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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Pentecost, Sam Houston 

1891 TX – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
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Burial in Arlington National Cemetery 22 Oct 1920 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_2421406259_0437-
03139?pId=1491497 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WS6D-YHMM 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_2421406259_0437-03139?pId=1491497
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_2421406259_0437-03139?pId=1491497
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WS6D-YHMM
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QV18-VQZN 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Page 30 - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPH4-KCBD 
 

Father: 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QV18-VQZN
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Joseph Edward Pentecost (1866-1938) – Find A Grave 45605072 

 
Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Lillie Pheriba Weeks Pentecost (1874-1953) as published in the “Tyler County 

Booster” 2 May 1963 – Find A Grave 45605073 
 

Siblings: 
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TX death record of sister Lillian Myrtle Pentecost Youngblood Almond (1893-1955) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062475-
01054?pId=23325478 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062475-01054?pId=23325478
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062475-01054?pId=23325478
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TX death record of sister Ruby Mary Pentecost Charlton (1897-1935) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062088-
02677?pId=21962662 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062088-02677?pId=21962662
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062088-02677?pId=21962662
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Accidental highway death of brother William Bryan Pentecost (1910-1957) – TX death certificate - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062509-
01078?pId=22822221 

       
 

Name:  Sam Houston Pentecost 
Name variations:  Penticost – Samuel Houston Pentecost   
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number:  Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the sinking of the 
Tuscania showed their value, so Sam died without a number. 
Entered service from:  Doucette, Tyler TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Sam H. Houston  
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father J.E. Pentecost of Doucette TX 
First buried on isle of Islay, Scotland: in Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave 63, as Sam H. Penticost  
Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken NJ 29 Sep 1920 
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Body listed on return ship as: as Sam Pentecost (Fold3 indexed as Sam Pentegost but it is the 
correct Pentecost on original form) 
Rank & unit on return ship: pvt, Casual Co. #2 - this appears to be an error 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Sam Houston Pentecost - b. 9 May 1891 Chester TX; res: 
Doucette, Tyler TX. Single. Timber worker, Fidelity Lumber Co., Doucette TX. Medium height & 
build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlistment & discharge dates not listed 
Born: 9 May 1891 
Died: 6 Feb 1918 
Address:  Woodville TX 
Rank/unit:    private, Co. F, 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  9 May 1891 Chester, Tyler TX  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania   
Find A Grave record: 57193524 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Arlington, Arlington VA 
Cemetery:  Arlington National 
Tombstone:  veteran tombstone: Texas Pvt 20 Engrs   
 
Father:  Joseph Edward Pentecost, 30 Nov 1866 Catahoula Parish LA – 21 Dec 1938 Colmesneil, 
Taylor TX. Son of John Wesley Pentecost & Elizabeth Pritchard. Referred to as “Reverend” on his 
wife’s Find A Grave record. Occupation on censuses: farmer. Buried in Egypt Cemetery, 
Colmesneil, Taylor TX. 
Find A Grave: 45605072   
 
Mother: Lillie Pheriba Weeks Pentecost, 26 Dec 1874 Cut and Shoot, Montgomery TX – 26 Apr 1953 
Doucette, Tyler TX. Mother was Blanch Eunice Shivers. Buried in Egypt Cemetery, Colmesneil, 
Taylor TX. 
Find A Grave:  45605073 
Parents’ marriage:  7 Aug 1890 Tyler Co. TX. 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children:  
 
Siblings:  Sam was the oldest child. 

• Lillian Myrtle Pentecost Youngblood Almond, 30 Apr 1893 Angelina Co. TX. Married 26 Jan 
1910 in Woodville, Tyler TX to Delbert Doyle Youngblood (1888-1965, F: 7252901). Married 
to William Thaddeus Almond (1890-1974, F: 32304767). Died of lung cancer. Buried in 
Zavalla Cemetery, Zavalla, Angelina TX. F: 32304801 

• Ruby Mary (“Kittie”) Pentecost Charlton, 27 Jul 1897 [this date on Find A Grave is 
impossible because her sister Kittie is born Jul 1897] Tyler Co. TX – 2 Apr 1935 Rusk, 
Cherokee TX. Married 18 Dec 1913 in Tyler Co. TX to James (“Jim”) Charlton (1884-1953, F; 
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31119450). Find A Grave notes varying dates for her birth year; her tombstone is inscribed 
1896. The 1900 census is messed up; it says Kittie was age 3, born Jul 1892. She appears 
between her sisters born Apr 1893 (age 7) & Oct 1898 (age 1). Died of exhaustion due to 
pellagra, dementia praecox (catatonic type). Died in the Rusk State Hospital. Buried in 
Zavalla Cemetery, Zavalla, Angelina TX. F: 32401428 

