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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Parkhill, Oakley Legare 
1890 WI – 1973 WI 
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Oakley Legare Parkhill – “Marshfield [WI] News” 16 January 1919 p 6 
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Oakley Legare Parkhill -  “Marshfield (WI) News & Wisconsin Hub”   4 April 1918 p 6 
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From the “Eau Claire Herald-Telegram” 7 February 1949 p 2 (note: Helleckson should read 
Hellekson): 
 
 
 
 

 

    
Left: Oakley Legare Parkhill, claiming to be captain in Army – “Sheboygan (WI) Press” 5 Feb 1936 p 
23 – Right: “La Crosse (WI) Tribune” 7 Feb 1949 p 2 
 

     
Oakley Legare Parkhill – Left: “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” 7 Feb 1955 p 3 – Right: “Marshfield 
(WI) News-Herald” 6 Feb 1956 p 1 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/101688977/person/190125432966/media/134456ab-c7fa-4ef7-bfc7-
64ccacddc0ae?_phsrc=hFB42090&_phstart=successSource 
 
Wartime: 
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“Marshfield (WI) News & Wisconsin Hub” Thursday 4 Apr 1918 p 6 
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“Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Saturday 11 Jan 1919 p 3 
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“Official Bulletin” Thursday 16 Jan 1919 p 28 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MS-
8B1W?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWMNS-6PPZ 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/101688977/person/190125432966/media/d8d5157c-d388-42ff-95c6-
ed8e127676b7?_phsrc=hFB42090&_phstart=successSource 
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Postwar: 
 

 
“Marshfield (WI) News & Wisconsin Hub” Thursday 23 Oct 1919 p 1 
 
 
 

 
“Marshfield (WI) News & Wisconsin Hub” Thursday 25 Dec 1919 p 7 
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“Minneapolis (MN) Star” Friday 1 Nov 1940 p 12 
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“La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Tuesday 22 Apr 1958 p 6 
 
 
 
 

Wife Clara Olson Parkhill Dosch: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/91327738:61484?tid=&pid=&queryId=f946b801ce3f19802f54bfe3f004aaa8&_phsrc=
hFB42058&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/533511:3775?tid=&pid=&queryId=bd31018287da5b79c979609244b32c19&_phsrc=
hFB42065&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

 
From moms.mn.gov 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/533511:3775?tid=&pid=&queryId=bd31018287da5b79c979609244b32c19&_phsrc=hFB42065&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/533511:3775?tid=&pid=&queryId=bd31018287da5b79c979609244b32c19&_phsrc=hFB42065&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/533511:3775?tid=&pid=&queryId=bd31018287da5b79c979609244b32c19&_phsrc=hFB42065&_phstart=successSource
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Unsourced citation – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
 

 
“Marshfield (WI) News & Wisconsin Hub” Thursday 4 Jul 1918 p 7 

 
 

Wife Anna Severson Barger 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/4256478:8823?tid=102574762&pid=360016287719&queryId=8512424eec7e9c99e2
9982494c1627d3&_phsrc=hFB42095&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

Wife Tillie C. --- Hughes 
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“Winona (MN) Daily News” Thursday 12 Dec 1957 p 9 

 
 



24 
 

 

 

 
His ex-wife is not the traffic victim pictured - “Minneapolis (MN) Star” Tuesday 10 Dec 1957 p 1 
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“Minneapolis (MN) Star” Thursday 12 Dec 1957 p 8 

 
Father: 

 

 
George Bristol Parkhill – Find A Grave 86625744 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Sunday 27 Feb 1944 p 25 
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Obituary of father George Bristol Parkhill – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Saturday 1 Feb 

1947 p 1 
 

Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Isabelle Salisbury Parkhill – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Monday 21 

Oct 1929 p 17 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of sister Hazel Lanore Parkhill Sinkler (1891-1964) – “Fort Myers (FL) News-Press” 

