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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

Parnell, Alvie Amos 
1891 TX – 1960 NM 
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Obituary of Alvie Amos Parnell - “Deming (NM) Headlight” Thursday 20 Oct 1960 p 4 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7BVM-G92M 
 
 

TX, WWI military card - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9MN-
CQBR?i=1287&cc=2202707  
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7BVM-G92M
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHJ-13CM-
P38L?cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A8WRC-NF2M 
 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-
CQBS?i=1289&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-FV2Z 
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Is this him? “Clovis (NM) News-Journal” Thursday 6 Aug 1942 p 3 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1069255:2375?tid=116548303&pid=190155746025&queryId=d5a0f883853a74b10e9
3d3a0c01c795f&_phsrc=hFB42209&_phstart=successSource 
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“Lubbock (TX) Morning Avalanche” Tuesday 24 Nov 1936 p 12 
 
 

Siblings: 
 
 

 
Obituary of brother Tol A. Pernell (1888-1932) – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Saturday 24 Dec 1932 p 
15 
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Sister Ella May Pernell Gage (1893-1950) – Left: Find A Grave 33068634 – Right:  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/116548303/person/190155745884/media/5f8716fa-6446-494b-801b-25a433658df9 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/116548303/person/190155745884/media/5f8716fa-6446-494b-801b-25a433658df9
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/116548303/person/190155745884/media/5f8716fa-6446-494b-801b-25a433658df9
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Obituary of sister Ella May Parnell Gage – “Lubbock (TX) Morning Avalanche” Friday 13 Jan 1950 p 

11 
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Obituary of sister Della Pearl Parnell Hull (1893-1948) – “Lubbock (TX) Morning Avalanche” Friday 3 

Sep 1948 p 29 
 

Stepchldren: 
 
 
 

 

 
Stepdaughter Maxine Coffindaffer –  
 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/52732563/person/13399652441/media/353b7429-b813-4aec-bf4b-24dde532cf1f 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/52732563/person/13399652441/media/353b7429-b813-4aec-bf4b-24dde532cf1f
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/52732563/person/13399652441/media/353b7429-b813-4aec-bf4b-24dde532cf1f
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52732563/person/13399652441/facts 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52732563/person/13399652441/facts
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Obituary of Maxine Levon Coffindaffer Hobbs Turrentine Buchanan – “Odessa (TX) American” 
Thursday 11 May 1972 p 2 

 

 
TX death record of Joe Warren Hobbes, husband of Maxine Coffindaffer – homicide, died of gunshot 

wounds – Maxine is charged with his murder - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/23980544:2272 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23980544:2272
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23980544:2272
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“Lubbock (TX) Evening Journal” Thursday 4 May 1950 p 1 & continued on p 10 (column 1) 
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“Lubbock (TX) Morning Avalanche” Friday 5 May 1950 p 1 & continued on p 14 
 

 
“Lubbock (TX) Evening Journal” Tuesday 5 Dec 1950 p 10 
 
 
 
 

 
“Lubbock (TX) Morning Avalanche” Wednesday 7 Jun 1950 p 10 
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Maxine’s marriage to Charles Wilburn Turrentine – “Decatur (IL) Daily Review” Monday 1 Mar 1954 

p 16 
 
 
 

 
Stepson Rexell Blaine Coffindaffer (1921-1942) – Find A Grave 56787448 

 
 

 
Death of stepson Rexell Coffindaffer in a Japanese prisoner-of-war camp, WWII - “Albuquerque 

(NM) Tribune” Friday 28 May 1943 p 9 
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Obituary of Mary Jojean Coffindaffer Hunter  - “Decatur (IL) Herald & Review” Wednesday 10 Feb 
1988 p 11 
 
 
             
Name:  Alvie Amos Parnell 
Name variations:  his parents & some of his siblings spell the surname PERNELL – TX military 
records * Tuscania passenger list spell first name ALVEY 
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private 
Serial number:  251,553 
Entered service from:  Matador, Motley TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Alvey Parnell 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: brother F.A. Parnell, Matador TX 
Returned from war on: "Finland" Jun 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Alvie A. Parnell 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: brother Toll A. Parnell, Matador TX (cpl, HQ Troop, 3rd Cavalry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Alvie Amos PARNELL - b. 15 Jun 1891 Saltillo TX; res: 
Matador, Motley TX. Single. Farm laborer, unemployed. Tall & slender. 
World War II draft registration (1942):   
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Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  19 Sep 1917 
Discharged:  9 Jul 1919 
Address:  Lubbock TX 
Rank/unit:  corporal, HQ Troop, 3rd Cavalry 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 15 Jun 1891 Saltillo, Hopkins TX (obituary: 5 Jun 1891)  
Died: 17 Oct 1960 Deming, Luna NM (in a Deming hospital)    
Find A Grave record: 130581305 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Deming, Luna NM 
Cemetery: Mountain View  
Tombstone:  veteran tombstone: Texas Cpl HQ Trp 3 Cavalry WWI 
 
