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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

  
    

  
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Peterson, Oscar Napoleon 
1892 ND – 1966 WA 
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Fred Hanson & Oscar Napoleon Peterson – “Seattle (WA) Post-Intelligencer” 31 May 1965 – from 

Find A Grave 187832635 
 

 
         

https://www.familysearch.org/search/ark:/61903/1:1:WSFH-K26Z 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/ark:/61903/1:1:WSFH-K26Z
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M1-G3DK-

T?cc=3010075&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPPF-3VB8 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2409661:8750?tid=&pid=&queryId=475d60777e112180428c22b8386dcb10&_phsrc=
hFB44652&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2409661:8750?tid=&pid=&queryId=475d60777e112180428c22b8386dcb10&_phsrc=hFB44652&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2409661:8750?tid=&pid=&queryId=475d60777e112180428c22b8386dcb10&_phsrc=hFB44652&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2409661:8750?tid=&pid=&queryId=475d60777e112180428c22b8386dcb10&_phsrc=hFB44652&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.familysearch.org/search/ark:/61903/1:1:Q5MD-R74C 
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“Helena (MT) Independent Record” Friday 6 Jul 1917 p 3 
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[article continues] 

 
[article continues] 

Oscar Napoleon Slacker was not as enamored of war as his namesake Napoleon Bonaparte was -
“slackers” would later be called draft dodgers – Oscar eventually was registered on 9 Jul 1917 (the 

day before this article) but refused to sign his name on the card – “Helena (MT) Independent 
Record” Tuesday 10 Jul 1917 p 6 
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“Anaconda (MT) Standard” Tuesday 10 Jul 1917 p 4 
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Tuscania passenger Oscar Ludwig Peterson was from Wisconsin & passenger Oscar Napoleon 
Peterson was from North Dakota – Henry Carl Peterson was from Magnolia, Arkansas – “Daily 

Arkansas Gazette” (Little Rock AR) Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Jamestown (ND) Weekly Alert” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 2 
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There is another Oscar N. Peterson from MT & this appears to be him, as the division is incorrect – 

“Anaconda (MT) Standard” Friday 24 Jan 1919 p 14 
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Secretary of the Industrial Workers of the World (the “Wobblies”) – “Vancouver (WA) Columbian” 

Monday 31 May 1965 p 5 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/815108383/?terms=%22oscar%20n%20peterson%22&matc

h=1 
 
 

Father? https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/413814:61747?tid=&pid=&queryId=84ba0e3020ebc86b851928bcaf6b4544&_phsrc=

hFB44676&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/68645:62035 
 

 
Is this him? Pingree news – the “Patriot” was a local newspaper – “Jamestown (ND) Weekly Alert” 

Thursday 27 Apr 1916 p 10 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/413814:61747?tid=&pid=&queryId=84ba0e3020ebc86b851928bcaf6b4544&_phsrc=hFB44676&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/413814:61747?tid=&pid=&queryId=84ba0e3020ebc86b851928bcaf6b4544&_phsrc=hFB44676&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/413814:61747?tid=&pid=&queryId=84ba0e3020ebc86b851928bcaf6b4544&_phsrc=hFB44676&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/68645:62035
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Name:  Oscar Napoleon Peterson 
Name variations:  believe that the man named as Oscar L. Peterson of Magnolia AR is 
Oscar Napoleon Peterson of Hamilton ND  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private  
Serial number:  250,618 
Entered service from:  Hamilton, Pembina ND 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Oscar N. Peterson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father August Peterson, Hamilton ND 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Oscar N. Peterson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father August Peterson, Hamilton ND (pvt, 17th Co., 20th 
Engrs, Forestry)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Oscar Peterson - b. 28 Feb 1892 Hamilton ND; res: 
Deer Lodge, Lewis & Clark MT. Single. Lumber jack, unemployed at present. Medium height & build. 
Card was signed “Oscar Peterson” but not by him – “This man refused to sign his name.” He 
claimed exemption from the draft: “don’t believe in war.” He signed on 9 Jul 1917 (later than the 5 
Jun 1917 national registration date]. [note: he went to court on 10 Jul 1917 & was sentenced to 6 
months in jail for draft evasion] 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Oscar Napoleon Peterson - b. 29 Feb 1892 
Hamilton ND; res: 618 ½ Weller St., Seattle, King WA. Mailing address: PO Box 365, Seattle, King 
WA. NOK contact J.B. Wilson, Labor Temple, Seattle, King WA. Employed by H.H. Walker, Selleck, 
King WA. Card signed O.N. Peterson. Height: 5’6” – 165 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  11 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  10 Jun 1919 
Address:  619 Columbia Ave., Whitefish MT 
Rank/unit:    private, 17th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  29 Feb 1892 (WWII draft & tombstone) or 28 Feb 1892 (WWI draft) Hamilton, Pembina ND 
Died: 25 Jun 1966 Seattle, King WA   
Find A Grave record: 187832635 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Portland, Multnomah OR 
Cemetery:  Willamette National 
Tombstone: veteran flat: North Dakota Pvt 17 Co 20 Engineers WWI  
 
Father:  August Peterson. Born Sweden according to Oscar’s responses in the 1930 
census. Resident of Hamilton, Pembina ND in Jan 1918 & May 1919 when he is listed as 
Oscar’s next-of-kin. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:  Born in Sweden, according to Oscar’s responses in the 1930 census. 
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Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  1950 census claims he has never married. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  
 
Notes:  
 
There are numerous men named August Peterson in North Dakota – and numerous men 
named Oscar Peterson in North Dakota, Montana & Washington. Unable to trace 
accurately. 
 
Oscar gave his wartime next-of-kin address in Hamilton, Pembina ND. The county seat of 
Pembina County is Cavalier.  
 
A search of all the 1900 – 1910 – and 1920 census pages for Hamilton, Pembina ND did not 
locate a family named Peterson nor someone named Oscar.   
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 4 – “List of Survivors of the Tuscania” 
includes Oscar N. Peterson, Hamilton ND 
 
Post-war: 
 
1935 & 1950 res. of Spokane WA 
 
Obituary: 
 
His obituary was printed in the “Seattle (WA) Daily Times” 28 Jun 1966. Unable to access 
without a separate subscription. He died 25 Jun 1966, was born in North Dakota, died at 
age 74. 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
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1900 – unable to locate 
 
1910 – unable to locate 
 
1920 – unable to locate 
 
1930 Seattle, King WA – 4847 King St. – line 21 
Oscar Peterson, 38 N, single, parents b. Sweden, logger, lumber, WWI veteran 
Lodger with Tamezo & Kiku Oshio & numerous boarders 
 
1940 Seattle, King WA – 611 ½ - 6th St. S, # 12 - in same place in 1935 – line 12 
Oscar N. Peterson, 48 ND, single, mucker, tunnel [head of household] 
 
1950 Seattle, King WA – 314 --- - middle initial of N. misread by indexer as V. – on line 8 
Oscar N. Peterson, 58 ND, never married, street paver, construction company 
 


