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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Peterson, Irvin Peter 
1899 WI – 1966 WI 
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Irvin Peter Peterson (at left) – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Monday 9 Nov 1964 p 17 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/246837081/?terms=%22irvin%20peterson%22&match=1 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/246837081/?terms=%22irvin%20peterson%22&match=1
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Irvin Peter Peterson, Waushara Co. WI county clerk at left, game warden Gilbert Voss (center) & 

deer hunting applicant Ronald Beller (right) – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Tuesday 24 Sep 1963 p 
16 
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Excerpts from longer article which pictures each of  the county officials & explains their duties – 

“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Saturday 30 May 1964 p 28 
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Joint tombstone of Irvin Peter Peterson, his wife Leone L. Barrett Peterson & her parents Guy & 

Alma Barrett – Find A Grave 110191469 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_02_00030-
03769?pId=2397057 
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https://www.familysearch.org/search/ark:/61903/1:1:W34G-8NMM 
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Obituary of Irvin Peter Paulson (which spells his 1st name as Ervin) – “Oshkosh (WI) Northestern” 

Monday 16 May 1966 p 13 
 

Life: 
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“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Wednesday 8 Feb 1928 p 8 
 

 
“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Wednesday 12 Oct 1932 p 7 
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The residents of Wautoma voted for Irvin Peterson for clerk by over 3-to-1, for alcoholic beverages 

and the heat & light station –  “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Friday 7 Apr 1933 p 24 
 
 

 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Wednesday 11 Apr 1934 p 14 

 

  
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Friday 10 Apr 1936 p 13 
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Siblings George, Alfred, Irvin & William – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Tuesday 4 Jan 1938 p 16 

 

 
 

“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Wednesday 31 Jan 1940 p 11 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Thursday 4 Apr 1940 p 12 

 



12 
 

 



13 
 

 

 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Monday 4 Mar 1946 p 13 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Saturday 4 May 1946 p 13 

 

 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Friday 3 Jan 1947 p 13 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Monday 7 Jun 1954 p 13 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Friday 27 Apr 1956 p 10 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Tuesday 27 Feb 1962 p 22 

 
 

Wife: 
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Obituary of wife Leone L. Barrett Peterson – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Tuesday 14 Nov 1989 p 

26 
 

Father: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1629/images/31192_118239-
06930?pId=4743610 

 
Mother: 
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By the time this appeared in print, Irvin’s mother Anna Ward Peterson had died 5 Nov 1941 – 

“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Friday 7 Nov 1941 p 5 
 

Son: 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/45529279/person/252151295402/facts 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/45529279/person/252151295402/facts
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Adopted son William (“Billy”) was not listed in the 1940 census – “Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily 
Tribune” Friday 20 Jun 1941 p 9 

 

 
“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Monday 30 Jun 1941 p 15 

 

 
“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Tuesday 7 Oct 1941 p 9 

 

 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Saturday 7 Jun 1947 p 13 

 
 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of brother Harry William Peterson (1885-1963) – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Monday 22 

Jul 1963 p 2 
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Obituary of brother Alfred Charles Peterson (1887-1957) – “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Friday 18 

Jan 1957 p 8 
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Obituary of brother George Henry Peterson (1888-1965) – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Friday 12 

Feb 1965 p 2 
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Obituary of sister Alice May Peterson Button Barber (1890-1962) – “Chicago Tribune” Monday 16 Jul 
1962 p 26 

 

 
Obituary of sister Edna Ward Peterson Georgeson (1897-1967) – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” 

Friday 23 Jun 1967 p 20 
 

 
Sister Estella/Stella Peterson Baitinger (1895-1936) hosts her brothers – “Stevens Point (WI) 

Journal” Friday 17 May 1929 p 8 
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“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Saturday 1 Jun 1929 p 8 

 

 
“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Friday 23 Aug 1929 p 10 

 

 
“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Wednesday 23 Apr 1930 p 7 

 

 
“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Tuesday 21 Jun 1932 p 3 
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Obituary of brother Edwin Theodore Peterson (1901-1976) – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Monday 

26 Jan 1976 p 18 
 

 
 

           
 

Name:  Irvin Peter Peterson 
Name variations:  WI birth records use both Irvin & Irving – censuses also spell as Irvine & 
Ervin 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. C - corporal 
Serial number:  251,073 
Entered service from:  Saxeville, Waushara WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Irvin Peterson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father William Peterson, Saxeville WI 
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Returned from war on: "Leviathan" July 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Irvin Peterson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father William Peterson, Saxeville WI (cpl, Co. F, 2nd Supply 
Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 1955 WI Survivors: Wautoma WI 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Irvin Peter Peterson – b. 6 Sep 1899 town of 
Springwater WI; res: Wautoma, Waushara WI. NOK Mrs. Irvin Peterson, same address. 
Employed at Wautoma Mercantile Co., Wautoma, Waushara WI. Height: 6’1” – 195 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Jul 1917 
Discharged:  14 Aug 1919 
Address:  Wautoma WI 
Rank/unit:    corporal, Co. F, 2nd Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  6 Sep 1899 Springwater, Waushara WI  
Died: 14 May 1966 Wautoma, Waushara WI   
Find A Grave record: 110191469 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text    
Burial location:  Wautoma, Waushara WI 
Cemetery:  Wautoma Union 
Tombstone:  veteran flat: Wisconsin Cpl Co F 2 Supply Train WWI   
 
