DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

TUSCANIA

Probus, William Cornelius (Sr.)
1890 KY - 1955 KY



' : A% N WiliamCProbus

e — .

SCr

'\

e AP F 3 t 2
" ca. 1905 & Tt
- ) 2 s ~ ol .g“

4

William Cornelius Probus is the boy in the white hat, 2" from right -
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/11514406/person/-
449805353/media/b537dede-ee22-4663-aed0-
e534a3fd9fd0?_phsrc=hFB46134&_phstart=successSource



https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/11514406/person/-449805353/media/b537de4e-ee22-4663-aed0-e534a3fd9fd0?_phsrc=hFB46134&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/11514406/person/-449805353/media/b537de4e-ee22-4663-aed0-e534a3fd9fd0?_phsrc=hFB46134&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/11514406/person/-449805353/media/b537de4e-ee22-4663-aed0-e534a3fd9fd0?_phsrc=hFB46134&_phstart=successSource

William C. Probus, Sr.,
Of Elizabethtown Dies

Special to The Courier-Journal
Elizabethtown, Ky., Sept. 18,
—W|uhm Co P!‘Oblll. Sf.. m
ager of Electric Refrigeration
Sales & Service here, died of a
heart attack at 10 p.m. yester-
day at his home at 405 Park
Avenue. He was 65.

Probus was a native of Gray-
son County., He is survived by
his wife, Mrs, Lillie Probus; a
son, William Probus, Jr; two

m’l;homs and Arthur
Probus, of Leitchfield, Ky.;
a sister, Mrs. Lizzie Carter, Wil-
lti:msvlﬁe. I1l., and a granddaugh-

r.

The funeral will be at 2:30 p.m.
(C.D.T.) Tuesday at Dixon &
Atwood Funeral Home here,
Burial will be at Leitchfield.

Obituary of William Cornelius Probus Sr. — “Louisville (KY) Courier Journal” Monday 19 Sep 1955 p
11
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Atwood Funeral Home,
town. Funeral Tuesday, September
20, at 2:30 DS.T, in Dixon and
Afwood Ch

“Louisville (KY) Courier-Journal” Monday 19 Sep 1955 p 11
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7YY8-XNT2

Iowa, U.S., State Census Collection, 1836-1925 for Wm Probus

1915 » Linn > Spring Grove
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|A state census, 1915 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/5773130:1084?tid=15677392&pid=29100250920&queryld=2489d7c5322af71480462
b1b9ffb18e1& phsrc=hFB46165&_ phstart=successSource



https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5773130:1084?tid=15677392&pid=29100250920&queryId=2489d7c5322af71480462b1b9ffb18e1&_phsrc=hFB46165&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5773130:1084?tid=15677392&pid=29100250920&queryId=2489d7c5322af71480462b1b9ffb18e1&_phsrc=hFB46165&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5773130:1084?tid=15677392&pid=29100250920&queryId=2489d7c5322af71480462b1b9ffb18e1&_phsrc=hFB46165&_phstart=successSource

1
v

“Owensbor (KY) Inquirer” Monday 11 Feb 191 8p2
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Leitchfield Post.

0. 8. Meredith was elected com-
mander of Leitchfield Post, No. 81, ‘at
the annual election meeting last Mon-
day. Other officers elected were:

John R. Jackson, vice commander;
E. O. Deweese, adjutant and finance
officer; Stoy Stevenson, sergeant at
arms; Fred Hughes,. athletic officer;
James A. Glenn, chairman member-
ship committee; Stanley E. Mercer,
director of community service; and

Ray Montgomery, Fred Spink, Wil-

lard Mattingly, Gordon Layman and

ﬂw.c.‘mmmdmw

an annual picnic and homecoming
next summer, and a committee on ar-

rangements was appointed.

e e

American Legion news from Leitchfield KY — “Louisville (KY) Courier-Journal” Sunday 23 Jan 1927 p
23




A BC Spinner
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PORCELAIN WASHERS

AI.‘l‘()Rl‘.l':R BROS. (:().\”'\.\'\'. l'k‘uri;l. Ilinois

{ Patahlinhed 1900

| Phone Your Nearest ABC DEALER for a Iree Demonstration
Bensinger Outfitting Co., Louisville. Ky. New Albany Service Station, New Albany, Ind.

Bensinger Furniture & Carpet Co.. New Alhany, Ind.  United Home Furnishing Co., Jeffersonville, Ind.

