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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
  

 

Tuscania casualty 
Perry, George C. 

1891 TN – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
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George Claborn/Clayborn/Clayburn Perry – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) 24 Feb 1918 p 

55 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/448670398 
 

 
His memorial in Brookwood Military Cemetery, England – Find A Grave 565037671 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/30098679:9170?tid=&pid=&queryId=b80123b5daaca6d382906077b48adc10&_phsr

c=hFB43754&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/search/ark:/61903/1:1:WSSR-RQW2 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/ark:/61903/1:1:WSSR-RQW2


4 
 

 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KX-

M?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-B1QW 
 
 

 
“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KX-M?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-B1QW
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KX-M?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-B1QW
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“Weekly Democrat Chief” (Hobart OK) Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Hobart (OK) Republican” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

  
“Latimer County News-Democrat” (Wilburton OK) Friday 15 Feb  1918 p 1 
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George’s last letter home says it’s his last farewell to his mother & the U.S.A. – “I hope it won’t be 

forever.” – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 24 Feb p 34 
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Pronounced dead by the War Department – “Norman (OK) Daily Transcript” Tuesday 26 Feb 1918 p 
1 
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“Weekly Democrat Chief” (Hobart OK) Thursday 28 Feb 1918 p 10 

 

 
“Muskogee (OK) Times Democrat” Wednesday 20 Mar 1918 p 2 
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Monday 22 Apr 1918 p 3 
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“Hobart (OK) Republican” Thursday 6 Jun 1918 p 7 
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George’s mother & siblings -  

Back row (left to right): Margaret Lou, Phoebie Elizabeth, mother Christine Aminta Barber Perry, 
Thomas 

Front row (left to right): Julie Esther Edna, Arthur Augustus, Wesley Gilbert, William dillard -  
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/42452426/person/19979368907/media/0a0fb479-8f3d-4b32-bd68-16f651bd3053 
 

Mother: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/42452426/person/19979368907/media/0a0fb479-8f3d-4b32-bd68-16f651bd3053
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/42452426/person/19979368907/media/0a0fb479-8f3d-4b32-bd68-16f651bd3053
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Obituary of mother Christine Aminta Barger Perry – “Kiowa County Review” (Hobart OK) Friday 17 

Feb 1926 p 1 
 
 

Siblings: 
 
 

death of sister Margaret Lou Perry - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/3627824/person/-1708104884/media/75be9e10-65b8-4918-8381-

94f2fe44d57a?_phsrc=hFB43758&_phstart=successSource 
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Obituary of brother Thomas Edward Perry (1905-1972) – “The Californian” (Salinas CA) Friday 24 

Mar 1972 p 2 
 
 

Name:  George C. Perry 
Name variations:  middle name found as Claborn – Clayburn – Clayborn – Clafrin (Veterans 
Administration Master Index) 
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private 
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so George died without a number 
Entered service from:  Long Wolf, Kiowa OK 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  George C. Perry 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. C.A. Perry, Lone Wolf OK 
Returned from war on: 
Sailed on return ship as: 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: 
World War I draft registration (1917): as George Claburn Perry - b. 28 Jan 1891 Cooksville TN; 
res: Rt. l 2, Blair OK. Dependent wife, mother & 2 sissters. Status: married. Does not claim 
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exemption from draft. Farming at Rt. 2, Blair OK. Medium height, build is left blank. Card is not 
dated. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as George Clafrin Perry 
Enlistment & discharge dates not listed 
Born: 28 Jan 1891 
Died: 6 Feb 1918 
Address:  Hobart OK 
Rank/unit:    private, 57th Co., 165th Depot Brigade 
 
Birth & death: 
 
Born: 28 Jan 1891 (WWI draft:) or 25 Jan 1891 (online resources) Cookeville, Putnam TN (both his 
Find A Grave records use 23 Sep 1893)  
Died; 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania,  
 
George has 2 Find A Grave records: 
 
Find A Grave: record: 56503771 
Burial location:Brookwood, Woking Borough, Surrey, England 
Cemetery: Brookwood American Cemetery & Memorial 
Tombstone: name on plaque: Pvt. Casual Detachment Oklahoma 
     
Find A Grave record: 144547239 
Burial location: Norman, Cleveland OK [claimed body is buried here]   
Cemetery:  IOOF 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  James Debrix Perry, 1864 (Find A Grave) or 22 Jul 1865 (Ancestry.com family tree) – 
Sparta, White TN – Aug 1909 Long Wolf, Kiowa OK. Son of William Perry & Susan 
Scarborough. Buried in Lone Wolf Cemetery, Lone Wolf, Kiowa OK. 
Find A Grave:  24489118 
 
Mother: Christine Aminta Barger Perry, 1865 (Find A Grave) or 22 Jul 1867 (Ancestry.com 
family tree) Nashville, Davidson TN – 14 Sep 1926 Hobart, Kiowa OK. Daughter of George 
W. & Elizabeth Barger. Buried in Lone Wolf Cemetery, Lone Wolf, Kiowa OK. 
Find A Grave:  24489071 
Parents’ marriage:  1887 Nashville, Davidson TN 
 
Spouse: married on his 5 Jun 1917 WWI draft registration card – unable to locate marriage 
information.. He is listed as single in the 1910 census, conducted 16 Mar 1910. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
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Siblings: His mother’s obituary said she had 10 children, with 2 dying in infancy & George 
on Tuscania. Then this list is missing one child. George was the 3rd child in this list. 

