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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 
  

Phillips, Burley Preston 
1894 TX – 1967 TX 
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TX death record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/110590:2272?tid=75099589&pid=48306135203&queryId=90ac0b7d81ca202a486b9
8c21d2e4c20&_phsrc=hFB45045&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/110590:2272?tid=75099589&pid=48306135203&queryId=90ac0b7d81ca202a486b98c21d2e4c20&_phsrc=hFB45045&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/110590:2272?tid=75099589&pid=48306135203&queryId=90ac0b7d81ca202a486b98c21d2e4c20&_phsrc=hFB45045&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/110590:2272?tid=75099589&pid=48306135203&queryId=90ac0b7d81ca202a486b98c21d2e4c20&_phsrc=hFB45045&_phstart=successSource
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Date of overseas service incorrect – sailed 24 Jan 1918 - 
https://www.familysearch.org/search/ark:/61903/1:1:QV18-FLTR 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/ark:/61903/1:1:QV18-FLTR
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https://www.familysearch.org/search/ark:/61903/1:1:W3R2-WK2M 
 

Wife: 
 

 
Obituary of wife Ruby Lora Hobbs Phillips – “Wichita Falls (TX) Times Record News” Monday 16 Jan 
1995 p 4 
 
 
  

Children: 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/ark:/61903/1:1:W3R2-WK2M
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Daughter Veda Yvonne Phillips Hoffman Jones (1926-2017) – Find A Grave 181626649 

 
 
Adopted sons (that is, Burley’s grandsons, the sons of his daughter Veda Yvonne Phillips Hoffman)  
 

    
Left: Garland Lee Phillips (1941-2019) – Find A Grave 199023916 – Right: Raymond Ray Phillips 
(1944-2013) – Find A Grave 203842490 
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Prison sentence for adopted son Raymond Ray Phillips – “Wichita Falls (TX) Times Record News” 
Wednesday 29 Mar 1961 p 2 
 

Siblings: 
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TX death record of sister Sarah Jane Phillips Holbrooks Hoard (1888-1982) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/974439:2272?tid=51120087&pid=13179473708&queryId=f470dda812ccf4a34608ee

70da988155&_phsrc=hFB45028&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/974439:2272?tid=51120087&pid=13179473708&queryId=f470dda812ccf4a34608ee70da988155&_phsrc=hFB45028&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/974439:2272?tid=51120087&pid=13179473708&queryId=f470dda812ccf4a34608ee70da988155&_phsrc=hFB45028&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/974439:2272?tid=51120087&pid=13179473708&queryId=f470dda812ccf4a34608ee70da988155&_phsrc=hFB45028&_phstart=successSource
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Brother William Franklin Phillips (1890-1963) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/161450692/person/362108856712/media/1910067c-c83e-48a8-99b8-

37e769077c64?_phsrc=hFB45033&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/161450692/person/362108856712/media/1910067c-c83e-48a8-99b8-37e769077c64?_phsrc=hFB45033&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/161450692/person/362108856712/media/1910067c-c83e-48a8-99b8-37e769077c64?_phsrc=hFB45033&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/161450692/person/362108856712/media/1910067c-c83e-48a8-99b8-37e769077c64?_phsrc=hFB45033&_phstart=successSource
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TX death record of sister Stella Mae Phillips Dane (1896-1960) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/22850067:2272 
 

 
Obituary of sister Doshie Phillips Adams (1898-1983) – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Friday 15 

Apr 1983 p 39 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/22850067:2272
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Obituary of brother Arlie Asbury Phillips (1900-1986) – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Wednesday 

19 Feb 1986 p 16 
 

 
Obituary of brother Jim Henry Phillips (1905-1995) – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Friday 20 Oct 

1995 p 28 
 

 
Name:  Burley Preston Phillips 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private 
Serial number:  251,563 
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Entered service from:  Poolville, Parker TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Burley Phillips 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father A.O. Phillips, Portville TX  
Returned from war on: "Princess Matoika" Aug 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Burley H. Phillips 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Albert Phillips, Poolville TX (pvt, Co. M, 9th Inf) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Burley Phillips - b. 16 Mar 1894 Boonsville TX; res: 
Poolville TX; registered in Wise Co. TX. Single. Farming for self 3 miles south of Boonsville TX. 
Medium height & build. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Burley Phillips - b. 16 Mar 1894 Wise Co. TX; res: 
Route 1, Megargel, Archer TX. NOK Mrs. Burley Phillips, same address. Self-employed at Megargel 
TX. Height: 5’10” – 165 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  19 Sep 1917 
Discharged:  8 Aug 1919 
Address:  Poolville TX 
Rank/unit:    private 1st class, Co. M, 9th Infantry 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:   16 Mar 1894 Poolville, Parker TX  
Died: 4 Nov 1967 Olney, Young TX  
Find A Grave record: 66149314 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower  
Burial location:  Olney, Young TX 
Cemetery:  Restland 
Tombstone:  veteran flat: Texas Cpl US Army WWI 
 
