda2e-c277-4157-8b49-6e7a5602dda4?_phsrc=hFB45635&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27105775/person/12110310209/media/df12a9b7-1fa6-4f28-894d-e100bddc4083?_phsrc=hFB45637&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27105775/person/12110310209/media/df12a9b7-1fa6-4f28-894d-e100bddc4083?_phsrc=hFB45637&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27105775/person/12110310209/media/df12a9b7-1fa6-4f28-894d-e100bddc4083?_phsrc=hFB45637&_phstart=successSource
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Sister Mattie Aremetia Polley Adams (1894-1950) & a younger brother (presumably 

Franklin) -  https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/107861936/person/400061458437/media/6037d9db-4cc5-4191-bb75-

a535bca736ff?_phsrc=hFB45603&_phstart=successSource  
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/107861936/person/400061458437/media/6037d9db-4cc5-4191-bb75-a535bca736ff?_phsrc=hFB45603&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/107861936/person/400061458437/media/6037d9db-4cc5-4191-bb75-a535bca736ff?_phsrc=hFB45603&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/107861936/person/400061458437/media/6037d9db-4cc5-4191-bb75-a535bca736ff?_phsrc=hFB45603&_phstart=successSource
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TX death record of Mattie Aremetia Polley Adams - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/23980117:2272?tid=81047841&pid=112311870897&queryId=a2c71d67ccb7

7170d51ed0d005331df0&_phsrc=hFB45604&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23980117:2272?tid=81047841&pid=112311870897&queryId=a2c71d67ccb77170d51ed0d005331df0&_phsrc=hFB45604&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23980117:2272?tid=81047841&pid=112311870897&queryId=a2c71d67ccb77170d51ed0d005331df0&_phsrc=hFB45604&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23980117:2272?tid=81047841&pid=112311870897&queryId=a2c71d67ccb77170d51ed0d005331df0&_phsrc=hFB45604&_phstart=successSource
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Mattie Aremetia Polley Adams – Find A Grave 19577386 

 

 
Sister Katie Drucilla Polley Dickerson (1896-1983) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/175732280/person/262284479847/media/5776f09b-ad5a-4565-9e1c-
01518ea1be05?_phsrc=hFB45597&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/175732280/person/262284479847/media/5776f09b-ad5a-4565-9e1c-01518ea1be05?_phsrc=hFB45597&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/175732280/person/262284479847/media/5776f09b-ad5a-4565-9e1c-01518ea1be05?_phsrc=hFB45597&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/175732280/person/262284479847/media/5776f09b-ad5a-4565-9e1c-01518ea1be05?_phsrc=hFB45597&_phstart=successSource
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Katie Polley & husband J. Bluitt/Blewitt/Bluett Dickerson - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/175732280/person/262284479847/media/c235de8c-1495-4080-a226-

59da219541ce?_phsrc=hFB45598&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Sister Lockie Arvine Polley Dickerson (1899-1953) – Find A Grave 88268641 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/175732280/person/262284479847/media/c235de8c-1495-4080-a226-59da219541ce?_phsrc=hFB45598&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/175732280/person/262284479847/media/c235de8c-1495-4080-a226-59da219541ce?_phsrc=hFB45598&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/175732280/person/262284479847/media/c235de8c-1495-4080-a226-59da219541ce?_phsrc=hFB45598&_phstart=successSource
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Lockie Polley & husband Willie Dickerson - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/17876283/person/1166719857/media/66b7f917-e7a7-4d63-9c56-

cc540f02edf8 
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TX death record of Lockie Arvine Polley Dickerson - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/21545528:2272?tid=81047841&pid=112311870892&queryId=14a378f5f77f8

906ccd03d35e56f1116&_phsrc=hFB45610&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Brother Franklin Flowers Polley (1901-1956) – Find A Grave 68887318 
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TX death record of Franklin Flowers Polley – suicide by gunshot wound to head - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/23297296:2272?tid=17876283&pid=1167423351&queryId=502f155592cba53585802