Wednesday 12 Feb 1964 p 2 
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Obituary of sister Irlene Lelah Parkhill Lawson Lamkins Campbell (1898-1992) – “Madison (WI) 

Capital Times” Friday 3 Apr 1992 p 23 & on Find A Grave 86380467 
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Divorce of Irlene Lelah Parkhill Lawson from her 1st husband, Herbert Edward Lawson, on 28 Oct 

1933 – “Madison (WI) Capital Times” Sunday 29 Oct 1933 p 1 
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Marriage license of Irlene Lelah Parkhill Lawson Lamkins [misspelled Lampins] & Arthur J. 
Campbell – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 5 Sep 1968 p 14 
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Obituary of Irlene’s 3rd husband, Arthur J. Campbell – “Wisconsin State Journal” Friday 2 Sep 1983 
p 31 
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Obituary of Arthur Jolin Campbell – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 14 Sep 1983 p 11 
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Name:  Oakley Parkhill Legare 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Eng. HQ – sergeant 1st class  
Serial number:  Army officers were not assigned serial numbers in Wwi 
Entered service from:  Abbotsford, Clark WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Oakley L. Parkhill 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Mrs. Clara Parkhill, Lock Box 1, Abbotsford WI 
Returned from war on: "North Carolina" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: OAKLY L. Parkhill 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: wife Mrs. Clara Parkhill, Abbotsford WI (2nd lt, Co. E, 81st Inf) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Oakley Legare Parkhill - b. 22 Jul 1890 Thorp WI; res: 
Abbotsford, Clark WI. Married, with “wife partly dependent.” Partner in a collection agency, Geo. 
Parkhill & Son, Abbotsford WI. Race: Scotch-American [usually Caucasian was written]. Medium 
height, stout (220 lbs.) Registered in Lake Co. IL “Attending R.O.T.C. at Ft. Sheridan, Ill.” 3 months 
of military experience, Wisconsin.  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  president, 1955 WI Survivors - Box 403, Galesville 
WI 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Oakley Legare Parkhill - b. 22 Jul 1890 Thorp; res: Pontiac, 
Cass ND.  NOK S.C. Schulz, Box 273, Valley City ND. Employed by Vernon Wendlandt of Enderlin 
ND at Cass ND. Height: 5’ 10 ½” – 245 lbs. 
 
World War II draft registration (registered 27 April 1942 Fargo, Cass Co. ND): 
Born 22 July 1890 Thorp WI 
Residence: Pontiac, Cass Co. ND 
Mailing address: Rte. 2, Enderlin ND 
Contact person: S.C. Schulz, Box 273, Valley City ND 
Employed by Vernon Wendlendt, Enderlin ND (no indication of type of job) 
Height: 5 feet, 10.5 inches 
Weight: 245 pounds 
White race, brown eyes, brown hair, light brown complexion 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Jul 1917 
Discharged:  24 Jun 1919 
Address:  Ayr, Cass Co. ND 
Rank/unit:  2nd lieutenant, Infantry 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 22 Jul 1890 Thorp, Clark WI  
Died: 31 Jan 1973 King, Waupaca WI (Grand Army Hospital for Veterans at King, of chronic 
pyelocystitis)  
Find A Grave record: 209168783 
Burial location:  body donated to U of WI Medical School Dept. of Anatomy (WI Death Certificate) – 
burial details unknown 
Cemetery:   
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Tombstone:  
 
Father:  George Bristol Parkhill, 26 Feb 1861 Lennox, Madison NY – 1 Feb 1947 Galesville, 
Trempealeau WI. Son of Eli Timothy Parkhill & Susan Ann Niles. Lawyer. Had first taught school, 
then graduated from the U of WI law school in 1884. Practiced law for 30 years at Thorp, Clark WI, 
then moved to Abbotsford WI where he practiced law for 24 years, until retiring in 1936. Buried in 
Forest Hill Cemetery, Madison, Dane WI. 
Find A Grave:  86625744 
 