Father:  Abner Asbery (“Bud”) Phillips, 2 Jul 1862 Union, Will IL – 17 Aug 1934 Wise Co. TX. Buried 
in Oxford Water Cemetery, Wise Co. TX. 
Find A Grave:  44274711 
 
Mother: Elizabeth Douglas Phillips, 18 Jun 1866 Dongola, Union IL – 14 Jan 1941 Poolville, 
Parker TX. Daughter of Miles Douglas & Margaret Agner. Buried in Oxford Water Cemetery, 
Wise Co. TX. 
Find A Grave:  44274714 
Parents’ marriage:  16 Jan 1883 Weatherford, Parker TX 
 
Spouse: Ruby Lora Hobbs Phillips, 6 Mar 1904 Poolville, Parker TX – 15 Jan 1995 Olney, 
Young TX. Daughter of Edward Hobbs & Alice (Allie) Kenyon. Buried in Restland Cemetery, 
Olney, Young TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 66149301   
Marriage: 19 Feb 1922 Poolville, Parker TX 
 
Children: biological 
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• Ernestine Phillips, 23 Apr 1924 TX – 2 May 1924 TX. 
• Veda Yvonne (“Frances”) Phillips Hoffman Jones, 29 Apr 1926 Poolville, Parker TX – 20 Jul 

2017 Olney, Young TX. In the 1940 census, Veda Hoffman (age 13) lives with her parents & 
Merle Hoffman, listed as Burley’s son-in-law, in Parker Co. TX. Their marriage record shows 
a marriage On 30 Nov 1942 in Young Co. TX, Veda Phillips married Sewell Hoffman (1922-
1991, F: 49629845), by which time their son Garland Hoffman (later Phillips) was 13 months 
old. – On 2 Jun 1949 Veda married Charles Derrill Jones (1923-1979, F: 51098519). They 
divorced 20 May 1976 in Young Co. TX. – Buried in Restland Cemetery, Wise Co. TX. F: 
181626649 

 
Children: adopted/actually grandsons (the sons of Burley & Ruby’s daughter Veda Phillips 
by Sewell Hoffman) 

• Garland Lee Phillips, 26 Oct 1941 Olney, Young TX – 10 May 2019 Olney, Young TX. 
Owner/operator of G P’s Leather Shop in Olney for 46 years. Married Gena Dee Smith on 27 
Mar 1972 in Olney, Young TX. Buried in Restland Cemetery, Olney, Young TX. F: 199023916 

• Raymond Ray Phillips, 9 Mar 1944 Olney, Young TX – 29 Jan 2013 Wichita Falls, Wichita TX. 
At age 17, sentenced to 18 years in prison for rape. Married Joy Jeanette Jones on 15 May 
1969; divorced 5 Oct 1972 in Young Co. TX. – Married on 15 Jan 1974; divorced 25 Mar 1976. 
– Married Linda Murphy on 11 Nov 1978 in Eastland TX. Heavy equipment operator & truck 
driver. Cremated. F: 203842490 

 
Siblings:  Burley was the 6th child. 

• Cora Belle Phillips Anderson, 13 Dec 1884 IL – 4 Apr 1923 Harris Co. TX. Married 9 Mar 1914 
in Parker Co. TX to David Harrison (“Harry”) Anderson (1878-1956, F: 7947084). Buried in 
Perrin Memorial Garden, Perrin, Jack Co. TX. F: 7947098 

• George Edward Phillips, 9 Jan 1887 Poolville, Parker TX – 19 Dec 1971 Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma Co. OK. SSN 457-28-9829. 

• Sarah Jane Phillips Holbrooks Hoard, 21 Dec 1888 Cairo, Alexander IL – 1 Sep 1982 Denton, 
Denton TX. Married 1 Apr 1909 in Parker Co. TX to Jessie Arnold Holbrooks (1888-1961, F: 
52800477). Married on 4 Jul 1929 in Jefferson Co. OK to John Oscar Hoard (1876-1962, F: 
44047943). Buried in Boonsville Cemetery, Boonsville, Wise TX. F: 44047944 

• William Franklin (“Frank”) Phillips, 26 May 1890 Poolville, Parker TX – 30 Sep 1963 Enid, 
Garfield OK. Husband of Ethel Marie Warren (1894-1949, F: 133988385). Buried in Memorial 
Park Cemetery, Enid, Garfield OK. F: 133988333 

