DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

TUSCANIA

Phipps, John Vester
1900 VA -1982 VA
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ENLISTMENTS YESTERDAY

Five Men Join Aviation Section of Sige

nal CorpsetCurrie HRe-En-
Hats In Nuvy,

Recruiting yesterday showed a slight
improvement over the day before. At
the army #tation the following five
men enlisted in the aviation section
of the signal corps: Julius W. Coun-
cll, Apex, N. C.; John V. Phipps, Fox,
va.; Joseph 8 Cornett, Independence,
Va.; Nathan Keen, 103 South Third

Street, Richmond; Tolvie L. Shirah, Co-
L lumbia, 8, . Two colored men joined
the stevedore regiment. The were Ede
mund Gregory, of Henderson, N. C, and "’
Aubrey Thompson, of Mineral, Va,

“Richmond (VA) Times Dispatch” Sunday 4 Nov 1917 p 52
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TUSCANIA'S LIST
HAS NOT AS YET
BEEN COMPLETED

Washington, Feb. 11L.—From a list
of 1,832 American soldlers saved from
the torpedosd Tuscania thus far re-
ported to th+ war department, The
Associated Press today le enabled to
give the nawmes of more than 300
troops abon.d sUll unaccounted for,
No report has reached the
ment to chavge the estimate tha® only

112 American soldiers were lost and | Mem
officials, although expecting addition- | Decat

names to come in slowly, could give
no assurance as to when the list
would be complete.

war department checked azainst the
sailing list of troops shows 345 men
unaccounted for, but thirty-five uames
of survivors were made publi
night which do not appear on
ing list. It is assumed that s
diers possibly went aboard
cania ot the last moment wi
ing recorded on the salling
also that members of the «
have been among the milila
vors.

The list compiled by The Assoc'a
ed Press represents an aggregate of
142 hours The war department
had issued an official roster of the .
troops aboard the ship, the commit-
tee on public information
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“Charlotte (NC) News” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1
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SOUTHERNERS AMONG
TUSCANIA SURVIVORS

—.—-
Washington, Feb. 10.—Following
were among the Tuscania survivors:
Willlam G. Buhmann, Greensboro,

N. C.
Ora H. Capbell, Maynardsville,

Tenn.
Albert 8. Hucks, Branchville, 8 C,
Edward B. Adams, Knoxville,
Tenn.
Robert Love, Greenville, Tenn,
John V. Phipps, Fox. Va.
Miiton Pittman, Wilmington, N, C.
Macey E. Evans, Stem, N, C,
Francls B. Hutton, Abingdon, Va.
Stanley F. Wellman, Gibonsburgh,

(Gibbonsville?), Va.
Newman J. Galloway, Memphis,

Tenn.
R. Stewart Lillard, Decatur, Tenn,

“Charlotte (NC) Observer” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2

Wife:



wife Anna Lee Pierce (1902-1981) — Find A Grave 71094895




STATE OF NORTH

Marriage of son Jim Ted Phipps to Lois Marie Thornton on 29 Jun 1953 Guilford Co. NC -
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6481183:60548

Father:

INSTRLOTED FOR SAUNDERS,

Delegntes for Congressjonnl Convens
tlon Named hy Demoerais of Grayson.
[Special to The Times-Dispatch.)
Independence, Va.. June 6.—The
Demoerats of Grayson met in conven-
tion sSaturday and elected the follow-
ing delegates and alternates to the
congressional convention, which will
convene at Nocky Mount on the 1é6th
to nominate a candldate for Congress

in thix, the Fifth. District:

Delegates for Elk Creek District——
J. H. ghudy. W. J. Roberts, J. E. Col-
lins, W. & Barbery and R. L. Kirby.
Alternates—T, Gwyn, Marvin
Vaughan, J. & Bourne, B. C Phipps
and J. L. Reaves,

Delegates for Old Town District—8
W. Flelder, R. E Cox, 8 E. Young,
'l'gmmu Hig ln;. np’dm!:mmoi P}" CS:
Alternntes—A, or, ¢ .
rico, O. A. Carson, Ellls F. Cox and
E. P Osborne,

Wilson District: Delegates—G. (.
Graham. Boyden Cox, J. P. Bryant, C
E. Porter and Mack éolo; Alternates—
LAlex, Bryant, Osecar Grubb, Rush
Phipps, Bruce Wells and Alex. Con
nett,

Dolol‘gtu-ut—urto-d. Me. Dickey
and J, . Padgett,

Resolutions were cdogud indors-
Ing the course of Hon. 1. W, Baund.
ers  In  Congress, condemning the
Payne-Aldrich tariff, nstruetine
the delegates to vole for renom!-
nation of June Saunders

“Richmond (VA) Times Dis_patch” Tuesday 7 Jun1910p 7
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Stepfather:

|
| Winfield Calloway Bagwell - Find A Grave 103927197

Name: John Vester Phipps

Name variations:

Military:

On Tuscania: 158th Aero Squadron - private

Serial number: 250,041

Entered service from: Fox, Grayson VA

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: John V. Phipps

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: stepfather Win. C. Bagwell, Fox VA

Returned from war on: "Mexican" Feb 1919

Sailed on return ship as: John V. Phipps

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Winfield Bagwell, Fol (sic/Fox) VA (pvt, 158th Aero
Sq)

World War | draft registration (1917):

World War Il draft registration (1942): as John Vester Phipps —b. 10 Nov 1900 Fox VA; res:
Fox, Grayson VA. NOK wife Mrs. John V. Phipps, same address. Employed at Hercules
Powder Co., New River Ordnance Works, Dublin, Pulaski VA. Card is signed J. Vester
Phipps. “tattoo on left and rightarm” — Height: 5’8” - 175 lbs.

