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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Piot, Lawrence William (Sr.) 
1898 Belgium – 1997 MI 

 
 

Lester William Piot – “Pittsburgh Post-Gazette” 11 Feb 1918 p 5 
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Lester William Piot - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/4616373/person/6037796147/media/70e9a1ae-58ee-485c-adcb-
ff206c664efd 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/4616373/person/6037796147/media/70e9a1ae-58ee-485c-adcb-ff206c664efd
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/4616373/person/6037796147/media/70e9a1ae-58ee-485c-adcb-ff206c664efd
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/4616373/person/6037796147/media/70e9a1ae-58ee-485c-adcb-ff206c664efd
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Election campaign 1947 for Detroit MI city council – “Detroit Tribune” Saturday 4 Oct 1947 

p 12 
 

 

 
“Detroit Free Press” Sunday 5 Oct 1947 p 15 

 



4 
 

 

 
Obituary of Lester William Piot Sr. – “Detroit Free Press” Thursday 9 Oct 1997 p 19 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_1521003238_1059-

03688?pId=1875177 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WS3N-PJN2 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_1521003238_1059-03688?pId=1875177
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_1521003238_1059-03688?pId=1875177
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_1521003238_1059-

03690?pId=1875177 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_1521003238_1059-03690?pId=1875177
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_1521003238_1059-03690?pId=1875177
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
 

 
“Connellsville (PA) Daily Courier” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Monongahela (PA) Daily Republican” Wednesday 2 Sep 1925 p 1 
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“Monongahela (PA) Daily Republican” Wednesday 2 Sep 1925 p 1 
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“Detroit Free Press” Sunday 2 Feb 1941 p 3 
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“Detroit Tribune” Saturday 4 Oct 1947 p 9 
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And the winner in the Detroit City Council race in 136 – Lester William Piot – “Detroit Free Press” 

Thursday 9 Oct 1947 p 30 
 
 

 

 
 

Arrival on SS “Kroonland” which left Antwerp, Belgium, on 28 Oct 1905 & arrived in New York City 
on 8 Nov 1905 of parents, siblings Helena & Aime & Lester as “Nestor”  - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_639-
0477?pId=4034774019 

 
 

       Wife: 
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Obituary of wife Helen Piot, d. 26 Sep 1990 – “Detroit Free Press” Friday 28 Sep 1990 p 2 

 
Children: 

 

 
Obituary of son Lester William Piot Jr. (1922-2013) – “Atlanta (GA) Constitution” 

Wednesday 6 Nov 2013 p B7 
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Lester William Piot Jr., 2nd from left - “Wichita (KS) Beacon” Tuesday 23 Aug 1949 p 6 
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Lester William Piot Jr. frequently mentioned on Newspapers.com doing presentations for 
Chrysler around the country, such as this one from “Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Sunday 11 May 

1952 p 35 – and in other executive positions 
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[article continues] 

 
Lester William Piot Jr. - “Zanesville (OH) Times Recorder” Wednesday 28 Apr 1954 p 7 

 

 
“Detroit Free Press” Sunday 30 Jan 1955 p 63 
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Obituary of son Glenn M. Piot (1925-1995) – “Detroit Free Press” Tuesday 23 May 1995 p 14 

 

 
Obituary of daughter Lillian Virginia Piot Ellison (1926-2006) – “Detroit Free Press” 

Thursday 4 May 2006 p 22 
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Daughter Joan Piot (1933-2015) – Pershing HS 1950 yearbook, Detroit MI – in Radio Guild - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_7960_1950_1_0042
?pId=426684658 

 

 
https://memorials.presleyfuneralhome.com/joann-

coleman/4366163/obit.php?&printable=true 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_7960_1950_1_0042?pId=426684658
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_7960_1950_1_0042?pId=426684658
https://memorials.presleyfuneralhome.com/joann-coleman/4366163/obit.php?&printable=true
https://memorials.presleyfuneralhome.com/joann-coleman/4366163/obit.php?&printable=true
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Father: 
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Naturalization application on 1 Apr 1908 of father William Piot, miner - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2717/images/31311_134280-

