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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Purington, James Alson 
1894 NH – 1963 MA 
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Obituary of James Alson Purington – “Portsmouth (NH) Herald” Friday 3 May 1963 p 3 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/56486334 
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James Alson Purington’s obituary – “Portsmouth (NH) Herald” Monday 6 May 1963 p 3 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7BNT-F2T2 

 
 



7 
 

 

 
Note surname has become TURRINGTON - “Boston Globe” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 4 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/430958224/?terms=tuscania%20boston%20february&matc
h=1 
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“Boston (MA) Globe” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 5  
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Note misspelling as PURLINGTON – appears on same page in “Boston Globe” as other article – 

“Boston Globe” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 5  
 
 
 



10 
 

 



11 
 

 

 
“The New Hampshire” (Durham NH) 16 Feb 1918 p 1 and 4 - 

https://scholars.unh.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1437&context=tnh_archive 
 
 

https://scholars.unh.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1437&context=tnh_archive
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Captain Meyer & Captain Smith & Captain McLean did NOT attend the 1933 NTSA reunion – 

“Portsmouth (NH) Herald” Thursday 19 Jan 1933 p 9 
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Above from pages 138 & 139 - 

https://books.google.com/books?id=gEdAAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA183&lpg=PA183&dq=%22james+also
n+purington%22&source=bl&ots=QRetiU8SKt&sig=ACfU3U3SB2Kd5SroXxDmz93_eQqdu7-

poQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjX3qjC___4AhWwDkQIHb1kB7UQ6AF6BAgDEAM#v=onepage&q=
%22james%20alson%20purington%22&f=false 

 

 
From page 144 

 
 
 
 
 

https://scholars.unh.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1437&context=tnh_archive 
 
 

https://books.google.com/books?id=gEdAAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA183&lpg=PA183&dq=%22james+alson+purington%22&source=bl&ots=QRetiU8SKt&sig=ACfU3U3SB2Kd5SroXxDmz93_eQqdu7-poQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjX3qjC___4AhWwDkQIHb1kB7UQ6AF6BAgDEAM#v=onepage&q=%22james%20alson%20purington%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=gEdAAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA183&lpg=PA183&dq=%22james+alson+purington%22&source=bl&ots=QRetiU8SKt&sig=ACfU3U3SB2Kd5SroXxDmz93_eQqdu7-poQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjX3qjC___4AhWwDkQIHb1kB7UQ6AF6BAgDEAM#v=onepage&q=%22james%20alson%20purington%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=gEdAAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA183&lpg=PA183&dq=%22james+alson+purington%22&source=bl&ots=QRetiU8SKt&sig=ACfU3U3SB2Kd5SroXxDmz93_eQqdu7-poQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjX3qjC___4AhWwDkQIHb1kB7UQ6AF6BAgDEAM#v=onepage&q=%22james%20alson%20purington%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=gEdAAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA183&lpg=PA183&dq=%22james+alson+purington%22&source=bl&ots=QRetiU8SKt&sig=ACfU3U3SB2Kd5SroXxDmz93_eQqdu7-poQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjX3qjC___4AhWwDkQIHb1kB7UQ6AF6BAgDEAM#v=onepage&q=%22james%20alson%20purington%22&f=false
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Action in the NH state legislature a few months before James’s death – “Portsmouth (NH) Herald” 

Wednesday 9 Jan 1963 p 1 
 

 
“Concord (NH) Daily Monitor” Thursday 14 Feb 1963 p 10 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/252092:5061?tid=71217991&pid=32236137991&queryId=0d65fa8bff68d391f80afa6

145def000&_phsrc=hFB46267&_phstart=successSource 
 

Children: 
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Daughter Muriel Ellen Purington Chapman - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/71217991/person/32236138000/media/38da50e6-defe-43c2-9242-9f1d458971b1 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/71217991/person/32236138000/media/38da50e6-defe-43c2-9242-9f1d458971b1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/71217991/person/32236138000/media/38da50e6-defe-43c2-9242-9f1d458971b1
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NH marriage record of daughter Jean Anne Purington to William Gerard Barber Jr. – 9 Aug 1959 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/90587911:61836?tid=&pid=&queryId=66812c82cceeb0e8fc0c5f6e6c246bd6&_phsrc

