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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Patterson, Earl Joseph 
1898 WI – 1962 WI 

      

 
Earl Joseph/Joel Patterson – 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/9F9T-Z31/earl-joel-patterson-1898-1962 
 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/9F9T-Z31/earl-joel-patterson-1898-1962
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People in this photograph were unidentified but 3 “excerpts” were used & identified on separate 

FamilySearch.org records: Clyde Edward Patterson (far left) [and presumably his wife Marie Stockel 
Patterson next to him, but her photo was not used on a record] and Earl Joel Patterson (2nd from 

right) and Mildred Tupper Patterson (Earl’s wife) at right right) - 
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/9F9T-Z31/earl-joel-patterson-1898-1962 
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Obituary of Earl Joseph Patterson – “Sheboygan (WI) Press” Thursday 1 Feb 1962 p 10 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WS61-GFT2 
 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WS61-GFT2
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Boy & Girl Scout activities – ‘Sheboygan (WI) Press” Friday 30 Jun 1933 p 3 

 

 
“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Thursday 14 Jul 1955 p 28 
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“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Thursday 12 Jul 1956 p 23 

 
 
 

Wife: 
 

 
“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Monday 20 Dec 1920 p 4 
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Best man Earl Patterson & maid of honor Mildred Tupper, before their marriage, at the wedding of 

Mildred’s brother Alphonso D. Tupper to Lillian Kallenburg – “Sheboygan (WI) Press” Friday 10 Dec 
1920 p 4 
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Obituary of wife Mildred Tupper Patterson – “Sheboygan (WI) Press” Monday 24 Jul 1978 p 12 

 
 

Children: 
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Son Robert S. Patterson’s marriage to Peggy Anne Nelson on 4 Oc5 1952 Sheboygan, Sheboygan WI 
- https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/163530473/person/372141424902/media/fbd79522-0896-484b-a520-4997142d778b 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/163530473/person/372141424902/media/fbd79522-0896-484b-a520-4997142d778b
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/163530473/person/372141424902/media/fbd79522-0896-484b-a520-4997142d778b
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/163530473/person/372141424902/media/10a497cf-bf1d-44d4-aae3-905b25cded42 
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“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Monday 6 Oct 1952 p 11 
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Obituary of Robert’s wife Peggy Nelson Patterson (1929-1971) – “Sheboygan (WI) Press” Saturday 

15 May 1971 p 16 
 

 
 

Father: 
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Obituary of father Lyndon (Leonard) Willis Patterson – “Sheboygan (WI) Press” Thursday 5 Sep 1935 
p 26 
 

Mother: 
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Mother Catherine Elinor English Patterson – left: https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/21158407/person/1742389108/media/bc760bb8-fe26-4965-a6e0-7097e4d8fdc9 AND 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/21158407/person/1742389108/media/e547ac96-
948f-4173-aa57-658e87587e76  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/21158407/person/1742389108/media/bc760bb8-fe26-4965-a6e0-7097e4d8fdc9
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/21158407/person/1742389108/media/bc760bb8-fe26-4965-a6e0-7097e4d8fdc9
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/21158407/person/1742389108/media/e547ac96-948f-4173-aa57-658e87587e76
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/21158407/person/1742389108/media/e547ac96-948f-4173-aa57-658e87587e76
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Obituaries of mother Catherine English Patterson – left: “Sheboygan (WI) Press” Tuesday 16 Aug 

1955 p 8 – right: “Sheboygan (WI) Press” Tuesday 9 Aug 1955 p 8 
 

Siblings: 
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Brother Ray Lyndon Patterson (1891-1918), in 1913 (probably his wedding day) -   

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/21158407/person/1742389110/media/b2201b9b-
8340-401b-9a6a-18e8cb39a38b 

 

 
Marriage of brother Ray L. Patterson (1891-1918) to Norma Sonnenberg – “Wausau (WI) Pilot” 

Tuesday 18 Mar 1913 p 5 
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Funeral of brother Orville C. Patterson (1895-1940), who committed suicide in the Sheboygan River 
- left: “Sheboygan (WI) Press” Monday 30 Sep 1940 p 2 – death in Sheboygan River, right: “Wausau 
(WI) Daily Herald” Friday 27 Sep 1940 p 1 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Saturday 28 Sep 1940 p 2 
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“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Monday 7 Oct 1940 p 10 
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Obituary of brother Clyde Edward Patterson (1901-1974), the last of the four brothers to die – 

