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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 

TUSCANIA 

 

Peña, Marcos / Marcus (Sr.) 
1894 TX – 1989 TX 

 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MS-77GG-
N?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7TJT-B6T2 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MS-77GG-N?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7TJT-B6T2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MS-77GG-N?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7TJT-B6T2
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Erroneous: Not killed in action – “McKinney (TX) Courier-Gazette” Monday 26 Aug 1918 p 5 

 

 

 

 
Also dead in this book - A private from TX, killed in action - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61470/images/7399-3-16-
0244?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=c40db1fdadeb385454625746ffe216dd&usePUB=true&

_phsrc=hFB43193&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=66342 
 
 
 

 
Correct report – wounded in action – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Saturday 5 Oct 1918 p 2 

 
 

****  
From “To The Line of Fire: Mexican Texans and World War I” by José A. Ramirez, Texas A&M 

University Press, College Station TX, 2009, Chapter 6, page 105: 
 

Letters from soldiers also assured families and friends of their well-being. In one case, Louis 
Gonzales of the 102nd Infantry was mistakenly listed as killed and then later as missing in action. 
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Wounded and unable to write home, Gonzales took several months before contacting his worried 
mother, with whom he was reunited in May 1919. 45  Similarly, San Antonian Marcos Peña had 
initially been registered as killed in the Tuscania disaster. To the relief of his parents, a letter from 
Peña soon disproved these reports. Amazingly, however, Peña was erroneously listed as dead 
again in the summer of 198. Once more, it was a letter from Peña, who was recovering from 
wounds in a French hospital at the time of its writing, that restored hope to his grieving parents, 
although their son’s tendency to downplay his injuries kept them skeptical about his true condition 
for several weeks. Once it was firmly established that he was alive and well, the family sent his 
letters to the Department of War to confirm its error. Even after the emotional turmoil they 
underwent, Peña’s parents maintained a positive outlook. Whatever the circumstances, his mother 
told the press in September 1918, “he is alive and that is enough for us.” 46 
Footnote 46 [page 158]: Quoted in La Prensa, September 29, 1918, translation mine. [i.e, by 
Ramirez] 
 
 

 
TX WWI military record - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-Z33Q-

4?i=2566&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-J8QN 
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Birth & baptismal dates - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/54575:61845?tid=&pid=&queryId=06e34656a3c0f1d7719bddbd65e2633a&_phsrc=h
FB43158&_phstart=successSource 

 
Wife Juanita Hernandez: 
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Marriage to Juanita/Juana Hernandez 14 Mar 1920 -  https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/50318:61845?tid=&pid=&queryId=06e34656a3c0f1d7719bddbd65e2633a&_phsrc=h
FB43160&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/50318:61845?tid=&pid=&queryId=06e34656a3c0f1d7719bddbd65e2633a&_phsrc=hFB43160&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/50318:61845?tid=&pid=&queryId=06e34656a3c0f1d7719bddbd65e2633a&_phsrc=hFB43160&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/50318:61845?tid=&pid=&queryId=06e34656a3c0f1d7719bddbd65e2633a&_phsrc=hFB43160&_phstart=successSource
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Is this his wife’s https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/983211:2272 

 
Wife Teresa Cruz: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/983211:2272
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Obituary of wife Teresa Cruz Peña (1910-2007) - https://www.porterloring.com/obituaries/Teresa-

Cruz-Pena?obId=18245692 
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=3693&h=81429947&tid=&pid=&queryId=1dd5456882ff445d2cc42219ba
2c88b2&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB43209&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/56900553:1788?tid=&pid=&queryId=1dd5456882ff445d2cc42219ba2c88b2&_phsrc
=hFB43212&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=3693&h=81429947&tid=&pid=&queryId=1dd5456882ff445d2cc42219ba2c88b2&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB43209&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=3693&h=81429947&tid=&pid=&queryId=1dd5456882ff445d2cc42219ba2c88b2&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB43209&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=3693&h=81429947&tid=&pid=&queryId=1dd5456882ff445d2cc42219ba2c88b2&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB43209&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/56900553:1788?tid=&pid=&queryId=1dd5456882ff445d2cc42219ba2c88b2&_phsrc=hFB43212&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/56900553:1788?tid=&pid=&queryId=1dd5456882ff445d2cc42219ba2c88b2&_phsrc=hFB43212&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/56900553:1788?tid=&pid=&queryId=1dd5456882ff445d2cc42219ba2c88b2&_phsrc=hFB43212&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/301507:2275?tid=&pid=&queryId=7ac0cf0fc254547f6e2f8aa1f300f93a&_phsrc=hFB
43214&_phstart=successSource 

 
Children: 

 
 

