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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 
 

Pregent, Charles Leo 
1898 WI – 1961 WI 
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Charles Leo Pregent – “Honor Roll, Chippewa County, Wisconsin” 1919 p. 73 
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The Pregent family ca. 1915 – from left: Emeline (seated), Charles (standing) Clarence Eustave 

(small boy, seated), father Eustache J. Pregent (seated) – Joseph (standing behind father), Edith 
Lottie (standing), Julia Mae (seated) -  https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/18422356/person/18292025411/media/05a14264-ac68-45ad-b8c8-
7a0ff133f648?_phsrc=hFB46050&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/18422356/person/18292025411/media/05a14264-ac68-45ad-b8c8-7a0ff133f648?_phsrc=hFB46050&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/18422356/person/18292025411/media/05a14264-ac68-45ad-b8c8-7a0ff133f648?_phsrc=hFB46050&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/18422356/person/18292025411/media/05a14264-ac68-45ad-b8c8-7a0ff133f648?_phsrc=hFB46050&_phstart=successSource
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Charles Pregent, standing at far right - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/112958193/person/370104593009/media/aa9cfd0d-4055-4a7a-ba14-
a4cf50f8d63e?_phsrc=hFB46051&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/112958193/person/370104593009/media/aa9cfd0d-4055-4a7a-ba14-a4cf50f8d63e?_phsrc=hFB46051&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/112958193/person/370104593009/media/aa9cfd0d-4055-4a7a-ba14-a4cf50f8d63e?_phsrc=hFB46051&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/112958193/person/370104593009/media/aa9cfd0d-4055-4a7a-ba14-a4cf50f8d63e?_phsrc=hFB46051&_phstart=successSource
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 https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/112958193/person/370104593009/media/c6240b70-6900-4d01-
97cc-3311caf29847?_phsrc=hFB46052&_phstart=successSource 
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The article says Charles Pregent is the first man in the front row on the left & then lists 10 more 
names in the front row – it is unclear where this row starts or who is in it - “Chippewa Herald-
Telegram” Monday 17 Aug 1953 p 1 
 

 

 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Sunday 9 Jul 1961 p 2 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406260_0445-

00833?pId=657932 
 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406260_0445-00833?pId=657932
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406260_0445-00833?pId=657932
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-N3Z8-89NV-
Y?mode=g&cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6DQQ-SH9S 

 
     

 
Life: 

 
Shortstop on the baseball team while training at Camp Douglas WI – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” 

Wednesday 19 Jul 1916 p 3 
 

 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Thursday 30 Aug 1917 p 3 
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“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Sunday 30 Mar 1924 p 4 

 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Monday 21 Aug 1944 p 4 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Saturday 25 Aug 1945 p 8 

 

 
Defeated in his bid for alderman of Ward 2 – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Wednesday 7 Apr 

1948 p 3 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Saturday 23 Jan 1954 p 1 

 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Friday 23 Jul 1954 p 3 
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“Eau Claire (WI) Daily Telegram” Tuesday 27 Sep 1955 p 3 

 



15 
 

 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Tuesday 18 Aug 1959 p 1 

 

 
In Chetek news – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Saturday 28 Nov 1959 p 4 

 
 
 

Wife: 
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“  
 

“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Tuesday 20 Apr 1954 p 4 
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“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegraph” Wednesday 26 Jun 1938 p 3 

 
Wife Elma Boardman Marsh Nelson 
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Marriage license between Elma Marsh Nelson & Charles Pregent – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-

Telegram” Thursday 30 Dec 1954 p 4 – this same notice appears in several papers & in them all, 
Pregent is misspelled as PREGANT 

 

 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Monday 13 Jan 1986 p 4 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1782107:61157 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/302178348:61441 

 
Father: 

 



20 
 

 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/18422356/person/18292025312/media/07341a45-203d-4d45-ba73-8c412f88642c 
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Obituary of father Eustache J. Pregent – left: “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Friday 4 Jun 1937 p 

