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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Paulus, Edward James 
1886 WI – 1954 MN 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/search/ark:/61903/1:1:7YRW-8X3Z 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/ark:/61903/1:1:7YRW-8X3Z
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Edward did not die at Superior WI - Obituary from “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls 

WI) Monday 18 Jan 1954 p 4  
 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) – Friday 15 Jan 1954 p 4 
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[article continues] 
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Returns home from war along with several other Tuscania survivors – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” 

(Chippewa Falls WI) Sunday 1 Jun 1919 p 3 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Tuesday 4 Nov 1941 p 2 

 
 
 

Wife: 
 
 

 
Edward’s wife Clara visited his sister Theresa Paulus Gund – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” 

(Chippewa Falls WI) Monday 21 Mar 1938 p 3 
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Wife Clara Frances Hennes Paulus Mitchell – “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Thursday 30 Oct 1941 

p 8 
 

Children: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/103284539/person/290026472722/media/6862e297-31e0-4dce-b01f-9db16277c677 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/103284539/person/290026472722/media/6862e297-31e0-4dce-b01f-9db16277c677
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/103284539/person/290026472722/media/6862e297-31e0-4dce-b01f-9db16277c677
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MN death record of daughter Elizabeth Mary Paulus Witherly Johnson (1927-2006) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/103284539/person/290026473645/facts  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/103284539/person/290026473645/facts


9 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1325445:9196 
 

  

 

 
 

Son James Earl Paulus (1934-2021) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1438360732:1265 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1325445:9196
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Full siblings: 

 

 
Adopted-out children of sister Francis Paulus Baker (1868-1949) - Find A Grave 213086756 
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Obituary of brother Joseph Paulus (1871-1945) – the names of his surviving siblings are often 

misspelled – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Saturday 30 Jun 1945 p 3 
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Obituary of sister Theresa Agnes Paulus Gund (1873-1947) – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” 

(Chippewa Falls WI) Saturday 19 Jul 1947 p 3 
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Sister Mary B. Paulus Scharpenberg (1878-1955) with husband Karl F. Scharpenberg – Find A Grave 

112153969 
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Obituary of sister Mary B. Paulus Scharpenberg – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Friday 10 Jun 1955 p 

23 
 

 
Obituary of sister Barbara Bardetta Paulus Boyle (1881-1960) – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-

Review” Sunday 13 Mar 1960 p 31 
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Half-siblings: 
 

 
Obituary of half-sister Ann Paulus Migalski (1893-1971) – “Minneapolis (MN) Star-Tribune” Tuesday 

24 Aug 1971 p 25 
 

 
Obituary of half-sister Margaret M. Paulus Zachau (1896-1963) – “Minneapolis (MN) Star” Monday 

15 Apr 1963 p 32 
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Obituary of half-sister Willa M. Paulus Olson Gonsior (1909-1997) – “Minneapolis (MN) Star-

Tribune” Sunday 14 Sep 1997 p 34 
 

 
 
 
Name:  Edward James Paulus 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. A - private 
Serial number:  250,983 
Entered service from:  Duluth, St. Louis Co. MN (according to the WI Veterans Museum, from 
Bloomer, Chippewa WI) 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Edward Paulus 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: brother G.M. Paulus, [handwritten: 314 Minneapolis Ave.] Duluth MN 
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Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Edward J. Paulus 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: brother George M. Paulus, 314 Minneapolis Ave., Duluth MN (pvt, 
Co. A, 107th Supply Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Edward James Paulus - b. 4 Oct 1886 Bloomer WI; res; 
Bloomer, Chippewa WI. Single. Barber for self in Bloomer WI. Claimed exemption from draft: No – 4 
Reg Band. Short & slender. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Edward James Paulus - b. 4 Oct 1886 Bloomer WI; res: 
3428 W. Superior St. [abbreviated Sup.], Duluth, St. Louis MN. NOK wife Clara Paulus, same 
address. Employed by R.H. Hansen, grocery work, 3004 W. 3rd St., Duluth, St. Louis MN. Height: 
5’6” – 140 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Jul 1917 
Discharged:  31 May 1919 
Address:  2220 E. 8th St., Superior WI 
Rank/unit:  private, Cas. Det., 161st Depot Brigade 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  4 Oct 1886 Bloomer, Chippewa WI  
Died: 10 Jan 1954 Hennepin Co. MN   
Find A Grave record: 89263151 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Superior, Douglas WI 
Cemetery:  St. Francis 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Minnesota Pvt Co A 107 Sanitary Train WWI 
 