“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Wednesday 13 Mar 1974 p 12 
 



22 
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Obituary of Clyde Patterson’s wife, Marie F. Stockel Patterson - “Sheboygan (WI) Press” Sunday 10 

May 1998 p 2 
 

Name:  Earl Joseph Patterson 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. C (1938 NTSA & WI Vets Museum, Co. F) - corporal 
Serial number:  251,304 
Entered service from:  Curtiss, Clark WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Earl J. Patterson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Len Patterson, Curtiss WI 
Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Earl J. Patterson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Kattie Patterson, Edgar WI (cpl, Co. F, 107th Supply 
Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  Fairmount Acres, Plymouth WI (1939 NTSA & 1955 
WI Survivors)    
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Earl JOEL Patterson – b. 24 May 1898 Price Co. WI; res:  
town of Lima, Sheboygan WI. Mailing address: RR1, Plymouth WI. NOK wife Mrs. Earl Patterson, 
same address. Self-employed at Lima, Sheboygan WI. Height: 5’10” – 170 lbs. 
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Veterans Administration Military Index: as Earl Joel Patterson 
Enlisted:  20 Aug 1917 
Discharged:  29 May 1919 
Address:  Plymouth WI 
Rank/unit:  corporal, Co. F, 107th Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 23 May 1898 Marshfield, Wood WI   
Died: 31 Jan 1962 Plymouth, Sheboygan WI    
Find A Grave record: 56369239 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Sheboygan Falls, Sheboygan WI 
Cemetery:  Farmin 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Lyndon (Lon/Leonard) Willis Patterson, 25 Jan 1867 Grand Chute, Outagamie WI – 4 Sep 
1935 Lima, Sheboygan WI. Son of Franklin/Frank Patterson (1828 Canada – 1889 WI, F: 88295097) 
& Mary Barcume (1834-1920, F: 88295084. Lyndon’s father had a birth surname of Patenaude & 
was French-Canadian.  Buried in Farmin Cemetery, Sheboygan Falls, Sheboygan WI. 
Find A Grave:  115820248 
 
Mother: Catherine Elinor (Kate/Katie) English Patterson, 27 Apr 1867 Chicago, Cook IL – 9 Aug 1955 
Waldo, Sheboygan WI. Daughter of William H. English & Christina Moriah McDonald. Buried in 
Farmin Cemetery, Sheboygan Falls, Sheboygan WI.  
Find A Grave:  62877642 
Parents’ marriage:  22 Mar 1880 Spencer WI 
 
Spouse:  Mildred Ann Tupper Patterson, 21 Aug 1898 Lima, Sheboygan WI – 23 Jul 1978 Sheboygan, 
Sheboygan WI. SSN 394-40-5077. Daughter of Oramel Willis Tupper & Myrtle Merrill.  
There are reports on do-it-yourself family trees that Mildred married Earl’s brother Clyde. Clyde was 
survived by his one & only wife, Marie Stockel. Buried in Farmin Cemetery, Sheboygan Falls, 
Sheboygan WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  115820135 
Marriage: 16 Dec 1920 in Edgar, Marathon WI at the home of Mildred’s parents 
 
Children: twin sons 

• Robert S. (“Bob”) Patterson, 21 Jun 1927 WI – 22 Jul 2013 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. SSN 
398-20-8198. Married on 4 Oct 1952 in Sheboygan, Sheboygan WI to Peggy Anne Nelson, 
the daughter of Lester Andrew Nelson & Anna Marie Jensen.  Peggy Patterson is buried in 
Wildwood Cemetery, Sheboygan, Sheboygan WI, F: 103058545. 

• Richard D. Patterson, 21 Jun 1927 WI – 14 Apr 2008 Sheboygan, Sheboygan WI. Married on 1 
Jul 1950 in Plymouth, Sheboygan WI to Helen M. Weidemann (1920-1995, F: 232191941). 
Served in the US Navy in WWII. Buried in Lutheran Cemetery, Sheboygan, Sheboygan WI. F: 
26104758 

 
Siblings:  Earl was the 3rd of 4 sons. 