Father:  Andrew William Peterson, 11 Oct 1863 Vetterslev, Soro, Denmark – 31 Mar 1946 
Waupaca Co. WI. One Ancestry.com family tree refers to him as Anders Wilhelm. Son of 
Johan Peder Peterson & Margethe Olson. Naturalized 20 Sep 1915 in Waushara Co. WI 
Circuit Court. Buried in Saxeville Union Cemetery, Saxeville, Waushara WI. 
Find A Grave:  122972386 
 
Mother:  Anna Elizabeth Ward Peterson, 29 Jan 1865 Neenah, Winnebago WI – 5 Nov 1941 
Springwater, Waushara WI. Daughter of William Ward & Christiana Dietz. Buried in 
Saxeville Union Cemetery, Saxeville, Waushara WI. 
Find A Grave:  122972363 
Parents’ marriage:  20 Sep 1884 Waupaca Co. WI 
 
Spouse: Leone L. Barrett Peterson, 24 Jul 1898 Oasis, Waushara WI – 12 Nov 1989 
Wautoma, Waushara WI. SSN 397-32-9596. Daughter of Guy Alley Barrett & Alma Burhite. 
Buried in West Union Cemetery, Wautoma, Waushara WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  110191480 
Marriage: 27 Dec 1920 Waushara Co. 
 
Children: 
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• William James Peterson, 5 Dec 1933 Wisconsin Rapids, Wood WI – 16 Sep 2003 Eau Claire, 
Eau Claire WI. SSN 399-28-6835. Listed as Leone’s adopted son in her obituary. Although 
born in 1933, William was not listed in the 1940 census with Irvin & Leone but is found in 
1941 in local newspaper articles as son Billy or Billie. Served in the US Air Force 25 Feb 
1953-28 Oct 1955. Buried in Wautoma Union Cemetery, Wautoma, Waushara WI. F: 
110191678 

 
Siblings: Irvin was born after Edna. There was an additional sibling, as Anna reports giving 
birth to 9 children, with 8 of them living, in the 1910 census. 

• Harry William Peterson, 10 Jul 1885 Waupaca, Waupaca WI – 18 Jul 1963 Waupaca, 
Waupaca WI. SSN 389-24-5560. Married on 30 Apr 1908 in Saxeville, Waushara WI to 
Melvina W. Paulson (1887-1970, F: 103002658). Farmer. Buried in Lakeside Memorial Park, 
Waupaca, Waupaca WI. F: 103002582 

• Alfred Charles Peterson, 25 Feb 1887 Waupaca Co. WI – 17 Jan 1957 Waupaca Co. WI. 
Married 1 Jan 1913 in Wild Rose, Waushara WI to Kathryn (“Kittie”) Colligan (1894-1958, F: 
103002624). Carpenter. Buried in Lakeside Memorial Park, Waupaca, Waupaca WI. F: 
103002478 

• George Henry Peterson, 12 Nov 1888 Waupaca Co. WI – 10 Feb 1965 Waupaca, Waupaca 
WI. Married 9 Jan 1913 in Chicago, Cook IL to Jennie Lyddia Luoma (1891 Finland – 1946 WI, 
F: 103002603). – Married 14 Sep 1951 to Meta Elizabeth Thiede (1905-2000, F: 103002659). 
Farmer. Buried in Lakeside Memorial Park, Waupaca, Waupaca WI. F: 103002566 

• Alice May Peterson Button Barber, 9 Oct 1890 Saxeville, Waushara WI – 14 Jul 1962 
Chicago, Cook IL. SSN 331-22-3493. Find A Grave lists her maiden name as Petterson. In 
1907 married Leonard Albert Button (1889-1962, F: 119735266) who remarried, to Lucinda, 
in 1910. Alice & Leonard had a son, also named Leonard Button. In the 1910 census, Alice 
Button & son Leonard (age 2) are living with her parents & siblings in Springwater, Waushara 
Wi; she is divorced. – Married in 1910 to Arthur James Barber (1886 Ireland – 1941 WI, F: 
211909881), with whom she had 3 children. – Buried in Acacia Park Cemetery & 
Mausoleum, Norwood Park township, Cook Co. IL. F: 209344225 

• Estella (Stella) Elizabeth Peterson Baitinger, 2 Dec 1895 WI – 11 Jul 1936. Listed as Astella 
Elizabeth Peterson, marked 28 Oct 1915 in Waushara Co. WI to Oliver Earl Baitinger (1893 
WI-1961 WI, F: 117052587). In the 1920 census for Saxeville, Waushara WI, Stella Baitinger 
(25 WI, father b. Denmark, mother b. WI) lived with husband Oliver (26) & their 3 children. 
Buried in Saxeville Union Cemetery, Saxeville, Waushara WI. F: 117052611 