Father:  Sebastian (“George”) Paulus, 14 Oct 1841 Pemfling, Landkreis Cham, Bavaria, Germany – 
14 Oct 1912 Douglas Co. WI. He left Hamburg, Germany & sailed to NY, then went to WI. His 2 
oldest children (Francis & Joseph) emigrated in May 1884. His wife Anna & the other 4 children born 
in Germany (Theresa, George, Mary & Barbara) followed in 1885. Following the death of his 1st wife 
Anna Marie Stoiber, whom he had married in Germany, Sebastian married Mary M. Reid in 1892. 
Buried in St. Francis Cemetery, Superior, Douglas WI. 
Find A Grave:  177187157 
 
Mother: Anna Marie Stoiber Paulus, 25 May 1848 Elsing, Landkreis Cham, Bavaria, Germany – 17 
Aug 1888 WI. Buried in St. Francis Cemetery, Superior, Douglas WI. 
Find A Grave:  177187154 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Stepmother: Mary M. Ried Paulus, Jan 1865 Bavaria, Germany – 16 Jan 1943 St. Paul, Ramsey MN. 
Buried in Sunset Memorial Park Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. 
Stepmother’s Find A Grave: 101826294 
Stepmother’s marriage: 1892 
 
Spouse: Clara Frances Hennes Paulus Mitchell, 21 Jan 1901 St. Louis Co. MN – 17 Jan 1987 St. 
Louis Co. MN. SSN 469-24-7328. Her mother’s 1st name is listed as Maggie & her surname as 
Janesen on birth/death records.  
As Clara Frances Paulus, she married John A. Mitchell on 13 Feb 1954 in St. Louis Co. MN. 
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Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 26 May 1923 in Douglas Co. WI – Clara Frances Hennes & Edward J. Paulus 
 
Children: 

• Donabel Jane Paulus Polo Olson, 10 Jan 1924 Superior, Douglas WI – 28 Jan 2017 Duluth, 
St. Louis Co. MN (in Essentia Health). Married to Charles Clifford Polo (1921-1948, F: 
165998974) in St. Louis Co. MN on 8 Apr 1944. – On 27 Apr 1949 in St. Louis Co. MN, 
Donabel married William George Olson (1928-1990, F: 140789931). Buried as Olson in 
Canosia Cemetery, St. Louis Co. MN. F: 175950927 

• Edward Francis (“Buddy”) Paulus, 1926 WI – 8 Sep 1941 Douglas Co. WI. Buried in St. 
Francis Cemetery, Superior, Douglas WI. F: 177187155 

• Elizabeth Mary (“Bette”) Paulus Witherly Johnson, 22 Aug 1927 WI – 9 Jul 2006 Duluth, St. 
Louis MN. SSN 469-24-4236.– Married to Richard Malcolm Witherly (1923 CA – 1982 ME, F: 
121696284). Richard’s obituary appears in the “Bangor (ME) Daily News” Friday 2 Apr 1982 
p 25. – Married to Raymond Johnson (1926-2001) on 31 Aug 1968 in St. Louis Co. MN with 
whom she had a daughter, Jennifer Raye Johnson.  

• James Earl Paulus, 21 Apr 1934 St. Louis Co. MN – 28 Mar 2021. Married on 25 Apr 1959 in 
St. Louis Co. MN to Margaret Marie Hanson (13 Apr 1940 MN – 13 Apr 2004, SSN 476-40-
7443), the daughter of Clifford & Dorothy Marie Hanson. James’s last residence was Duluth, 
St. Louis MN. 

 
Siblings:  full siblings, by his father Sebastian’s 1st marriage, to Anna Marie Stoiber. Edward was the 
last child born to the couple & the 1st one born in the US. 

• Francis Paulus Baker, 25 Jul 1868 Pemfling, Landkreis Cham, Bavaria, Germany – 15 Sep 
1949 Douglas Co. WI. She was the oldest of the 14 children born to her father. She & her 
next-oldest sibling, Joseph, emigrated in May 1884. Her mother & the next 4 siblings (born in 
Germany) followed in 1885. In Feb 1892 Francis married Nickolaus Baker (Backes) in 
Superior, Douglas WI, also an immigrant from Germany. The couple had 4 children between 
1892 & 1899. By the 1900 census, the 4 children are living in a Roman Catholic orphanage in 
La Crosse WI while Francis is in an asylum in Dane Co. WI. The 4 children were adopted, 3 
going to 1 family and one child to another. They are listed above (taken from her Find A 
Grave record). An asylum in Parkland, Douglas WI opened in 1906 & Francis resided there 
from the 1910 to 1940 censuses. There is no headstone for her in the St. Francis Cemetery, 
Superior, Douglas WI where she is reportedly buried. F: 213086756 