A. B, Madlon Hardware Co,, Louisville, Ky Harper Bros, Carlisle, Ky, Riring Sun Water & Light Co,, Rising Sun, Ind,
Watson Hardware Co., Ashland, Ky, Creech Brothers, Pineville, Ky, Batesville Electric Lt. & Pr. Co., Batesville, Ind.

s by & C ; X : Withers HardWare Co., Providence, Ky The
("“'Z'h\ & (f"" B’"d“_o“n' Ky. Watson-Walker, Richmond, Ky I'h
Lay's Eloctrie Shop, Corbin, Ky. Luther Poley. & Sewns, Bunriss. Ky

» Virdens, Columbus, Ind
Hoonier Public Utilities, Greensburyg, Ind

J. W, Webb & Co,, Cunningham, Ky, Ky.-Tenn. Light & Power Co., Beattyville, Ky, P, W. Greenburg, Hope, Ind

Dunn Brothers, Danville, Ky. Ky.-Tenn. Light & Power Co., Bowling Green, Ky, N. E. Jonner & Son, Marengo, Ind,

W. C. Probus, Leitchfield, Ky. Ky.-Tenn, Light & Power Co., Cloverport, Ky, Walker Radio Shop, Milan, Ind.

G. H. Roark Estate, Greenville, Ky. Ky.-Tenn. Light & Power Co., Frankfort, Ky. A. Gunn Haydon, Rushville, Ind.

J. R. Blake & Sons, Jackson, Ky. Ky.-Tenn. Light & Power Co., Hopkinsville, Ky. W. T. Hubbard, Scottsburg, Ind.

Lexington Utilities Co., Lexington, Ky, Ky.-Tenn. Light & Power Co., Irvine, Ky, W. C. Blevins Plbg. & Htg. Co., Seymour, Ind.
White Furniture Co., Middlesboro, Ky. Ky.-Tenn, Light & Power Co., Mayfield, Ky. Beck Grain & Seed Co., Shelbyville, Ind.
Turley Hardware Co., Owensboro, Ky. Ky.-Tenn, Light & Power Co., Russellville, Ky, Electric Specialty Co., Shelbyville, Ind.

Hanks Brothers, Paducah, Ky. Ohio River Power Co., Tell City, Ind. Birdie C. Curray, Vevay, Ind.

Part of an ad for ABC porcelain washing machines, offered by W.C. Probus of Leitchfield KY (1
column, 7" name from bottom) — “Louisville (KY) Courier-Journal” Sunday 18 May 1930 p 35

Combuslorneer

AUTOMATIC COAL BURNER

WM. H. DAY CO., INC. MR. G. E. RANDLE

I Guthrie Mt Louisville, Ky MM B mh St Hoepkinsville. Ky
H. NETHERTON . CO. FAYETTE COAL & FEED CO.
AW “l'."l ~t Loulsville, Ky BRI W Migh % Lexington. Ky

w_ c' '.o'us. Flizabethtown. Ky CLEM ZA'P. Carrellton. Ky

Portion of an ad for Combustioneer automatic coal burner, available from W.C. Probus of
Elizabethtown KY — “Louisville (KY) Courier-Journal” Sunday 28 Aug 1938 p 53

Wife:
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William C Probus
Kentucky, County Marriages, 1797-1954

MName: William C Probus

Event Type: Marriage

Event Date: 19 Jun 1920 » Edit

Event Place: Leitchfield, Grayson, Kentucky, United
States
« Edit

Ewvent Place (Original): Leitchfield

Sex: Male

Age: 30

Birth Year {Estimated): 1820

Father's Name:

Anderson G Probus

Mother's Mame:

Sarah A Burnett

Spouse’s Name:

Lillie M Mcgrew

Spouse’s Sex: Fernale
Spouse’s Age: 23
Spouse’s Birth Year (Estimated): 1897

Spouse’s Father's Name:

John R Vertras

Spouse’s Mother's Name:

Fannie Wilson
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Father:
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Anderson Gray Probus - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/15677392/person/28139225305/media/626165be-d686-4467-b328-f4e29626c9b4

Mother:



https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/15677392/person/28139225305/media/626165be-d686-4467-b328-f4e29626c9b4
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/15677392/person/28139225305/media/626165be-d686-4467-b328-f4e29626c9b4
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Sarah Ann Burnett Probus - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/15677392/person/28139224083/media/605e82ee-f453-4900-8328-0385998eec06

Siblings:

Brother Mora Lee (Morey) Probus (1886-1946) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/15677392/person/29100250919/media/e83dc3f1-f68e-435f-bf46-0f6ba8ed3f70

Thomas W. Probus, 78, of 1029 Clay-
borne Road, died at 4:20 a.m. Thursday at—
Veterans Administration Hospital.

He was a retired farmer, a native of
Grayson County, and an Army veteran of
World War L.

Survivors include four daughters, Mrs.
Imogene Frank and Mrs. Ernestine Harp,
both of Leitchfield, Mrs. Elizabeth Poole
and Mrs. Dorothy Craddock; four sons,
Walter Probus, Shelbyville, and Paul,
Sherman and Byron Probus; 34 grand-
children and 12 great-grandchildren.

