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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 
 
 

Phelps, Elmer Logan 
1879 CA – 1936 OR 
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OR death record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/493109:61675 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/493109:61675
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https://www.familysearch.org/search/ark:/61903/1:1:7TSH-XB6Z 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/9KG6-6B9 
 

Wife Jessie Marian Wake Bramhall: 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/ark:/61903/1:1:7TSH-XB6Z
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marriage of Elmer Logan Phelps to Jessie M. Bramhall 29 Nov 1907 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4399:61677 

 

 
“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Friday 29 Nov 1907 p 17 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/78369734/?terms=%22elmer%20phelps%22&match=1 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4399:61677
https://www.newspapers.com/image/78369734/?terms=%22elmer%20phelps%22&match=1
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Obituary of Jessie Campbell – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Wednesday 20 Jan 1960 p 5 

 
Wife Eva Valentine Woods: 

 

 
Hmmm? “Salem (OR) Statesman-Journal” Thursday 25 Jan 1912 p 4 
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Elmer Logan Phelps accuses brother Frank Phelps & wife Eva Phelps of an affair while he is at war, 

resulting in their arrest & the jailing of Frank – “Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Friday 7 Feb 
1919 p  

6 
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OR death record of Eva Valentine Woods Phelps Weber – her father was George WOODS, not 

Weber - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/146694:61675?tid=&pid=&queryId=8fdd6cb4f674c9e0652fcd4a3a6e7111&_phsrc=h

FB45005&_phstart=successSource  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/146694:61675?tid=&pid=&queryId=8fdd6cb4f674c9e0652fcd4a3a6e7111&_phsrc=hFB45005&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/146694:61675?tid=&pid=&queryId=8fdd6cb4f674c9e0652fcd4a3a6e7111&_phsrc=hFB45005&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/146694:61675?tid=&pid=&queryId=8fdd6cb4f674c9e0652fcd4a3a6e7111&_phsrc=hFB45005&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage of Eva Valentine Woods Phelps to John Weber 30 Aug 1947 McMinnville, Yamhill OR - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90050080:61677 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90050080:61677
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OR death notice of John R. Weber (1899 Russia – 1968 OR) -  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/742747:61675?tid=&pid=&queryId=f11688e407bb055463922828d79e288c&_phsrc=

hFB44999&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
“Oregon Daily Journal” Sunday 31 Jul 1921 p 14 
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Children: 
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Marriage of son Theodore Anthony Phelps 1909-1994) to Stella Genevieve Fraser on 24 Jun 1931 in 
Aberdeen, Grays Harbor WA - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1050451752:2378?tid=29544669&pid=26210473099&queryId=bea64fce3e45896b69
27fd9b023fe900&_phsrc=hFB44959&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Marriage of Theodore Anthony Phelps (his 2nd) to Margot Ruth Chapman Gauer (her 3rd) on 18 May 
1936 in Vancouver, Clark WA - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-996J-
5SFJ?cc=1534448 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1050451752:2378?tid=29544669&pid=26210473099&queryId=bea64fce3e45896b6927fd9b023fe900&_phsrc=hFB44959&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1050451752:2378?tid=29544669&pid=26210473099&queryId=bea64fce3e45896b6927fd9b023fe900&_phsrc=hFB44959&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1050451752:2378?tid=29544669&pid=26210473099&queryId=bea64fce3e45896b6927fd9b023fe900&_phsrc=hFB44959&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of son Melvin Richard Phelps (1911-1999) – “Salem (OR) Statesman-Journal” Thursday 8 

Apr 1999 p 21 
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OR birth record of Melvin Richard Phelps - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/323898:61676 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/323898:61676
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/323898:61676
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Obituary of daughter Florence Virginia Phelps O’Dell (1913-1994) – “Salem (OR) Statesman-

Journal” Friday 22 Apr 1994 p 13 
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OR birth record of daughter Elnora Leona Phelps Thomson Monroe (1920 -  ) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/497092:61676?tid=29544669&pid=26212771177&queryId=a0e13bb01e7d28207e1e

a1893e25af0a&_phsrc=hFB44951&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/497092:61676?tid=29544669&pid=26212771177&queryId=a0e13bb01e7d28207e1ea1893e25af0a&_phsrc=hFB44951&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/497092:61676?tid=29544669&pid=26212771177&queryId=a0e13bb01e7d28207e1ea1893e25af0a&_phsrc=hFB44951&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/497092:61676?tid=29544669&pid=26212771177&queryId=a0e13bb01e7d28207e1ea1893e25af0a&_phsrc=hFB44951&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage of daughter Elnora Leona Phelps to Kenneth Edward Thomson 10 Dec 1938 McMinnville, 