13 – right: “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Thursday 3 Jun 1937 p 1 
 

Mother: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/18422356/person/18035021746/media/a551ed9b-b4f8-4d68-be20-750be24eeeea 
 

 
Obituary of mother Matilda Kelly Pregent – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Friday 9 Aug 1912 p 8 

 
Siblings: 
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Brother Joseph Eustache Pregent (1884-1963) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/18422356/person/18292025317/media/bda9b027-712a-46f3-a999-d1b9b5f5b716 

 

 
Obituary of brother Joseph Eustace Pregent – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) 

Saturday 30 Nov 1963 p 1 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/18422356/person/18292025317/media/bda9b027-712a-46f3-a999-d1b9b5f5b716
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/18422356/person/18292025317/media/bda9b027-712a-46f3-a999-d1b9b5f5b716
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Sister Mae Julia/Julia Mae Pregent Rowan (1888-1988) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/18422356/person/18292025325/media/6b00b629-8b68-4e73-af69-d5008c03bfba 
 
 
 
 

 
Marriage license of Guess Rowan & Mae Pregent – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls 

WI) Friday 4 Apr 1913 p 3 
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Marriage of sister Mae Julia Pregent to Guess Rowan – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 

Wednesday 9 Apr 1913 p 3 
 
 
 

 
Sister Emiline Grace Pregent Hebert (1890-1970) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/18422356/person/18292025337/media/c5412601-1ce5-49e4-9c41-85efb097d672 
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50th wedding anniversary of Edward Hebert and sister Emiline Grace Pregent   - “Chippewa Herald 

Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Tuesday 5 Jun 1962 p 6 
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Obituary of sister Grace Pregent Hebert – “Chippewa Herald Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) 

Tuesday 13 Oct 1970 p 4 
 
 

 
Sister Lottie Edith/Edith Lott Pregent Sheehy (1893-1990) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/18422356/person/18292025360/media/52c0f9d8-3bb7-448e-91cb-0b7099ebf588 
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Sister Hazel Corrine Pregent (1900-1904) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/18422356/person/18292054066/media/92f22558-2f85-4a81-88a6-f642a49536d8 

 
Obituary of sister Hazel Pregent (1900-1904)  – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader Telegram” Saturday 15 Oct 

1904 p 2 
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“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Sunday 16 Oct 1904 p 2 

 
 

 
Brother Clarence Eustave Pregent  (1905-1985) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/18422356/person/18292054085/media/69e7ce6b-ba14-451f-962e-bf413b0f6e85 
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Obituary of brother Clarence E. Pregent (1905-1985) – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Thursday 

2 May 1985 p 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name:  Charles Leo Pregent 
Name variations:  nickname: Ding  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. A - private 
Serial number:  250,984 
Entered service from:  Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Charles Pregent 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Eustach [sic/Eustache] Pregent, 329 E. Canal St., Chippewa 
Falls WI 
Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Charles Pregent 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Eustach Pregent, 329 E. Canal St., Chippewa Falls WI 
(cpl, Co. A, 107th Supply Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  1939 NTSA: Chippewa Falls WI - 1955 WI 
Survivors: Chetek WI   



32 
 

 

World War II draft registration (1942):  as Charles Leo Pregent – b. 30 May 1899 Chetek, 
Barron WI – res: city of Chetek, Barron WI. Employed by O.T. Mair, Chetek WI. NOK Mrs. 
Sallie Shehy [sic], Chippewa Falls WI. Height: reads 66, interpreted on some records as 
6’6” but perhaps 66 inches (5’6”) ?  – 180 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: cannot locate 
Enlisted:   
Discharged:   
Address:   
Rank/unit:     
Veteran tombstone application says enlisted 13 Oct 1914 and 15 Jul 1917 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  30 May 1898 (veteran headstone application & tombstone) – veteran application has year 
1895 handwritten next to date) or 30 May 1897 (Wausau Co. WI WWI book & 1900 census).  His 
obituary says he was 64 years old, which computes to 1897  
Died: 8 Jul 1961 Rice Lake, Barron WI (at Lakeside Hospital, Chetek WI)  
Find A Grave record:  190539076 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower  
Burial location:  Chetek, Barron WI 
Cemetery:  Lake View 
Tombstone:  veteran flat: Wisconsin, Cpl, Co. A, 107th Supply Train (Camp Morrison VA) 
 