00637?pId=281383  
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2717/images/31311_134280-00637?pId=281383
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2717/images/31311_134280-00637?pId=281383
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Marriage of father William on 27 Jan 1923 in California, Washington Co. PA to Zoe 

Ferdinand Honore Quuenne - https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/4616373/person/6037795728/facts 
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PA death record of father William Piot  
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“Charleroi (PA) Mail” 27 Jan 1942 p 8 -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7503/images/NEWS-PA-

CH_MA.1942_01_27_0008?pId=493939720 
 

Mother: 
 

 

 
PA death record of mother Matilda Vandeneyde Piot - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406271_08
52-01306?pId=1654131  

 
Stepmother: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406271_0852-01306?pId=1654131
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406271_0852-01306?pId=1654131
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PA death record of stepmother Zoe - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_622204_0726-
01521?pId=3606595 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_622204_0726-01521?pId=3606595
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_622204_0726-01521?pId=3606595
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earch.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=7488&h=4027075592&tid=4616373&pid=6359172651&queryId=
8ad3386561b5118deb25d5e1c13bbfc5&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB45343&_phstart=succ

essSource 
 
 

Siblings: 
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Marriage license on 6 Dec 1910 of sister Helen Piot & Guiseppe Barli – Washington Co. PA - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61381/images/TH-1-159316-187270-

47?pId=1352850155 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61381/images/TH-1-159316-187270-47?pId=1352850155
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61381/images/TH-1-159316-187270-47?pId=1352850155
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Obituary of sister Helen Piot Barli – “Monessen (PA) Valley Independent” Wednesday 4 Oct 
1972 p 14 - https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8328/images/NEWS-PA-

VA_IN.1972_10_04_0014?ssrc=&backlabel=Return&pId=509939726 
 

 
Brother Aime Piot (1894-1982) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/4616373/person/6037796144/media/74133556-24f1-4b9e-9777-
afcb6c6a1cea 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/4616373/person/6037796144/media/74133556-24f1-4b9e-9777-afcb6c6a1cea
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/4616373/person/6037796144/media/74133556-24f1-4b9e-9777-afcb6c6a1cea
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/4616373/person/6037796144/media/74133556-24f1-4b9e-9777-afcb6c6a1cea
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PA birth record of brother Rene Piot (1907-1990) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60484/images/42411_644066_0785-
01329?pId=101393 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60484/images/42411_644066_0785-01329?pId=101393
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60484/images/42411_644066_0785-01329?pId=101393
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Obituary of Rene Piot’s wife Edith Lue Clymore Hooper Piot – “North County Times” 

(Oceanside CA) Thursday 19 Oct 2000 p 25 
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19950 Andover St., Detroit MI (May 2019) - 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/19950+Andover+St,+Highland+Park,+MI+48203/@4
2.4404735,-

83.0993802,3a,75y,91.4h,90t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sCd56Zebz2UTxlqx5Fe4VJA!2e0!7i16
384!8i8192!4m5!3m4!1s0x8824ce156958979d:0xce07c35ef571a5fa!8m2!3d42.440466!4d

-83.0989309 
 
 