 
Son Marcos Peña Jr. (1921-2020) – Find A Grave 208031043 
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Obituary of son Marcos Peña Jr. - https://www.echovita.com/us/obituaries/tx/san-

antonio/marcos-pena-jr-10554574 
 

 

  
 

https://www.echovita.com/us/obituaries/tx/san-antonio/marcos-pena-jr-10554574
https://www.echovita.com/us/obituaries/tx/san-antonio/marcos-pena-jr-10554574
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Obituary of daughter Lydia Peña Venegas (1923-2019) - 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/wayne-mi/lydia-venegas-8916256 
 
 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/wayne-mi/lydia-venegas-8916256
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MI death record of Eloise Peña, b 17 Feb 1925, died 17 Oct 1925 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_354611-
02174?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=5aaad4280f0d7d1b39e083f797260be8&usePUB=true

&_phsrc=hFB43123&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=333879 
 

Father: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_354611-02174?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=5aaad4280f0d7d1b39e083f797260be8&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB43123&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=333879
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_354611-02174?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=5aaad4280f0d7d1b39e083f797260be8&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB43123&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=333879
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_354611-02174?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=5aaad4280f0d7d1b39e083f797260be8&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB43123&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=333879
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TX death record of father Julio Peña (on this form, 1871-1945) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/22585841:2272 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/22585841:2272
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Julio’s declaration of intention to become a citizen 4 Jan 1911- 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/25631:2509?tid=&pid=&queryId=c3a2226de63be7cf802ee13808dba6d3&_phsrc=hF
B43168&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/25631:2509?tid=&pid=&queryId=c3a2226de63be7cf802ee13808dba6d3&_phsrc=hFB43168&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/25631:2509?tid=&pid=&queryId=c3a2226de63be7cf802ee13808dba6d3&_phsrc=hFB43168&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/25631:2509?tid=&pid=&queryId=c3a2226de63be7cf802ee13808dba6d3&_phsrc=hFB43168&_phstart=successSource
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Says previous petition invalid - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/53316:2509?tid=&pid=&queryId=c3a2226de63be7cf802ee13808dba6d3&_phsrc=hF
B43171&_phstart=successSource  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/53316:2509?tid=&pid=&queryId=c3a2226de63be7cf802ee13808dba6d3&_phsrc=hFB43171&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/53316:2509?tid=&pid=&queryId=c3a2226de63be7cf802ee13808dba6d3&_phsrc=hFB43171&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/53316:2509?tid=&pid=&queryId=c3a2226de63be7cf802ee13808dba6d3&_phsrc=hFB43171&_phstart=successSource
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Different birthdate – 19 Mar 1866 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/14214:2509?tid=&pid=&queryId=c3a2226de63be7cf802ee13808dba6d3&_phsrc=hF

B43172&_phstart=successSource  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/14214:2509?tid=&pid=&queryId=c3a2226de63be7cf802ee13808dba6d3&_phsrc=hFB43172&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/14214:2509?tid=&pid=&queryId=c3a2226de63be7cf802ee13808dba6d3&_phsrc=hFB43172&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/14214:2509?tid=&pid=&queryId=c3a2226de63be7cf802ee13808dba6d3&_phsrc=hFB43172&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/14215:2509?tid=&pid=&queryId=c3a2226de63be7cf802ee13808dba6d3&_phsrc=hF

B43173&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/14215:2509?tid=&pid=&queryId=c3a2226de63be7cf802ee13808dba6d3&_phsrc=hFB43173&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/14215:2509?tid=&pid=&queryId=c3a2226de63be7cf802ee13808dba6d3&_phsrc=hFB43173&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/14215:2509?tid=&pid=&queryId=c3a2226de63be7cf802ee13808dba6d3&_phsrc=hFB43173&_phstart=successSource
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content/view/244605:2509?tid=&pid=&queryId=7e4a7dac279b3d4346f38b9ee00ab757&_phsrc=h
FB43178&_phstart=successSource 
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24 
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Julio’s naturalization application of 1 Jan 1898 – dismissed 8 Jan 1919 – lists the birthdates of his 
children - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/289433:2509?_phsrc=hFB43187&_phstart=successSource&gsfn=julio&gsln=pena&
ml_rpos=7&queryId=b6d93e54f6af459aa986ae54eb575f18 

 
Siblings: 
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MI death record of sister Luz Peña Garza (1891-1930) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_354636-
02787?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=600844653 

 
 

baptismal record of brother Jose Maria Peña , b. 21 Aug 1894 Guadalupe Co. TX - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_354636-02787?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=600844653
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_354636-02787?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=600844653
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/105411492:61845?tid=&pid=&queryId=fce86715572eac2cd9cfd3f56fb24ce1&_phsr

c=hFB43125&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

 
sister Vivian Pena (1898-1997) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/30973635:60901 
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TX death record of sister Louisa/Luisa Peña, 25 Aug 1904 TX – 16 Feb 1980, never married - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/60477725:2272 
 