Father:  Eustache Joachim Pregent, 25 Mar 1854 St.-Louis-de-Gonzague, Beauharnois-
Salaberry, Quebec, Canada – 3 Jun 1937 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. Son of Jean-
Baptiste Pregent & Julia Bergevin. Buried in Hope Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. 
Find A Grave:  93275348 
 
Mother: (Emaline) Matilda Kelly Pregent, 26 Jun 1864 Rock Island, Rock Island IL – 12 Aug 
1912 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. Daughter of Peter Caillet/Caya/Kelly/Kelley & Marie 
Emaline Moreau dit Duplessis. Buried in Hope Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. 
Find A Grave:  93275351 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Neva Lucy Hurst Pregent, 8 Oct 1891 WI – 15 Apr 1954. Daughter of Joseph Hurst 
(F: 189522736) & Alice Elizabeth Howard (F: 189522792).  Buried in Lake View Cemetery, 
Chetek, Barron WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  190539119 
Marriage: 13 Mar 1923 in Chetek, Barron WI 
 
Spouse:  Elma Boardman Marsh Nelson Pregent, 3 Oct 1898 Calhoun Co. IA (according to 
census records & IA birth record, her obituary says ND – 11 Jan 1986 Chetek, Barron WI. 
SSN 392-20-5764. Daughter of John Vernon Marsh (1868-1941, F: 190628506) & Julia Pearl 
Boardman (1873-1955, F: 190628542).  
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Her 1st husband was Andrew (Andy) Nelson (7 Jul 1893 Duluth, St. Louis MN – 13 Aug 1949 
WI, the son of Emil Thornbrech Nelson & Anna Mathilda Olson. Andy & Elma married 30 
Nov 1924 & had 2 sons, Bruce & Douglas Nelson (see below). Andy is also buried in Lake 
View Cemetery, Chetek, Barron WI. F: 188623783 
Buried in Lake View Cemetery, Chetek, Barron WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  194470091 
Marriage: license obtained in Barron Co. WI in Dec 1954 
 
Children: 
 
Stepchildren: by his 2nd wife Elma Marsh by her 1st husband, Andrew Nelson 

• Bruce Andy Nelson, 2 No9v 1925 WI – 8 Oct 1990 Ironwood, Gogebic MI. Married to Evelyn 
on 24 Nov 1948 in Waukegan, Lake IL. They had 5 children.  – Married to Marian Dolores 
Hanson Mildebrandt (130-1979). Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Ironwood, Gogebic MI. F: 
190689769 

• Douglas Boardman Nelson, 28 Jul 1932 Rice Lake, Barron WI – 16 Jul 2007 Chetek, Barron 
WI. SSN 390-28-5502. Buried in Lake View Cemetery, Chetek, Barron WI. F: 188623744 

 
Siblings:  

• Joseph Eustache Pregent, 3 Feb 1884 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 29 Nov 1963 
Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI.. Married Susan M. Duren (1887-1966, F: 93275352) on 14 
Oct 1907 in Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. Buried in Hope Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, 
Chippewa WI. F: 93275350 

• Mae Julia Pregent Rowan, 9 Mar 1888 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa Co. WI – 8 Jul 1988 
Chippewa Falls, Chippewa Co. WI. Wife of Guess Joseph Rowan (1888-1946, F: 101475514) 
whom she married 25 Apr 1913 in Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. Buried in Calvary 
Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. F: 101756965 

• (Emeline/Emiline) Grace Pregent Hebert, 31 Dec 1890 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 12 
Oct 1970 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. Married 4 Jun 1912 to Edward Peter Hebert. Buried 
in Hope Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI according to her obituary, but not on Find 
A Grave as of 12 Jul 2022.  