 
 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/19950+Andover+St,+Highland+Park,+MI+48203/@42.4404735,-83.0993802,3a,75y,91.4h,90t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sCd56Zebz2UTxlqx5Fe4VJA!2e0!7i16384!8i8192!4m5!3m4!1s0x8824ce156958979d:0xce07c35ef571a5fa!8m2!3d42.440466!4d-83.0989309
https://www.google.com/maps/place/19950+Andover+St,+Highland+Park,+MI+48203/@42.4404735,-83.0993802,3a,75y,91.4h,90t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sCd56Zebz2UTxlqx5Fe4VJA!2e0!7i16384!8i8192!4m5!3m4!1s0x8824ce156958979d:0xce07c35ef571a5fa!8m2!3d42.440466!4d-83.0989309
https://www.google.com/maps/place/19950+Andover+St,+Highland+Park,+MI+48203/@42.4404735,-83.0993802,3a,75y,91.4h,90t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sCd56Zebz2UTxlqx5Fe4VJA!2e0!7i16384!8i8192!4m5!3m4!1s0x8824ce156958979d:0xce07c35ef571a5fa!8m2!3d42.440466!4d-83.0989309
https://www.google.com/maps/place/19950+Andover+St,+Highland+Park,+MI+48203/@42.4404735,-83.0993802,3a,75y,91.4h,90t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sCd56Zebz2UTxlqx5Fe4VJA!2e0!7i16384!8i8192!4m5!3m4!1s0x8824ce156958979d:0xce07c35ef571a5fa!8m2!3d42.440466!4d-83.0989309
https://www.google.com/maps/place/19950+Andover+St,+Highland+Park,+MI+48203/@42.4404735,-83.0993802,3a,75y,91.4h,90t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sCd56Zebz2UTxlqx5Fe4VJA!2e0!7i16384!8i8192!4m5!3m4!1s0x8824ce156958979d:0xce07c35ef571a5fa!8m2!3d42.440466!4d-83.0989309
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Mont-sur-Marcienne, Belgium - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mont-sur-Marchienne 
 

On 27 May 1995, Dolly Ferres of the Madison Heights MI Historical Commission 
interviewed 97-year-old Lester William Piot at his home in Madison Heights MI with his son 
Lester William Piot Jr. present. The taped interview was transcribed by John W. Weigel on 6 
Feb 2000. It was furnished by Steven Schwartz of Renton WA. On some points, Lester was 

extremely clear, on others a little vague.  
A synopsis follows: 

 
The interview was conducted on Beaupre St. in Madison Heights MI. Lester said he had 
lived there 13 or 14 years. He was born in Charleroi, Belgium in 1898. He came to the US at 
age 7, approximately 1905. The family went to Grandville, which was outside Charleroi PA.  
 
He joined the US Army on Jan 1, 2 or 3, 1918 [Army records indicate it was 2 Jan 1918] 
because there was a need for 3 additional men and he was a “fill-in.” He did not receive 
any basic training but sailed from New York after a week or two there [but also said he got 
on the ship on Jan 3 or 4, 1918 – the Tuscania sailed 24 Jan 1918]. He was age 21; his 
parents had not allowed him to enter the Army until 21. His son supplied the information 
his father was in the 20th Engineers, 6th Headquarters. 
 
Lester said “nothing happened for the fourteen, fifteen first days, and on this one day, 
which was the day before we expected to land, was a beautiful day on the ocean. … Quiet 
as could be. … And we had all kind of sports on that day, right up on top of the ship, and 
races, and whatever, and boxing, and … and then at supper time we all went back to our 
cabins of course, and I was … my group, which was the headquarters department … that’s 
what I was in … We went for the first setting of the meal. 
 
“That was exactly five o’clock their time. And we had our meal, and all … we all got up, and 
we all started to go upstairs. I was already in our pleasure room, like a parlor, whatever you 
want to call it … And we played cards up there, and I was sitting at my chair, and I was 
dealing the [inaudible]. 
 
“While I was still waiting by myself for my partners to come up, the whole thing exploded … 
down in the dining room where we had just left, and the second shift for dinner, they were 
all in water up to their waist … had already fallen down over the tables and chairs trying to 
get out. And then it started to filling up. And then I started to walkl around the ship. I … I 
didn’t get excited at all. 
 
“I started to walk different places on the ship, second, third, fourth deck above me, and it 
was all dark. The lights had all been turned off or burned out, or whatever it was. And I went 
by three of my buddies, who were standing still right in one place.” 
 