=hFB46262&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90587911:61836?tid=&pid=&queryId=66812c82cceeb0e8fc0c5f6e6c246bd6&_phsrc=hFB46262&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90587911:61836?tid=&pid=&queryId=66812c82cceeb0e8fc0c5f6e6c246bd6&_phsrc=hFB46262&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90587911:61836?tid=&pid=&queryId=66812c82cceeb0e8fc0c5f6e6c246bd6&_phsrc=hFB46262&_phstart=successSource
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Jean Anne Purington – University of NH yearbook, 1952 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/281828834:1265 
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Marriage of Jean Anne Purington - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/56454424/?article=e335236a-75fb-4a92-aeda-
efcece32e95c&focus=0.016627869,0.02267039,0.24135032,0.617463&xid=3398 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/56454424/?article=e335236a-75fb-4a92-aeda-efcece32e95c&focus=0.016627869,0.02267039,0.24135032,0.617463&xid=3398
https://www.newspapers.com/image/56454424/?article=e335236a-75fb-4a92-aeda-efcece32e95c&focus=0.016627869,0.02267039,0.24135032,0.617463&xid=3398
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“Berkshire Eagle” (Pittsfield MA) Monday 18 Aug 1952 p 12 

 
 

 
Daughter – “Newport (RI) Daily News” Monday 13 May 1963 p 5 
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Obituary of William Gerard Barber Jr. (1931-2022) - 

https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/25230235/william-g-barber-jr  
 

https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/25230235/william-g-barber-jr
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Father: 
 

 
marriage of James Almeron Purington (here Purinton) to S. Louise Osborne 29 Mar 1877 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5241/images/41267_308270-
02617?pId=457688 

 
Mother: 
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Obituary of mother S. Louise Purington – “Portsmouth (NH) Herald” Monday 2 May 1938 p 3 

 
Siblings: 
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NH death record of brother Fred Ernest Purington (1878-1938) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5242/images/41267_312209-
00044?pId=428572 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5242/images/41267_312209-00044?pId=428572
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5242/images/41267_312209-00044?pId=428572


30 
 

 

 
Obituary of Fred Purington’s wife Eulalia Farnham Purington – “Concord (NH) Mirror” Friday 3 Apr 

1953 p 3 
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NH death record of brother George Albert Purington (1880-1959) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/728355:61834 
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Obituary of sister Goldie M. Purington Hall – “Concord (NH) Monitor” Thursday 25 Feb 1954 p 5 

 



33 
 

 



34 
 

 

 
 

NH birth record of Goldie - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/150355917:61833 
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Obituary of sister Gladys Purington Locke (1893-1965) – “Concord (NH) Daily Mirror” Tuesday 18 

May 1965 p 14 
 
 

Name:  James Alson Purington 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number:  250,847 (Veterans Administration Military Index) or 220,847 
Entered service from:  Hopkinton, Merrimack NH 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  James A. Purington 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. J.A. Purington, Hopkinton NH  
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Originally was scheduled to return: as James A. Purington, was to sail on "Santa Paula" May 1919 
but crossed off with note: "did not sail" - NOK mother Mrs. Louise Purington, Hopkinton NH (PFC, 
1st Replacement Depot) 
Returned from war on: "America" 
Sailed on return ship as: James A. Purington (Fold3 indexed as Jared A. Purington but correct 
James A. on original form), 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Louise Purington, Hopkinton (indexed as 
Millington) NH (PFC, 18th Co, 20th Engrs - indexed as 10th Co. 20th Coor)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as James Alson Purington - b. 24 Oct 1894 Weare NH; 
res: Amherst MA. Single. Instructor in agriculture, Mass. Ag. College, Amherst MA. Registered on 4 
Jun 1917, in advance of national registration day on 5 Jun 1917. Height: 5’4” – 135 lbs. 
[Massachusetts Agricultural College is now [2022] the University of Massachusetts, Amherst.] 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 86 High St., Exeter NH 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as James Alson Purington - b. 24 Oct 1894 Weare NH; 
res: 86 High St., Exeter, Rockingham NH. NOK Mrs. Winifred M. Purington, same address. 
Employed by Rockingham County CLR (?) Extention [sic] Service, 100 Water St., Exeter, 
Rockingham NH. “scar on forehead” – Height: 5’4” – 130 lbs. [same height as 1917 but 5 pounds 
lighter!]  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  13 Dec 1917 
Discharged: 10 Jul 1919   
Address:  55 Columbus Ave., Exeter NH 
Rank/unit:  private 1st class, St. Aignan Casual Co. 6451 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  24 Oct 1894 Weare, Hillsborough NH  
Died: 3 May 1963 Boston, Suffolk MA (in New England Medical Center, after short illness)   
Find A Grave record: 185274334 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Exeter, Rockingham NH 
Cemetery:  Exeter 
Tombstone: Find A Grave text: AEF 18th Co. 6th Battalion 20th Engineers 
 