9986dbb3525&_phsrc=hFB45619&_phstart=successSource  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23297296:2272?tid=17876283&pid=1167423351&queryId=502f155592cba535858029986dbb3525&_phsrc=hFB45619&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23297296:2272?tid=17876283&pid=1167423351&queryId=502f155592cba535858029986dbb3525&_phsrc=hFB45619&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23297296:2272?tid=17876283&pid=1167423351&queryId=502f155592cba535858029986dbb3525&_phsrc=hFB45619&_phstart=successSource
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Sister Lula J. Polley (1909-1925) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/17876283/person/1167423353/media/982a1f9b-17c2-4207-b6ae-
bef463fdbef2 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17876283/person/1167423353/media/982a1f9b-17c2-4207-b6ae-bef463fdbef2
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17876283/person/1167423353/media/982a1f9b-17c2-4207-b6ae-bef463fdbef2
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17876283/person/1167423353/media/982a1f9b-17c2-4207-b6ae-bef463fdbef2
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/107861936/person/400061458436/media/57c52bbc-df1c-4a14-9cb4-

07eb718f288e?_phsrc=hFB45613&_phstart=successSource 
            

 
Name:  Charles Ralph Polley 
Name variations:  Findagrave record, TX military records, Tuscania passenger list, incoming 
passenger list use Polley; his parents used Polley, but some siblings use Polly  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number:  250,837 
Entered service from:  Farrsville, Newton TX  
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Charles R. Polley 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Margurite Polley, Farrisville TX 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Charles R. Polley 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Margaret M. Polley, Jasper TX (wagoner, 18th Co., 20th 
Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Charles Ralph POLLY (top line of form & signature) - b. 
17 Jun 1889 Brookeland TX; res: Farrsville, Newton TX. Single. Log cutting, Kirby Lumber Co., 
Brookeland TX. Medium height & build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  Newton County, Newton TX 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Charles Ralph POLLY - b. 17 Jun 1889 Sabine Co. TX; 
res: Newton, Newton TX. NOK Mrs. Jessie Polly. Self-employed, own farm, Newton TX. Card is 
signed as POLLY. “walks with slight limp” – Height: 5’9” – 175 lbs.   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  19 Sep 1917 
Discharged:  11 Jun 1919 
Address:  Jasper TX 
Rank/unit:    wagoner, 18th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  17 Jun 1889 Brookeland, Sabine Co. TX  
Died: 30 Nov 1950 Newton, Newton TX    
Find A Grave record: 68886900 – photo – presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Jamestown, Newton TX 
Cemetery:  Farrs Chapel 
Tombstone: tombstone application: Texas Wag Co. F, 20th Engrs, Battalion 6, 18th Co.   
 
 
Father:  William Oliver Perry Sr., 22 Nov 1856 Sabine Co. TX – 18 Jun 1935 Jasper Co. TX. 
Son of Oliver J. Polley & Angeline Ann Hamilton. Buried in Brookeland Cemetery, 
Brookeland, Sabine TX. 
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Find A Grave: 67855373   
 
Mother: Margarete Mariah Wood Polley, 27 May 1867 St. Augustine Co. TX – 12 Oct 1944 
Brookeland, Sabine TX. Daughter of Charles T. Wood & Lucina Adeline Meigs. Buried in 
Brookeland Cemetery, Brookeland, Sabine TX. 
Find A Grave:  67855574 
Parents’ marriage:  1888 (found as 29 Aug or 19 Sep) Brookeland, Sabine TX 
 
Spouse:  Jessie M. Stewart Polley, 18 Aug 1888 Farrsville, Newton TX – 16 Feb 1975 
Newton, Newton TX. SSN 452-17-2303. Daughter of Robert M. Stewart & Laura Kimmey. 
Died of colon cancer. Buried in Farrs Chapel Cemetery, Jamestown, Newton TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  40782453 
Marriage: between the 1920 & 1930 censuses. Both were single in the 1920 census. In the 
1930 census, Charles (age 38) says he was married for the 1st time at age 27 & Jessie (age 
41) said she was married at age 31, which computes to a marriage date for her ca. 1920 but 
Charles ca. 1928/1929. 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  Charles was the oldest child. In the 1910 census his mother reports she has given 
birth to 10 children, 8 of whom are living. 