Lester confirmed to the interviewer that this occurred on 5 February 1918. 
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“Anyway, these three boys that I passed, everything was dark. They were standing … two of 
them were standing up, the other one was lying down on the floor, completely naked. … 
Taking all his clothes off. And then one of them was reading his Bible. And the other one 
was just swinging his arms in the dark. And not moving. They just stood right there and I 
kept on walking. Walked around to where the barber shop was, and their lights were still 
on. And nothing was in there, nobody was in there. Then I went up to the next deck and 
there weren’t anybody around up there … 
 
“I went clear up to the top of the ship, and all of our officers and other men, either in the 
Army or American … had something to do with the Army but they weren’t in the Army, they 
were all up on top of the deck, up on top of the ship. Quite a few of them. [Fact-check: 
there were 2 civilians from Detroit MI on board, Edward T. Fitzgerald & Abner Larned]. … 
“Then I went back down and I just kept walking around. I was all by myself, just looking at 
everything, unafraid of anything. … I finally went outside again, onto the board, sidewalk on 
the ship. … I was walking around there, and it was an English ship [three destroyers – 
Grasshopper, Mosquito, Pigeon – came to take US soldiers off the Tuscania], about 150 to 
a hundred feet away from me. And one of them called over to me and he said, ‘Better get a 
hold of that ropes’ … ‘sailor’ or ‘soldier’ – ‘we’re going to … we’re going to cut it loose. … 
And I’m … got the … the rope. It was right up above me. So I jumped up, got … got hold of 
that rope and they pulled me over there. And then from there they took me to Buncrana.” 
 
Lester explains the town was on the coast of Ireland and a shipping yard. He then explains 
to the interviewer that the ship was torpedoed. His son Lester Jr. explains: “There were 
three torpedoes that were fired at them, and two of them struck between two 
smokestacks, and she – the boat – listed almost immediately. [Fact-check: only 1 torpedo 
hit Tuscania].  Lester Sr. said the boat “went over” quickly but did not sink fast. His son 
explains “But it listed.” 
 
Lester Sr. recalled that some of the boys “just jumped over.” His son then says they landed 
at “Marn” (i.e. Larne). “And they stayed at a place called the King’s Arms there when they 
went to give them some beds and to … a place to rest, and sleep until they could move 
them out of there, and according to, I think, Dad, you were there about five days. Then they 
took you by train to Dublin, and then from there they went to Winchester, England. … They 
lost everything they had … on board, including uniforms and their shoes and everything.” 
The men were furnished with new English uniforms, which Lester Jr. said made them look 
“a sad sight.” Then the men were shipped to France.  
 
Lester recalled that in France, his outfit “went clear away from anywhere near the front” 
since “All day we were lumber men” in the southern part of France, where there were acres 
of pine trees. “They were there chopping down the pine trees to make ties and blocks, and 
whatever was needed at the front. … We were at least two hundred miles away from the 
fighting. … The only fighting was among ourselves.” 
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Lester explained “I happened to be in Headquarters Department because I spoke French. 
… And I had the best of everything, … And I was with the commander all the time. … And I 
drove his car.” 
 
Lester was in France about a year & then returned home to California PA. He married a year 
after coming home. Then he lived around California PA & Charleroi PA for the next 10 to 12 
years, and then moved to Detroit MI, during the Depression. He was told it was no use 
going to Detroit since there were no jobs there, but he was employed the first day he 
arrived. “It wasn’t a good job, but it was a job in a shop … in a store downtown … where 
they sold all taken-over stock from bankruptcies.” Lester also worked in a restaurant for a 
week. After 3 months, he brought his family to Detroit & rented a home. It took about a year 
to get established but then finally got one good job.  
 
He tells the interviewer he had 6 children, 4 girls & 2 boys. One of his children had died the 
previous week. [Son Glenn McKinley Piot had died 21 May 1995.] When asked how many 
grandchildren he had, Lester Sr. & Jr. together compute the number as 28 (Betty had 5 
children, Lillian had 4, Glenn had 4, Ruth had 4, Lester Jr. had 6]. They figure there are at 
least 15 great-grandchildren. The family rarely gets together, as they are spread out from 
California to Wheeling to Birmingham AL.  
 
Lester Jr. asks his father to talk about the Tuscania survivors group, which has a reunion 
“every so often.” Lester Sr. recalls that the first reunion was in Chicago IL, with a little over 
100 in attendance. Two years later, he promoted one in Detroit. Lester Jr. supplied the 
information that this occurred 8 Feb 1941 at the Hotel Teller in Detroit MI, with 23 
survivors. About 4 years ago, there were “only ten left.” They are unsure if anyone is left 
besides Lester Sr. Lester Jr. said “the last one gets a bottle of champagne. If he’s the last 
one, they don’t know who’s going to present it to him.”  
 
