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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Left Tuscania in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 

Powelson, Roy Edwin 
1891 WA – 1968 WA 
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Roy Edward Powelson, with wife Julie Caroline (Jubie) Nystrom Powelson and daughter Helen 

Virginia Powelson, ca. 1926 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/10241835/person/250143843978/media/16e83334-6f59-4e7b-b08c-

cad1280b5598?_phsrc=hFB46013&_phstart=successSource 
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Ray Albert Powelson on left, Roy Edwin Powelson on right – Find A Grave 40792404 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61257/images/41383_647661_0492-
00113?pId=265585 
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not captioned but one of the men is Roy Edwin Powelson (on the right?) - 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LZL1-YK5/roy-edwin-powelson-1891-1968 
 
 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LZL1-YK5/roy-edwin-powelson-1891-1968
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Roy Edwin Powelson, undated, woman not identified - https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LZL1-

YK5/roy-edwin-powelson-1891-1968 
 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LZL1-YK5/roy-edwin-powelson-1891-1968
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LZL1-YK5/roy-edwin-powelson-1891-1968
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 Roy Edwin Powelson - https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/LZL1-YK5 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/LZL1-YK5
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Roy Edwin Powelson & daughter Virginia - 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/LZL1-YK5 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/LZL1-YK5
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Ray A. Powelson in the middle, Roy Edwin Powelson on right - 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/LZL1-YK5 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/LZL1-YK5
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Roy Edwin Powelson (2nd from left) holding daughter Virginia, with wife Julie/Jubie Nystrom to his 

left, in white dress, other women not identified - 
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/LZL1-YK5 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/LZL1-YK5
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Roy Edwin Powelson, seated in front center (dark shirt) – other men not identified - 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/LZL1-YK5 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2436429:2375 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:71ZV-XZT2 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2436429:2375
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:71ZV-XZT2
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https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LZL1-YK5 

 

 
“Salem (OR) Statesman-Journal” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LZL1-YK5
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Wednesday 134 Feb 1918 p 3 
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Wife #1 Julie Carolline (Jubie) Nystrom 
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Julie Caroline (Jubie) Nystrom Powelson Malagamba - 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/LYNL-VKR 
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Left margin cut off (in book binding) – OR divorce of Caroline Nystrom & Roy E. Powelson 1 Aug 

1945, married 15 Aug 1923 -  https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/130951:61678 
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Jubie’s 2nd marriage - to Charles Malagamba – on 31 Aug 1946 – 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90023364:61677 
 

Wife #2 Martha Madalene Wise 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90023364:61677
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Marriage of Roy Edwin Powelson to Martha M. Wise (as Bennett) – on 11 Apr 1949 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281392-
01046?pId=5341160 
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Divorce from Martha M. Bennett Powelson, whom he married 11 Apr 1949 in Vancouver, Clark WA – 

“Eugene (OR) Guard” Tuesday 11 Sep 1951 p 11 
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Divorce on 4 Aug 1950 (conflicts with newspaper account) of Roy and Martha - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/180501140:61678?tid=10241835&pid=250144040325&queryId=c087b8532b6dd8eb

adf97c5300622a8f&_phsrc=hFB4603 
 

Wife #3 Ida Stiltner 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/180501140:61678?tid=10241835&pid=250144040325&queryId=c087b8532b6dd8ebadf97c5300622a8f&_phsrc=hFB4603
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/180501140:61678?tid=10241835&pid=250144040325&queryId=c087b8532b6dd8ebadf97c5300622a8f&_phsrc=hFB4603
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/180501140:61678?tid=10241835&pid=250144040325&queryId=c087b8532b6dd8ebadf97c5300622a8f&_phsrc=hFB4603
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marriage to 
wife #3 Iva Stiltner Clevenger- https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/129710:61677?tid=10241835&pid=250143843978&queryId=be640dd92754c5af27ba
590b97fc5f4b&_phsrc=hFB46041&_phstart=successSource 

 
Daughter: 
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Daughter Helen Virginia Powelson McAllister Clemens Brown – Find A Grave 101404284\ 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/LYNL-KLK 
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Helen’s marriage to William Stanley Clemens – the original? The remarriage on 20 Aug 1959? - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/88877625/person/370024074809/media/cefdcc9f-f1d5-4c85-b135-

8b0a6a21b16e?_phsrc=hFB46031&_phstart=successSource 
 

Father: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/88877625/person/370024074809/media/cefdcc9f-f1d5-4c85-b135-8b0a6a21b16e?_phsrc=hFB46031&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/88877625/person/370024074809/media/cefdcc9f-f1d5-4c85-b135-8b0a6a21b16e?_phsrc=hFB46031&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/88877625/person/370024074809/media/cefdcc9f-f1d5-4c85-b135-8b0a6a21b16e?_phsrc=hFB46031&_phstart=successSource
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Find A Grave 26608367 – father Charles Kelcey Powelson, mother Grace Virginia Shartle Powelson, 

sister Nellie Powellson– Find A Grave 26608367 
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https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LB6T-VLN/alma-alice-powelson-1900-1986 

