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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA  

 

Pennebaker, Carl Bertram 
1893 KY – 1972 CA 
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Although Carl was earlier reported as a survivor, now the War Department tells his brother 

Robert that Carl is missing – “Memphis (TN) Commercial Appeal” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 7 
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He is at this address on his 1942 WWII draft card – “San Francisco Examiner” 22 May 1937 

p 9 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7TJB-Z2MM 
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Obituary “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Sunday 13 Aug 1972 p 34 
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“Lexington (KY) Herald-Leader” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Lexington (KY) Leader” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 6 

 

 
There are hundreds of real estate ads (for sale or lease) in CA newspaper from C.B. Pennebaker – 

“San Francisco Examiner” Wednesday 1 Jan 1941 p 28 
 
 
 

Wife: 
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Marriage 7 Apr 1919 Louisville, Jefferson KY - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-

G9S7-S99C-D?i=305&cc=1804888&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ2Q6-
XCDB 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/5699239:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=3791a80464567d3104b27a2c64d864d6&_phsrc=

hFB43289&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
Obituary of wife Susie L. Downes Pennebaker – “San Francisco Examiner” Thursday 8 Mar 1951 p 

19’’ 
 

 
Marriage license Apr 1919 – “Louisville (KY) Courier-Journal” Tuesday 8 Apr 1919 p 7 

 
 

Father: 
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Obituary of father George Bertram (1862-1931) – “Duncan (OK) Weekly Eagle” Thursday 7 May 1931 

p 5 
 

Mother: 
 

 
Obituary of mother Amelia Schrader Pennebaker – “Louisville (KY) Courier-Journal” Saturday 10 

Feb 1940 p 16 
 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of brother Robert Henry Pennebaker (1887-1971) – “Memphis (TN) Commercial Appeal” 

Tuesday 26 Jan 1971 p 13 
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Wedding of brother Robert Henry Pennebaker (1887-1971) to his 2nd wife, Katherine Pickett – 

“Memphis (TN) Commercial Appeal” Tuesday 29 Apr 1913 p 7 
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Obituary of sister Edna Louise Pennebaker Griffith Colson Firch (1889-27 Jan 1959) – “Modesto 

(CA) Bee” Wednesday 28 Jan 1959 p 6 
 

 
Probate of Edna’s estate – “Modesto (CA) Bee” Wednesday 18 Feb 1959 p 27 
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Marriage license of Edna Louise Pennebaker Griffith to Victor Milo Colson – “Sacramento (CA) Bee” 

Wednesday 11 Nov 1931 p 10 
 
 

 
Obituary of Katherine Pickett Pennebaker – published in the paper which her father once owned & 

edited – “Memphis (TN) Press-Scimitar” Wednesday 20 Jun 1973 p 21 
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100th birthday of sister Alvena Marie Pennebaker Carson (1895-1996), who dies one month before 

her 101st birthday– “Okmulgee (OK) Daily Times” Sunday 14 May 1995 p 9 
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obituary of sister Alvena Marie Pennebaker Carson (1895-1996) – which claims 5 sisters (instead of 
4) & 2 brothers preceded her in death – “Okmulgee (OK) Daily Times” Thursday 18 Apr 1996 p 2 
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Obituary of sister Elsie Ruth Pennebaker Luck (1901-1971) – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City 

OK) Friday 25 Jun 1971 p 10 
 

    

  
Carl’s home at 3085 – 24th Ave., San Francisco CA is valued at $2.4 million (2022) - 
https://www.redfin.com/CA/San-Francisco/3085-24th-Ave-94132/home/1863689 

 

https://www.redfin.com/CA/San-Francisco/3085-24th-Ave-94132/home/1863689
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Name:  Carl Bertram Pennebaker 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,036 
Entered service from:  Rock Haven, Meade KY 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Carl B. Pennebaker 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Amelia Pennebaker, Rock Haven KY 
Returned from war on: "Mexican" Feb 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Carl B. Pennebaker (Fold3 indexed as Carl B. Penneraker but correct 
spelling of Pennebaker on original form) - https://www.fold3.com/image/604295318 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Amelia Pennebaker, Rockhaven KY (pvt, 158th Aero 
Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Carl Pennebaker - b. 14 Apr 1893 Louisville KY; res: 778 
Poplar, Memphis, Shelby TN. Single. Auto mechanic, own business, 250 Poplar. Slender build, 
medium height. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Carl Bertram Pennebaker - b. 14 Apr 1893 Louisville KY; 
res 291 Justin Dr., San Francisco, San Francisco CA. NOK Mrs. Susan L. Pennebaker, same 
address. Self-employed at 1870 Geary St., San Francisco, San Francisco CA. Height: 5’8” – 165 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  24 Nov 1917 
Discharged:  5 Apr 1919 
Address:  3505 “O” St., San Francisco CA 
Rank/unit:    sergeant, 158th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 14 Apr 1893 Louisville, Jefferson KY  
Died: 12 Aug 1972 Felton, Santa Cruz CA (in a Felton rest home)  
Find A Grave record: 87656246 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower   
Burial location:  Colma, San Mateo CA 
Cemetery:  Cypress Lawn Memorial Park 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  George Bertram Pennebaker, 16 May 1862 Louisville, Jefferson KY – 7 May 1931 Duncan, 
Stephens OK. Buried in Cave Hill Cemetery, Louisville, Jefferson KY. 
Find A Grave:  136372817 
 
