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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA  

 

Peck, Maurice Elwood 
1895 PA – 1967 IL 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7RB2-Y3N2 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7RB2-Y3N2
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-F3Z8-

D84P?cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A68B1-8X4N 
 
 

 
“Belvidere (IL) Daily Republican” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 5 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2395939:2375?tid=54993&pid=-
987137175&queryId=d261e697fb3c9e8323f8ab2808541991&_phsrc=hFB43027&_phstart=succes
sSource    

 
Wife Ethel Hedrick: 

 
 

 
Marriage license of Maurice Elwood Peck & Ethel Hedrick – “Freeport (IL) Daily Bulletin” Tuesday 19 

Aug 1919 p 2 
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“Belvidere (IL) Daily Republican” Monday 11 Aug 1902 p 2 

 
 

 
“Belvidere (IL) Daily Republican” Wednesday 15 Mar 1911 p 6 
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“Freeport (IL) Daily Bulletin” Tuesday 29 Aug 1911 p 4 

 

 
Suicide of Ethel’s father Ira Hedrick, either in front of her or her younger sister Lillian – “Champaign 

(IL) Daily Gazette” Wednesday 30 Aug 1911 p 2 
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“Dixon (IL) Evening Telegraph” Wednesday 30 Aug 1911 p 2 

 
Wife Hazel Montgomery: 

 

 
Marriage of Maurice Elwood Peck & Hazel Montgomery on Saturday, 7 Apr 1928 – “Belvidere (IL) 

Daily Republican” Monday 9 Apr 1928 p 8 
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marriage 7 Apr 1928 Belvidere IL - https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LD9P-8RF 

 
  

Children: 
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IA birth record of daughter Marion June Peck - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/150869744:61441?tid=54993&pid=-
987137175&queryId=15002c8d2252b0e68c8c9e5dca43f0a1&_phsrc=hFB43028&_phstart=succes

sSource 
 

 
Marriage license of son Wayne Henry Peck & Marilyn A. Baal – “Freeport (IL) Journal-Standard” 

Wednesday 6 Jul 1960 p 3 
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Death of Maurice’s infant granddaughter Kelly Ann Peck – obituary mentions his son Wayne Peck, 
his wife Marilyn Baal Peck, his other 3 grandchildren, his wife Hazel Montgomery Peck & his mother 
Laura Blaine Peck Edwards – “Freeport (IL) Journal-Standard” Saturday 30 Mar 1968 p 4 
 

         
 
 

Father: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/54993/person/-987139475/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/54993/person/-987139475/facts
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"Newport (PA) News" Tuesday 19 Mar 1918 p 1 - H.W.B. Peck died at his home in Rockford IL 9 Mar 
1918 of blood poisoning, from a burn he got at work at the Illinois Central RR, employed there past 

7 yrs, b. 1870, married Laura Blaine Apr 1894, survived by her & 2 sons, Charles at Camp Shelby MS 
(who got home in time for funeral) & Maurice who is overseas, a Tuscania survivor & 7-yr-old 

daughter Laura. Mrs. Peck got word 17 Mar that Maurice was safe, almost frozen when pulled from 
water but now fine 

 
Mother: 
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Mother Laura Elizabeth (Lizzie) Blaine Peck Edwards – Find A Grave 55704866 and 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/54993/person/-987138132/media/62c70f9d-
bdde-45bd-ba73-358e8e4568ab 

 
Siblings: 

 

 
Brother Charles Oregon Peck (1895-1959) – Find A Grave 55704848 
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Obituary of Charles Oregon Peck – “Freeport (IL) Journal-Standard” Tuesday 6 Oct 1959 p 4 

 
 

 
Secret marriage of sister Laura May Peck Dorr Maidens – “Belvidere (IL) Daily Republican” 

Wednesday 4 Jan 1926 p 2 
 
 