 
 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LB6T-VLN/alma-alice-powelson-1900-1986
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Alma & Nellie - https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LB6T-VLN/alma-alice-powelson-1900-1986 

 
Obituary of father Charles Kelsey/Kelcey Powelson – “Salem (OR) Capital Journal” Saturday 6 Dec 

1941 p 10 
 
 
 

Mother: 
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“Salem (OR) Capital Journal” Saturday 15 Jul 1944 p 2 

 
Siblings: 

 

 
 

Sister Alma Alice Powelson (1900-1986) – “Salem (OR) Capital Journal” Thursday 19 Apr 1945 p 2 
 

 
Obituary of sister Nellie Irene Powelson (1903-1992) - “Salem (OR) Statesman-Journal” Friday 29 

May 1992 p 20 
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Sister Nellie Irene Powelson with husband Frances Charpilloz - 
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LR7P-842/nellie-irene-powelson-1903-1992 

 

 
Sister Nellie Irene Powelson with husband Charles Agustus Howe - 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/LR7P-842 
 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LR7P-842/nellie-irene-powelson-1903-1992
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Sister Nellie Irene Powelson with husband Marion Francis Tindall - 
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/LR7P-842 

 

 
Brother Charles Alfred Powelson (1906-1994) – https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/2524943/person/112379811207/media/7a9d6abc-66c6-4a52-8dea-c8c825605d48 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/2524943/person/112379811207/media/7a9d6abc-66c6-4a52-8dea-c8c825605d48
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/2524943/person/112379811207/media/7a9d6abc-66c6-4a52-8dea-c8c825605d48


35 
 

 

 
Charles Albert Powelson - https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/LV1Y-2K7 

 

  
Charles Albert Powelson - https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/LV1Y-2K7 

 
 
 
 

Name:  Roy Edwin Powelson 
Name variations:  Royal E. Powerlson (1910 census, his apparent birth name) – Roy Edward 
(WWII draft & veteran tombstone application)  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number:  645,371 
Entered service from:  Mill City, Linn OR 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Roy E. Powelson 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/LV1Y-2K7
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Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Chas. [Charles] K. Powelson, Mills City OR 
After being removed from Tuscania in Canada, as Roy E. Powelson, sailed on "Ryndam" [Rijndam] 
Jun 1918, NOK father Charles Powelson, Mill City OR (pvt, Co. F, 20th Eng) 
Returned from war on: "Calamares" Apr 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Roy E. Powelson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Charles K. Powelson, Mill City OR (pvt, Co. D, 316th 
Eng.)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Roy Edwin Powelson - b. 26 Jul 1895 Olequa WA; res: 
Mills City OR. Single. Employed: woods, Pelican Bay Lumber Co., Camp #1. Medium height, 
slender build. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Roy Edward Powelson – b.26 Jul 1891 Olequa WA 
– res: Hermiston, Umatilla OR. NOK Mrs. Lena Nystrom, Birkenfeld OR. Employed by US 
government, UOD, Hermiston, Umatilla OR. “scar on left thumb” – Height: 5’8” – 154 lbs. 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as Roy Edwin Powelson 
Enlisted:  11 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  30 Apr 1919 
Address:  Dexter OR 
Rank/unit:    private, Co. D, 316th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:   26 Jul 1891 Olequa, Cowlitz WA  
Died: 23 Jun 1968 Glenoma, Lewis WA     
Find A Grave record: 40792404 – photo – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Glenoma, Lewis WA 
Cemetery:  Rainey Valley 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Washington Pvt 27 Co 166 Depot Brig WWI 
 
Father:  Charles Kelcey Powelson, 27 Feb 1862 Iowa City, Johnson IA – 29 Sep 1941 Albany, 
Linn OR. Son of John Powelson & Fidela Jane Scott. Buried in Fairview Cemetery, Linn Co. 
OR. 
Find A Grave:  26608367 
 
Mother: Grace Virginia Shartle Powelson, 6 Oct 1871 Portland, Multnomah OR – 24 Feb 
1862 Newport, Lincoln OR. Daughter of Thomas Corwin Shartle (F: 30329863) & Angelina 
Waldron (F: 30329859). Buried in Eureka Cemetery & Mausoleum, Newport, Lincoln OR.  
Find A Grave:  66795885 
Parents’ marriage:  29 Sep 1889 Castle Rock, Cowlitz WA 
 