Lester Sr. now recalls Abner Larned [a Detroit businessman, whose name was supplied 
later in the interview by Lester Jr.]– a “government man” – “and it turned out that about 
fifteen years after I was in Detroit, he was the man in charge, in Detroit here, of all of the 
government work that they were promoting for the unemployed” during the Depression. 
[Larned was a businessman – Fitzgerald had been the secretary of the mayor of Detroit.] 
“And when I had my reunion, for the … Tuscania members, he took the chair to operate it, 
and he paid all the expenses” and furnished a female group of singers who had entertained 
at the White House the previous week. “That relation that I got with him was by being on 
the Tuscania. He was on the Tuscania for the government, some kind of work in the 
government. He wasn’t, he wasn’t a soldier.” 
 
  

 
 
 

Name:  Lester William Piot 
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Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number:  250,241 
Entered service from:  California, Washington Co. PA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Lester W. Piot 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father William Piot,  3rd St., California PA 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Lester W. Piot 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father William Piot, 3rd St., California PA (cpl, HQ Det., 
6th Bn, 20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 19950 Andover, Detroit MI  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Lester William Piot – b. 10 May 1898 Belgium; res: 
19950 Andover, Detroit, Wayne MI. NOK Mrs. Hellen [sic] Piot, same address. Employed at 
Plymouth Motor Co., Mt. Elliot, Detroit MI. Height: 5’8 ½” – 188 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  2 Jan 1918 [this is 22 days before Tuscania sails] 
Discharged:  11 Jun 1919 
Address:  400 McKean Ave.., Donora PA 
Rank/unit: corporal, HQ Co., 20th Engineers     
 
Birth & death: 
Born:   10 May 1898 Charleroi, Hainaut, Belgium  
Died: 7 Oct 1997 Madison Heights, Oakland MI   
Find A Grave record: 241183479 – created from burial information in "Detroit Free Press" 9 
Oct 1997 p. 19    
Burial location:  Troy, Oakland MI 
Cemetery:  White Chapel Memorial Park 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Guillaume Nestor (“William”) Piot, 18 Mar 1866 Bord Erps, Quertz, Belgium [1908 
naturalization application] or Mont-sur-Marchienne, Charleroi, Hainault, Belgium – 25 Jan 
1942 Charleroi, Washington Co. PA. Son of Perre Henri Ade Piot & Isabella Van 
Viewenhuyse.  
Widowed, he married Zoe Ferdinand Honore Wauthier Quenne (1868-1944) in California, 
Washington Co. PA on 27 Jan 1923.  
Died of gastric carcinoma.  
Buried in Highland Cemetery, California, Washington Co. PA. 
Find A Grave:  126269795 
 
Mother: Marie Mathilde (“Matilda”) Vanden Eyden Piot, 16 Feb 1869 Mont Sur-Marchienne, 
Charleroi, Belgium – 10 Aug 1921 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA (Mercy Hospital). Daughter of 
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Louis Vanden Eyden & Virginia Steenhod. Buried in Highland Cemetery, California, 
Washington Co. PA. 
Find A Grave:  126269770 
Parents’ marriage: 1893 (likely in Belgium)  
 
