
1 
 

 

DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
  

Piper, Howard John 
1889 NE – 1954 MT 
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“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Tuesday 2 Mar 1954 p 4 
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On mother Josephine V. Wollam Piper’s Find A Grave 12109290 – from left: Dora Mae Piper 

(Gibson), father John Frederick Piper, on his lap: Howard John Piper, mother Josephine 
Wollam Piper, on her lap Earl Frederick Piper, Mary L. Piper (Wigdon) 
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MT death record - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5437/images/47791_1220706333_04
19-00295?pId=866577 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5437/images/47791_1220706333_0419-00295?pId=866577
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5437/images/47791_1220706333_0419-00295?pId=866577
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_1220705228_04

18-01741?pId=1503306 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_1220705228_0418-01741?pId=1503306
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_1220705228_0418-01741?pId=1503306
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WS32-P22M 

 

 
“Enid (OK) Daily Eagle” Thursday 4 Oct 1917 p 1 

 

 
“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WS32-P22M
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“Enid (OK) Daily Morning News” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 4 
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“Enid (OK) Daily Eagle” Friday 1 Mar 1918 p 1 
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“Enid (OK) Daily News” Tuesday 20 Aug 1918 p 4 

 

 
A week late with the news? – “Enid (OK) Daily Eagle” Monday 26 Aug 1918 p 1 
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“Enid (OK) Daily Eagle” Sunday 6 Jul 1919 p 3 

 

 
“Conrad (MT) Independent-Observer” Thursday 24 Nov 1927 p 5 

 

 
“Conrad (MT) Independent-Observer” Thursday 17 May 1928 p 5 

 
 

Wife: 
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“Kingfisher (OK) Times” Thursday 31 Dec 1914 p 4 

 

 
“Kingfisher (OK) Daily Free Press” Monday 28 Dec 1914 p 3 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1-159394-113468-
32?pId=964022740 

 
Obituary of wife Emma Walter Piper – “Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Thursday 14 Nov 1985 p 10 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1156200:5437?tid=63071249&pid=352114204374&queryId=8234465770cf1
3c6598a359803141f19&_phsrc=hFB45385&_phstart=successSource 

 
Father: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1156200:5437?tid=63071249&pid=352114204374&queryId=8234465770cf13c6598a359803141f19&_phsrc=hFB45385&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1156200:5437?tid=63071249&pid=352114204374&queryId=8234465770cf13c6598a359803141f19&_phsrc=hFB45385&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1156200:5437?tid=63071249&pid=352114204374&queryId=8234465770cf13c6598a359803141f19&_phsrc=hFB45385&_phstart=successSource
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Excerpt from “The Piper Family” found at  

 
By Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 

 
Mother: Josephine V. Wollam 
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John Piper & 1st wife, Josephine V. Wollam - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/41597405/person/132306991578/media/4955f8f2-9ef0-415d-9114-

19c14eec17c5 
 
 

Stepmother Alice Robert Piper 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/41597405/person/132306991578/media/4955f8f2-9ef0-415d-9114-19c14eec17c5
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/41597405/person/132306991578/media/4955f8f2-9ef0-415d-9114-19c14eec17c5
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/41597405/person/132306991578/media/4955f8f2-9ef0-415d-9114-19c14eec17c5
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John Piper & 2nd wife, Alice Robert/Roberts - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/41597405/person/132306991171/media/06963ea4-d0f9-4107-8833-

5668b45db14e 
 

Siblings: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/41597405/person/132306991171/media/06963ea4-d0f9-4107-8833-5668b45db14e
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/41597405/person/132306991171/media/06963ea4-d0f9-4107-8833-5668b45db14e
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/41597405/person/132306991171/media/06963ea4-d0f9-4107-8833-5668b45db14e
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Wedding of sister Dora Mae Piper (1885-1970) to Joseph Philander Gibson - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/41597405/person/132306991174/media/651f1cf4-8115-4bd2-8839-

b920f8a9b752 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/41597405/person/132306991174/media/651f1cf4-8115-4bd2-8839-b920f8a9b752
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/41597405/person/132306991174/media/651f1cf4-8115-4bd2-8839-b920f8a9b752
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/41597405/person/132306991174/media/651f1cf4-8115-4bd2-8839-b920f8a9b752


19 
 

 

 
marriage of Mary Piper (age 26) to William Rigdon (age 60) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/964516004:61379 
  

