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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

Phipps, John Vester 
1900 VA – 1982 VA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/164970507/person/352147211611/media/bc75a013-d20d-45ef-8390-
787177506a01?_phsrc=hFB45084&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/164970507/person/352147211611/media/bc75a013-d20d-45ef-8390-787177506a01?_phsrc=hFB45084&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/164970507/person/352147211611/media/bc75a013-d20d-45ef-8390-787177506a01?_phsrc=hFB45084&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/164970507/person/352147211611/media/bc75a013-d20d-45ef-8390-787177506a01?_phsrc=hFB45084&_phstart=successSource
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Delayed VA birth record filed 25 Apr 1942 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9277/images/44187_162028006072_0441-
00113?pId=8329988 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9277/images/44187_162028006072_0441-00113?pId=8329988
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9277/images/44187_162028006072_0441-00113?pId=8329988
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https://www.familysearch.org/search/ark:/61903/1:1:7BL6-F5PZ 

 
 
 

 
“Richmond (VA) Times Dispatch” Sunday 4 Nov 1917 p 52 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/ark:/61903/1:1:7BL6-F5PZ
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“Charlotte (NC) News” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Charlotte (NC) Observer” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 

 
Wife: 
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 wife Anna Lee Pierce (1902-1981) – Find A Grave 71094895 
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Marriage of son Jim Ted Phipps to Lois Marie Thornton on 29 Jun 1953 Guilford Co. NC - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6481183:60548 
 

Father: 
 

 
“Richmond (VA) Times Dispatch” Tuesday 7 Jun 1910 p 7 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6481183:60548
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     Stepfather: 
 

 Winfield Calloway Bagwell – Find A Grave 103927197 
     
 
Name:  John Vester Phipps 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,041 
Entered service from:  Fox, Grayson VA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  John V. Phipps 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: stepfather Win. C. Bagwell, Fox VA 
Returned from war on: "Mexican" Feb 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: John V. Phipps 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Winfield Bagwell, Fol (sic/Fox) VA (pvt, 158th Aero 
Sq)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as John Vester Phipps – b. 10 Nov 1900 Fox VA; res: 
Fox, Grayson VA. NOK wife Mrs. John V. Phipps, same address. Employed at Hercules 
Powder Co., New River Ordnance Works, Dublin, Pulaski VA. Card is signed J. Vester 
Phipps. “tattoo on left and right arm” – Height: 5’8” – 175 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  4 Nov 1917 
Discharged:  22 Mar 1919 
Address:  Bridle Creek VA 
Rank/unit:    private, HQ, 158th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  10 Nov 1900 Fox, Grayson VA  
Died: 25 Mar 1982 Independence, Grayson VA    
Find A Grave record:  71094800 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Independence, Grayson VA 
Cemetery:  Bridle Creek 
Tombstone:  
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Father:  Noah Rush Phipps, 10 Jun 1852 Grayson Co. VA – 11 Nov 1912 Grayson Co. VA. 
Son of Benjamin H. (“Preacher Ben”) Phipps & Eleanor Ann Long. Buried in B.H. Phipps 
Family Cemetery, Bridle Creek, Grayson VA. 
Find A Grave:  91804169 
 
Mother:  Martha Emma Looper Phipps Bagwell, 25 Feb 1883 Taylorsville, Alexander NC – 22 
Sep 1974 Sparta, Alleghany NC. Daughter of Bascomb Francis (Franklin) Looper & Susan 
Pauline Campbell. Buried in Bridle Creek Cemetery, Independence, Grayson VA. 
Find A Grave:  71094708 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Stepfather: Winfield Calloway Bagwell Sr., 27 Jul 1855 Independence, Grayson VA – 3 Oct 
1938 Fox, Grayson VA. Son of Hiram Burton Bagwell & Mary Calloway Has. 
Had married in 1879 to Jane (“Jency”) Bryant (14 Nov 1858 Grayson Co. VA – 4 Jan 1907 VA, 
F: 103927240) by whom he had children Bessie Emeline Bagwell Young (1885-1969) – 
Joseph Burton Bagwell (1887-1967) – Tina Ludema Bagwell (later Busic) (1889-1972) – 
Carrie Moelick Bagwell (later Roberts) (1893-1987) – Annie Laura Bagwell (later Andrews) 
(1895-1978) – Winnie Grace Bagwell (1897-1987). 
After Jane’s death, Winfield married Martha Emma Looper Phipps and had 4 children 
(listed below as John Vester’s half-siblings). 
Buried in Billy Bryant Cemetery, Fox, Grayson VA. 
Stepfather’s Find A Grave: 103927197 
Stepfather’s marriage: 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  John Vester was the oldest of the Phipps siblings. 