Father:  Richard Robert Pernell, 24 Oct 1850 Perry Co. TN – 31 Dec 1907 Fisher Co. TX. Son of 
Blaney Parnell & Mariah Crafton. Buried in Belvieu Cemetery, Rotan, Fisher TX. 
Find A Grave:  63544204 
 
Mother: Martha Elizabeth Daniel Pernell, 5 Oct 1860 Lafayette Co. AR – 10 Dec 1914 Rotan, Fisher 
TX. Buried in Belvieu Cemetery, Rotan, Fisher TX. 
Find A Grave:  63544249 
Parents’ marriage:  3 Jun 1875 Franklin Co. TX 
 
Spouse: ?  
Spouse Find A Grave: 
Marriage: In the 1930 census, Alvie says he is single. In the 1940 census, Alvie indicates he is 
divorced. In the 1950 census, he is married to Florine.  
 
Spouse: Florine Pearl (“Flossie”) Nicholas Coffindaffer Ashley Parnell, 31 Mar 1892 Harrison Co. 
WV – 18 Mar 1972. Daughter of Sylvanus Nicholas (1857-1934, F: 65593492) & Nancy Missouri 
Coffindaffer (1864-1933, F: 65593701, daughter of John J. Coffindaffer & Nancy Anne Davisson). 
Married to George Washington Coffindaffer (1 or 2 Sep 1882 Harrison Co. WV – 26 Nov 1934 
Roswell, Chaves NM. F: 134144995). He was the son of John Ervin Coffindaffer & Mary Rosella 
Dotson.  When he registered for the WWI draft (17 Sep 1918), George Washington Coffindaffer & 
wife Flossie Pearl Coffindaffer lived at RFD No. 1, Box 78 ½, Clarksburg, Harrison WV. George 
worked at the Grasselli Chemical Co. in Clarksburg WV. In the 1931 Roswell NM city directory, 
George W. Coffindaffer is listed with wife Flossie, residing at 332 E. 6th. George is a janitor at the 
East Side School. When Florine’s father Sylvanis Nicholas died in Mar 1934 in WV, his obituary 
listed her as Mrs. Flossie Coffindaffer of Roswell NM. 
Married to Robert Ashley. He was born ca. 1889 MI. Believe him to be Robert Chauncey Ashley, 
whose Veterans Administration Military Index card provides a birthdate of 25 Sep 1889 & a 
residence in NM. She was his wife when her son Rexell Coffindaffer died in Aug 1942 in WWII. In the 
1920 census, Robert C. Ashley was a sergeant in the US Army, stationed at Fort Bayard, Grant NM. 
He died May 1947; Social Security recorded his last residence at Fort Bayard, Grant NM. 
Buried in Memory Lane Cemetery, Silver City, Grant NM. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  92673074 
Marriage: in the 1940 census, Alvie is single. In the 1950 census, he resides with wife Florine. Both 
censuses were for Silver City, Grant NM. 
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See: https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52732563/person/13678512521/facts 
 
Children: 
 
Stepchildren: 

• Maxine Levon Coffindaffer Hobbes/Hobbs Turrentine Buchanan, 2 Feb 1918 Stealey, 
Harrison WV – 9 May 1972. Middle name sometimes Lavaughn or other versions. - Married 
to Joseph Warren Hobbes/Hobbs (3 Jun 1912 IL – 4 May 1950 Lubbock, Lubbock TX). He 
was the son of His TX death record lists his death as a homicide, caused by gunshot 
wounds. Maxine is charged by a grand jury with murder with malice after she shot Joe in the 
chest with a .22-calibre rifle following a quarrel and domestic abuse by him. Their 2 children 
were present in the house at the time. The disposition of the case could not be found.  – 
Maxine L. Hobbes applies for a marriage license with Charles W. Turrentine in Decatur, 
Macon IL in Mar 1954. Charles Wilburn Turrentine, b. 10 Dec 1921 McLeansboro, Hamilton 
IL, d. 6 (LA death index) or 7 (Find A Grave) Apr 1964 in New Orleans, Orleans Parish LA, in 
the veterans’ hospital, F: 183701598. Son of Paul H. Turrentine (F: 114258396) & Lydia 
Halley (F: 183701817). Charles later married Gola Bewden on 17 Dec 1951 in Van Buren, 
Crawford AR. Charles is buried in Odd Fellows Cemetery, McLeansboro, Hamilton IL, F: 
183701598. Maxine’s obituary lists her as Maxine Turrentine Buchanan. Alvie Parnell’s Oct 
1960 obituary lists 1 of his 3 surviving stepdaughters as Mrs. C.W. Turrentine of Hobbs NM. 
“Hobbs (NM) Daily News-Sun” Wednesday 13 Jul 1960 p 5 – admissions on Monday to Lea 
General Hospital include Maxine Lavaogha Turrentine, 214 S. Turner. - Married to Troy 
Alexander Buchanan Sr. (1916 TX – 30 May 1988 Odessa, Ector TX. Troy is buried in 
Northview Cemetery, Winters, Runnels TX (F: 110226733) with his surviving wife, Mary 
Bruce (1915-2002, F: 110226839). Buried in Prairie Haven Memorial Park, Hobbs, Lea NM. 
F: 38111857 