• Annie (Angeline) Benena/Binena/Bernita Polley Bell, 9 Jan 1891 TX – 15 Jul 1928. Married 22 
Dec 1907 in Jasper Co. TX to Oliver Bell (1887-1967, F: 105969469). Buried in Brookeland 
Cemetery, Brookeland, Sabine TX. F: 80751481 

• William Oliver Polley Jr., 18 Aug 1892 Brookeland, Sabine TX – 4 Jan 1968 Jasper, Jasper TX. 
Found as Oliver. Husband of Maggie Peggy Brack (b. 1901, F: 231122196). Buried in 
Brookeland, Sabine TX. F: 38133333 

• Mattie Aremetia/Aremetic/Aremetie Polley Adams, 27 Apr 1894 Brookeland, Sabine TX – 14 
May 1950 Jasper, Jasper TX. Married to Albert Adams (1891-1962, F: 19577370). Buried in 
Zion Hill Cemetery, Jasper, Jasper TX. F: 19577386 

• Katie Drucilla Polley Dickerson, Apr 1896 TX – 13 Mar 1983 Jasper, Jasper TX. In 1916 in 
Newton Co. TX she married Joshua Bluett/Blewitt/Bluitt Dickerson (5 Dec 1895 TX – 6 May 
1984 TX), the son of Thomas Pleasant Dickerson & Nancy Eva Langham. In 1919, Katie’s 
sister Lockie Polley marries Joshua’s brother Willie Dickerson. Not on Find A Grave as of 5 
Jul 2022. 

• Lockie Arvine Polley Dickerson, 3 Oct 1899 TX – 10 Mar 1953 Jasper, Jasper TX. In 1919 in 
Newton Co. TX Lockie married Willie (Bill) Lise Dickerson (1897-1954, F: 38268542).  Willie 
was the brother of Joshua B. Dickerson, who had married Lockie’s sister Katie in 1916. 
Sometimes Lockie is found as Lockey. Buried in Farrs Chapel Cemetery, Jamestown, 
Newton TX. F: 38268641 

• Franklin Flowers Polley, 21 Jun 1901 TX – 27 Mar 1956 Woodville, Tyler TX. Was married to 
Addie Gray (b. 1904). Committed suicide with a gunshot wound to the right temple due to 
“despondency.” Listed as divorced on his TX death certificate. Buried in Farrs Chapel 
Cemetery, Jamestown, Newton TX. F: 68887318 
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• Lula J. Polley, 21 Jul 1909 TX – 21 Feb 1925. Buried in Brookeland Cemetery, Brookeland, 
Sabine TX. F: 81465804 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  456-34-5616 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 3, Sabine Co. TX 
Wm. C. Polley, 43 TX, Nov 1856, father b. MS, mother b. AR, married 11 years, farming 
Margret M., 32 TX, May 1868, father b. TX, mother b. MS, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
Chas. R., 10 TX, Jun 1889 
Annie B., 9 X, Jan 1891 
William O., 7 TX, Aug 1892 
Mattie A., 6 TX, Apr 1894 
Katie D., 4 TX, Apr 1896 
Lackie A. (misread/misindexed as Lacklec H.), 1 TX, Oct 1898 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 3, Sabine Co. TX – conducted 20 Apr 1910 
William O. Polley, 53 TX, parents b. MS, in 1st marriage, married 21 years, farmer, general 
farm 
Margret M., 41 TX, father b. TX, mother b. AL, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 10 children, 8 are 
living 
Ralph C., 20 TX, laborer, odd jobs 
Oliver, 17 TX, farming, home farm 
Mattie A., 15 TX 
Katie D., 14 TX 
Lockie E., 11 TX 
Franklin F., 8 TX 
Lula J., 8 months TX 
 
1920 Justice Precinct 2, Jasper Co. TX 
William O. PALLY, 63 TX, parents b. TX, farm, general farm 
Margaret, 57 TX, parents b. TX 
Ralph C., 30 TX, single, driver, wagon 
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Oliver, 25 Tx, store (?) maker (?), --- camp 
Flowers, 18 TX, laborer, home farm 
Lulu, 10 TX 
 
1930 Newton, Newton TX – College St. 
Missouri M. Stewart, 69 TX, parents b. GA, widow, age 39 at 1st marriage [head of 
household] 
Charles R. POLLY, 38 TX, parents b. TX, age 27 at 1st marriage, farmer, truck farm, WWI 
veteran [son-in-law] 
Jessie M. Polly, 41 TX, father b. TX, mother b. AL, age 31 at 1st marriage [daughter] 
John W. Johnson, 71 TX, parents b. GA, widowed, laborer, odd jobs [brother] 
 
1940 Newton Co. TX – same house in 1935 
Charles PALLEY, 50 TX, laborer, log woods 
Jessie, 51 TX 
 
1950 Newton Co. TX – conducted 12 Apr 1950 – Charles dies 30 Nov 1950 
Ralph C. PALLEY, 60 TX 
Jesse, 61 TX 
[occupations are blank] 
 
 