Mother: Amelia Louise Schrader Pennebaker, 13 Mar 1858 KY – 9 Feb 1940 Louisville, Jefferson KY. 
Buried in Cave Hill Cemetery, Louisville, Jefferson KY. 
Find A Grave:  136372812 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Susie L. Downes Pennebaker, 9 Jan 1886 Memphis, Shelby TN – 7 Mar 1951 San Francisco, 
San Francisco CA. Daughter of John Downes & Elizabeth Hawkins. Although she is 7 years older 
than Carl, her age varies in censuses. In the 1950 census, a year before she died, Carl & Susan had 
a live-in nurse. Buried in Cypress Lawn Memorial Park, Colma, San Mateo CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  87656247 
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Marriage: 7 Apr 1919 in Louisville, Jefferson KY – officiant was the chaplain at Camp Taylor. Carl is 
described on marriage certificate as “Honorable discharged soldier sgt.” 
 
Children: 

• Louise Ardelia Pennebaker Pfotenhauer, 27 Jan 1920 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – Jan 
1977. According to Social Security, she changed her surname from Pennebaker to 
Pfotenhauer in Jun 1941. Wife of Guido H. Pfotenhauer (1915-2005, F: 141070622). Buried 
in Skylawn Memorial Park, San Mateo, San Mateo CA. F: 141070621 

• George Bertram Pennebaker, 11 Feb 1921 San Francisco, San Franciso CA - .  Also known 
as Bert. Enlisted in the US Army on 9 Feb 1943 in San Francisco CA. Resident of Cupertino 
CA in Aug 1972 when his father died. On his WWII draft registration (14 Feb 1942), Geore 
lived at 291 Justin Dr., San Francisco CA. That was crossed through & the address of 3085 – 
24th Ave. written above. He was 5’10 ½” & 165 lbs. His next-of-kin was Mrs. Carl B. 
Pennebaker of the same address. He worked for Bethlehem Steel Corp., 20th & Illinois, San 
Francisco CA. His address in recent years was found in Green Valley AZ. 

 
Siblings:  One child died before the 1900 census – according to Alvena’s obituary, a girl. Carl was 
born after Edyth. 

• Robert Henry Pennebaker, 18 Jan 1887 Meade Co. KY – 23 Jan 1971 Little Rock, Pulaski AR. 
In the 1900 census, Edna (born Nov 1885) is older than he is. On her Find A Grave record, 
she is younger (born 1889). Married on 7 Aug 1905 in Jeffersonville, Clark AR to Mattie Mills 
Fowler (1884-1908, F: 234526845). - They had a son, Theodore Roosevelt (Robert/Ted) 
Pennebaker, born 9 Feb 1907 Rockhaven, Meade KY. Ted died in 1990 in TX, F: 104027653. 
In the 1910 census, he is living with his paternal grandparents & Robert’s siblings. – In 1913 
Robert married Katherine Pickett, who survived him. She was the daughter of Alfred Brown 
Pickett (F: 200257439), owner/editor of the “Memphis Scimitar” newspaper, and Julia Maria 
Stainback. Katherine was born 28 Aug 1891 & died Jun 1973.  

• Edna Louise Pennebaker Griffith Colson Frich, 21 Nov 1889 Meade Co. KY – 27 Jan 1959 San 
Joaquin Co. CA. In the 1900 census, her birthdate is given as Nov 1885 & she is older than 
brother Robert. – When her father died in May 1931, she is listed as Mrs. Borris Griffith of 
San Francisco CA. When she obtains a marriage license with Victor Milo Colson on 8 Nov 
1931 in Fairfield, Solano CA, Victor is age 39, resident of Mare Island, Solano Co. CA & Edna 
Louise Griffith is age 45, resident of San Francisco, San Francisco CA. Victor died 19 Dec 
1939 & is buried in San Francisco National Cemetery, San Francisco, San Francisco CA, F: 
111248181.– She dies as the wife of Ernest W. Firch. Buried in Lakewood Memorial Park, 
Hughson, Stanislaus CA. F: 234529112 