Yamhill OR - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/121903348:61677?tid=29544669&pid=26212771177&queryId=a0e13bb01e7d28207

e1ea1893e25af0a&_phsrc=hFB44953&_phstart=successSource 
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OR marriage record of daughter Elnora Leona Phelps Thomson to Vivian Oren Monroe on 5 Feb 
1949 -  
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/90073180:61677?tid=29544669&pid=26212771177&queryId=a0e13bb01e7d28207e
1ea1893e25af0a&_phsrc=hFB44952&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90073180:61677?tid=29544669&pid=26212771177&queryId=a0e13bb01e7d28207e1ea1893e25af0a&_phsrc=hFB44952&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90073180:61677?tid=29544669&pid=26212771177&queryId=a0e13bb01e7d28207e1ea1893e25af0a&_phsrc=hFB44952&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90073180:61677?tid=29544669&pid=26212771177&queryId=a0e13bb01e7d28207e1ea1893e25af0a&_phsrc=hFB44952&_phstart=successSource
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https://tillamookbaycc.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/TBCC-Foundation-Newsletter-July-
2019.pdf 
 

Siblings: 
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Sister Edith Elizabeth Phelps Sims (1881-1985) – Find A Grave 129096945 
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OR death record of sister Frances Phelps Bamman (1888-1907) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/231084:61675?tid=56881&pid=24114899937&queryId=ecb7c3a66feeff263a8f01b72
1356d00&_phsrc=hFB44978&_phstart=successSource  
 
Name:  Elmer Logan Phelps  
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number:  250,838 
Entered service from:  Gresham, Multnomah OR 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Elmer L. Phelps 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Mrs. Eva V. Phelps, Gresham OR 
Returned from war on: "Finland" Aug 1918, "surgical - all to Ellis Island" 
Sailed on return ship as: Elmer L. Phelps 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. E.V. Phelps, Gresham OR (pvt, Co. F, 20th Engrs)  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/231084:61675?tid=56881&pid=24114899937&queryId=ecb7c3a66feeff263a8f01b721356d00&_phsrc=hFB44978&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/231084:61675?tid=56881&pid=24114899937&queryId=ecb7c3a66feeff263a8f01b721356d00&_phsrc=hFB44978&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/231084:61675?tid=56881&pid=24114899937&queryId=ecb7c3a66feeff263a8f01b721356d00&_phsrc=hFB44978&_phstart=successSource
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World War I draft registration (1917):  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  12 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  8 Jan 1919 
Address:  923 Depot St., McMinnville, Yamhill OR 
Rank/unit:    private 1st class, Detachment Patients 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  21 Jul 1879 Livermore, Alameda CA (Veterans Administration Military Index: 22 Jul 1882)  
Died: 19 Jul 1936 McMinnville, Yamhill OR (18 Jul 1936 in OR Death Index & VAMI)  
Find A Grave record:  31015100 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  McMinnville, Yamhill OR 
Cemetery:  Evergreen Memorial Park 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Thomas Delon Phelps, 12 May 1836 Athens, Bradford PA – 8 Mar 1920 Clackamas 
Co. OR. Son of William Phelps & Harriet Emily Tuttle. Civil War veteran (Union). Buried in 
Cliffside Cemetery, Sandy, Clackamas OR.  
Find A Grave:  203657231 
 
Mother:  Mary Virginia Leake Phelps, 9 Aug 1848 MO – 8 Nov 1915 Sandy, Clackamas OR%. 
Daughter of William Heston Leake & Sophia Pursley. Buried in Cliffside Cemetery, Sandy, 
Clackamas OR. 
Find A Grave:  23129158 
Parents’ marriage:  27 Jan 1867 Linn, Osage MO 
 
Spouse: Jessie Marian Wakefield Bramhall Phelps Bramhall Campbell, 5 Jul 1875 Carroll, 
Carroll IA – 21 Jan 1960 Clarkston, Asotin WA. Daughter of Byron Jenches Wakefield & Mary 
Ellen Fewell. Was married to Joseph Newton Bramhall (1897-1948, F: 29557629) in 1897. In 
the 1900 census, they are married & living in Sevier, Clackamas OR. As Jessie M. Bramfield, 
married Elmer Phelps in 1907. – in the 1920 census, she & Joseph Bramhall are together & 
indicate they have been married 2 years. In 1928, Joseph marries Meda Avoline Hatch 
(1871-1949). But – 
Her name appears to read Jennie in the 1910 census; she is age 33, b. WA, father b. MO, 
mother b. TN, his 2nd marriage, appears to be her 1st marriage. 
Married in 1926 to John R. Campbell (1875-1952, F: 28622843). 
Jessie is buried in Vineland Cemetery, Clarkston, Asotin WA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:28622842 
Marriage: “Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Friday 29 Nov 1907 p 17 – application for 
marriage license of Elmer Phelps, age 32, of Bull Run & Jessie M. Bramhall, age 32, of Bull 
Run. OR marriage records confirm marriage on 29 Nov 1907. 
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Spouse: Eva Valentine Woods Phelps Weber, Aug 1895 OR – 21 Apr 1958 OR.  Daughter of 
George Woods & Alice M. Woods. 
In the 1900 census for Sievers, Clackamas OR, she lived with her parents, George W. & 
Alice M. Woods, They were both age 39; she was age 4, born Aug 1895 OR. 
In the 1910 census for Bull Run, Clackamas OR, Eva “Hardin” (14 OR, stepdaughter, father 
b. IA, mother b. WI) lived with stepfather William Hardin (49 AR) & his wife (her mother), 
Alice (49 WI) who have been married 5 years. Alice said she had given birth to 7 children, 7 
of whom are living.  
Married 30 Aug 1947 in McMinnville, Yamhill OR to John Weber (1899 Russia – 1968 OR, F: 
177026129) She was age 55. 
Buried in Evergreen Memorial Park, McMinnville, Yamhill OR. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  177026079 
Marriage: found as 1910 on Ancestry.com family trees. Son Theodore was born in 1909.  
 