• Joseph Paulus, 7 Jun 1871 Cham, Landkreis Cham, Bavaria, Germany – 29 Jun 1945 
Bloomer, Chippewa WI. In the 1900 census for Auburn, Chippewa WI Joseph (age 28) is 
listed as married to “Emly” (age 53); his brother Edward (listed as Edmond) lives with them. 
They had been married 7 years. - Married in 1904 to Lillian Crisman (1881-1950, F: 
133812418). Buried in Bloomer City Cemetery, Bloomer, Chippewa WI. F: 133812417 

• Theresa Agnes Paulus Gund, 29 Sep 1873 Landkreis Cham, Bavaria, Germany – 18 Jul 1947 
Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. Married in 1891 to Herman Gund (1865-1937, F: 
212525422).  Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. F: 211692111 

• George Melchoir Paulus, 5 Jan 1876 Bavaria, Germany – 22 Aug 1956 Superior, Douglas WI. 
Served as a private in Co. A, 14th Regiment, MN Infantry in the Spanish-American WI. 
Married in 1905 to Maria Wilhelmina (“Willa”) Webster (1881-1980, F; 46126588). Buried in 
Nemadji Cemetery, Superior, Douglas WI. F: 46126589 
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• Mary B. Paulus Scharpenberg, 1878 Bavaria, Germany – 9 Jun 1955 Colfax, Whitman WA. 
Wife of Karl F. Scharpenberg (1877-1951, F: 127324544). Buried in LaCrosse Cemetery, La 
Crosse, Whitman WA. F: 112153969 

• Barbara Berdetta Paulus Boyle, 5 Jun 1881 Bavaria, Germany – 12 Mar 1960 Medical Lake, 
Spokane WA. Wife of Felix Jasper Boyle (1877-1973, F: 64488440). Buried in Spokane 
Memorial Gardens, Spokane, Spokane WA. F: 64488438 

 
Half-siblings: by his father Sebastian’s 2nd marriage, to Mary M. Ried 

• Ann Paulus Migalski, 22 Feb 1893 Douglas Co. WI – 22 Aug 1971 Robbinsdale, Hennepin 
MN. Wife of Joseph Leo Migalski (1894-1953, F: 101998909). Buried in Sunset memorial 
Park Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. F; 101998867 

• Nicholas Paulus, 1 Apr 1894 Superior, Douglas WI – 10 Sep 1974 WI. Husband of Ellen Mary 
Letourneau (1898-1986, F; 112829378). Buried in St. Francis Cemetery, Superior, Douglas 
WI. F: 112828223 

• Margaret M. Paulus Zachau, 15 Jan 1896 WI – 13 Apr 1963 Hennepin Co. MN. Wife of George 
Herman Zachau (1891-1931, F: 121820637). Buried in Sunset Memorial Park Cemetery, 
Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. F; 121820633 

• Agnes Adelaide Paulus Richards, 23 Sep 1897 Superior, Douglas WI – 26 Jun 1986 Elkhorn, 
Walworth WI. Married in 1918 to Edward H. Richards (1897-1972, F: 136223654). Buried in 
Hazel Ridge Cemetery, Elkhorn, Walworth WI. F: 1362223695 

• Harry George Paulus, 14 Jun 1900 Superior, Douglas WI – 22 Nov 1985 Douglas Co. WI.  
On WWI draft card (12 Sep 1918), Harry lived at 481 W. 6th, Superior, Douglas WI with his 
NOK, Mary Paulus. He was unemployed. - Married in 1919 to Alice J. Meteraud (1901-1949, 
F: 83060497). Buried in Calvary Cemetery, Superior, Douglas WI. F: 83060490 

• Frank (Francis) Eugene Paulus, 18 Dec 1902 Superior, Douglas WI – 8 Dec 1973 Douglas 
Co. WI. Husband of Charlotte Cecille Kortes (1905-1986, F: 141169779). Francis Eugene 
Paulus married “Cecile Charlotte Cortez” (moms.mn.gov) on 10 Aug 1925 in Carlton Co. 
MN. They were divorced by the time of the 1940 census, when Frank reported his status as 
divorced. Charlotte married on 9 Aug 1943 to Emmet James Nolan (1915-2003, F: 
101403210). Buried in St. Francis Cemetery, Superior, Douglas WI. F: 177187156 