• Elizabeth Missouri (“Bettie”) Pentecost Hosea, 19 Mar 1897 TX – 27 Oct 1980 Lufkin, 
Angelina TX. Married in 1917 to Amos B. Hosea (1878-1948, F: 42212678). Buried in Blue 
Springs Cemetery, Etoile, Nacogdoches TX. F: 62893931 

• Alma Gertrude Pentecost Stringer Rossmeyer, 27 Oct 1898 Tyler Co. TX – 9 Aug 1988. SSN 
438-30-1197. Married 26 (or 27) Dec 1914 in Tyler Co. TX to Ephraim Wallace Stringer (1893-
1961, F: 171904611). Their son Kirby Wallace was born & died 21 Mar 1918 in Benford, Polk 
Co. TX. Married John Rossmeyer (1895-1972, F: 93182045). Listed as Mrs. Gertrude 
Rossmeyer in her mother’s Apr 1953 obituary. Buried in Providence Cemetery, Dialville, 
Cherokee TX. F: 93182043 

• Blanch Pentecost Hearne, 10 Feb 1904 Camden, Polk TX – 10 Feb 1988 Lufkin, Angelina TX. 
Her tombstone & that of her husband’s headstone uses Hearn but the record indicates the 
family name is HEARNE. Married 23 Dec 1921 in Tyler Co. TX to Carlos Halius Hearne (1904-
1978, F: 51409462). Buried in New Energy Cemetery, Belott, Houston TX. F: 51409461 

• William Bryant Pentecost, 27 May 1910 Tyler Co. TX – 31 Aug 1957 Colmesneil, Taylor TX. 
Married 31 Mar 1929 in Tyler Co. TX to Jessie Lee Conner (1913-1986, F: 45605070). Died of 
a “crushed head and chest – truck left highway. Struck tree” – “lumber truck went off hi-
way.” Buried in Egypt Cemetery, Colmesneil, Taylor TX. F: 45605074 

• John Bunyan Pentecost, 16 Apr 1912 Tyler Co. TX – 10 Jun 1988 Jefferson Co. TX. Married 23 
Sep 1932 in Tyler Co. TX to Alma Virginia Mahan Butler (1917-1997, F: 45605066). Buried in 
Egypt Cemetery, Colmesneil, Taylor TX. F: 45605071 

• Franklin Shivers (“Frank”) Pentecost, 1 Sep 1915 Doucette, Tyler TX – 23 Dec 1994 Broken 
Arrow, Tulsa OK. Married 4 Dec 1935 in Tyler Co. TX to Essie Cordrell (“Mimie”) McBridge 
(1920-1990, F: 78451673) who is buried with her later husband Bryan Ramsey (1914-1981). 
Married 3 Nov 1945 Tulsa Co. OK to Betty Lou Durham (1923-2005, F: 45605067). Buried in 
Egypt Cemetery, Colmesneil, Taylor TX. F: 45605068 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 7 – as yet unaccounted for from Tuscania: 
Sam H. Pentecost, Dougette [sic] TX, Co. F, 6th Battalion, 20th Engineers (Forestry) 
 
“El Paso (TX) Herald” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 1 – among those buried in Scotland, in the trench 
with 78 bodies in order: Samuel A. Pentecost. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
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Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 6, Montgomery Co. TX 
Joe E. Pentecost, 33 LA, Nov 1866, parents b. LA, married 10 years, farmer 
Lillie, 23 TX, Dec 1876, father b. LA, mother b. MS, gave birth to 5 years, 4 months 
Mytte, 7 TX, Apr 1893 
Kittie, 3 TX, Jul 1892 [this makes no sense – more likely 1896 or 1897] 
Gertrude, 1 TX, Oct 1898 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 6, Tyler Co. TX 
Joseph E. Pentecost, 43 LA, parents b. LA, married 19 years, in 1st marriage, farmer, general farm 
Lillie F., 35 TX, father b. LA, mother b. MS, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 8 children, 5 are living 
Samuel H., 18 TX, farm laborer, home farm 
Mary, 14 TX, farm laborer, home farm 
Gertrude, 11 TX, farm laborer, home farm 
Blanche, 5 TX 
 
1920 Justice Precinct 6, Tyler Co. TX – Sam is dead; unsure who sister “Sammie” is (Alma?) – 
conducted 3 Jan 1920 
Joe E. DENTICOST, 53 LA, parents b. LA, farmer, general farm 
Lilly P., 44 TX, father b. LA, mother b. MS 
Sammie, 21 TX [daughter] 
Blanche, 15 TX 
William B., 8 TX 
John B., 7 TX 
Frank S., 4 years 3 months 
 
 