• Ray Watson Phipps, 21 Feb 1903 Grayson Co. VA – 11 Jul 1964 Bel Air, Harford MD. Married 
in 1933 to Eva Wave Mink (1913-2008, F: 152077484) who in 1973 married Vincent Worth 
Sebastian (1908-1987). – Also married to Mary Almina Daubert (1915-1989, F: 212321405). 
Buried in Bel Air Memorial Gardens, Bel Air, Harford MD. F: 167230128 

• Benjamin Hurley Phipps, 31 Jul 1907 Grayson Co. VA – 17 Apr 1991 Galax, Galax City VA. 
Husband of Velva Cox (1909-1995, F: 71096246), the daughter of Troy T. Cox & Sophronia 
Sissico Taylor. Buried in Bridle Creek Cemetery, Independence, Grayson VA. F: 71096216 

• Lena Pauline Phipps Cox, 17 Feb 1909 Grayson Co. VA – 22 Jan 1995 Mira Loma, Riverside 
CA. Married 3 May 1925 in Alleghany Co. NC to Dane Cox (also found as David Cox and 
John D. Cox), the son of Aros Bishop Cox & Lucy Ellen Boyer. Buried in Olivewood 
Cemetery, Riverside, Riverside CA. F: 145746018 
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• Ethel Mamie Phipps Phipps, 28 Dec 1910 Bridle Creek, Grayson VA – 19 Apr 2004 Laurel, 
Howard MD. Wife of Kyle Charles Phipps (1904-1965, F: 133202867). Buried in Felts 
Memorial Cemetery, Galax, Galax City VA. F: 132232769 

 
Half-siblings: by his mother Martha Looper’s 2nd marriage, to Winfield Calloway Bagwell 

• William Calloway Bagwell Jr., 4 Sep 1914 VA – 30 Dec 1997 Kingsport, Sullivan TN. Husband 
of Frances Fay (Frankie) Stallard (1919-1996, F: 117554089). Buried in Oak Hill Memorial 
Park, Kingsport, Sullivan TN. F: 117554090 

• Glen Scott Bagwell, 4 Dec 1916 Bridle Creek, Grayson VA – 16 Mar 1976 Aberdeen, Harford 
MD. Husband of Helen Virginia Sunday (1910-2000, F: 87324710) who was also married to 
Charles E. Vaught (1911-1953). Buried in Baker Cemetery, Aberdeen, Harford MD. F: 
87324709 

• Samuel Stuart Bagwell, 26 Jan 1919 Grayson Co. VA – 13 Nov 2009 Miami, Miami-Dade FL. 
Husband of Mozell Amanda Luper (1919-1985, F: 117761702). Buried in Woodlawn Park 
Cemetery South, Miami, Miami-Dade FL. F: 117761701 

• Lewis Gale Bagwell Sr., 13 Nov 1921 Bridle Creek, Grayson VA – 9 Aug 1976 Harrisonburg, 
Harrisonburg City VA. Buried in Lindale Mennonite Church Cemetery, Linville,, Rockingham 
VA. F: 138174901 

 
 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 224-24-8194 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 – not born 
 
1910 Wilson Creek, Grayson VA 
Rush Phipps, 57 VA, parents b. VA, in 1st marriage, married 9 years, farmer, own farm 
 
 