The funeral will be at 2 p.m. (CST)
Sunday at Stoneview Methodist Church,
Grayson County, with burial in Fairview
Cemetery, Leitchfield. His body will be at
the Arch L. Heady Southern Funeral
Home, 3601 Taylor Blvd., from noon until —
9:30 p.m. Friday, when it will be taken to
the Arch L. Heady-Ellis Funeral Home,
Leitchfield.

Obituary of brother Thomas W. Probus (1896-1975) — “Louisville (KY) Courier-Journal” Friday 7 Feb
1975p 10



https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/15677392/person/28139224083/media/605e82ee-f453-4900-8328-0385998eec06
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/15677392/person/28139224083/media/605e82ee-f453-4900-8328-0385998eec06
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/15677392/person/29100250919/media/e83dc3f1-f68e-435f-bf46-0f6ba8ed3f70
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/15677392/person/29100250919/media/e83dc3f1-f68e-435f-bf46-0f6ba8ed3f70
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Name: William Cornelius Probus (Sr.)

Name variations: Willie

Military:

On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private

Serial number: 250,624

Entered service from: Leitchfield, Grayson KY

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: William C. Probus

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Anderson Gray Probus, Leitchfield KY

Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919

Sailed on return ship as: William C. Probus

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Anderson Gray Probus, RFD 3, Leitchfield KY (sgt, 17th
Co., 20th Engrs)

World War | draft registration (1917): as William Probus - b. 27 Mar 1890 Leitchfield KY; res:
Troy Mills, Linn lA. Single. Mechanic, gas & steam engineer, for myself at Troy Mills IA. Served 3
years in KY in the infantry as a private. Medium height & build.

National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): PO Box 247, Elizabethtown KY

World War Il draft registration (1942): as William Cornelius Probus - b. 27 Mar 1890 Grayson
Co. KY; res: 405 Park Ave., Elizabethtown, Hardin KY. NOK Lillie Mae Probus, same address.
Employed by self & Ed Friedrich Sales Corp. of San Antonio TX at 405 Park Ave., Elizabethtown,
Hardin KY. “wear glasses” — Height: 5’5 34” — 180 lbs.

Veterans Administration Military Index:
Enlisted: 23 Nov 1917

Discharged: 8 Jun 1919

Address: Leitchfield KY

Rank/unit: sergeant, 17™ Co., 20" Engineers

Birth & death:

Born: 27 Mar 1890, Leitchfield, Grayson KY

Died: 17 Sep 1955 Elizabethtown, Hardin KY (at his home in Elizabethtown KY)
Find A Grave record: 82295812 - presence on Tuscania indicated in flower
Burial location: Leitchfield, Grayson KY

Cemetery: Walnut Hill

Tombstone: Sgt. US Army

Father: Anderson Gray Probus, 20 May 1857 Grayson Co. KY - 16 Mar 1935 Grayson Co.
KY. Son of James E. Probus & Martha Patsey Burnett. Buried in Stones View Cemetery,
Grayson Co. KY.

Find A Grave: 6066857
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Mother: Sarah Ann Burnett Probus, 13 Nov 1862 Grayson Co. KY — 3 Nov 1942 Grayson Co.
KY. Daughter of James B. Burnett & Elizabeth Stone. Buried in Stones View Cemetery,
Grayson Co. KY.

Find A Grave: 6066853

Parents’ marriage: 1879 KY

Spouse: Lilly Vertrees McGrew Probus, 17 Jan 1897 Grayson Co. KY - 28 Dec 1984
Elizabethtown, Hardin KY. SSN 403-16-4336. Daughter of John R. Vertrees & Eliza F.
Hazlewood. Buried in Walnut Hill Cemetery, Leitchfield, Grayson KY.

Spouse Find A Grave: 82295835

Marriage: 10 Jun 1920 KY

Children:

e  William Cornelius (“Progie”) Probus Jr., 15 Aug 1922 Grayson Co. KY — 24 Oct 1989. SSN
406-14-2824. Married 8 Jun 1944 to Viola Marie Lawson (1926-2015, F: 148111868) who
later married a Van Orden. Her Find A Grave obituary says Viola was married for 45 short
years to “wonderful and well-loved” William. He is buried in Maple Hill Cemetery,
Huntsville, Madison AL. F: 104384053

Siblings: William was the 3" child.