Name:  Marcos Peña /Marcus Peña 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania:  Camp Travis Det. 2, 13th Btn. 165th Depot Brigade, 50th Co., then 1st Inf. Training 
Regt., 6th Co., then 9th Inf. Co. L - private 
Serial number:  251,558 
Entered service from:  San Antonio, Bexar TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Marcus Pena 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Rafela M. Pena, 723 S. Laredo St., San Antonio TX 
Returned from war on: "Princess Matoika" Aug 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Marcus Pena 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Jalio Pena, 723 S. Laredo St., San Anonio [sic] TX (PFC, Co. 
L, 9th Inf) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Marcos Peña - b. 12 Nov 1894 Guadeloupe TX; res: 723 S. 
Laredo St., San Antonio, Bexar TX. Race: Spanish-American. Single. Laborer, Thomas Gomez, Von 
Ormy TX. Card is signed Marcos Peña. Short in height, medium build. 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/60477725:2272
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World War II draft registration (1942):  as Marcus Peña – b. 12 Nov 1894 Sequin, Guadeloupe TX; 
res: 207 Stephenson Rd., Route 4, Box 314-H.H., San Antonio TX. NOK Teresa C., same address. 
Employed by War Dept. Ai Corps, SAAD, Duncan Field, San Antonio, Bexar TX. “Mch. Wound on left 
leg. Tatoo [sic] on right hand.” – Height: 5’7” – 152 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  8 Nov 1917 
Discharged:  21 Aug 1919 
Address:  1902 First St., Detroit MI 
Rank/unit:  private 1st class, Co. L, 9th Infantry 
 
Applied for Victory Medal 13 Jun 1921 as Marcus Pena, #151558, PFC, Co. L, 9th Inf., 2nd Div., 
resident of 1745 - 4th Ave., Detroit MI - in battles of Aisne, Aisne-Marne, Meuse-Argonne 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 12 Nov 1894 Sequin, Guadalupe Co. TX  
Died: 14 Jan 1989 San Antonio, Bexar TX    
Find A Grave record:  
Burial location:   
Cemetery:   
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Julio Peña, who lives different birthdates on various immigration & death forms: 19 Mar 
1866 or 19 Mar 1868 or 13 Jun 1867 or 4 Jul 1871, always in Santa Rosalia, Chihuahua, Mexico – 10 
Nov 1945 San Antonio, Bexar TX (at his home, 1701 Perez St.). Grocery merchant. Arrived in the US 
at El Paso TX on 20 Oct 1879, either by wagon or ferry. His TX death record says he is buried in 
Roselawn Cemetery, which is San Fernando Cemetery #3, San Antonio, Bexar TX. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Rafaela Contreras Peña, ca. 1856 (age 54 in 1910) or 25 Oct 1869 (on husband Julio’s 
naturalization application), born Santa Rosalia, Chichauhua Mexico  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Juanita/Juana Hernandez Peña, ca. 1902 Mexico (age 28 in 1930 census).   Daughter of 
Jesus Hernandez & Trinidad Sanchez. She is referred to as “Juanita Lopez” in her daughter Lydia’s 
2019 obituary. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Spouse: Teresa Cruz Peña, 2 Jun 1910 San Antonio, Bexar TX – 1 Dec 2007. Daughter of Vicente A. 
Cruz & Francisca Morin. In the 1920 & 1930 censuses, she lives in San Antonio TX with her parents. 
Teacher. On his 1942 WWII draft card, Teresa C. is Marcus’s NOK, residing at the same address. In 
the 1950 census for San Antonio, Bexar TX, Theresa C. Peña, age 40 TX, lives with her husband, 
Marcos Peña. 
 
Children: by his 1st wife, Juanita Hernandez 
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• Marcos Peña Jr., 9 Jul 1921 Detroit, Wayne MI – 14 Mar 2020. Served in the US Navy in WWII. 
Tombstone indicates he was son/husband/father. Husband of Lucy Castro. Referred to as 
Mark, married to Lucy, in his sister Lydia’s 2019 obituary. Buried in Fort Sam Houston 
National Cemetery, San Antonio, Bexar TX. F: 208031043 

• Lydia Peña Venegas, 23 Dec 1923 Detroit, Wayne MI – 6 Nov 2019 [Michigan?]. Married 27 
Sep 1940 Tiffin OH to Theodore Venegas, age 30. They divorced 22 Apr 1949 in Wayne Co. 
MI. Theodore Venegas remarried, on 21 May 1949, in Henry Co. OH to Agnes F. Blake. 
Theodore (1918 TX – 2006 MI) is buried in MI (F: 229127827). Buried in Glen Eden Memorial 
Park, Livonia, Wayne MI. F: 231056286 

• Eloise Peña, b. 17 Feb 1925 Detroit, Wayne MI - 17 Oct 1925 Detroit, Wayne MI. Daughter of 
Marcus & Juanita (Hermandez) Pena. Died of acute bronchitis, with complicating factor of 
gastric enteritis. Buried in Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery, Detroit, Wayne MI but not on Find 
A Grave as of 31 May 2022. The cemetery is 46% photographed on Find A Grave. 