Father:  James Almeron PURINTON, May 1858 East Farnum/Farmer (?), Canada – 22 Jun 
1913 Hopkinton, Merrimack NH. Son of James A. Purinton & Angeline Rockwell. Buried in 
Pine grove Cemetery, Weare, Hillsborough NH. 
Find A Grave: 63337034 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5242/images/41267_311800-
01616?pId=653669  
 
Mother: Sarah Louise Osborne PURINTON, Mar 1862 South Weare, Hillsborough NH – 1 
May 1938 Manchester, Hillsborough NH. Buried in Pine Grove Cemetery, Weare, 
Hillsborough NH. 
Find A Grave:  63337044 
Parents’ marriage:  29 Mar 1877 South Weare, Hillsborough NH 
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Spouse: Winifred Maud Taylor Purington, 18 Nov 1896 Arbroath, Angus, Scotland – 1 Mar 
1983 Raymond, Rockingham NH. Daughter of Andrew Taylor & Mary Walker. Buried in 
Exeter Cemetery, Exeter, Rockingham NH. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  185274354 
Marriage: 2 Aug 1922 Lowell, Middlesex MA in First Presbyterian Church 
 
Children: 

• Muriel Ellen Purington Chapman, 27 Mar 1925 Lowell, Middlesex MA – 29 Mar 1987 
Hartford, Hartford CT. Married 17 Aug 1947 in Exeter, Rockingham NH to Charles Colman 
Chapman (1919-2010, F: 54824752) whose birthname was Casimir Ceckawski. Buried in 
Exeter Cemetery, Exeter, Rockingham NH. F: 83696395 

• Jean Anne Purington Barber, ca. 1931 Exeter, Rockingham NH – alive when her husband 
died 25 Jun 2022. At age 28, Jean married William Gerard Barber Jr. (9 Mar 1931 – 25 Jun 
2022) on 9 Aug 1959 in Exeter, Rockingham NH. Resident of Portsmouth RI in May 1963 
when her father James died.  

 
Siblings: James was the youngest of 5 children. 

• Fred Ernest Purington, 6 Oct 1878 Weare, Hillsborough NH – 24 Jun 1938 Weare, 
Hillsborough NH. Married on 24 Jun 1938 in Weare, Hillsborough NH to Eulalia M. Farnham 
(d. 31 Mar 1953 Weare, Hillsborough NH, daughter of David Farnham & Mary Harris). Not on 
Find A Grave as of 17 Jul 2022. 

• George Albert Purington, 13 Dec 1880 Weare, Hillsborough NH – 1 Mar 1959 Manchester, 
Hillsborough NH. Married 12 Feb 1908 in Manchester, Hillsborough NH to Ella Frances 
Ladue (1884-1974, F: 195459039). Buried in Pine Grove Cemetery, Manchester, 
Hillsborough NH. F: 195225032 

• Goldie May Purington Hall, 11 Dec 1885 Weare, Hillsborough NH – 23 Feb 1954 East Weare, 
Hillsborough NH. Wife of Clarence Cofran Hall (1882-1961, F: 154503071) whom she 
married 17 Nov 1901 in Manchester, Hillsborough NH. Buried in Pine Grove Cemetery, 
Weare, Hillsborough NH. F: 154503072 

• Gladys Angie Purinton Locke, 19 May 1893 Weare, Hillsborough NH – 17 May 1965 
Concord, Merrimack NH (in Concord Hospital). Birth certificate uses name Angie Gladys. 
Married 18 Jun 1914 in Portland, Lincoln ME to James Wright Locke (1881-1960, F: 
154478225). Her tombstone reads: PURINTON. Buried in Pine Grove Cemetery, Weare, 
Hillsborough NH. F: 154478259 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Boston Globe" 8 Feb 1918 p 4 - lengthy story about Purington's 3 hours in the water 
 