• Edyth Wedekind Pennebaker, 20 Aug 1890 KY – 16 Mar 1965 Rockville, Montgomery MD. 
She shares her tombstone with her sister Amelia. Buried in Rock Creek Cemetery, 
Washington DC. F: 118762592 

• Alvena Marie (“Allie”) Pennebaker Carson, 15 May 1895 Meade Co. KY – 17 Apr 1996 
Okmulgee, Okmulgee OK. Wife of Varnie J. Carson (1900-1973, F: 54325441) whom she 
married in May 1920. She died 1 month before her 101st birthday. Buried in Memorial Park 
Cemetery, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK. F: 54325478 

• Amelia Louise Pennebaker, 22 Mar 1898 Meade Co. KY – 21 Mar 1975 Okmulgee, Okmulgee 
OK. Shares her tombstone with sister Edyth. Buried in Rock Creek Cemetery, Washington 
DC. F; 118762580 
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• Elsie Ruth Pennebaker Luck, 29 Oct 1901 KY – Jun 1971 Jefferson Co. KY. Wife of Elbert 
Frederick Luck (1899-1983, F: 174969863). Buried in Cave Hill Cemetery, Louisville, 
Jefferson MO. F: 174969801 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
1913 Memphis TN city directory 
Pennebaker 
Carl B., clerk, R.H. Pennebaker, rooms at Madison Ave. 
Robert H. Pennebaker [his brother] had a business listing for automobile repair 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Owensboro (KY) Messenger” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 – there were 6 KY men on board Tuscania. 
Three are safe; the fate of the other 3 – including Carl B. Pennebaker of Rock Haven KY – is 
unknown. 
 
“Philadelphia (PA) Inquirer” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 4 – an additional survivor: Carl B. Pennebaker of 
Rock Haven KY. [this report is then contradicted by the War Department, which informs his family 
that Carl is missing] 
 
"Chattanooga (TN) News" 16 Feb 1918 p 7 – news that Carl Pennebaker, Memphis aviator, was 
missing was the message to his brother Robert in Memphis TN. His parents Mr. & Mrs. George 
Pennebaker, Rock Haven KY, he & Robert were in the automobile business in Memphis - an expert 
automobile man. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel" 13 Aug 1972 p 34 - b. KY, age 79, funeral 14 Aug Burlingame CA, burial 
Cypress Lawn, daughter Louise Pfotenhauer & son George Pennebaker survive   
 
Social Security number: 554-46-2317 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Garnettsville, Meade KY 
George Pennebaker, 38 KY, May 1862, parents b. KY, married 16 years, farmer & machinist 
Amelia, 38 KY, Mar 1862, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 7 children, 6 are living 
Edna, 14 KY, Nov 1885 
Robert, 13 KY, Jan 1887 
Edith, 10 KY, Aug 1889 
Karl, 7 KY, Apr 1893 
Alva, 5 KY, May 1895 
Amelia, 2 KY, Mar 1898 
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1910 District 1, Meade Co. KY 
George Pennebaker, 40 KY, parents b. KY, married 27 years, in 1st marriage,, farmer, general farm 
Amelia S., 49 KY, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 8 children, 7 are living 
Edna, 24 KY 
Edith, 20 KY 
Carl, 17 KY, laborer, home farm 
Allie, 14 KY 
Amelia, 11 KY 
Elsie R., 8 KY 
& grandson Robert T., 3 KY [Theodore Roosevelt Pennebaker, AKA Robert or Ted, was the son of 
George & Amelia’s son Robert Henry, whose wife had died] 
 
1920 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – Golden Gate Ave. 
Carl BENNEBAKER, 27 KY, parents b. KY, mechanist, auto 
Susie L., 33 KY, parents b. TN 
 
1930 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 805 Valencia St. 
Carl PENNYBAKER, 36 KY, parents b. KY, age 26 at 1st marriage, salesman, real estate, WWI veteran 
Susan, 43 TN, father b. TN, mother b. NY, age 32 at 1st marriage, manager apartments 
Louise, 10 CA 
Bertram, 9 CA 
 
1940 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 291 Justin Dr. – same house in 1935 
Carl B. Pennebaker, 46 KY, broker, real estate 
Susan, 54 TN 
Louise A., 20 CA, typist, lawyer 
Bertram G., 18 CA, clerk, real estate 
 
1950 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 3085 – 24th Ave. 
Carl B. Pennebaker, 55 KY, broker, real estate 
Susan L., 55 TN 
Louise L. Thompson, 51 CA, widow, nurse in private home 
 
 