• Rexell Blaine/Blain Coffindaffer, 2 Jan 1921 Jarvisville, Harrison WV – 13 Aug 1942 
Cabanatuan, Nueva Ecija Province, Central Luzon, Philippines. He was serving on the 
Bataan Peninula when he was taken prisoner by the Japanese. Divided in a Japanese 
prisoner-of-war camp. Buried in Manila American Cemetery & Memorial, Manila, Capital 
District, National Capital Region, Philippines. F: 56787448 

• Mary Rojean (Jean) Coffindaffer Hunter, 16 June 1923 Breckenridge, Stephens TX – 19 Feb 
1988 Vandalia, Fayette IL. Wife of Allen Manford Hunter (6 Feb 1925 South Harrison, 
Fayette IL – 12 Dec 1982 Vandalia, Fayette IL, F: 169038214, buried in Glendale Cemetery, 
Fillmore, Montgomery IL). Allen & Mary married on 6 Dec 1947.  Listed as surviving 
stepdaughter, Mrs. Allen Hunter, of Vandalia IL in Alvie’s Oct 1960 obituary. Her burial 
details unknown. F: 156730618 

• Joe Russell Coffindaffer, 13 Jul 1926 Cross Plains, Callahan TX – 3 Sep 1951 Silver City, 
Grant NM. Served in US Navy in WWII (22 Jan 1944-26 Jul 1964). Died when his Jeep 
overturned & rolled down a 300-foot embankment. https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/52732563/person/13673995086/facts Buried in Memory Lane Cemetery, 
Silver City, Grant NM. F: 92673502 

• Betty/Bettye Joyce Coffindaffer Walker, 2 Oct 1930 – 17 Aug 1969. SSN 525-50-3024. A 
Betty Jo Coffindaffer married Jack Lynn Keisster on 2 May 1959 in Harrison Co. WV. Listed 
as Mrs. J.B. Walker of Abilene TX in Alvie Parnell’s Oct 1960 obituary. Wife of J.B. Walker 
(1926-1974, F: 141996236). Buried in Santa Fe National Cemetery, Santa Fe, Santa Fe Co. 
NM. F: 141995560 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52732563/person/13673995086/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52732563/person/13673995086/facts
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Siblings: Alvie was born after Tol. 

• Willie Parnell, 25 Jul 1873 – 30 Sep 1884. His grave has both an old & new tombstone. 
Buried in Old Saltillo Cemetery, Saltillo, Hopkins TX. F; 14632484 

• Emily Parnell Holmes, 21 Mar 1876 – 28 Jul 1934 Eliasville, Young TX. Wife of William Boyd 
Holmes (1875-1949, F: 184545068; his grave has no headstone). Buried in Gorman 
Cemetery, Gorman, Eastland TX. F: 15659408 

• Ellen Parnell, 23 Sep 1878 – 24 Jul 1880. Name appears to be Falby in 1880 census. Her 
grave has both an old & new tombstone. Buried in Old Saltillo Cemetery, Saltillo, Hopkins 
TX. F: 14632473 

• Richard Henry Pernell, 19 Sep 1880 Hopkins Co. TX – 2 Oct 1938 Dickens Co. TX. Married 1 
Jul 1898 to Mary Jane Elliott (1878-1969, F: 33045674). Buried in Dickens Cemetery, 
Dickens, Dickens TX. F: 33045666 

• Rachel Agnes Pernell Walton, 21 Dec 1882 Hopkins Co. TX – 4 Jun 1954 Olney, Young TX. 
Wife of William Law Walton (1876-1963, F; 63543877). Buried in Restland Cemetery, Olney, 
Young TX. F: 201540590 

• William Hardy Parnell, 29 Nov 1885 Hopkins Co. TX – 11 Feb 1942 Stamford, Jones TX. 
Husband of Della Jane Scott (1889-1973, F: 41140417). Buried in Highland Cemetery, 
Stamford, Haskell TX. F: 41140453 