Stepmother: Zoe Ferdinand Honore Wauthier Quenne Piot, 13 Mar 1868 Charleroi, 
Hainault, Belgium – 5 Nov 1944 North Charleroi, Washington Co. PA. SSN 162-14-0552. 
She comes to the US aboard “Finland” which left Antwerp, Belgium, on 19 Dec 1922 & 
arrived in NYC on 31 Dec 1922. She said she was single, age 54, occupation: “wife” – 
heading to her fiancé W. Piot in California, Washington Co. PA & planning to live in the US 
permanently. She was a Belgian citizen of French nationality & last resided in Charleroi, 
Belgium. She had been born in Tout Marchieme (Marchienne?).  
Her son Nestor Ferdinand Joseph Quenne (listed as Nestor Piot) lives with William & Zoe 
Piot in the 1930 census in Charleroi, Washington Co. PA. He was born 22 Aug 1893 
(naturalization papers) or 22 Aug 1895 (PA death certificate) in Mont-sur-Marchienne, 
Belgium. His PA death record does not list his father’s name. He committed suicide with a 
“self inflicted cut on throat” – resulting in hemorrhage on 16 Jun 1943 in North Charleroi, 
Washington Co. PA. He was 4’10” & 115 pounds at the time of his death.  
Stepmother’s Find A Grave: buried in Highland Cemetery, California, Washington Co. PA 
but not on Find A Grave as of 2 Jul 2022. 
Stepmother’s marriage – 27 Jan 1923 California, Washington Co. PA. Daughter of 
Sylvain/Sylvin Wauthier & Marie Therese Franc. Her first husband was a Quenne; according 
to Ancestry.com family trees, he died 1916 (presumably in Belgium).  
 
Spouse: Helen Kathryn Arter, 7 Feb 1899 Jeanette, Westmoreland PA – 26 Sep 1990 
Sterling Heights, Macomb MI. Daughter of James E. Arter (F: 174494781) & Hannah Rupert 
(F: 31115254).  Buried in White Chapel Memorial Park Cemetery, Troy, Oakland MI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  241183658 – created based on information in her obituary & that of 
Lester’s 
Marriage: 16 Jun 1920 Charleroi, Washington Co. PA 
 
Children: 

• Helen Elizabeth (“Betty”) Piot Tifft, 20 May 1921 California, Washington Co. PA – 14 Nov 
1998 Redwood City, San Mateo CA. SSN 383-12-5369. Married in Henry Co. OH on 25 Oct 
1941 to Murray Tyler Tifft (1921-1984, F: 151273892) by Methodist minister John B. Tyler of 
Napoleon OH. She was a secretary, he was a “flyer.” Buried in Skylawn Memorial Park, San 
Mateo, San Mateo CA. F: 151273891 

• Lester William Piot Jr., 19 Aug 1922 North Charleroi, Washington Co. PA – 4 Nov 2013 
Cumming, Forsyth GA. Served in the US Army in WWII. Married 27 May 1944 in Detroit, 
Wayne MI to Frances Eva (“Goldie”) Halian (1918-2021). Married 25 Feb 1971 in Las Vegas, 
Clark NV to Joan Rust in a religious ceremony. Buried in Georgia National Cemetery, 
Canton, Cherokee GA. F: 120197348 

• Glenn McKinley Piot, 31 Dec 1925 Charleroi, Washington Co. PA – 21 May 1995 Dearborn 
Heights, Wayne MI. Married Dorothy Marie Wolan (1927-1995, F: 218745386). Buried in 
Saint Hedwig Cemetery, Dearborn Heights, Wayne MI. F; 218745167 
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• Lillian Virginia Piot Ellison, 26 Apr 1926 Sharon, Mercer PA – 2 May 2006 Warren, Macomb 
MI. Married 15 Mar 1947 in Detroit, Wayne MI to John Robert Ellison (1916-1990). Buried in 
White Chapel Memorial Park Cemetery, Troy, Oakland MI. F; 160675341 

• Ruth Hazel Piot Papke, 28 Nov 1927 Charleroi, Washington Co. PA – 3 Feb 1988 Royal Oak, 
Oakland MI. SSN 371-22-9230. Wife of William Robert Papke (1925-1981) whom she 
married 25 Nov 1950 in Highland Park, Wayne MI. 

• Joann (Joan) L.  Piot Coleman Watson, 29 Mar 1933 Detroit, Wayne MI – 18 Oct 2014 
Cookeville, Putnam TN. Was Joan Coleman in May 1995 & Joan Watson in Oct 1997. Listed 
as Joann L. Coleman in her funeral home notice. Was survived by son Mark Larson & 
daughter Catherine Smith. Ancestry.com family trees erroneously list death year as 2015.  