e Patricia (Patsy) Elizabeth (“Lizzie”) Probus Carter, 15 May 1880 Stones View, Grayson KY —
22 Nov 1961 Onalaska, La Crosse WI (WI death records). Married 5 Oct 1899 in Stones
View, Grayson KY to Joseph (Joe) Emanual Carter (1877-1955, F: 307518383), the son of
Lewis Riley Carter & Harriet Sapp. Joe’s sister Angeline marries Patsy’s brother Henry. She
is buried in Walnut Hill Cemetery, Logan Co. IL. F: 30751841

e Henry Cicero/Ciciero Probus, 20 Jan 1882 Grayson Co. KY — 7 Oct 1949 Lakeland, Jefferson
KY. Married to Angeline (“Angie”) Carter (1882-1929, F; 6067568), daughter of Lewis Riley
Carter & Harriet Sapp. Angie’s brother Joseph married Henry’s sister Patsy. Buried in Stones
View Cemetery, Grayson Co. KY. F: 6067569

e Mora Lee (Morey) Probus, 17 May 1886 Grayson Co. KY — 28 Oct 1946 Louisville, Jefferson
KY. Husband of Elizabeth B. (“Lizzie”) Armstrong (1888-1970, F: 6067642), daughter of
Thomas Jefferson Armstrong & Martha America Burnett. Mora’s brother Arthur married
Elizabeth’s sister Ada Armstrong. Buried in Stones View Cemetery, Grayson Co. KY. F:
6067640

e AmoseE. (orF.) Probus, 16 Sep 1894 Grayson Co. KY — 18 Sep 1906 Grayson Co. KY. Buried
in Stones View Cemetery, Grayson Co. KY. F: 6066858

e Thomas Walter (also found as Walker) Probus, 6 Oct 1896 Grayson Co. KY -6 Feb 1975
Louisville, Jefferson KY. Served as a private in the US Army. Married 20 Jul 1919 in Grayson
Co. KY to Essie Ferry (1892-1966, F; 72231237). Buried in Fair View Cemetery, Leitchfield,
Grayson KY. F: 37399936

e Arthur Earl Probus, 1 Jan 1902 Grayson Co. KY — 14 May 1981 Clarkson, Grayson KY. Married
27 Dec 1925 in Grayson Co. KY to Ada Katherine (Kate) Armstrong (1904-1986, F: 6067634),
daughter of Thomas Jefferson Armstrong & Martha America Burnett. Arthur’s brother Mora
married Ada’s sister Elizabeth Armstrong. Buried in Stones View Cemetery, Grayson Co. KY.
F: 6067632
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Notes:
There are numerous men hamed William Probus in Kentucky.

Pre-war:
Wartime:

“Cincinnati (OH) Enquirer” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 2 — among the survivors of Tuscania:
William C. Probus of Leitchfield KY

Post-war:

Obituary:

"Louisville [KY] Courier-Journal" 19 Sep 1955 p 11 & p 16 - age 65, d. athome (p 11 says 18 Sep, p.
16 on 17 Sep) in Elizabethtown KY. Manager of Electric Refrigeration Sales & Service
(Elizabethtown), b. Grayson Co. KY. Wife Lillie (Vertrees), son, 2 brothers, sister survive..WWI
veteran.

Social Security number: 406-16-6534
Censuses:

1900 West Leitchfield, Grayson KY

Anderson PROBOUS, 44 KY, May 1856, parents b. KY, married 21 years, farmer
Sarah A., 37 KY, Nov 1869, parents b. KY, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living
Henry C., 18 KY, Jan 1882, day laborer

Morey L., 14 KY, May 1886, farm laborer

Willie C., 10 KY, Mar 1890, at school

Amos F., 5 KY, Sep 1894

Thomas W., 3KY, Oct 1896

1910 cannot locate — the link on Ancestry.com is to a different William Probus
In this census, his parents Anderson & Sarah & brothers Thomas & Arthur are living in Short
Creek, Grayson KY

1915 |A state census — Spring Grove, Linn |IA
Wm. Probus, age 25, b. KY, parents b. KY, employed as stove mill (?)

1920 Short Creek, Grayson KY — conducted 27 & 28 Jan 1920
Anderson G., Probus, 62 KY, farmer, general farm
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Sarah A.E., 50 KY

William C., 29 KY, laborer, saw mill

Arthur E., 18 KY, farm laborer, home farm

[on the same page, brother Henry with wife Angie & their children]

1930 Elizabethtown, Hardin KY

William C. Probus, 40 KY, parents b. KY, age 30 at 1** marriage, commercial salesman,
Frigidaire, WWI veteran

Lillie M., 33 KY, parents b. KY, age 26 at 1°* marriage

William Jr. [read as J.], 7 KY

1940 Elizabethtown, Hardin KY — 405 Park Ave. — same place in 1935
Willian Probus, 50 KY, electric sales & service shop, electric shop
Lillie, 43 KY

Willin Jr., 17 KY

1950 Elizabethtown, Hardin KY — 405 Park Ave.
Wm. C. Probus, 60 KY, refrigeration service, electric refrigeration
Lillie V., 53 KY