Mother: Isabelle M. (“Belle”) Salisbury Parkhill, 17 Mar 1866 Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI – 20 Oct 1929 
Madison, Dane WI. Daughter of Willis Louis Salisbury & Emmaline Mary Cole. Buried in Forest Hill 
Cemetery, Madison, Dane WI. 
Find A Grave:  86625746 
Parents’ marriage:  15 Nov 1887 Eau Claire Co. WI 
 
Spouse:  Clara Olson Parkhill Dosch, 2 Mar 1890 Grantsburg, Burnett WI – 15 Apr 1970 
Minneapolis, Hennepin MN.   
SSN 469-14-2671.  
Daughter of Peter M. Olson [Mjolstad] (1837-1911) & Gustava Carlsdatter Mansdotter Borup (1867-
1926, F: 83575603). On Clara’s Social Security record, her mother’s maiden name is listed as 
Borup. On the 1920 & 1930 censuses, Clara reports her father was born in Norway & her mother in 
Sweden.  
Peder Olson had married Gustava Borup 5 Jun 1889 in Burnett Co. WI in a Lutheran church. He was 
the son of Ole Olson & Oline Olson (Olson was also her unmarried name according to this record). 
Peder was a farmer. 
Clara “Olsen” – born 2 Mar 1890 – was baptized 22 Feb 1891 in Bethany Lutheran Church, 
Grantsburg, Burnett WI. She was the daughter of Peter & Gustava Olsen. 
In the 1900 census of Grantsburg, Burnett WI, Clara (age 10, WI, b. Mar 1890) lived with her 
parents, Peter M. Olson (63 Norway) & Gustava Olson, 33 Sweden) & her 9 siblings. 
In 1910, Clara (20 WI) & her 4 siblings lived with their parents, Peter Olson (73 Norway) & Stella (42 
Sweden) in Centuria, Polk WI. She was a domestic servant.  
In the 1940 census of Minneapolis, Hennepin MN, Clara Parkhill lists herself as divorced. She is a 
dishwasher at the Shriners Hospital for Crippled Children. I 
In the 1944 Minneapolis MN city directory, Clara Parkhill, a clerk at Woolworth’s, lives at 919 
Chicago Ave. 
In the 1950 census of Minneapolis, Hennepin MN, Clara O. Parkhill, 60 WI, status: never married, 
lived at 919 Chicago Ave. & was a baker’s helper at the Five & Ten Store. 
Clara Olson Parkhill married Jacob Thomas Dosch on 27 Oct 1954 in Hennepin Co. MN. Jacob 
Thomas Dosch (F: 103237271) was born 29 Jul 1893 in Chicago, Cook IL & died 12 Oct 1980 in 
Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. 
“Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Thursday 23 Apr 1970 – deaths: Clara O. Dosch, 80, 923 Chicago 
Ave. S. 
Both Clara & Jacob are buried in Acacia Park Cemetery, Mendota Heights, Dakota MN. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 103237270  
Marriage:  
 