 
Siblings:  

• Helen Elizabeth (“Betty”) Piot Barli, 10 [obituary] or 11 [father’s naturalization application] 
Oct 1892 Mont Sur-Marchinne, Charleroi, Belgium – 20 Oct 1972 California, Washington 
Co. PA. SSN 169-50-8688. Married 6 Dec 1910 in California, Washington Co. PA to 
Guiseppe Barli. He was age 25, a resident of East Pike Run township, Washington Co. PA. 
Her father had to give his consent as she was age 18. Guiseppe is buried as John J. Barli 
(1885 Italy -1953, F: 125899651). They are buried in Highland Cemetery, California, 
Washington Co. PA. F: 125899595 

• Aime Piot, 29 Apr 1894 Charleroi, Hainaut, Belgium – Apr 1982 California, Washington Co. 
PA. SSN 191-07-4100. Married in 1916 in Washington Co. PA to Theresa Donkers (1895-
1994, F: 126270063). Buried in Highland Cemetery, California, Washington Co. PA. F: 
126269857 

• --- Piot, computed as born after 1900 (in Belgium? US?) but died before the 1910 census & 
did not emigrate in 1905 

• --- Piot, computed as born ca. 1902 in Belgium but not listed on ship when family emigrated 
in 1904 & not listed in the 1910 census BUT see Rene’s entry that he was the 5th child born. 

• Rene Piot, 24 Nov 1907 Mount Pleasant, Washington Co. PA – 14 Sep 1990 San Diego, San 
Diego CA. SSN 375-05-1464. His PA birth record says he is his mother’s 5th child, but with 
his birth, there are now 4 living children. Married 7 Feb 1931 in Charleroi, Washington Co. 
PA to Sarah Johns (1904-1939). Married 22 Jun 1940 in Lansing, Ingham MI to Gwendolyn R. 
Pearl (1907-1960).  Married 14 Apr 1962 in Los Angeles Co. CA to Edith Lue Clymore 
Hooper-Piot (1907-2000), daughter of William Arthur Clymore & Ella Frances Fowler. Edith 
is buried in Glen Haven Memorial Park, Sylmar, Los Angeles CA (F: 153231583) as is her 1st 
husband, Willis Hooper (1904-1949, F: 150701338).  

 
Notes:  
 
Lester was recorded with the first name of Nestor on the “Kroonland” passenger roster in 
1905, in his father’s naturalization application of 1 Apr 1908 & in the 1910 census. 
 
The Piot family emigrated from Charleroi, Belgium, which lies 40 miles south of Brussels. It 
is in the Walloon (French) part of Belgium. Readers of a Dutch daily newspaper once voted 
it as “the ugliest city in Europe.” It has dreary housing, defunct industries, high 
unemployment and crime.  
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The family – consisting of Guillaume (38), Mathilde (36) & children Helena (11), Aime (10) & 
Nestor (7) – all born in Belgium, emigrated aboard the “Kroonland” which left Antwerp, 
Belgium on 28 Oct 1905 & landed in NYC on 8 Nov 1905. They were Belgian citizens. They 
came from “Mont” & were heading to Mount Pleasant PA, to friend Joseph Donkers. 
Guillaume had $50.  
 
They came to California, Washington Co. PA and lived in Charleroi, Washington Co. PA in 
1930.  
 
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Harrisburg (PA) Evening News” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 12 – on board Tuscania: Lester W. Piot, 
father William Piot, California PA 
 
“Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the men on the 1st names 
of survivors received: from western PA – Lester W. Piot, California PA 
 
"Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette" 11 Feb 1918 p 5 - photo - age 21, son of Mr. & Mrs. William 
Piot of California PA, enlisted Dec 1917 aviation corps, on 2 Jan 1918 assigned to American 
University, Washington DC 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Detroit Free Press” Friday 27 Sep 1940 p 10 – Draft Board #4 member: Lester W. Piot, 
mechanic. 
 
"Detroit Free Press" 2 Feb 1941 p 3 - Piot chairman of NTSA, annual reunion at Tuller Hotel, 
Detroit, Feb 7-9 with banquet 8 Feb  
 
“Detroit Free Press” Sunday 7 Sep 1947 p 11 – a candidate in the 7 Oct 1947 municipal 
primary for Common Council is Lester W. Piot, Plymouth foreman, 19950 Andover.  
 
