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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Phegley, John Raymond 
1889 IL – 1982 IL 
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Obituary of John Raymond Phegley – “Southern Illinoisian” (Carbondale IL) Tuesday 18 May 1982 p 
21 
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MI WWI military record - Since he sailed on Tuscania & returned on “Santa Paula” in May 1919 with 
this serial number, he certainly served overseas -  https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/31054:62068 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/search/ark:/61903/1:1:7TMT-MLMM 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/31054:62068
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/31054:62068
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“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Saturday 7 Apr 1917 p 14 
 

 
[list continues] 
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“St. Louis (MO) Post-Dispatch” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 27 
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“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 10 
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“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 10 

 

 
“Carbondale (IL) Free Press” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Billings (MT) Gazette” Wednesday 4 Jul 1923 p 3 
 

 
“Belleville (IL) Daily Advocate” Wednesday 14 Mar 1945 p 8 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Father: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/46773846/person/6979972068/facts 
 

Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Margaret “Belleville (IL) News-Democrat” Thursday 15 Oct 1936 p 22 
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Some discrepancies between the two obituaries – “Belleville (IL) Daily Advocate” Friday 16 Oct 
1936 p 2 
 
 

Siblings: 
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MT death record of brother William Daniel Phegley (1886-1918) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/787945:5437?tid=46773846&pid=6980058390&queryId=7f5b6ac1c08ede986de4773

2e589dfda&_phsrc=hFB44925&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Monday 2 Dec 1918 p 2 

 

 
“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Tuesday 3 Dec 1918 p 2 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/787945:5437?tid=46773846&pid=6980058390&queryId=7f5b6ac1c08ede986de47732e589dfda&_phsrc=hFB44925&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/787945:5437?tid=46773846&pid=6980058390&queryId=7f5b6ac1c08ede986de47732e589dfda&_phsrc=hFB44925&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/787945:5437?tid=46773846&pid=6980058390&queryId=7f5b6ac1c08ede986de47732e589dfda&_phsrc=hFB44925&_phstart=successSource
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NOT Percy Lawrence Phegley – according to the Initial – there are a lot of people named Phegley in 
the area - “Murphysboro (IL) Daily Independent” Saturday 7 Nov 1936 p 5 
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Obituary of sister Anne Phegley Pautler – “St. Louis (MO) Post-Dispatch” Tuesday 19 Apr 1977 p 41 
 

 
“Belleville (IL) Daily Advocate” Thursday 18 Jun 1925 p 2 
 

 
His sister Mary Leola Phegley begins the process of becoming a Catholic religious sister - 

“Belleville (IL) Messenger” Friday 21 Aug 1925 p 6 
 
 
Name:  John Raymond Phegley 
Name variations:  Ray Phegley, John Ray Phegley  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  250,386 
Entered service from:  Modoc, Randolph IL 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  John R. Phegley 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother (?) Amos. Phegley, Modoc IL 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: John R. Phegley 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Margaret Phegley, Modoc IL (supply sgt, 16th Co., 
20th Engrs, Forestry) 
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World War I draft registration (1917): as John Raymond Phegley - b. 5 Nov 1889 Modoc IL; res; 
Vaughn, Cascade MT. Single, Farmer on own account. Medium height & build. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as John Raymond Phegley - b. 5 Nov 1889 Modoc IL; res: 
400 Pittsburg Dr., Centreville, St. Clair IL. Mailing address: PO Box 44, East St. Louis IL. NOK Percy 
L. Phegley, Modoc IL. Employed at Logan-Long Co., 300 S. 10th St. E, East St. Louis, St. Clair IL. 
Height: 5’5” – 130 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  12 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  18 Jun 1919 
Address:  Modoc IL 
Rank/unit:    supply sergeant, 18th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  5 Nov 1889 Modoc, Randolph IL  
Died: 17 May 1982 Red Bud, Randolph IL (in the Red Bud Nursing Home)   
Find A Grave record: 107857726 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Modoc, Randolph IL 
Cemetery:  St. Leo 
Tombstone:  as John Ray Phegley - veteran flat: Sup Sgt US Army WWI   
 
Father:  Amos Phegley, 9 Nov 1862 Modoc, Randolph IL – 5 Dec 1929 Modoc, Randolph IL. 
Son of William Phegley & Harriett Ann Mudd. Buried in Saint Leo Cemetery, Modoc, 
Randolph IL. 
Find A Grave:  107858229 
 
Mother: Margaret E. Lonergan Phegley, 5 May 1867 Evansville, Randolph IL – 14 Oct 1936 
Red Bud, Randolph IL. Daughter of John Lonergan & Emily Elisabeth Williamson. Buried in 
Saint Leo Cemetery, Modoc, Randolph IL. 
Find A Grave:  107858066 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• William Daniel Phegley, 28 Apr 1886 Randolph Co. IL – 30 Nov 1918 Great Falls, Cascade 
MT. Died at age 32 years, 7 months, 2 days of “post-influenzal pneumonia” (presumably a 
victim of the “Spanish flu” pandemic). Buried in Saint Leo Cemetery, Modoc, Randolph IL. 
F: 107858604 

