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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

Peterson, Bennett Harrison 
1889 NY – 1970 NY 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/search/ark:/61903/1:1:W3YV-2K3Z 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/ark:/61903/1:1:W3YV-2K3Z
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=61668&h=1989628&tid=&pid=&queryId=383ff577e7754f5f99fbc

e17f48cb546&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB44113&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/194909:3030 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/194909:3030
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Father: 

 

 
Obituary of father Fred Peterson – “Okmulgee (OK) Daily Times” Sunday 21 Dec 1924 p 7 

 
Mother: 

 

 

  
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=61535&h=2463475&tid=&pid=&queryId=7751382cc298c57ff7d25dca3d
693222&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB44130&_phstart=successSource 

 
Sibling: 
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marriage of brother Frank Peterson to https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1055245053:2378  
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Veteran headstone of brother Frank Peterson https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/495220:2375 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/495220:2375
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/495220:2375
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6146859:60901 

 

 
Obituary of brother Frank Peterson (1887-1950) – “Okmulgee (OK) Daily Times” Thursday 3 

Aug 1950 p 1 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6146859:60901
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Obituary of Frank Peterson’s wife Audrey Bishop – “Okmulgee (OK) Daily Times” Tuesday 

17 Feb 1970 p 2 - 
 
 
 

      
 

 
Name:  Bennett Harrison Peterson 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,040 
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Entered service from:  Utica, Oneida NY 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Bennett H. Peterson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Fred Peterson, 1410 West Ave., Utica NY 
Returned from war on: "Mexican" Feb/Mar 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Bennet H. Peterson (Fold3 indexed as Bennet M. Peterson but appears 
on original form as Bennet H.) 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Fred O. (C?) Peterson, Ilion NY (pvt, 158th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Bennett H. Peterson - b. 9 Feb 1889 Fairfield NY; res: 
41 Catherine, Ilion, Herkimer NY. Single. Bench work, Savage Arms, Utica NY. Tall, medium build. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Bennett Harrison Peterson - b. 9 Feb 1889 Town of 
Fairfield NY; res: 307 Green St., Herkimer, Herkimer NY, mailing address General Delivery. NOK 
Carl Peterson, 324 E. Main St., Ilion NY. Unemployed. “tattoo on right arm” – Height: 5’9” – 125 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  21 Aug 1917 
Discharged:  19 Mar 1919 
Address:  1110 Miller St., Utica NY 
Rank/unit:    private, 158th Aero Squadron 
 
NY, WWI Army card: (enlisted 21 Aug 1917 Ft. Slocum NY) - 
https://www.fold3.com/image/604295315 - NY Army Card: b. Fairfield NY 28 yrs 6 mo. When 
enlisted 21 Aug 1917 Ft. Slocum, 118th Aero Squadron to 15 Dec 1917, 158th Aero until discharge 
19 Mar 1919, res: 41 Catherine St., Ilion, Herkimer Co. NY 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  9 Feb 1889 Fairfield, Herkimer NY  
Died: 20 Apr 1970 (date from  Veterans Administration Military Index)   
Find A Grave record:  
Burial location:   
Cemetery:   
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Fred Peterson, Aug 1861 Denmark (1900 census) – 1924 Okmulgee, Okmulgee OK.  Buried 
in Okmulgee Cemetery, Okmulgee, Okmulgee OK.    
Find A Grave:  F: 158513802 
 
Mother: Rosa/Rose Hierhoer (spelling?) Peterson, Feb 1864 NY (1900 census) – 10 Oct 
1915 Herkimer Co. NY.  Her surname appears as HIERHOER on son Frank’s WA marriage 
certificate. Other possible names (from the vicinity) might be Harrer or Hoerher.  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
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Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Frank H. Peterson, 8 Nov 1887 Herkimer, Herkimer NY – 2 Aug 1950 Okmulgee, Okmulgee 
OK. SSN 443-09-5706. At age 31, married Audrey Bishop, age 20, in Vancouver, Clark WA. 
He was a soldier in the US Army. He gave his mother’s name (according to the index, not 
actual form) as Rosa Hierhoer. Audrey was the daughter of Martin B. Bishop (VA) & Corinne 
Cox (VA). – Died of a heart attack.  

Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“New York Tribune” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 – on board Tuscania: Bennett H. Peterson, 
private, father Fred Peterson, Utica NY 
 
“New York Tribune” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 – “Additional List of Survivors” includes 
Bennett H. Peterson, 1410 West Ave., Utica NY 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
According to Social Security, his last residence was Crooked Brook, Oneida NY 
 
Social Security number:  118-10-5177 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Fairfield, Herkimer NY 
Fred Peterson, 39 Denmark, Aug 1861, parents b. Denmark, married 13 years, farmer 
Rose, 36 NY, Feb 1864, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Frank H., 13 NY, Nov 1887, at school 
Bennet, 11 NY, Feb 1889, at school 
 
1905 NY state census – Herkimer, Herkimer NY 
Fredrick PATTERSON, 43 US, laborer, --- mill [he was born in Demark] 
Rosa, 41 US, housework 
Frank, 17 US, laborer 
Bennett, 15 US, laborer 
 
1910 Herkimer, Herkimer NY - brothers 
Frank Peterson, 22 NY, parents b. NY, single, woodworker, desk factory 
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Bennet Peterson, 21 NY, parents b. NY, single, woodworker, desk factory 
Boarders with: 
Herman & Manie Christman & their 2 sons 
 
1910 Litchfield, Herkimer NY – parents 
Fred Peterson, 48 Denmark, parents b. Denmark, in 1st marriage, married 23 years, emigrated 1877, 
naturalized, farmer, general farm 
Rose, 36 NY, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
 
1915 NY state census – Herkimer, Herkimer NY – the census was taken 1 Jun 1915; Rose died 10 
Oct 1915 
Fred Peterson, 53 Denmark, farmer 
Rosie, 50 US, housework 
Bennett, 26 US, farmer 
 
1920 Utica, Oneida NY – line 57 
Bennitt Peterson, 30 NY, father b. Denmark, mother b. NY, single filer, gunworks 
Boarder with: 
Dora Williams, her niece & 6 other roomers 
 
1920 Herkimer NY – father & uncle 
Peter Peterson, 56 Denmark, emigrated 1886, naturalized 1891, packer, arms company  
Henry, 19 NY [son] 
Mabel, 16 NY [daughter] 
Fred Peterson, 58 Denmark, widowed, immigrated 1880, naturalized 1892, laborer, village 
[brother] 
& boarder Anna Christenson, 50 
 
 
1930 Boonville, Oneida NY, 
Bennett Peterson, 41 NY, father b. Denmark, mother b. NY, cabinetmaker, novelty works 
Boarder with: Mary Diefendorf, 82 who has another male boarder 
 
1940 Herkimer, Herkimer NY – line 38 
Bennett Peterson, 50 NY, single, hired hand on dairy farm, in same house in 1935 
Boarding with Charles & Kathryn Howard, dairy farm, same house in 1935 
  
1950 cannot locate 
 