• Edna Ward Peterson Georgeson, 27 May 1897 Springwater, Waushara WI – 21 Jun 1967 
Wild Rose, Waushara WI. Wife of Gilbert Webster Georgeson (1894-1949, F: 123028890). 
Buried in Saxeville Union Cemetery, Saxeville, Waushara Wi. F: 123028905 

• Edwin Theodore Peterson, 17 Nov 1901 Springwater, Waushara WI – 24 Jan 1976 Waupaca, 
Waupaca WI. Married 2 Sep 1925 in Waupaca Co. WI to Eva Juanita Gabrielson (1903-1957, 
F: 103002560). – Married Edith Morrow (1901-1989, F: 191801814) on 10 Jan 1959 in 
Nashua, Chickasaw IA. - Buried in Lakeside Memorial Park, Waupaca, Waupaca WI. F: 
103002546 

 
Notes:  
 
This Ancestry.com family tree erroneously marries Irvin Peter Peterson to Louise Eidem 
and lists 2 chldren who are not his, but correctly lists son William James Peterson. 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/45529279/person/6849927057/facts?_phsrc=hFB44563&_phstart=succe
ssSource. The incorrect 1940 census, showing Irvin L. Peterson with wife Louise & children 
John & Jack in Waterloo, Black Hawk IA, is frequently linked incorrectly to Irvin Peter 
Peterson in WI.  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 7 – “Badger Soldiers Listed on Board 
Tuscania” includes, from Co. C, 107th Supply Train, corporal Irvin Peterson of Saxeville WI. 
 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 4 – “Tuscania Survivors – 
Maybe His Name is Here!” includes (misspelled) Irvin PEERSON of Saxeville WI. 
 
Post-war: 
 
From his obituary: Attended Waushara County WI Normal School. Taught school. Salesman for 
Wautoma Mercantile Co. Waushara County WI county clerk. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Springwater, Waushara WI 
William Peterson, 36 Denmark, Oct 1863, parents b. Denmark, emigrated 1872, in US for 
26 years, naturalized, married 15 years, farmer [he was naturalized in 1915] 
Anna, 36 WI, Jan 1864, father b. OH, mother b. Germany, gave birth to 7 children, 7 are 
living 
William Harry, 14 WI, Jul 1885 
Alferd, 13 WI, Feb 1887 
George H., 11 WI, Nov 1888 
Alice M., 9 WI, Oct 1890 
Stella, 5 WI, Dec 1895 
Edna, 3 WI, May 1897 
Ervin, 8 months WI, Sep 1899 
 
1905 WI state census – Springwater, Waushara WI 
William PETERSEN, 41 Denmark, parents b. Denmark, farmer 
Anna, 40 WI, father b. OH, mother b. Germany, house work 
Harry, 20 WI, farmer 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/45529279/person/6849927057/facts?_phsrc=hFB44563&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/45529279/person/6849927057/facts?_phsrc=hFB44563&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/45529279/person/6849927057/facts?_phsrc=hFB44563&_phstart=successSource
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Aford, 18 WI 
George, 16 WI 
Alice, 10 WI 
Edna, 8 WI 
Irvin, 5 WI 
Edwin, 3 WI  
 
1910 Springwater, Waushara WI 
William Peterson, 46 Denmark, parents b. Denmark, in 1st marriage, married 26 years, 
emigrated 1872, naturalized, farmer [he was naturalized in 1915] 
Anna, 45 WI, father b. OH, mother b. Germany, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 9 children, 8 
are living 
Alfred C., 23 WI, single 
Setella E., 15 WI 
Eduana W., 12 WI [i.e. Edna] 
Irvin P., 10 WI 
Edwin T., 8 WI 
Alice Button, 19 WI, divorced [daughter] 
Leonard P. Button, 2 WI, parents b. WI [grandson] 
 
1920 Springwater, Waushara WI 
Wm. Peterson, 56 Denmark, parents b. Denmark, emigrated 1873, naturalized 1915, 
farmer, general farm 
Anna, 54 WI, father b. OH, mother b. Germany 
Edna, 22 WI, father b. Denmark, mother b. WI 
Irven, 20 WI, father b. Denmark, mother b. WI, single 
Edwin, 18 WI, father b. Denmark, mother b. WI 
Lenard Button, 12 WI, parents b. WI [grandson] 
Mrs. Christia Ward, 81 Germany, unknown immigration date [mother-in-law] 
 
1930 Wautoma, Waushara WI 
Irvin P. Peterson, 30 WI, father b. Denmark, mother b. US, age 21 at 1st marriage, salesman, 
general store, WWI veteran 
Leone L., 31 WI, parents b. WI, age 22 at 1st marriage 
 
1940 Wautoma, Waushara WI – same house in 1935 [note son William, born 1933, is not 
listed] 
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/78363230:2442 
Irvin Peterson, 40 WI 
Leone, 41 WI 
[occupation spaces are left blank] 
 
1950 Wautoma, Waushara WI – 11 Walker St. 
Irvin P. Peterson, 50 WI, county clerk, Waushara County 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/78363230:2442
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Leone L., 51 WI [wife] 
William J., 16 WI, stock clerk, office & school supply [son] 
 