Name:  Maurice Elwood Peck 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,021 
Entered service from:  Rockford, Winnebago IL 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Maurice E. Peck 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Laura Peck, 1412 Chestnut St., Rockford IL 
Returned from war on: "Mexican" Feb 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Maurice E. Peck 
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Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Laura Peck, 1412 Chestnut St., Rockford IL (pvt, 
158th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
World War II draft registration (1942): as Maurice Elwood Peck - b. 21 Jul 1896 Duncannon PA; res: 
638 Newport Ave., Rockford, Winnebago IL. NOK Mrs. Hazel Peck, same address. Employed by JI 
Case, S. Independence Ave., Rockford IL. “tattoo on right arm” – Height: 5’6” – 134 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  24 Nov 1917 
Discharged:  27 Mar 1919 
Address:  1412 Chestnut St., Rockford IL 
Rank/unit:  chauffeur 1st class, 11th Co., 161st Depot Brigade 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 21 Jul 1895 Duncannon, Perry PA (Social Security Death Index: 21 Jul 1896)  
Died: 15 Apr 1967 German Valley, Stephenson IL   
Find A Grave record: 55704880 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower  
Burial location:  Rockford, Winnebago IL 
Cemetery:  Willwood Burial Park  
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Henry Ward Beecher (“Ward”) Peck, 8 Sep 1870 PA – 9 Mar 1918 Rockford, Winnebago IL. 
Son of Samuel Peck & Matilda Segar. Died while his son Maurice was at war, one month after he 
survived the Tuscania sinking. Buried in North Clinton Cemetery, Waterman, DeKalb IL. 
Find A Grave:  111752112 
 
Mother: Laura Elizabeth (“Lizzie”) Blaine Peck Edwards, 9 Feb 1878 Duncannon, Perry PA – 18 Jul 
1975 Rockford, Winnebago IL. Daughter of John H. Blaine & Sarah Emiline Fuller.  
After Henry’s death, Laura married on 20 Oct 1923 in Rockford, Winnebago IL to William Gordon 
(“Willie”) Edwards, 1 Sep 1874 Cambridge, Cambridgeshire, England – 21 Feb 1957 Winnebago Co. 
IL. William is buried in Willwood Burial Park, Rockford, Winnebago IL, F: 212093350. His first wife 
was Pearl Conrad (d. 1918, F: 108525766), whom he married 8 Sep 1906 in Winnebago Co. IL. 
In the 1930 census for Rockford, Winnebago IL, Laura Edwards (52) lived with husband William 
Edwards (54) & his stepdaughter/her daughter Laura Peck (19). 
Buried in Willwood Burial Park, Rockford, Winnebago IL 
Find A Grave:  55704866 
Parents’ marriage:  26 Oct 1894 Perry Co. IL 
 
Spouse: Edith A. Hedrick Peck, 12 Jun 1900 IL – dead by the time of her mother’s death in Feb 1957 
as not mentioned in obituary.  
Daughter of Ira W.Hedrick (b. Oct 1876) IL. On 27 Aug 1911 in Winnebago Co. IL he drank carbolic 
acid in front of daughter Ethel & died by suicide. Ethel’s sister Lillian Beatrice Hedrick (Taylor, 1903-
1985, F: 141017440, who married Frederick Arnold Taylor on 3 Sep 1925 in Rockford, Winnebago IL) 
was sent to run to notify people.  
Her mother was Maude Bell Fulton (19 Aug 1882 Polo, Ogle IL – 7 Feb 1957 Rockford, Winnebago 
IL), who had married Ira Hedrick in 1898. She was the daughter of Frank Fulton & Mary Snyder. 
Maude Hedrick was noted in the 1902 newspapers as involved with a railroad brakeman named 
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Dady. She then “disappeared” early in 1911 & it was allegedly despondency over his failure to 
reconcile with Maude that caused Ira’s suicide. 
Maude then married on 5 Dec 1911 in Winnebago Co. IL to Harry Mills Dolen (1885-1943). 
She married John D’Lantz Heller (1880-1955) on 11 Aug 1914 in Kuna, Ada, Idaho.  
In 1917 she married Philip Laspisa (1891-1958) in IL. They had 2 children: Philip Kimbal Laspese 
(note different name, 1919-1958) & Marie BVirginia Laspia (later Aspenson, 1920-2004).  
Maude then married Fred Peters in Belvidere IL. Maude is buried with surname Peters in 
Greenwood Cemetery, Rockford, Winnebago IL, F: 221741432. Was her husband Fred Charles 
Peters (1872-1938, buried in Belvidere Cemetery, F: 122276004). 
In the 1910 Rockford, Winnebago IL census, Ethel A. Hedrick (10 IL) lived with her parents, Ira W. 
Hedrick (33 IL, machinist, employed by an implement manufacturer) & Maud B. (28 IL) & sister 
Lilllian B. (6 IL). 
In the 1930 census for Rockford, Winnebago IL, Maude Peters, 47 IL, married (but not listed with a 
husband) lives at 214 Rome Avenue with children Phillip (11) & Marie (9).  
In the 1940 census for Rockford, Winnebago IL, Maude B. Peters, 57 IL, widow, lived at 1260 N. 
Main St. with son Philip K. “Peters”, age 21. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Spouse: Hazel J. (Irene?) Montgomery Peck, 12 Dec 1903 Galena, Jo Daviess Co. IL – 12 Sep 1996 
Rockford, Winnebago IL. SSN 353-18-3098. Daughter of Alonzo (1851-1911) & Mary Montgomery.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 7 Apr 1928 Boone Co. IL. Maurice was 32 years old. 
 