Name: Howard Jay Piper – Howard John Piper 
Name variations: Howard Jay: WWI draft – Howard John, WWII draft, Find A Grave, 
Veterans Administration Military Index)     
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private 
Serial number:  251,566 
Entered service from: Enid, Garfield OK  
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Howard J. Piper 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Mrs. Emma Piper, 910 W. Pine St., Enid OK 
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Returned from war on: "Leviathan" Mar/Apr 1919, "walking cases requiring dressing" 
Sailed on return ship as: Howard Piper 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: wife Mrs. E. Piper, 711 - 5th Ave. S.O. [sic], Great Falls MT 
(pvt, Co. L, 9th Inf.) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Howard Jay Piper - b. 5 Apr 1889 Palisade NE; res: 
Douglas, Garfield OK. Married. Farming for self at Douglas OK. Card signed Howard J. 
Piper. Medium height & build. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Howard John Piper - b. 5 Apr 1889 Palisade NE; 
res: Box 405, Lewiston, Fergus MT. NOK Mrs. Howard J. Piper, same address. Self-
employed at same address. Card signed Howard J. Piper. “scar on left wrist” – Height: 
5’10” – 175 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  9 Oct 1917 
Discharged:  2 May 1919 
Address:  Fort Benton MT 
Rank/unit:    private, Co. A, 9th Infantry 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  5 Apr 1889 Palisade, Hitchcock NE  
Died: 28 Feb 1954 Lewistown, Fergus Co. MT   
Find A Grave record: 77293875 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Lewistown, Fergus MT 
Cemetery:  Lewistown City 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  John Frederick Piper, 24 Mar 1861 Cantril, Van Buren IA – 3 Sep 1941 Douglas, 
Garfield OK. Son of Frederick Charles Piper & Mary A. Gardner.  
Following the death of his 1st wife Josephine Wollam Piper, in 1893, John married Alice 
Robert. 
Buried in Douglas Union Cemetery, Douglas, Garfield OK. 
Find A Grave:  12240516 
 
Mother:  Josephine V. (“Josie”) Wollam Piper, 9 Aug 1865 Van Buren Co. IA – 14 Apr 1893 
Palisade, Hitchcock NE. Died after giving birth to twin sons, Since her son Josiah was born 
& died in 1893 (date not located), her death may be linked to childbirth. Buried in Palisade 
Cemetery, Palisade, Hitchcock NE. 
Find A Grave:  12109290 
Parents’ marriage: 24 Sep 1881 Keosauqua, Van Buren IA 
 
Stepmother: Alice Roberts Piper, 23 Oct 1865 IA – 25 Dec 1932 Douglas, Garfield OK. 
Daughter of Oscar Roberts (F: 108450827) & Mary Anne Dille (F: 108450442).  Buried in 
Douglas Union Cemetery, Douglas, Garfield OK. 
Stepmother Find A Grave: 12240492 
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Stepmother’s marriage:  19 May 1894 Marion Street United Methodist Church, Boone, 
Boone Co. IA 
 
Spouse: Emma Walter Piper, 16 Feb 1890 Home City, Marshall KS – 12 Nov 1985 
Lewistown, Fergus MT (in Central MT Nursing Home). Daughter of Ferdinand John Walter 
(1849 Switzerland – 1903 CO, F; 6609496) & Barbara Detwiler (1850 Switzerland – 1932 OK, 
F: 6609510), both buried in Enid Cemetery, Enid, Garfield OK. In the 1900 census for 
Lincoln, Garfield OK, Emma E. Walter (10 KS, Feb 1890) lives with her parents Ferdian 
Walter (50 Switzerland, farmer, emigrated 1872) & Barbary Walter (50 Switzerland, 
emigrated 1873) & her 3 older siblings,  Emma is buried in Lewistown City Cemetery, 
Lewistown, Fergus MT. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  77293872 
Marriage: 26 Dec 1914 Kingfisher, Kingfisher OK 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Dora Mae Piper Gibson, 16 Jul 1885 IA – 4 Oct 1970 Garfield Co. OK. Wife of Joseph 
Philander Gibson (1862-1947, F: 12240476). Buried in Douglas Union Cemetery, Douglas, 
Garfield OK. F: 12240466 

• Mary L. Piper Rigdon, 23 May 1887 NE – 1918. Mary Piper, age 26, married on 28 May 1913 in 
Garfield Co. OK to William Rigdon, age 60. He was living in Douglas, Garfield OK in 1910, 
age 56, b. IN, with wife Mary J. Rigdon, age 46 & 2 McNaught stepchildren. He was the 
postmaster. Rigdon had been appointed postmaster 16 May 1908; he was replaced by 
Claud Keltner on 27 Jan 1915. He had married Mrs. Mary J. McNaught on 17 Jul 1906 when 
he was age 50. The death year of 1918 for Mary was found on Ancestry.com family trees & 
has not been confirmed in other sources. She shares a tombstone with her parents. They 
have month/day/year dates for birth & death, but her part of the tombstone simply reads 
“Mary Piper” (not Rigdon). In Douglas Union Cemetery, Douglas, Garfield OK. F: 12240531 