Children:  

• Theodore Anthony (“Tony”) Phelps, 14 Apr 1909 OR – 14 Jul 1994 Bainbridge Island, Kitsap 
WA. SSN 541-01-5110. Name also found as Anthony T. Cannot locate birth record. – 
Married 24 Jun 1931 in Aberdeen, Grays Harbor WA to Stella Genevieve Fraser. –  Married on 
18 May 1936 in Vancouver, Clark WA to Margot Ruth Chapman Gauer – her 3rd, his 2nd 
marriage. - Married on 8 Mar 1937 in WA to Anna Lovira Freese Sandberg (1914-2000).  

• Melvin Richard Phelps, 18 Aug 1911 Sandy, Clackamas OR – 5 Apr 1999 McMinnville, 
Yamhill OR. Married 15 Jul 1939 in Yamhill Co. OR to Lucille Bernice Thomson (1916-1983, 
SSN 540-05-1533, F: 117356421). Buried in Evergreen Memorial Park, McMinnville, Yamhill 
OR. F: 9334921 

• Florence Virginia Phelps O’Dell, 8 Jul 1913 Sandy, Clackamas OR – 20 Apr 1994 Lincoln 
City, Lincoln OR. SSN 542-09-2946. Married in 1937 to Ernest Tillman (“Ernie”) Dell (1912-
1966, F; 31015493) whose obituary does not mention Florence. They are buried in the same 
cemetery, but Ernest is buried separately and Florence shares her tombstone with her 
father Elmer. Buried in Evergreen Memorial Park, McMinnville, Yamhill OR. F: 59076831 

• Elnora Leona Thomson Monroe, 24 Oct 1920 CA -    . Married 10 Dec 1938 in McMinnville, 
Yamhill OR to Kenneth Edward Thomson (age 17); she was age 18. – Married Vivian Oren 
(“Buck”) Monroe (1917-2010, F: 126697067), b. 23 Nov 1919 OR). It was the 2nd marriage for 
both. He is buried in Cliffside Cemetery, Sandy, Clackamas OR. The tombstone is engraved 
“Together forever” and has Elnora’s birth date but not a death date.  

 
Siblings:  

• Georgiana Phelps, ca. 1867 MO – 
• Ida M. Phelps, ca. 1869 Brookfield, Linn MO – died before 1880 census 
• William Harrison Phelps, Apr 1871 Baxter Springs, Cherokee KS – 26 Sep 1936 Bremerton, 

Kitsap WA. Corporal in US Marine Corps. Buried in Cliffside Cemetery, Sandy, Clackamas 
OR. F: 23136240 

• John Milton Phelps, 26 Mar 1874 (tombstone, also found as 1875) Baxter Springs, Cherokee 
KS – 27 Apr 1955 Umatilla Co. OR. Married to Bessie Bel Embree (1886-1973) who on 24 
Dec 1904 in Oregon City, Clackamas OR had married Willis Emery Burbank (1882-1926). 
John & Bessie married ca. 1915. Buried in Riverview Abbey Mausoleum & Crematory, 
Portland, Multnomah OR. F: 187179735 
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• Frank James Phelps, 30 Jul 1876 Livermore, Alameda CA – 29 Jul 1924 Multnomah Co. OR. 
Married before 1904 to Margaret Viola (Maggie) Lowe (1885-1954); divorced by 1906. 
Married 4 Jul 1914 in Jackson Co. OR to Hazel Rose Poket (1897-1986). When Elmer returns 
from war, he alleges that his wife Eva and brother Frank had an affair; both are arrested. 
Although Ancestry.com records say divorced by 1918, their divorce notice appears 

• Edith Elizabeth Phelps Sims, 4 Jan 1881 Livermore, Alameda CA – 4 Jan 1985 Lewiston, Nez 
Perce ID. Married 4 Aug 1904 in Portland, Multnomah OR to Joseph Don (“Joe Don”) Sims 
(1877-1968, F: 129096949). Edith died on her 104th birthday, the last of the siblings. Buried 
in Normal Hill Cemetery, Lewiston, Nez Perce ID. F: 129096945 

• Alton Blaine Phelps, 17 Oct 1884 Clackamas Co. OR – 31 May 1959 Multnomah Co. OR. 
Married Inez Krigbaum (1890-1970, F: 74890908, who had been married to Kelly Joseph 
Boyer (1881-1932).  