Spouse: Julie Caroline (“Jubie”) Nystrom Powelson Malagamba, 3 Mar 1897 Nehalem, 
Tillamook OR – 12 Oct 1983 Astoria, Clatsop OR. Daughter of Louis Nystrom (F: 43514899) 
& Helena Katarina (“Lena”) Ek (F: 43514900). 
After her divorce from Roy, Jubie married Charles Malagamba (1893-1984, F: 155102507), 
the son of Emanuel Malagamba & Theresa Rose Junta. They married on 31 Aug 1946 in 
Astoria, Clatsop WA. She said she was divorced; his marital status is left blank. 
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Charles & Jubie are buried in Ocean View Cemetery, Warrenton, Clatsop OR.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  155102508 
Marriage: 15 Aug 1923 Clatsop Co. OR. “Caroline Nystrom” & Roy were married in Peace 
Lutheran Church, Astoria, Clatsop OR. He was age 32, she 26, both residents of Vesper 
OR. Divorced 1 Aug 1945 Multnomah Co. OR.  Divorced 31 Aug 1946 in Astoria, Clatsop 
OR. 
 
Spouse: Martha Madalene Wise Anderson Bennett Powelson OLson, 21 May 1893 
Hendricks Co. IN – 15 Oct 1985 La Grande, Union OR. Daughter of William Henry Madison 
Wise (1865-1956) & Ida Eudora Lasley (1868-1952). 
On 9 Jun 1912 in Wallowa Co. OR, Martha married Richard (Dick) Anderson (1891-1945). In 
the 1940 census, they reside in Enterprise, Wallowa OR. They divorced 19 Aug 1940 in 
Wallowa Co. OR. 
Her name is listed as Mrs. Martha Bennett of Portland OR in her mother Ida Wise’s obituary 
in the “La Grande (OR) Observer” on Monday 11 Aug 1952 p 2. She is Martha M. Bennett 
when she marries Roy Powelson in 1956. 
On 15 Mar 1956 Martha married Obel Paul Olson (1894-1980, F: ) in Walla Walla, Walla 
Walla WA. He was the son of Ole Olson & Julia Paulsen. 
Martha & Obel are buried in Grandview Cemetery, La Grande, Union OR. 
Find A Grave:  43425685 
Marriage: license & marriage on 11 Apr 1949 in Vancouver, Clark WA, by justice of the 
peace Fred O. Bowman, Roy E. Powelson is a resident of Douglas Co. OR & Martha M. 
Bennett is a resident of Deschutes Co. OR. They divorced in Eugene, Lane OR – found 
dates of 4 Aug 1950 and Sep 1951, in Union Co. OR. 
 
Spouse: Iva Stiltner Clevenger Powelson, 15 Oct 1900 WV – Jun 1980 Randle, Lewis WA. 
Daughter of Noah Stiltner & Julie Clevenger.  
In 1917, Iva Stiltner married James David Clevenger (20 May 1888 Webster Co. WV – 17 Mar 
1952 Glenoma, Lewis WA, F: 40792184), son of Mary Jane (Polly) Colley Clevenger Angelo. 
She is buried in Rainey Valley Cemetery, Glenoma, Lewis WA.   
Spouse Find A Grave:  40792403 
Marriage: 11 Feb 1955 Lincoln Co. OR. Her surname is listed as Clevenger, as is her 
mother’s maiden name. She is a widow.  
 
Children: daughter by Julie Caroline Nystrom 
 

• Helen Virginia Powelson McCallister Clemens Brown, 27 Jun 1924 Vesper, Clatsop OR – 24 
Jun 2012 Portland, Multnomah OR. – Married 16 Aug 1947 in Astoria, Clatsop OR, to Robert 
Delmar McCallister (1919-1979, SSN 543-05-9385). It was listed as her 1st marriage. – Her 
daughter Carol Ann, b. 1951, d. 1952, is found on Ancestry.com family trees with surname 
Brown, and this would be questionable except that Helen Clemens remarried William 
Stanley (“Bill”) Clemens (1922-1962, F: 498759) on 24 Aug 1959. He had been previously 
married to someone else in 1941. The word “remarriage” is written across the form.  – 
Married JL Brown (1924-2010, F: 72584872) on 20 Aug 1968 in Multnomah Co. OR. On his 
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home birth certificate, he was listed as JL Brown [and was named for his grandfather, James 
Lowell Brown].  So his first name was JL & he had no middle name. Buried in Willamette 
National Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah OR. F: 101404284 

 
Siblings:  

• Lena Edna Powelson Raynes, 13 Feb 1894 [1895 on Find A Grave] Castle Rock, Cowlitz WA 
– 23 Oct 1956 Everett, Snohomish WA. Married 21 Jul 1909 in Detroit, Marion OR to Alvin 
Nelson Reynes (1887 Canada-1886 WA, F: 178734960). Buried in an unmarked grave; 
buried 26 Oct 1956. Buried in Evergreen Cemetery, Everett, Snohomish WA. F: 134174075 