• Lottie Edith (Edith Lott) Pregent Sheehy, 22 Dec 1893 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 8 Jan 
1990 Albany, Stearns MN. Wife of William Michael Sheehy (1893-1930, F: 115514319) 
whom she married 25 May 1920 in Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. Buried in Hope Cemetery, 
Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. F: 115514282 

• Hazel Corrine Pregent, 9 Jan 1900 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 14 Oct 1904 Chippewa 
Falls, Chippewa WI. Had been ill with a bowel inflammation. Buried in Hope Cemetery, 
Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. F: 93275349 

• Clarence Eustave Pregent, 20 Mar 1905 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 1 May 1985 
Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. Served in the US Army in WWII. Buried in Hope Cemetery, 
Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. F: 93275347 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
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1917 Chippewa Falls WI city directory: 
Pregent 
Charles, delivery clerk, 329 E. Canal 
Eustache A., clerk, 329 E. Canal 
Joseph, delivery clerk, 329 E. Canal 
Lottie, Miss, 329 E. Canal 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Wisconsin State Journal” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 4 – “Tuscania Survivors – Maybe His 
Name is Here” includes that of Charles Pregent. 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Monday 2 Aug 1937 p 8 – Charles Pregent of Chetek WI 
attended the 3rd annual meeting of the Last Man’s Club, which included members of Co. A, 
Headquarters Co., from Chippewa Co. WI. 
 
Obituary: 
 
short obituary: "Eau Claire [WI] Leader" 9 Jul 1961 p2 - age 64, d. Lakeside Hospital, Chetek WI  
 
Social Security number: 395-05-1757 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 329 E. Canal St. 
Eustache Pregent, 46 Canada (French), Mar 1854, parents b. Canada (French), emigrated 
1875, in US for 25 years, papers filed, deliveryman, groceries 
Tillie, 35 IA, Jun 1864, parents b. Canada (French), gave birth to 6 children,6 are living 
Joseph E., 16 WI, Feb 1884, at school 
Julia M., 12 WI, Mar 1888, at school 
Grace E., 9 WI, Dec 1890, at school 
Edeth [sic] L., 6 WI, Dec 1893, at school 
Charles L., 3 WI, May 1897 
Hazel C., 4 months, Jan 1900 
 
1910 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – Canal St. 
E. Pregent [misread & misindexed as Pregeut], 55 Canada (French), parents b. Canada 
(French), emigrated 186 [illegible], naturalized, married 27 years, deliveryman, grocery 
store 
Lillie, 45 IL, parents b. Canada (French), gave birth to 7 children, 6 are living 
Mae, 22 WI 
Grace, 19 WI 
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Lottie, 16 WI 
Charlie, 12 WI 
Clarence, 5 WI 
 
1920 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 329 E. Canal St. 
Eustach Pregent, 65 Canada (French), parents b. Canada (French), widowed, emigrated 
1867, papers filed, salesman, grocery 
Lottie, 26 WI, single 
Charles, 22 WI, single, laborer, power company 
Clarence, 14 WI, single 
[for the children – father b. Canada (French) & mother b. IL) 
 
1930 Chetek, Barron WI 
Alice E. Hurst, 63 WI, widow, parents b. WI [head of household] 
Neva L. Pregent, 38 WI, father b. England, mother b. WI, age 30 at 1st marriage [daughter] 
Charles L. Pregent, 32 WI, father b. Canada (French), mother b. WI, age 24 at 1st marriage, 
manager, filling station, WWI veteran [son-in-law] 
 
1940 Chetek, Barron WI – Third (?) St. – same house in 1935 
Charles L. Pregent, 42 WI, bar-tender, tavern 
Neva L., 47 WI 
 
1950 Chetek, Barron WI 
Charles L. Pregent, 52 WI, shipping clerk, luggage factory 
Neva L., 58 WI 
 