 
Siblings:  Marcos was the 2nd child. His mother had 10 children with 6 surviving. Father Julio reports 
on one form that his children were born in Lockhart, Caldwell TX. 

• Luz Peña Garza, 19 Jan 1891 TX – 29 Oct 1930 Detroit, Wayne MI.  Wife of Santiago S. Garza. 
Died of chronic myocarditis, cardiac degeneration & cardiac failure. Died in Providence 
Hospital, Detroit MI. Her MI death record notes her burial will be in TX. 

• Jose Maria Peña, 21 Aug 1896 Guadalupe Co. TX -    . Married on 6 May 1916 to Guadalupe 
Garza, daughter of Juan Garza & Sara Ramos. 

• Viviana/Vivian Peña, 7 Feb 1898 Lockhart, Caldwell TX – 1 Mar 1997. SSN 365-14-3481 
• Rafaela Peña, 13 Apr 1901 TX 
• Louisa (Luisa) Peña, 25 Aug 1904 TX – 16 Feb 1980 San Antonio, Bexar TX. SSN 459-22-

3531. Never married. Seamstress. Buried in Roselawn Memorial Park, that is San Fernando 
Cemetery #3, San Antonio, Bexar TX.  Not on Find A Grave as of 31 May 2022. 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the Tuscania survivors: Pena, 
Marcus, San Antonio TX 
 
Post-war: 
 
Baptized 11 Mar 1920 (after the war) in San Fernando Cathedral, San Antonio, Bexar TX. His 
baptismal record lists a birthdate of 12 Nov 1894.  This rite was likely done so he could become a 
Roman Catholic and marry Juanita/Juana Hernandez in the same cathedral three days later, on 14 
Mar 1920. One of the oldest cathedrals in the US, construction began on it in 1738. In its vestibule 
lies the sarcophagus containing the bodies of Alamo defenders Davy Crockett, William B. Travis & 
Jim Bowie. 
 
“Kerrville (TX) Times” Thursday 26 Nov 1936 p 5 – among those admitted to the American Legion 
hospital: Marcus Pena of San Antonio. 
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“Kerrville (TX) Mountain Sun” Thursday 11 Feb 1937 p 4 – among those dismissed from the Legion 
Hospital during the last week: Marcus Pena of San Antonio. 
 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 455-12-8982 
 
Censuses: 
 
1910 San Antonio, Bexar TX – 723 S. Laredo St. 
Julio Peña (indexed as Sena), 58 Mexico, parents b. Mexico, married 18 years, merchant, retail 
grocery 
Rafaela, 54 Mexico, parents b. Mexico, gave birth to 10 children, 5 are living 
Marcos, 14 TX, at school 
Jose Maria, 11 TX, at school 
Vivianita, 10 TX, at school 
Rafaelita, 8 TX 
Luisa, 6 TX 
 
1920 San Antonio, Bexar TX – 1608 Dakota St. – parents & Marcos 
Ruguo Rivas, 82 Mexico, parents b. Mexico, alien, clerk, own store 
Luz G. Rivas, 58 Mexico, parents b. Mexico, alien [wife] 
Julio Pena, 55 Mexico, parents b. Mexico, papers filed, [illegible word], public [son-in-law] 
Rafolia Pena, 50 TX, 50 Mexico, parents b. Mexico, alien [daughter] 
Marcos Pena, 23 TX, parents b. Mexico 
 
1930 San Antonio, Bexar TX – Stephenson 
Marcos Pena, 36 TX, parents b. TX, age 23 at 1st marriage, merchants, grocery 
Wana, 28 Mexico, parents b. Mexico [presumably a phonetic spelling of Juana] 
Marcos Jr., 8 TX 
Lila, 6 TX 
[according to their obituaries, both children were born in Michigan] 
 
1940 San Antonio, Bexar TX – Stephenson Rd. – father & sister – in same house in 1935 
Julio RENA (Pena), 76 Mexico, alien, owner, grocery store 
Vivian, 39 TX, clerk, grocery store 
 
1940 San Antonio, Bexar TX – 1701 Perez – sisters – same place in 1935 
Rafaela Pena, 38 TX, grocery operator, own business 
Luisa Pena, 35 TX, grocery operator, own business [sister] 
 
1950 San Antonio, Bexar TX – 207 Stephenson Rd. 
Marcos Peña, 55 TX, proprietor, grocery store 
Theresa, 40 TX 
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