• Phoebie Elizabeth Perry Bryanm, 10 Apr 1887 TN – 26 May 1933 Lone Wolf, Kiowa OK. Wife 
of William Henry Bryan (1871-1933, F: 24440189). Buried in Lone Wolf Cemetery, Long 
Wolf, Kiowa OK. F: 24440132 

• Margaret Lou Perry Smith, 19 Feb 1889 TN – 25 Aug 1928 Hobart, Kiowa OK. Known as Lou. 
Married 11 Sep 1907 Greer Co. OK to Edgar Lee Andrew Smith (ca. 1875-1948 TX) with 
whom she had son Jack Smith (1915-1980). Died of stomach cancer. Buried as Lou Smith in 
Hobart Rose Cemetery, Hobart, Kiowa OK. F: 23917848 

• William Dillard Perry, 3 Sep 1893 Cookeville, Putnam TN – 13 Nov 1944 Phoenix, Maricopa 
AZ. Referred to as “Dillard.” Died while at his job packing lettuce at Miller John’s Vegetable 
Shed. Buried in Greenwood Memorial Lawn Cemetery, Phoenix, Maricopa AZ. F; 95625483 

• Nancy May Perry Riley, 3 Feb 1896 Hunt Co. TX – 4 Oct 1951 Eugene, Lane OR. Married 15 
Mar 1915 in Hobart, Kiowa OK to Charles Edwin Riley (1895-1977, F: 69442215) who in 1961 
married Ruth Lorene Smith Frentheway; they divorced in 1965. He married Edna Earl 
Gorham on 3 Oct 1966. Buried in Rest-Haven Memorial Park, Eugene, Lane OR. F: 
78184052 

• Charles R. Perry, Jul 1898 or 1890 TX. Presumably one of the children who died in infancy. 
• Wesley Gilbert Perry, 14 Apr 1900 TX – 1940 Lone Wolf, Kiowa OK. Known as Gilbert. 
• Arthur Augustus Perry, 28 Apr 1903 Wolf City, Hunt TX – 4 Jan 1992 Hobart, Kiowa OK. 

Married 25 Dec 1923 in Hobart, Kiowa OK to Francis (Frankie) Jewel Watkins (1905-1971, F: 
23943470). Buried in Hobart Rose Cemetery, Hobart, Kiowa OK. F: 23943460 

• Thomas Edward Perry, 30 Oct 1905 Hobart, Kiowa OK – 23 Mar 1972 Salinas, Monterey CA. 
Married Elizabeth Belle (“Betty”) Hoskins. According to his obituary, buried in Queen of 
Heaven Cemetery, Prunedale, Monterey CA but not on Find A Grave as of 5 Jun 2022. 

• Julia Esther Edna Perry Holt, 1909 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK – 4 Dec 1962 Hobart, 
(Garfield? Kiowa?) OK. Married 20 Oct 1926 in Washita Co. OK to Ernest Webster Holt 
(1904-1974, F: 23744887). Buried in Hobart Rose Cemetery, Hobart, Kiowa OK. F: 23744884 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Daily Ardmoreite” (Ardmore OK) Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the Oklahomans on 
board: George C. Perry, mother Mrs. C.A. Perry, Lone Wolf OK 
 
"Daily Oklahoman" (Oklahoma City OK) 24 Feb 1918 p 55 – photo - still missing in action, from Lone 
Wolf OK - on p. 45, his last letter "my last farewell to you and the good old U.S.A. for a while. I hope 
it won't be forever."  
"Daily Oklahoman" (Oklahoma City OK) 25 Apr 1919 p 3 - official reports from the War Department 
indicate that the bodies of 15 of the 16 Oklahoma men who died on Tuscania have been recovered, 
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identified, buried. The  only one not recovered is George C. Perry's, so he has been officially 
declared missing in action. His mother is Mrs. C.A. Perry of Lone Wolf OK.  
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 1, Fannin Co. TX – conducted 22 Jun 1900 
James D. Perry, 33 TN, Feb 1867, parents b. TN, married 13 years, farmer 
Christia, 34 TN, Jul 1865, parents b. TN, gave birth to 7 children, 7 are living 
Pheobe, 13 TN, Apr 1887, at school 
Margaret L., 11 TN, Feb 1889, at school 
Geo. C., 9 TN, Jan 1891, at school 
William D., 6 TX, Sep 1893 
Nancy M., 4 TX, Sep 1896 
Chas. R., 1 TX, Jul 1898 
Wesley G., 2 months TX, Apr 1900 
 
1910 Dill, Kiowa OK – conducted 16 Mar 1910 
Christana Perry, 44 TN, widow, parents b. TN, married 24 years, gave birth to 10 children, 9 
are living, farmer, general farm 
George C., 19 TN, farmer, home farm 
William B., 16 TN 
Nancy M., 14 TX 
Westley G., 10 TX 
Asher A., 7 TX 
Thomas E., 5 OK 
Julia E., 1 year, either 3 or 8 months, OK 
[for the children: both parents b. TN] 
 
 
 