• Lillie Ann Phillips Simpson, 1 Apr 1892 TX – 2 Apr 1986 Milam Co. TX. Married 4 Aug 1909 in 
Parker Co. TX to Matthew Mark Simpson (1888-1963, F: 105244023). Buried in East 
Greenwood Cemetery, Weatherford, Parker TX. F: 105243992 

• Stella Mae Phillips Rose Dane, 6 Mar 1896 Wise Co. TX – 4 Jan 1960 Weatherford, Parker TX. 
Married on 24 Sep 1920 to James Clarence Rose (1898-1940, F: 16166120).  Wife of Othela 
Newton (“Boss”) Dane (1886-1961, F: 6779915), a Baptist minister, buried with his wife 
Arzula Kerr (1890-1942). Othela & Stella resided in Weatherford, Parker TX in the 1950 
census. Her TX death certificate reads Mrs. O.N. Dane. She is buried as Mae Rose Dane in 
Oxford Water Cemetery, Wise Co. TX. F: 16165387 

• Doshie (Docia) Phillips Adams, 15 Dec 1898 TX – 3 Apr 1983 Weatherford, Parker TX. 
Married 17 Jan 1918 in Parker Co. TX to Clarence Roy Adams (1897-1966, F: 82904947). 
Buried in East Greenwood Cemetery, Weatherford, Parker TX. F: 82904987 



14 
 

 

• Arlie Asbury Phillips, 30 Jul 1900 Wise Co. TX – 17 Feb 1986 Weatherford, Parker TX. 
Husband of Mattie Lee --- (1912-2007, F: 31070577) whom he married 21 Apr 1931. Buried 
in Oxford Water Cemetery, Wise Co. TX. F: 44274712  

• Tela Matilda Phillips Wright, 3 Nov 1902 TX – 7 Mar 1985 Weatherford, Parker TX. SSN 461-
38-7220. Wife of John Edward (“Ed”) Wright (1901-1978, F: 57013361). Buried in East 
Greenwood Cemetery, Weatherford, Parker TX. F: 57013277 

• James (Jim) Henry Phillips, 18 Jun 1905 Poolville, Parker TX – 19 Oct 1995 Weatherford, 
Parker TX. SSN 458-52-9716. Married in 1934 to Rettie B. Robbins (1905-1977). Married to 
Laura Burton (1909-2005, F: 25925204).  Buried in Poolville Cemetery, Poolville, Parker TX. 
F: 73235707 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Retired oilfield worker when died, survived by wife, daughter, 3 sons, brother, 4 sisters  
 
 
Social Security number:  466-28-6721 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 8, Wise Co. TX 
Abner C. Phillips, 37 IL, Jul 1862, father b. NC, mother b. IL, married 15 years, farmer 
Elzabeth S., 35 IL, Jun 1864, parents b. IL, gave birth to 8 children, 8 are living 
Cora B., 16 TX, Dec 1883, farm laborer 
George E., 14 TX, Jan 1886, farm laborer 
Sarah J., 11 IL, Dec 1888, farm laborer 
William F., 10 TX, May 1890, farm laborer 
Lillie A., 8 TX, Apr 1892 
Berlie P., 6 TX, Mar 1894 
Stellie, 4 TX, Mar 1896 
Docia, 2 TX, Dec 1897 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 3, Parker Co. TX 
Abner A. Phillips, 47 IL, parents b. IL, married 27 years, farm, general farm [age misindexed 
as 27] 
Elizabeth, 44 IL, parents b. IL, gave birth to 11 children, 11 are living 
Cora B., 25 IL 
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William F., 19 TX, farmer, home 
Berlie, 16 TX, farm, home 
Stellie M., 14 TX 
Doshie, 12 TX 
Arley A., 10 TX 
Arley A., 10 TX 
Tela M., 8 TX [misindexed as Irla] 
James N., 5 TX 
 
1920 cannot locate 
 
1930 Precinct 3, Parker Co. TX 
Burley P. Phillips, 36 TX, parents b. NC, age 28 at 1st marriage, farmer, general farm, WWI 
veteran [misread as both Renly & Ruby] 
Ruby Leora, 26 TX, parents b. TX, age 18 at 1st marriage 
Veda V. Vaught, 3 TX 
 
1940 Archer Co. TX- same house in 1935 
Burley P. Phillips, 46 TX, farmer 
Ruby, 36 TX 
Frances Hoffman, 13 TX, married [daughter] 
Merle Hoffman, 17 TX, cook CCC boarding house, in 1935 in rural Throckmorton TX [son-in-
law] 
 
1950 Olney, Young TX 
Burley Phillips, 56 TX, helper on red machine, oil well clean out business 
Ruby, 46 TX, ironer, public [wife] 
Garland, 8 TX [son] 
Roy, 6 TX [son] 
Francis Jones, 24 TX, married [misread as Janes] 
 