• Tol Arthur (Tollie) Pernell, 9 Jul 1888 TX – 22 Dec 1932 Spokane, Spokane WA. T.A. Pernell 
married 11 Sep 1910 in Fisher Co. TX to Willie Bacot. She also appears to be Sarah Willie or 
Willie Sarah. When Tollie (Tallie) Arthur Pernell registered for the WWI draft, he worked for 
the Matador Land & Cattle Co. & had a wife & child. Had daughter Hubertell Pernell (1917-
1929). - When Tol was 36 years old, a son Tollie Arthur Pernell was born 16 Sep 1923 in MT 
to Sarah Willie & Tollie Arthur Pernell. Listed as “Junior” on his ID death record, the son died 
at age 9 months (on 4 Jul 1924) & was buried in Wallace ID. - In the 1930 census of Spokane, 
Spokane WA, Tola A. Parnell (42 TX) lived at 3011 Lincoln with wife Willie B. (37) & daughter 
Wynona (4). Buried in Riverside Memorial Park, Spokane, Spokane WA. F: 112733130 

• Ella May Pernell Gage, 23 Jun 1893 TX – 12 Jan 1950. Wife of Monroe Bell (“Mun”) Gage 
(1888-1966, F: 33068643). In the 1910 census, Ella is 15 years old & has been married 1 
year. Buried in Dickens Cemetery, Dickens, Dickens TX. F; 33068634 

• Della Pearl Parnell Gage, 23 Jun 1893 TX – 2 Sep 1948. Married in 1912 to Henderson Hull 
(1890-1962, F: 33105521). Buried in Dickens Cemetery, Dickens, Dickens TX. F: 33105534 

 
 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Austin (TX) American” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the 85 Tuscania survivors from TX: Alvey 
Parnell of Matador TX. 
 
Post-war: 
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Obituary: 
 
"Deming (NM) Headlight" 20 Oct 1960 p 4 - Alvie Amos, 69, b. 5 Jun 1891 Saltillo TX, son of Richard 
& Martha Parnell, NM resident about 30 years. He & his wife have been residents of Deming NM for 
the past year. Prior to that lived in Silver City NM. Rancher & mail carrier (Silver City to Pinos Altos). 
WWI veteran, served in France. Funeral 19 Oct 1960 with burial in Mountain View, survived by wife 
Florene & 3 stepdaughters - Mrs. Allen Hunter (Vandalia IL), Mrs. J.B. Walker (Abilene TX), Mrs. C.W. 
Turrentine (Hobbs NM) 
 
Social Security number: 525-42-0530 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Precinct 2, Hopkins Co. TX 
Richard PURNELL, 25 MO, farmer 
Martha, 20 AR, parents b. AL, housekeeper 
Emily, 4 TX 
Falby, 2 TX [presumably Ellen] 
 
1900 Precinct 2, Erath Co. TX 
Robert PERNELL, 49 TN, Oct 1850, parents b. TN, married 25 years, farmer 
Marthy, 39 AR, Oct 1860, father b. GA, mother b. TN, gave birth to 9 children, 8 are living 
William H., 14 TX, Nov 1885, farm laborer 
Tollie A., 11 TX, Jul 1888, farm laborer 
Amos A., 8 TX, Jun 1891 
Ella M., 5 TX, Jun 1894 
Della P., 3 TX, Nov 1896 
 
1910 Precinct 3, Fisher Co. TX 
Martha M. PERNELL, 51 TX, parents b. US, widow, farm 
Toll Pernell, 21 TX, labor, home farm [son] 
Alva Pernell, 18 TX, labor, home farm [son] 
Pearl Pernell, 14 TX [daughter] 
Mun G. Gage, 21 TX, parents b. US, married 1 year, labor, farm [son-in-law] 
Ella Gage, 15 TX, gave birth to zero children [daughter] 
 
1930 Precinct 4, Dickens Co. TX 
R. Henry PERNELL, 49 TX, father b. MO, mother b. AR, age 17 at 1st marriage, farmer, farm [head of 
household] 
Mary, 50 TX, father b. VA, mother b. TN, age 18 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Alvie, 17 TX [son] 
Willie, 15 TX [son] 
Roy, 11 TX [son] 
Alvie A., 38 TX, father b. MO, mother b. AR, single, restaurant cook, WWI veteran 
 
1940 Silver City, Grant NM – in 1935 in same place 
A.A. Parnell, 48 TX, divorced, no occupation 
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1950 Silver City, Grant NM  
Alvie A. Parnell, 58 TX, mail carrier, post office 
Florine P., 58 WV 
 