• Willa M. Paulus Olson Gonsior, 24 Aug 1909 Superior, Douglas WI – 12 Sep 1997 New 
Brighton, Ramsey MN. Willa M. Paulus married 22 Jan 1931 in Pine Co. MN to Clifford O. 
Olson. – Willa M. Olson married Theodor [sic] Gonsior in Hennepin Co. MN on 21 Oct 1950. 
Theodore K. Gonsior (1904-1978, F: 95192746) is buried with Willa Gonsior in Sunset 
Memorial Park Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. F: 95192716 

 
 
Notes:  
 
Do not confuse with Edward James Paulus, b. 8 Jul 1887, d. 24 May 1960, a resident of Milwaukee 
WI. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Sunday 22 Jul 1917 p 1 – lists members of Co. A, 
4th Infantry, WI National Guard, Headquarters Co. – including member of the band Edward Paulus 
[Edward notes he is the regimental band on his WWI draft card 5 Jun 1917] 
 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 4 – “Tuscania Survivors – Maybe His 
Name is Here” includes the name of Edward J. Paulus, 314 Minneapolis Ave., Duluth MN. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Chippewa Herald-Telegram" (Chippewa Falls WI) 15 Jan 1954 p 4 - Mrs. Joseph White of Chippewa 
Falls received news that her uncle Edward Paulus d. at Veterans Hospital, Ft. Snelling MN. He lived 
in Duluth MN. Was a barber until a few years ago when he retired. Brother of the late Mrs. Theresa 
Gund of Chippewa Falls. Funeral 14 Jan 1954 in Superior WI at St. Adelberg Church. 
 
"Chippewa Herald-Telegram" (Chippewa Falls WI) 18 Jan 1954 p 4 - died at Superior WI (incorrect). 
Buried in Superior WI 14 Jan 1954. Former resident of Bloomer WI. WWI veteran, Tuscania survivor.  
 
Social Security number: 394-05-5286 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Auburn, Chippewa WI 
Joseph Paulus, 28 Germany, Jan 1847, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1884, in US for 16 years, 
naturalized, married 7 years, farmer [head of household] 
Emly, 53 England, Jun 1871, parents b. England, gave birth to zero children, emigrated 1853, in US 
for 47 years [wife] 
Edmond, 13 WI, Oct 1886, parents b. Germany, farm laborer [brother] 
& servant August Marquit, 17 WI, parents b. Germany 
 
1905 WI state census – Bloomer, Chippewa WI 
Ed PAULIS, 18 WI, parents b. Germany, servant, teamster 
Residing with E.R. & Inez B. Parker, drayman & their daughter & a female servant 
 
1910 Bloomer, Chippewa WI 
Edward Paulus, 23 WI, parents b. Germany, single, barber, own shop 
Boarder with William G. & Stella Crouse 
 
 
1920 Superior, Douglas WI – the census pages in 1 instance link Wilhelmina & Edward Paulus to the 
Cleophas J. & Elizabeth J. Morrisset household & in another to the rest of the Paulus family. Correct 
census sheets are 7B/6 & 8A/8.  
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GRNB-
HYM?i=13&cc=1488411&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AMF2K-JMG 
Mary Paulus, 57 Bavaria, Germany; widow; parents b. Bavaria, Germany; emigrated 1891; 
naturalized but date unknown; no occupation [head of household] 
Nicholas A., 25 WI, parents b. Bavaria, Germany; sailor, Great Lakes [son] 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GRNB-HYM?i=13&cc=1488411&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AMF2K-JMG
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GRNB-HYM?i=13&cc=1488411&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AMF2K-JMG
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Frank, 17 WI, parents b. Bavaria [son] 
Wilhelmina, 10 WI [daughter] 
James E., 33 WI, parents b. Bavaria, Germany; barber, barber shop [stepson] 
 
1930 Duluth, St. Louis Co. MN – 3065 Vernon St. - conducted 5 Apr 1930 
Edward J. Paulus, 43 WI, parents b. Bavaria, Germany; age 36 at 1st marriage, barber, barber shop, 
WWI veteran 
Clara F., 29 MN, parents b. WI 
Donabel J., 6 WI 
Edward F., 4 years, 11 months WI 
Elizabeth M., 2 years 5 months WI 
 
1940 Hawthorne, Douglas WI – in Duluth, St. Louis Co. MN in 1935 
Edward Paulus, 53 WI, laborer, road construction 
Clara, 39 MN 
Donabel, 16 WI 
Edward, 13 WI 
Elizabeth, 12 WI 
James, 6 MN 
 
1950 Duluth, St. Louis MN – 3428 Superior St. 
Edward J. Paulus, 63 WI, barber, barber shop 
Clara F., 49 MN 
James E., 15 MN 
 
 