Spouse:  Anna J. Severson Barger Parkhill. ca. 1893 Superior, Douglas WI –  
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Daughter of Sam Severson and Maria Johnson. Her father appears to be Sam Severson, 1868 
Norway – 1963, buried in Summit Cemetery, Foxboro, Douglas WI (F: 11204745) with his 2nd wife 
Sena Severson (1890-1964, F: 11204746).  
Anna’s mother may be Maria Severson, 1873 Sweden – 1950, buried in Park Hill Cemetery, Duluth, 
St. Louis MN. F: 119236910.  
In the 1900 census of Twin Lakes, Carlton MN, Anna J. SIVERSON was age 7, b. Sep 1892 WI, living 
with parents Samuel Siverson (29 Norway, Sep 1870) & Mary Siverson (28 Sweden, Mar ? 1872). Her 
siblings were Harris G. (5 WI), Minnie A. (3 WI) & Emma (9 months WI). Census conducted 9 Jun 
1900. 
Her brother Harry Gilbert Severson, born 1 Oct 1895 Superior, Douglas WI, was killed in action in 
WWI on 23 Feb 1919 & is buried in Arlington National Cemetery, F: 57195767. 
Her sister Minnie Avilda Barger married Hjalmer Anderson 1880-1959, F: 199883137). on 26 Mar 
1921 in MN. She was born 7 Jan 1898 Superior, Douglas WI & baptized in Superior WI in Concordia 
Lutheran Church, the daughter of Sam & Marie Siverson.  Minnie died with the surname Esson 
(recorded by Social Security as of 17 Mar 1975). She is buried in Culver Cemetery, Culver, St. Louis 
Co. MN, F: 199984409 
Might she be the Anna J. Barger, b. 2 Sep 1893, SSN 390-16-9401? 
Was she the wife of John Harrison Barger (1888-1963), buried in Forest Home Cemetery, 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI, F: 106135410 
When Anna marries Oakley in 1941, she resides in St. Louis Co. MN, which is adjacent to Douglas 
Co. WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 2 Apr 1941 Dubuque IA. Anna Barger, age 48, daughter of Sam Severson, mother 
deceased, her 2nd marriage, b. Superior WI, resident Brookstone [St. Louis Co.] MN - Oakley L. 
Parkhill, age 51, son of George B. Parkhill, mother deceased, his 2nd marriage, b. Thorpe WI, 
resident of Minneapolis MN, investigator.  
 
Spouse:  Tillie C. --- Hughes Parkhill, reverted to Hughes, 13 Nov 1883 Sweden – 11 Dec 1957 
Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. In the 1940 census, Tillie C. Hughes, 56 Sweden, divorced, naturalized, 
having lived in the same house in 1935, had no occupation. She resided at 329 – 19th Ave. S & had 
lived fin the same house in 1935 – In the 1950 census of Minneapolis, Hennepin MN, Tilly C. 
Hughes, 65 Sweden, widow, was a press operator at a hotel laundry.   
She died after being hit by a car while a pedestrian, crossing against the lights to reach at bus. She 
was struck at 6:10 a.m. on 10 Dec 1957 at the intersection of E. Franklin & 27th Ave. in Minneapolis 
& was taken to Minneapolis General Hospital, where she later died.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 23 May 1952 Carver Co. MN 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  records that list an addition sister “Helen” have confused this “sister” with Irlene. 
Oakley’s mother reports giving birth to only 3 children, with Oakley the oldest. 

• Hazel Lanore Parkhill Sinkler, 27 Nov 1891 Thorp, Clark WI – 11 Feb 1964 Lee Co. FL. 
Married in 1913 to Ephraim Freeman Sinkler Jr. (1884 SD – 1958 FL, F; 85201590). Ephraim’s 
1st wife was Ada Sophronia Wheeler (1890-1912) whom he had married in 1907. A resident 
of Minneapolis MN in Oct 1929. Hazel & Ephraim are buried in Riverside Cemetery, Black 
River Falls, Jackson WI. F: 85201619 



38 
 

 

• Irlene Lelah Parkhill Lawson Lamkins Campbell, 18 Oct 1898 Thorp, Clark WI – 1 Apr 1992 
Madison, Dane WI. – Irlene married Herbert Edward Lawson on 15 Sep 1928. They had 1 
daughter, Loa Mae Lawson (1930-2015, later Mrs. Vernon Ray Barnica). Irlene sued for 
divorce, claiming cruel & inhuman treatment & nonsupport. The divorce was granted 28 Oct 
1933 in Dane Co. WI. Herbert Edward Larson (1877 England – 1962 WI, F: 86627270). In the 
1930 census for Madison, Dane WI, Irlene lived with husband Herbert Lawson; her father 
George Parkhill lived with them.– On 25 Jul 1962 in Rockford IL, Irlene married Leslie Miles 
Lamkins (1892 WI – 1967 WI, F: 131365184). - Irene Lamkins obtained a marriage license 
with Arthur Jolin Campbell in Sep 1968 in Waupaca Co. WI. Arthur Jolin Campbell (1891-
1983, F: 98631572). Irlene & Arthur married in Manawa WI on 14 Sep 1968. – Buried with 
Herbert Lawson in Forest Hill   