"Boston Globe" 9 Feb 1918 p 5 has 2 stories - NH State College student has had a charmed life. In 
Dec 1917 was in a car accident in Manchester NH in which Thomas Comiskey of NY was killed & 2 
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others seriously injured. Born Weare NH, Contoocock High School graduate. Worked his way 
through State College at Durham. Mother Mrs. James A. Purington (Hopkinton), brothers George A. 
(Manchester) & Fred (Weare) & sisters Mrs. James W. Locke (Hopkinton) & Mrs. Clarence Hall 
(Henniker). 
 
“Boston Globe" 9 Feb 1918 p 5 - dateline London - James Alen Purlington of Princeton says lifeboat 
chains broke & tackle was tangled. He got in a boat with about 10 others but it filled with water so 
he jumped over & floated 3 hours until picked up by a mine sweeper.  
 
Post-war: 
 
Considering his agricultural extension work, his presence in the New Hampshire state 
legislature and his extensive civic involvement, there are hundreds of newspaper articles 
about him found on Newspapers.com.  
 
Obituary: 
 
"Portsmouth [NH] Herald" 6 May 1963 p 3 & 3 May 1963 p 3 (poor photo) & "Nashua {NH] Telegram" 
4 May 1963 p 2 – Died in his  2nd term as a NH state representative. U of NH graduate 1916. U of NH 
Extension Service agricultural agent for 40 years, retiring in June 1960. UNH scholarship in his 
name,. Funeral was  attended by NH governor, commissioners, legislators, UNH representatives. 
Son of James A. & Louise (Osborne), b. Weare NH 24 Oct 1894. Resident of 86 High St., Exeter NH. 
Exeter resident since 1922. Survived by wife Winifred & 2 daughters. 
 
Social Security number: 001-36-0259 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Weare, Hillsborough NH 
Elinson Purington, 42 Canada, May 1858, parents b. NH, married 23 years, emigrated 1863, 
in US for 37 years, naturalized, teamster 
Sarah D., 38 NH, Mar 1862, parents b. NH, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Fred E., 21 NH, Oct 1877, day laborer 
George A., 19 NH, Dec 1885, at school 
Goldie M., 14 NH, Dec 1880, day laborer 
Angie G., 7 NH, May 1893, at school 
James E., 5 NH, Oct 1894, at school 
 
1910 Hopkinton, Merrimack NH 
James A. PURINTON, 51 Canada, parents b. Canada, married 32 years, farmer, general 
farming 
S. Louise, 48 NH, parents b. NH, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Gladys A., 16 NH 
James A. Jr., 15 NH, in school 
& farm hand Henry Carter, 19 NH, farmer, general farmin 
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1920 cannot locate census for James 
 
1920 Hopkinton, Merrimack NH – sister & mother 
James W. Locke, 38 NH, parents b. NH, farmer, general farm [head of household] 
Gladys A. Locke, 26 NH, father b. NH [wife] 
Geraldine M. Locke, 3 NH [daughter] 
Louise S. Purington, 57 NH, parents b. NH, widow [mother-in-law] 
 
1930 Exeter, Rockingham MA – 86 High St. – conducted 22 Apr 1930 
James C. Purington, 35 NH, parents b. NH, age 27 at 1st marriage, extension work, agent, 
Rockingham County, WWI veteran 
Winnifred M., 33 Scotland, parents b. Scotland, age 25 at 1st marriage 
Murel E., 4 years 11 months NH 
 
1940 Exeter, Rockingham NH – 86 High St. – in same house in 1935 
James A. Purington, 45 NH, agricultural agent, extension work 
Winifred T., 43 Scotland, 
Murril E., 14 MA 
Jean A., 9 NH 
& lodger Constance Amsden, 24 NH, single, in Boston MA in 1935, teacher, private school 
 
1950 Exeter, Rockingham NH – 86 High St. 
James A. Purington, 55 NH, agricultural agent, extension service 
Winifred M., 53 Scotland 
Jean A., 19 NH 
 