Children: 

• Marion June Peck Weston Lighthart, 21 Dec 1929 Dubuque, Dubuque IA – 21 Dec 1989 
South Beloit, Winnebago IL. Married in 1948 to Arthur L. Weston (1925-1977, F: 50862658). 
His career was in law enforcement. Marion is buried with Arthur. – Married in 1979 to John 
R. Lighthart (1930-2013). Buried in Rockton Township Cemetery, Rockton, Winnebago IL. F: 
50862659 

• Wayne Henry Peck, 28 Feb 1933 Rockford, Winnebago IL – 21 Dec 1995 Freeport, 
Stephenson IL. Married to Marilyn A. Baal of German Valley IL; obtained marriage license in 
Jul 1960. Marilyn (born ca. 1941 IL) was the daughter of George Baal (F: 88999224) & 
Annetta G. Borgmann Baal (later Mrs. Addison Buse), F: 88999225. Buried in Chapel Hill 
Memorial Gardens, Freeport, Stephenson IL. F: 88999226 

• Marvin Elwood Peck, 16 Mar 1935 Rockford, Winnebago IL – 17 Feb 2009 Amarillo, Potter 
TX. SSN 334-26-0647. Married 18 Dec 1958 to Betty J. ---. They divorced in Potter Co. TX on 
16 Mar 1989. 

 
Siblings:  

• Charles Oregon Peck, 6 Apr 1895 Duncannon, Perry PA – 4 Oct 1959 Rockford, Winnebago 
IL. Married 18 Aug 1919 in Freeport, Stephenson IL to Mabel Mae Heiter (1902-1984, F: 
55704802). J.I. Case machinist. Buried in Willwood Burial Park, Rockford, Winnebago IL. F: 
55704848 

• Cora Elizabeth Peck, 1896 – 1898 Waterman, DeKalb IL. Buried in North Clinton Cemetery, 
Waterman, DeKalb IL. F: 111752159 



19 
 

 

• Jesse Blaine Peck, 1897 – 1900 Waterman, DeKalb IL. Not listed in the 1900 Clinton, DeKalb 
IL census with parents & brothers, which was conducted 6 Jun 1900 so presumably died 
before that date in 1900. Buried in North Clinton Cemetery, Waterman, DeKalb IL. F: 
111752487 

• Laura May Peck Dorr Maidens, 2 Sep 1910 IL – 18 Aug 1992 Winnebago Co. IL. SSN 331-05-
6445. - Was secretly married 1 Nov 1925 to Donald Robert Dorr in Belvidere, Boone IL. 
Donald was born 23 Feb 1909 Rockford, Winnebago IL & died 25 Feb 1955 Madison, Dane 
WI, F: 167354959. He is buried with wife Eda. – In 1927 in Boone Co. IA, Laura married 
Ralph Raymond Maidens, 14 Oct 1909 Indian Ford WI- 20 Jan 1990 Winnebago Co. IL, SSN 
319-14-2503, the son of Frederick T. & Mary A. Maidens. On his WWII (16 Oct 1940) draft 
card, Ralph resided at 1412 Chestnut St., Rockford IL. In the 1950 Rockford, Winnebago IL 
census, Ralph R. Maidens (40) lived with wife Laura M. (39). 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Chicago (IL) Tribune” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 2 – among the 158th Aero Squadron men on board: 
Maurice E. Peck, Rockford IL 
 
“Chicago Tribune” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 – on the War Department survivor list released 10 Feb 
1918, among the men who lived in IL outside Chicago: Peck, Maurice E., Rockford IL. 
 