• Thomas Albert Phegley, 15 Jul 1887 Modoc, Randolph IL (WWI draft card 1917) or 1888 IL 
(1900 census) – 13 Dec 1918. Also found as Albert T. Died at age 31 years, 4 months, 
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20?/28? days (from tombstone photo). He resided in Modoc IL on 5 Jun 1917 when he 
registered for the draft. Was farming for himself & was single. He claimed exemption from 
the draft because of “being district road clerk.” Has erroneous family trees on 
Ancestry.com. Buried in Saint Leo Cemetery, Modoc, Randolph IL. F; 107858859 

• Percy Lawrence Phegley, 24 Jan 1893 Randolph Co. IL – Mar 1980 Red Bud, Randolph IL. 
SSN 321-32-1848. Husband of Augusta (1893-1979).   

• Mary Leola Phegley, 26 Aug 1894 Randolph Co. IL – 18 May 1975 St. Louis Co. MO. Becomes 
a Roman Catholic religious sister in the order of the School Sisters of Notre Dame. In 1930 
lived in Overland, St. Louis MO as Mary L. Phegley, 35 IL, parents b. IL, was a lodger with 
several other women (apparently sisters in a convent) with head sister Mary Mechtedles. 
Was originally buried in Villa Gesu Cemetery, St. Ferdinand MO; the cemetery closed in 
1998. In 2002, the remains of the 752 religious sisters who were buried there were moved to 
Resurrection Cemetery, Affton, St. Louis MO. F: 47895005 

• Anne (originally Ida Anne) Phegley Pautler, Dec 1899 IL (1900 census) – 18 Apr 1977. Wife of 
Edwin W. Pautler. Buried in St. Patrick’s Parish Cemetery, Ruma, Randolph IL. 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Saturday 27 Jun 1914 p 4 – one of those contributing toward the 
goal of $150,000 for the YMCA was J.R. Phegley, in the amount of $5. 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Carbondale (IL) Daily Free Press" 14 Feb 1918 p 1 - son of Raymond Phegley of Modoc IL, not sure 
if alive, about 27 years old. Left Randolph County Il about 5 years ago to homestead a ranch in MT. 
Enlisted in WA; had 6 months training on West Coast. Only boy from county either killed or in a 
narrow escape  
 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
 
Obituary published with name Ray Phegley (no mention of "John") - "Southern Illinoisan" 
(Carbondale IL) 18 May 1982 p 21 - age 92, resident of  621 Hartman Dr., Red Bud IL. Born 5 May 
1889 Modoc IL. WWI veteran, member of American Legion. Son of Amos & Margaret (Lonergan) 
Phegley. Survived by 2 nephews & 1 brother-in-law; predeceased by 3 brothers & 2 sisters  
 
Social Security number: 493-03-1266 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Brewerville, Randolph IL – conducted 5 Jun 1900 



17 
 

 

Amos Phegley, 32 IL, Nov 1863, father b. KY, mother b. MD, married 15 years, farmer 
Maggie, 33 IL, May 1867, father b. TN, mother b. MO, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
Daniel, 14 IL, Apr 1886 
Albert T., 13 IL, Jul 1888 
John R., 9 IL, Nov 1890 
Laurence P., 7 IL, Jan 1893 
Lena, 4 IL, Aug 1895 
Ida A., 5 months IL, Dec 1899 
& aunt Annie Blais, 81 KY, Nov 1818, parents b. MD 
 
1910 Brewerville, Randolph IL 
Amos Phegley, 46 IL, father b. KY, mother b. IL, in 1st marriage, married 24 years, farmer, general 
farm 
Margaret, 43 IL, father b. LA, mother b. MO, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
William D., 24 IL, carpenter, home builder 
Thomas A., 22 IL, farm laborer, home farm 
John R., 20 IL, clerk, general office 
Lawrence P., 17 IL, farm laborer, home farm 
Mary L., 15 IL 
Ida A., 10 IL 
 
1920 cannot locate 
 
1930 East St. Louis, St. Clair IL – 1308 Park Dr. 
John R. Phegley, 40 IL, parents b. IL, single, lumberman, retail lumber yard, WWI veteran 
Boarding with Robert L. & Mabel Christie & their 2 children 
 
1940 cannot locate – do not confuse (as Ancestry.com does) the John E. Phegley living Lakewood, 
Shelby IL 
 
1950 East St. Louis, St. Clair IL 
John R. Phegley, 60 IL, warehouse manager, wholesale building material 
Lodger with head of household Herbert W. Hacker, 42 KY, separated, boilermaker, boiler erection 
 


