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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
TUSCANIA 

 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Patillo, James Roscoe 

1895 TX – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 
 

 
James Roscoe Patillo - https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/L2X1-S3H 
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Find A Grave 41695916 – Pinecrest Memorial Park, Mena, Polk Co. Arkansas – “Died at sea in the 

service of his country”   
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
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content/view/30098672:9170?tid=8846852&pid=282268316501&queryId=84a94e7750c88091344
ed12a4adc640c&_phsrc=hFB42349&_phstart=successSource  

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W98W-F9T2 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W98W-F9T2
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“Batesville (AR) Daily Guard” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Arkansas Democrat” (Little Rock AR) Tuesday 26 Mar 1918 p 2 
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[article continues] 

“Daily Arkansas Gazette” (Little Rock AR) Sunday 25 May 1919 p 6 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3HT-

4TK9?cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A8CHR-RDMM 
 
 

 
This headstone for his paternal grandfather James N. Patillo, a Confederate soldier was placed next 

to that of his wife, Lavina Howard Patillo. “Died while crossing the Tenn River Aug 1862 / 29th Tenn 
Infantry Co CSA” – His body was not recovered. It is an ironic twist that his grandson James Roscoe 

Patillo drowned in World War I on Tuscania in the North Channel of the Atlantic Ocean –  
 

Mother: 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3HT-4TK9?cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A8CHR-RDMM
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3HT-4TK9?cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A8CHR-RDMM
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AR death record of mother Cora Lee Teel Patillo Green - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61777/images/61777_01_00147-
02376?pId=439270 

 
Siblings: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61777/images/61777_01_00147-02376?pId=439270
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61777/images/61777_01_00147-02376?pId=439270
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MO death record of sister Daisy D. Patillo Welch (1885-1920) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1920_00040707-
02928?pId=384826 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1920_00040707-02928?pId=384826
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1920_00040707-02928?pId=384826
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AR death record of brother Charles Grover Patillo (1887-1958) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61777/images/61777_01_00244-
01932?pId=746282 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61777/images/61777_01_00244-01932?pId=746282
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61777/images/61777_01_00244-01932?pId=746282


11 
 

 

 
Obituary of brother Charles Grover Patillo – the brother “Irma” mentioned is Armont – “LeFlore 

County Sun” (Poteau OK) Sunday 7 Dec 1958 p 1 
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Obituary of sister Jewell Eugine Patillo Daniels (1899-1975) – “San Bernardino (CA) County Sun” 

Thursday 12 Jun 1975 p 32 
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AR death record of brother Armont Patillo (1904-1967) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61777/images/61777_02_00013-
02407?pId=60924325 

   
 

Name:  James Roscoe Patillo 
Name variations:  Potillo on Tuscania passenger list – middle name also found as Robert - he is 
listed as J. Robert Patillo in the 1900 census 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number:  Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the sinking of the 
Tuscania showed their value, so James died without one 
Entered service from:  Huntington, Sebastian AR 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  James R. POTILLO 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: brother C.G. Potillo (sic), Huntington AR 
Body was not recovered; missing in action. 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61777/images/61777_02_00013-02407?pId=60924325
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61777/images/61777_02_00013-02407?pId=60924325
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Veterans Administration Military Index: as James Roscoe Patillo 
Enlistment & discharge dates not given 
Born: 23 Feb 1895 
Died: 6 Feb 1918 
Address:  Mena AR 
Rank/unit:  Co. F, 6th Battalion, 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 22 Feb 1895 TX (Feb 1895 - 1910 census) - 23 Feb 1895 (VAMI)  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania   
James has two Find A Grave records: 
Find A Grave record: 41695916 – presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location:  Mena, Polk, AR 
Cemetery:  Pinecrest Memorial Park 
Tombstone: pictured above – tree with inscribed scroll 
Find A Grave record: 56503763  - presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location:  Brookwood, Surrey, England 
Cemetery:  Brookwood American Cemetery & Memorial 
Tombstone:  plaque denoting missing in action, from OK 
 
 
Father:  James R. Patillo, Oct 1844 AL – 23 Jun 1904. Son of James N. Patillo (1802-1862, F: 
196097064) & Luvina Howard (1808-1884, F: 26186894). While in the Confederate forces during the 
Civil War, his father James N. drowned in the Tennessee River & his body was not recovered.  
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Cora Lee Teel Patillo Green, 3 Oct 1865 Marion Co. TX – 9 Jul 1939 Mena, Polk AR. Daughter 
of Robert Teel & Martha (Mattie) Horton. Married on 24 May 1913 Sebastian Co. AR to William 
Bracker Green. Buried in Pinecrest Memorial Park, Mena, Polk AR. 
Find A Grave:  41695914 
Parents’ marriage:  29 Nov 1883 Harrison Co. TX 
 
Stepfather: William Bracker Green, 19 May 1864 IL – 13 Jul 1937 Mena, Polk AR. Son of James Green 
& Elizabeth Cain. Buried in Pinecrest Memorial Park, Mena, Polk AR. 
Find A Grave: 41695915 
Stefather’s marriage: 24 May 1913 Sebastian Co. AR 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  James was the 4th child of six. 

• Daisy D. Patillo Welch, Jan 1885 TX – 6 Dec 1920 Kansas City, Jackson MO. Married 4 Oct 
1903 in Sevier Co. AR to William Franklin/Frank Welch (1868-1932, F: 101197851). Buried in 
Olathe Memorial Cemetery, Olathe, Johnson KS. F: 73436965 
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• Charles Grover (Greg) Patillo, 14 May 1887 Marshall, Harrison T – 4 Dec 1958 Greenwood, 
Sebastian AR. Married 6 Jul 1913 in Scott Co. AR to Nita Estella Giles (1894-1978). His 
funeral services were held in Poteau, Le Flore OK according to his AR death record. His 
obituary says he was buried in Oakland Cemetery, Poteau, Le Flore OK – but is not on Find A 
Grave as of 15 May 2022.  

• Infant, born & died between 1888 & 1898 
• Jewell Eugine Patillo Daniels, 13 Sep 1899 Vivian, Caddo Parish LA – 10 Jun 1975 San 

Bernardino, San Bernardino CA. Obtained a marriage license on 18 May 1920 in Polk Co. AR 
& married there on 19 May 1920 to Harold Fred Daniels (1897-1973).  

• Armont Patillo, 5 May 1904 DeQueen, Sevier AR – 14 Feb 1967 Mena, Polk AR. Plumber. 
Buried in Pinecrest Memorial Park, Mena, Polk AR. F: 41788907 

 
Notes:  
 
His paternal grandfather was James N. Patillo, a private in the Confederate States of America army. 
He was mustered into Co. C, TN 29th Infantry. He drowned while crossing the Tennessee River in 
Aug 1862. A James Patillo owned 10 slaves in the “Slave Schedule” for Smith, Dallas AR.  
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Police Jury Ward 2, Caddo Parish LA 
J.R. Patillo, 46 AL, Oct 1855, parents b. AL, married 16 years, farm laborer 
C. Lula, 31 TX, Oct 1868, father b. AL, mother b. MS, gave birth to 5 children, 4 are living 
D. David, 15 TX, Jan 1885 
C. Greg, 13 TX, May 1887, farm laborer 
J. Robert, 5 TX, Feb 1895 
H. Eugin, 4 months LA 
& half-brother J. William Scarough, 31 TX, Jul 1868, single, parents b. AL, farm labor 
 