“Belvidere (IL) Republican-Northwestern” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 5 – one of the 2 Rockford IL men 
who sailed on Tuscania was Maurice E. Peck, 158th Aero Squadron 
 
"Newport (PA) News" 12 Feb 1918 p 1 - son of Mr. & Mrs. H.W. B. Peck, Rockford IL, formerly of 
Elliottsburg PA. Born Elliotsburg PA 21 years ago. Resident of 1412 Chestnut St., Rockford IL. 
Enlisted Rockford in Nov 1917. Was employed at Dobson planing mill. He did write daily but there 
has been no word for 3 weeks. His last letter was from Asheville SC. Maurice went from Rockford IL 
to Kelly Field (San Antonio TX), then to Lake Charles LA. His mother was planning to visit him in 
Louisiana until a telegram said leaving soon for France. He & mother visited relatives & friends in 
the Newport PA area last summer. 
 
"Perry County Democrat" (Bloomfield PA) 20 Feb 1918 p 3 - Maurice E. Peck, son of Mrs. & Mrs. 
H.W. Peck (Rockford IL), was a former Perry Co. PA boy, living near Elliottsburg. Trained at Rockford 
IL, then went to Kelly Field (San Antonio TX), then Lake Charles IL, then Asheville NC. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 355-03-1751 
 
Censuses: 
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1900 Waterman village, Clinton, DeKalb IL – conducted 6 Jun 1900 
Henry W. Peck, 29 PA, Sep 1870, parents b. PA, married 5 years, section railroad 
Laura E., 22 PA, Feb 1898, parents b. PA, gave birth to 3 children, 2 are living [Cora has died, Jesse 
born later in 1900] 
Maurice E., 3 PA, Jul 1896 
Charles O., 5 PA, Apr 1895 
 
1910 New Haven, Huron OH – Emerald St. – census conducted 18 Apr 1910, Laura born 2 Sep 1910 
Henry W. Peck, 39 PA, parents b. PA, married 15 years, foreman, railroad house 
Laura E., 32 PA, parents b. PA, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Charles O., 14 PA 
Morris G., 13 PA 
 
1920 Rockford, Winnebago IL – 840 State St. 
Maurice E. Peck, 24 PA, parents b. PA, machinist, [next word illegible] 
Ethel, 19 IL, parents b. IL [wife] 
 
1920 Rockford, Winnebago IL – 1419 Chestnut St. – mother & sister 
Laura Peck, 43 PA, widow, parents b. PA, occupation: none 
Laura May, 9 OH, parents b. PA [daughter] 
 
1930 Rice, Jo Daviess Co. IL – conducted Apr 8 & 9, 1930 
Harry Montgomery, 44 IL, single, father b. IA, mother b. IL, farmer, general farming 
Mary Montgomery, 73 IL, widow, father’s birthplace unknown, mother b. Northern Ireland [mother] 
Maurice Peck, 33 PA, parents b. PA, age 31 at 1st marriage [not accurate], marble setter, marble 
works, not a veteran [brother-in-law] 
Hazle Peck, 26 IL, father b. IA, mother b. IL, age 24 at 1st marriage [sister] 
Marion Peck, 4 months IA, father b. PA, mother b. IL [niece] 
 
1940 Rockford, Winnebago IL – 1440 Blaisdell – same place in 1935 
Maurice Peck, 43 PA, sewer project, W.P.A. 
Hazel, 36 IL 
Marion, 10 IA 
Wayne, 7 IL 
Marvin, 5 IL 
 
1950 Rockford, Winnebago IL – 3401 Parkside Ave. 
Maurice Peck, 53 PA, grass mower, parks 
Hazel, 46 IL, envelope operator, printing shop 
Wayne, 17 IL, pin setter, bowling alley 
Marvin, 15 IL 
 
 