 
 
Notes:  
 
Biography at: http://www.wiclarkcountyhistory.org/2data/56/56020.htm 
 
Pre-war: 
 
“La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Tuesday 21 Apr 1914 p 1 – Oakley L. Parkhill of Blair WI was 1 of 7 men to 
apply to Co. M. 
 
Wartime: 
 
Recipient of Distinguished Service Cross. “Official Bulletin” Thursday 16 Jan 1919 p 28 – “Soldiers 
Honored by Pershing for Heroisam”  
 
Post-war: 
 
During war and before, was war correspondent for the “Marshfield [WI] News and Wisconsin Hub.” 
He parlayed his war experiences into an occupation as “lecturer, war topics” as reported in the 
1920 census and in Wisconsin newspaper articles. 
 
Before going overseas: he reports in the Marshfield paper his unit’s experiences at Waco TX (18 
October 1917 p. 1 - 29 November 1917 p. 1 – 6 December 1917 p 1 – 3 January 1918 p. 1), the break-
up of Co. K at Waco (1 November 1917 p. 1) and their move to Pennsylvania (24 January 1918) as 
they readied to sail for France. 
 
He is reported as a “Tuscania” survivor in the Marshfield paper of 14 February 1918 p. 1, 
 
The “Marshfield News and Wisconsin Hub” of 4 April 1918 p. 6 includes his photo. Lengthy 
description of the “Tuscania” from his letter written 19 Feb 1918. Accurate and full of interesting 
details, except for statement that everyone saw the submarine surface nearby to see what it had 
done, and then dove. This does not tally with the report of the sub’s captain, Wilhelm Meyer, and 
only one other account mentions bumping into the sub (which is also dubious).   The 16 January 
1919, p. 6, issue of the Marshfield newspaper, states that he was commissioned a 2nd lieutenant in 
September 1918, saw action in several major battles, was nicknamed “the sharpshooter, became 
ill and then recuperated from an operation in Bourges. In lieu of his absent captain and 1st 
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lieutenant, he had taken command of Company E. Born in Thorp WI, he had moved with his parents 
to Abbotsford the year Germany invaded Belgium [i.e. 1914].  
 
His photo appears in the Marshfield newspaper of 6 March 1919 p. 10 in an article titled 
“Sharpshooter.”  
 
Returned from war as a 2nd lieutenant, Co. E, 81st Infantry, aboard the ship “North Carolina” which 
sailed from Brest (France) on 16 May 1919 and arrived in Boston MA 27 May 1919. 
Next-of-kin: wife Mrs. Clara Parkhill, Abbotsford WI. He did not have a military serial number, as he 
was an officer. Serial numbers were introduced after the “Tuscania” when the confusion over 
men’s names (misspelled, or unclear where a man with a common name hailed from) and who was 
on board, who had lived and who had died, endured for months. During WWI, serial numbers were 
only assigned to Army enlisted men. Army officers and those in other branches of the services 
(Navy, Marines, Coast Guard) were not assigned serial numbers. 
 
He begins to speak on his war experiences as soon as he returned in May 1919, according to the 
Marshfield newspaper of 23 October 1919 p. 1. He is called a “distinguished Abbotsford lecturer” 
who speaks on “The World War – What It Has Taught Us.” The article notes: “Press notices praise 
his lecture and speaking abilities very highly.” 
 