• Earl Frederick Piper, 15 May 1891 Palisade, Hitchcock NE – 12 Jul 1947 Manistee, Manistee 
MI. Married 23 Aug 1913 in Grand Rapids, Kent MI to Maud Akins (1894-127, FP: 72265159). 
Buried in East Hesperia Cemetery, Hespiera, Newaygo MI. FL 12348596 

• Joseph Lantz Piper, 12 Apr 1893 Palisade, Hitchcock NE – May 1969 Keokuk, Lee IA. SSN 
491-10-5177. Twin brother of Josiah Beitel Piper. Their mother died as a result of their birth. 
Married 27 Feb 1913 in Van Buren Co. IA to Bessie M. Davis (1891-1953, F: 197320172). 
Married 15 Oct 1935 in Troy, Doniphan KS to Ruth R. White (1950-1939). Buried in Keokuk 
National Cemetery, Keokuk, Lee IA. F; 164142771 

• Josiah Beitel Piper, 12 Apr 1893 Palisade, Hitchcock NE – 27 Jul 1893 Palisade, Hitchcock. 
Twin of Joseph Lantz Piper. Their mother died as a result of their birth. Buried in Palisade 
Cemetery, Palisade, Hitchcock NE. F; 12231302 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
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Wartime: 
 
“Enid (OK) Morning News” Friday 22 Jun 1917 p 6 – Howard J. Piper among the names of 
draft registration cards in Precinct 1 
 
“Enid (OK) Daily Eagle” Friday 20 Jul 1917 p 1 – “Garfield County Registrants Drawn in War 
Lottery Today” - #868 Howard J. Piper 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
             
"Great Falls [MT] Tribune" 2 Mar 1954 p 4 - age 64, American Legion employee since 1947, 
also a member. Funeral 3 Mar 1954, military rites at graveside Lewistown City Cemetery. 
Born 5 Apr 1889 Palisades NE, son of John & Josie Piper. Married Emma Walter 26 Dec 
1914 Kingfisher Co. OK. Came to MT 1915. Employed at Mountain States Telephone Co. 
until 1928, then farmed 7 years, then moved to Lewistown 1935 where he has lived ever 
since. In WWI – served in 2nd Div., 9th Inf. in France. Wounded 18 Jul 1918, spent time in 
several French hospitals. Upon return to the US was discharged May 1919 Ft. Lewis WA. 
Survived by wife & sister.  
 
Social Security number: 517-30-9217 
 
Censuses: 
 
1895 IA state census – Van Buren Co. IA 
John Piper, 33 IA, farmer 
Alice, 29 IA, keeping house 
Dora M., 9 NE 
Mary L., 7 NE 
Howard, 5 NE 
Earl F., 3 NE 
Joseph L., 1 NE 
Religion: Congregationalist 
 
1900 Van Buren, Van Buren IA 
John Piper, 39 IA, Mar 1861, parents b. Germany, married 15 years [not to his 2nd wife Alice], 
farmer 
Alice, 34 IA, Aug 1865, father b. OH, mother b. IN, gave birth to zero children 
Dora M., 14 NE, Jul 1885, at school 
Mary L., 13 NE, Mar 1887, at school 
Howard J., 16 NE, Apr 1889, at school 
Earl F., 9 NE, May 1891, at school 
Joseph L., 7 NE, Apr 1893,, at school 
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[for the children, both parents b. IA] 
 
1910 Otter, Garfield OK – father, stepmother, sister 
John Piper, 49 IA, parents b. Germany, in 2nd marriage, married 14 years, farmer 
Alice, 45 IA, parents b. OH, in 1st marriage, gave birth to zero children [wife] 
Mary, 21 NE, parents b. IA [daughter] 
 
1910 Covington, Garfield OK – is this him? Some data incorrect 
Howard Piper, 24 IA, parents b. IA, single, painter, house & barn 
Lodger with John G. & Laura A. Kring, their son & daughter & 2 other lodgers 
 
1920 Sun River, Cascade MT 
Howard J. PIKER, 30 NE, parents b. US, laborer, general farm [the print is faint and it could 
also be read as PIPER] 
Emma, 29 KS, parents b. Switzerland (Germany) 
 
1930 School District 46, Fergus Co. MT 
Howard J. Piper, 41 NE, parents b. IA, age 26 at 1st marriage, farmer, general farm, WWI 
veteran 
Emma, 40 KS, parents b. Switzerland, age at 1st marriage not recorded 
 
1940 Lewistown, Fergus MT – in rural Fergus Co. MT in 1935 
Howard J. Piper, 50 IA, farmer, farm 
Emma, 50 KS 
 
1950 Lewistown, Fergus MT 
Howard J. Piper, 60 NE 
Emma, 60 KS 
[occupation spaces left blank] 
 
 