Obituary: 
 
Lester had 6 children (1 dead), 24 grandchildren, 41 great-grandchildren, 4 great-great-
grandchildren at time of death 
 
"Detroit Free Press" 9 Oct 1997 p 19 - age 99, late wife Helen, survived by 5 children, 
daughter predeceased him, retired from Chrysler Corp. 1962, WWI Army vet, VFW, funeral 
11 Oct, burial White Chapel (Troy MI)  
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Social Security number: 376-10-1287 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 not yet in the US – arrived 1905 
 
1910 California, Washington Co. PA – 2nd St. 
William Piot, 44 Belgium (French), parents b. Belgium (French), in 1st marriage, married 17 
years, emigrated 1904, alien, miner, coal 
Maud, 41 Belgium (French), parents b. Belgium (French), in 1st marriage, emigrated 1904, 
gave birth to 6 children, 4 are living 
Helen, 18 Belgium, servant, private family 
Amie, 16 Belgium, miner, coal [misread & misindexed as Annie] 
Nester, 14 Belgium 
Rene, 2 PA 
 
1920 California, Washington Co. PA – conducted 19 Jan 1920 [Lester marries 16 Jun 1920] 
William Piot, 53 Belgium, parents b. Belgium, emigrated 1905, naturalized 1912, miner, 
coal mine 
Matilda, 51 Belgium, parents b. Belgium, emigrated 1905, naturalized 1912 
Lester W., 23 Belgium, single, draftsman, steel mill, emigrated 1905, naturalized 1918 
Rene, 12 PA 
 
1930 Charleroi, Washington Co. PA – conducted 14 Apr 1930 
Lester W. Piot, 31 Belgium, parents b. Belgium, age 22 at 1st marriage, salesman, 
automobile, WWI veteran 
Helen, 31 PA, age 22 at 1st marriage 
Helen E., 8 years 5 months PA 
Lester W. Jr., 7 years 1 month PA 
Lillian, 5 years, month illegible [she was born in April] PA 
Glenn, 4 years 1 month PA 
Ruth, 2 years 3 months PA 
& father-in-law James E. Arter, 64 OH, widow, age 25 at 1st marriage, watchman, glass 
house 
 
1930 Charleroi, Washington Co. PA – father, stepmother, brother, stepbrother 
William Piot, 64 Belgium, parents b. Belgium, at 57 at 1st marriage [i.e., this marriage], 
foreman, coal mine 
Zoe, 62 Belgium, parents b. Belgium, age 55 at 1st marriage, emigrated 1923, papers filed 
[wife] 
Renee, 21 PA, DAUGHTER, parents b. Belgium, mechanic, garage [presumably son Rene] 
Nestor, 36 Belgium, parents b. Belgium, emigrated 1924, papers filed, laborer, steel mill 
[i.e. Nestor Quenne, William’s stepson, but listed as Piot, son] 
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1940 Detroit, Wayne MI – 19950 Andover Ave. – same place in 1935 
Lester W. Piot, 41 Belgium, naturalized, machinist, auto factory 
Helen, 41 PA 
Betty, 18 PA 
Lester, 17 PA 
Lillian, 15 PA 
Glenn, 14 PA 
Ruth, 12 PA 
Joan, 7 MI 
 
1940 Charleroi, Washington Co. PA – same place in 1935 – father, stepmother, stepbrother 
William Piot, 74 Belgium 
Zoe, 72 Belgium [wife] 
Nestor Quenne, 47 Belgium, laborer, steel works [stepson] [mistakenly indexed as 
JERENNE] 
 
1950 Detroit, Wayne MI – 19950 Andover 
Lester W. Piot, 51 Belgium, no occupation listed 
Helen K., 50 PA, office work, automobile manufacturing 
Glenn M., 25 PA, stenographer, insurance 
Ruth H., 23 PA 
Joan L., 17 MI 
& father-in-law James E. Arter, 83 OH, widower 

 
 