• Frances/Francis H. Phelps Bamman, 27 Oct 1888 OR – 29 Jul 1907 Portland, Multnomah 
OR. Married in 1905 in Multnomah Co. OR to Henry Bamman.  

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 – among those on board 
Tuscania: Elmer L. Phelps of Gresham OR 
 
“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 12 – “Northwest Survivors” of 
Tuscania include Phelps, Elmer L., Gresham OR 
 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 – among those not yet accounted for: Elmer 
L. Phelps of Gresham WA 
 
“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Sunday 1 Dec 1918 p 21 – on the casualty list, 
wounded, degree undetermined: Pvt. Elmer L. Phelps, Gresham OR 
 
“Grants Pass (OR) Daily Courier” Sunday 1 Dec 1918 p 1 – from Oregon, wounded severely 
– Elmer L. Phelps, Gresham OR [his foot is amputated during the war] 
 
“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Sunday 27 Mar 1921 p 16 – “856 Oregon Men 
Wounded / List of Soldiers Compiled” includes, from Multnomah Co., Elmer L. Phelps of 
Gresham OR. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
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Censuses: 
 
1870 Baxter Springs, Cherokee KS 
Thomas B. Phelps, 34 PA, carpenter 
Mary B., 21 MO, keeping house 
Georgiana, 3 MO 
Ida M., 1 MO 
 
1880 Livermore, Alameda CA – 3rd St. 
Thomas D. Phelps, 45 PA, parents b. PA, carpenter 
Mary B., 33 MO, parents b. OH, keeping house 
William H., 10 KS, at school 
John M., 8 KS 
Frank, 5 CA 
Elma, 1 CA [i.e. Elmer] 
 
1900 Sievers, Clackamas OR 
Thomas Phelps, 64 PA, Mar 1836, parents b. PA, married 33 years, farmer 
Mary Virginia, 53 MO, Aug 1846, father b. VA, mother b. OH, gave birth to 9 children, 7 are 
living 
William H., 29 KS, Apr 1871, laborer, Portland City Water Works 
Elmer Logan, 21 CA, Jul 1878 laborer, sawmill 
Edith Elizab., 19 CA, Jan 1881, at school 
Alton Blaine, 15 OR, Oct 1884, farm laborer 
Francis H., 12 OR, Oct 1887, at school 
[all the children are single] 
 
1910 Cascades, Clackamas OR – no children living with parents 
Thomas D. Phelps, 74 PA, father b. WV, mother b. OH, married 43 years, carpenter, house 
Mary V., 61 MO, father b. England, mother unknown, gave birth to 9 children, 6 are living 
 
 
1910 Sievers, Clackamas OR – his future wives? – both Eva Valentine Woods & Jessie M. 
Bramhall 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/68412409:7602?tid=&pid=&queryId=391964220e12f63b98292b0f4e5b6288
&_phsrc=hFB45010&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/68412409:7602?tid=&pid=&queryId=391964220e12f63b98292b0f4e5b6288&_phsrc=hFB45010&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/68412409:7602?tid=&pid=&queryId=391964220e12f63b98292b0f4e5b6288&_phsrc=hFB45010&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/68412409:7602?tid=&pid=&queryId=391964220e12f63b98292b0f4e5b6288&_phsrc=hFB45010&_phstart=successSource
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1920 Precinct 27, Yamhill Co. OR 
Elmer Phelps, 42 CA, parents b. IA, farmer, general farm 
Eva, 28 OR, parents b. NE 
Anthony, 9 OR 
Melvin, 8 OR 
Florence, 7 OR 
& partner Curtis Wood, 23 OR, single, father b. NE, mother b. OR,, farmer, general farm 
 
1930 McMinnville, Yamhill OR – 905 – 7th St. 
Elmer L. Phelps, 50 CA, father b. PA, mother b. MO, age 30 at 1st marriage, foreman, city works of 
Portland, WWI veteran 
Eva V., 38 OR, parents b. US, age 15 at 1st marriage, laborer, cannery 
Anthony T., 20 OR, salesman, shoe store 
Melvin R., 18 OR, laborer, plant nursery 
Florence B., 16 OR 
Elenora L., 9 OR 
 
 