Veterans Administration Military Index:
Enlisted: 4 Nov 1917

Discharged: 22 Mar 1919

Address: Bridle Creek VA

Rank/unit: private, HQ, 158" Aero Squadron

Birth & death:

Born: 10 Nov 1900 Fox, Grayson VA

Died: 25 Mar 1982 Independence, Grayson VA

Find A Grave record: 71094800 - presence on Tuscania indicated in text
Burial location: Independence, Grayson VA

Cemetery: Bridle Creek

Tombstone:
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Father: Noah Rush Phipps, 10 Jun 1852 Grayson Co. VA-11 Nov 1912 Grayson Co. VA.
Son of Benjamin H. (“Preacher Ben”) Phipps & Eleanor Ann Long. Buried in B.H. Phipps
Family Cemetery, Bridle Creek, Grayson VA.

Find A Grave: 91804169

Mother: Martha Emma Looper Phipps Bagwell, 25 Feb 1883 Taylorsville, Alexander NC — 22
Sep 1974 Sparta, Alleghany NC. Daughter of Bascomb Francis (Franklin) Looper & Susan
Pauline Campbell. Buried in Bridle Creek Cemetery, Independence, Grayson VA.

Find A Grave: 71094708

Parents’ marriage:

Stepfather: Winfield Calloway Bagwell Sr., 27 Jul 1855 Independence, Grayson VA - 3 Oct
1938 Fox, Grayson VA. Son of Hiram Burton Bagwell & Mary Calloway Has.

Had married in 1879 to Jane (“Jency”) Bryant (14 Nov 1858 Grayson Co. VA -4 Jan 1907 VA,
F: 103927240) by whom he had children Bessie Emeline Bagwell Young (1885-1969) —
Joseph Burton Bagwell (1887-1967) — Tina Ludema Bagwell (later Busic) (1889-1972) -
Carrie Moelick Bagwell (later Roberts) (1893-1987) — Annie Laura Bagwell (later Andrews)
(1895-1978) — Winnie Grace Bagwell (1897-1987).

After Jane’s death, Winfield married Martha Emma Looper Phipps and had 4 children
(listed below as John Vester’s half-siblings).

Buried in Billy Bryant Cemetery, Fox, Grayson VA.

Stepfather’s Find A Grave: 103927197

Stepfather’s marriage:

Spouse:
Spouse Find A Grave:
Marriage:

Children:

Siblings: John Vester was the oldest of the Phipps siblings.

e RayWatson Phipps, 21 Feb 1903 Grayson Co. VA - 11 Jul 1964 Bel Air, Harford MD. Married
in 1933 to Eva Wave Mink (1913-2008, F: 152077484) who in 1973 married Vincent Worth
Sebastian (1908-1987). — Also married to Mary Almina Daubert (1915-1989, F: 212321405).
Buried in Bel Air Memorial Gardens, Bel Air, Harford MD. F: 167230128

e Benjamin Hurley Phipps, 31 Jul 1907 Grayson Co. VA - 17 Apr 1991 Galax, Galax City VA.
Husband of Velva Cox (1909-1995, F: 71096246), the daughter of Troy T. Cox & Sophronia
Sissico Taylor. Buried in Bridle Creek Cemetery, Independence, Grayson VA. F: 71096216

e Lena Pauline Phipps Cox, 17 Feb 1909 Grayson Co. VA - 22 Jan 1995 Mira Loma, Riverside
CA. Married 3 May 1925 in Alleghany Co. NC to Dane Cox (also found as David Cox and
John D. Cox), the son of Aros Bishop Cox & Lucy Ellen Boyer. Buried in Olivewood
Cemetery, Riverside, Riverside CA. F: 145746018
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Ethel Mamie Phipps Phipps, 28 Dec 1910 Bridle Creek, Grayson VA - 19 Apr 2004 Laurel,
Howard MD. Wife of Kyle Charles Phipps (1904-1965, F: 133202867). Buried in Felts
Memorial Cemetery, Galax, Galax City VA. F: 132232769

Half-siblings: by his mother Martha Looper’s 2" marriage, to Winfield Calloway Bagwell

Notes:

William Calloway Bagwell Jr., 4 Sep 1914 VA - 30 Dec 1997 Kingsport, Sullivan TN. Husband
of Frances Fay (Frankie) Stallard (1919-1996, F: 117554089). Buried in Oak Hill Memorial
Park, Kingsport, Sullivan TN. F: 117554090

Glen Scott Bagwell, 4 Dec 1916 Bridle Creek, Grayson VA - 16 Mar 1976 Aberdeen, Harford
MD. Husband of Helen Virginia Sunday (1910-2000, F: 87324710) who was also married to
Charles E. Vaught (1911-1953). Buried in Baker Cemetery, Aberdeen, Harford MD. F:
87324709

Samuel Stuart Bagwell, 26 Jan 1919 Grayson Co. VA — 13 Nov 2009 Miami, Miami-Dade FL.
Husband of Mozell Amanda Luper (1919-1985, F: 117761702). Buried in Woodlawn Park
Cemetery South, Miami, Miami-Dade FL. F: 117761701

Lewis Gale Bagwell Sr., 13 Nov 1921 Bridle Creek, Grayson VA — 9 Aug 1976 Harrisonburg,
Harrisonburg City VA. Buried in Lindale Mennonite Church Cemetery, Linville,, Rockingham
VA. F: 138174901

Pre-war:

Wartime:

Post-war:

Obituary:

Social Security number: 224-24-8194
Censuses:

1900 - not born

1910 Wilson Creek, Grayson VA
Rush Phipps, 57 VA, parents b. VA, in 1°* marriage, married 9 years, farmer, own farm