January 1920: offers to debate socialist Marathon County WI district attorney George W. Lippert, 
who has challenged anyone to a debate on socialism. Lippert declines, saying the county residents 
would wonder why he was wasting time playing around with mere schoolboys. The “Wausau Daily 
Herald” 12 January 1920 p. 5 thinks no one should call former soldiers “schoolboys.” 
 
The Marshfield paper of March 1920 p. 9 reports that Oakley’s 30-day lecture tour will begin April 
1st. It is titled “The World War and the Sinking of the Tuscania.” 
 
In July 1920, he is elected sergeant at arms of the Wisconsin State American Legion. 
 
In October 1920, is one of the Wisconsin delegates to the American Legion national convention in 
Cleveland OH. He is commander of the Abbotsford American Legion and of the National Guard 
truck company there. 
 
In 1923, Lt. Parkhill “is due much credit, with others, for the new armory” built in Abbotsford. 
(“Wausau Daily Herald” 5 June 1923 p. 1) 
 
1928 Fargo ND city directory: Parkhill, Oakley L., collector, 1019 – 2nd Ave. S. 
 
When his mother Isabelle dies 20 October 1929, Oakley is listed as an Anoka MN resident. His 
sister is listed as Mrs. E.F. “Sinker” of Minneapolis. Isabelle was the president of the Monona 
chapter of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union. 
 
From the “Sheboygan [WI] Press” 5 February 1936, p. 23, includes his photo. Parkhill’s claim that 
he was “stationed” at Fort Lincoln, Bismarck ND, and his rank as captain would indicate he was 
still in the U.S. Army. This claim has not been documented. He is listed as receiving four honors: 
the Distinguished Service Cross, the Croix de Guerre (from France), the Purple Heart and the 
Victory Medal. This same newspaper in its 4 February 1936 p. 1 issue says he came to the reunion 
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from Arkansas. The wording of the citation for his Croix de Guerre appears in the “Marshfield 
News” 16 January 1919 p. 6. Parkhill is a North Dakota resident when he registers during World War 
II in 1942. 
 
Was not on the 1939 roster of the National Tuscania Survivors Association. He is listed as founding 
the Wisconsin Tuscania Survivors; it seems he did not belong to the national association (also 
founded in Wisconsin). The 1955 roster of the Wisconsin Tuscania Survivors lists Parkhill as 
president. (These are the only two association rosters located as of now.) 
 
1940 – “Minneapolis (MN) Star” Friday 1 Nov 1940 p 12 – involved as an investigator in the efforts of 
Rev. Henry J. Soltau of Minneapolis MN, “vice crusader,” against gambling.  
 
1945: The birthday celebration for his father George B. Parkhill in 1945, who turned 84 on 26 
February 1945, noted that George lived during the winter with son Oakley. Besides Oakley, his 
children are Mrs. Irlene Lawson (Madison WI) and Mrs. E.F Sinclair [sic/Sinkler] (Crystal Lake IL).  
(“Madison [WI] Capital Times” 27 Feb 1945 p 14) 
 
In October 1945, he is the first secretary of the newly formed social group, the Cotillion Club, in 
Galesville. 
 
1947: His father George dies at the home of his son Oakley in Galesville on 1 February 1947, age 85. 
In this article his one daughter’s name is listed as Mrs. Hazel Sinkler of Crystal Lake IL. 
 
In 1948, forms the Wisconsin Tuscania Survivors Association, and is repeatedly elected president 
through the 1950s, including in February 1958. 
 
In 1949 and 1950, active in bowling in Galesville. 
 
During the 1950s, a resident of Galesville WI. Is mentioned in 1949 and 1951 as a tester (of milk 
production) for the Galesville Dairy Herd Improvement Association. 
 
1950 – “Winona (MN) Republican” Wednesday 12 Jul 1950 p 3 – the 3rd annual summer reunion of 
the WI Tuscania Survivors will be held on 23 Jul 1950 at Irvine Park, Chippewa Falls WI. The 
president is O.L. Parkhill of Galesville WI. 
 