• Ray Lyndon Patterson, 31 Mar 1891 Unity, Clark WI – 1 Nov 1918 Holway, Taylor WI. Had 
three children between 1914 and Feb 1918 by wife Norma Erma Sonnenberg (1895-1985, F: 
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174772227). Ancestry.com family notes indicate he died of “Spanish flu” in the WWI-era 
influenza pandemic. Norma Patterson remarried, to Carl Wchholz (1888-1947, F; 
174772272). Buried in St. John’s Catholic Cemetery, Edgar, Marathon WI. F: 109769985 

• Orville Cleave Patterson, 27 May 1895 Nasonville, Taylor WI – 23 Sep 1940 Sheboygan Falls, 
Sheboygan WI. – Was married to Clara/Claire Emily Bredleau (1903 WI – 1973 OR). Records 
indicate they had 4 children between 1921 & 1929 but she is also found marrying LeLand 
Limberg (1896-1974) on 6 Mar 1923 in Plymouth WI. She died with name Claire Limberg; 
was the daughter of Otto Earnest Bredleau (1874-1918) & Anna (1881-1933). Orville was 
married on 9 Aug 1934 to Agatha Dorthea Zabawski (1912-1983, F: 112690772) with whom 
he had 3 children. His body was found in the Sheboygan River on 27 Sep 1940. He was a 
native of Dunham, Martin MN. In his pocket was a restraining order from a wife & children in 
Moose Lake, Carlton MN. His death was ruled a suicide; his body was identified by his 
family & by fingerprints. Buried in Farmin Cemetery, Sheboygan Falls, Sheboygan WI. F: 
115820194 

• Clyde Edward Patterson, 9 Mar 1901 Park Falls, Price WI – 13 Mar 1974 Sheboygan, 
Sheboygan WI. Married in 1924 to Marie F. Stockel (1905-1998, F: 65798215). Buried in 
Calvary Cemetery, Sheboygan, Sheboygan WI. F: 47296649 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the Tuscania survivors: Earl J. Patterson 
of Curtiss WI 
 
Post-war: 
 
"Sheboygan Press" 12 Jul 1956 p 23 - Mr. & Mrs. Earl Patterson of Waldo WI attended the annual 
reunion of Tuscania survivors, only 105 left he said, attendees from MN, IA, IL, WI   
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Marshfield, Wood WI – Maple 
Leonard Patterson, 31 WI, Jan 1868, father b. Canada (English), mother b. Nova Scotia, Canada, 
married 11 years, hoop maker 
Kate, 32 IL, Apr 1868, father b. WI, mother b. IL 
Ray, 9 WI, Mar 1891, at school 
Orrin, 5 WI, May 1895 
Earl, 2 WI, May 1898 [identified as a daughter] 
 
1905 WI state census – Johnson, Marathon WI 
Leonard W. Patterson, 37 WI, parents b. Canada, hoop maker 
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Katie, 38 IL, parents b. Canada 
Ray S., 14 WI 
Orrin, 10 WI 
Earl J., 7 WI 
Clyde E., 4 WI 
 
1910 Holton, Marathon WI 
Lane Patterson, 42 WI, parents b. Canada (French), married 21 years, hoop maker 
Kattie, 43 WI, father b. Ireland, mother b. Scotland, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Ray, 19 WI, laborer, odd jobs 
Orin, 15 WI, farm laborer, home farm 
Earl, 12 WI 
Clyde, 9 WI 
 
1920 Rib Falls, Marathon WI 
Leonhard Patterson, 52 WI, parents b. WI, laborer, saw mill 
Kathrin, 52 WI 
Orville, 25 WI, laborer, lath mill 
Earl, 22 WI, lumber piler, lumber yard 
Clyde, 19 WI, teamster, logging camp 
 
1930 Lima, Sheboygan WI – in this census, Mildred’s name appears 1st with notation wife, then Earl 
is on the next line as head of household 
Mildred Patterson, 31 WI, age 21 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Earl J. Patterson, 31 WI, age 21 at 1st marriage, farm laborer, farm [head of household] 
Norma Tupper, 21 WI, parents b. WI, 1st marriage at age 18 [relation] 
Ansel Tupper, 3 WI [son – but obviously son of Norma Tupper] 
Deshon Tupper, 1 WI [son – but obviously son of Norma Tupper] 
Robt. Patterson, 3 WI [son] 
Richard Patterson, 3 WI [son] 
& boarder Labrich Shebraw, 82 Germany, a public charge 
 
1940 Lima, Sheboygan WI – in 1935 in same house 
Earl Patterson, 43 WI, farmer 
Mildred, 42 WI 
Richard, 13 WI 
Robert, 13 WI 
& father-in-law O.W. Tupper, 76 WI 
 
1950 Lima, Sheboygan WI 
Earl J. Patterson, 51 WI, farmer, farm 
Mildred A., 51 WI 
Robert, 22 WI, never married, office work, woodworking mfg. machine 
Richard, 22 WI, never married, truck driver, transfer company 
 
 