He ran for the office of justice of the peace in Galesville in 1953 and defeated the incumbent. He 
continued in this post until he announced he would not run in January 1959 due to ill health. 
 
In 1954, he was post commander of the Galesville American Legion. He was also chaplain of the 9th 
District VFW. At the spring meeting in spring 1954 at Eau Claire, he is listed as a debater on the 
subjects of veteran bonuses and housing. On Memorial Day 1945, Judge Parkhill is the speaker at 
Evergreen Cemetery, near Centerville.  
 
In 1955, “Winona (MN) Daily News” Thursday 26 May 1955 p 4 – Clayton E. Farley succeeds Oakley 
L. Parkhill as president of the Towner-Little Bear VFW Post No. 1915.  
 
He also presided over the justice court at La Crosse WI – “La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Tuesday 22 Apr 
1958 p 6 
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In 1958, he was the quartermaster of the 9th District of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
 
1973: From the State of Wisconsin Original Certificate of Death 73 003482: born 22 July 1890, age 
82 at death, widowed (although actually divorced), police justice, resident Galesville, Trempealeau 
Co. WI.  Died 31 January 1973, 8:45 a.m., at the Grand Army Home for Veterans, King, Waupaca Co. 
WI, of chronic pyelocystitis. Son of George B. Parkhill and Isabelle M. Salisbury.  Dr. J.P. Skibba had 
attended him since 17 October 1960. His body was donated to the Department of Anatomy, 
University of Wisconsin Medical School, Madison WI on the day of his death. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 504-10-1843 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Thorp, Clark WI  
Geo. B. Parkhill, 39 NY, Feb 1861, parents b. NY, married 12 years, lawyer 
Isabel M., 34 Wi, Mar 1866, father b. MI, mother b. NY, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Oakley S., 9 WI, Jul 1890 
Hazel S., 8 WI, Nov 1891 
Selah I., 1 WI, Oct 1898 
 
1905 WI state census – Thorp, Clark WI 
George B. Parkhill, 44 NY, parents b. NY, lawyer 
Belle M., 39 WI, parents b. NY 
Oakley, 14 WI 
Hazel, 13 WI 
Helen, 6 WI [Helene? – this is Irlene] 
Martha Michalski, 29 WI, clerk 
 
1910 Thorp, Clark WI 
George Parkhill, 49 NY, parents b. NY, in 1st marriage, married 23 years, attorney, office 
Belle, 44 WI, parents b. NY, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Oakley, 19 WI, carrier, mail route 
Hazel, 18 WI 
Irene, 11 WI 
& servant Mary Pagel, 26 WI, for a private family 
& boarder Joseph Pistrowki (Pietrowski?), 23 Russian/Poland, emigrated 1893, clerk, post office 
 
1920 Mayville, Clark WI – Butternut St. 
Oakley Parkhill, 29 WI, father b. NY, mother b. WI, lecturer on war topics 
Clara, 29 WI, father b. Norway, mother b. Sweden 
 
1930 Ham Lake, Anoka MN 
As lodgers: 
Oaklie Parkhill, 39 WI, parents b. NY, truck driver, dairy farm, WWI veteran 
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Clara, 40 WI, father b. Norway, mother b. Sweden, cook, dairy farm [she is listed as “cook” not as 
“lodger” like Oakley is] 
 
1940 Lincoln, Burnett WI  - Oakley 
Oakley Parkhill [also indexed as Rokley], 47 WI, widowed, hired hand, Route 1, Webster WI, in 1935 
in Thorp, Clark WI, farm laborer 
Head of household: William Jameson, 68 IL, widowed, in 1935 in Chicago, Cook IL, farmer, own 
farm 
 
1940 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN – Shriners Hospital for Crippled Children - line 33 – in 1935 in rural 
Beltrami Co. MN 
Mrs. Clara Parkhill, 50 WI, divorced, dishwasher, hospital 
 
 
 