• Ray Albert Powelson, 21 Nov 1896 Castle Rock, Cowlitz WA – 15 Mar 1970 Los Angeles, Los 
Angeles CA. Married 12 Feb 1927 to Grace Irene Chastain (1910-2004, F: 36330147). Buried 
in Willamette National Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah OR. F: 3924763 

• Alma Alice Powelson Armstrong Asher, 2 Mar 1900 Mehama, Marion OR – 18 Nov 1986 
McMinnville, Yamhill OR. SSN 543-40-9559 – Alma Powelson, age 21, married on 7 Sep 
1921 in Portland, Multnomah OR to William P. Armstrong. Her marriage record said she did 
not know her parents’ names or birthplaces. William was age 22, a cook, b. PA, parents b. 
PA. Wife of George Asher (1888-1971, F: 10351347). She was Alma Alice Armstrong when 
she married George Asher. She was 39, divorced, with 1 prior marriage; George was age 50, 
a widower, b. CA, farmer, son of John Asher & Margaret Banbedder (spelling?). Both were 
residents of Dayton OR. - Buried in IOOF Cemetery, Dayton, Yamhill OR. F: 48408290 

• Nellie Irene Powelson Charpilloz Howe Tindall, but buried as Howe, 21 Dec 1903 Lyons, 
Linn IA – 27 May 1992 Salem, Marion OR. – In 1932, married Francis Marion Charpilloz 
(1896-1936, F: 26607823), the son of Albert Charpilloz & Sophie Leah Brunner. – On 8 Jun 
1944, married Charles Agustus Howe (1874-1964, F: 64919736), the son of Joshua Phillip 
Howe & Margaret Cory. Charles had married in 1895 to Clara Elvira Mitchell (1878-1943).  – 
On 30 Apr 1966 in Cloverdale, Tillamook OR, She married Marion Ellsworth Tindall (1904-
1975), son of George Washington Tindall & Frances Sutcliffe Nellie is buried as Howe in 
Eureka Cemetery & Mausoleum, Newport, Lincoln OR. F: 64919703 

• Charles Alfred Powelson, 20 Sep 1906 Detroit, Marion OR – 18 Oct 1994 Walla Walla, Walla 
Walla WA. Married 6 Dec 1930 in Portsmouth, Rockingham NH to Marguerite Clara 
Fingenauer (1910-1995, F: 1090844). Served in the US Navy 29 Jan 1938-28 Dec 1948. 
Buried in Willamette National Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah OR. F: 1090843. 

• Francis William Powelson, 20 Sep 1908 OR (says 1911 on Find A Grave record) – 1912. 
Buried in Fairview Cemetery, Linn Co. OR. F: 26608368 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 – on board Tuscania: Roy E. 
Powelson, Mills City OR. 
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“Seattle (WA) Star” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 10 – “Northwest Men Among Missing” – from 
OR: Pvt. Roy E. Powelson, Mills City OR. [Men left off the ship in Halifax would be thought 
missing and/or dead until the news was released.  
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 542-16-1135 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Mehama, Marion OH – conducted 2 Jun 1900 
Charles Powelson, 37 IA, Feb 1863, father b. VA, mother b. OH, married 11 years, farmer 
Grace V., 28 OR, Oct 1871, father b. OH, mother b. VT, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Royal, 8 WA, Jul 1892 
Lena E., 6 WA, Feb 1894 
Ray A., 3 WA, Nov 1897 
Alma, 3 months OR, Mar 1900 
 
1910 Breitenbush, Marion OR 
Charles N. POULSON or ROULSON, 47 IA, father b. VA, mother b. Scotland, married 20 
years, logger, timber camp 
Grace V., 38 OR, father b. OH, mother b. PA, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
Roy E., 18 WA, logger, timber camp 
Ray A., 13 WA 
Alma A., 10 OR 
Nellie I., 6 OR 
Charles, 1 OR 
 
1920 Mill City, Linn OR 
Ray A. Powelson, 23 WA, single, father b. IA, mother b. OR, farmer, general farm 
Roy E. Powelson, 28 WA, single, farmer b. IA, mother b. OR, laborer, lumber camp [brother] 
 
1940 Warrenton, Clatsop OR – in 1935 in rural Clatsop Co. OR [for all] 
Roy E. Powelson, 48 WA 
Caroline Powelson, 43 OR [wife] 
Helen V. Powelson, 15 OR [daughter] 
Helena Nystrom, 63 Sweden, widow [mother-in-law] 
[occupation left blank for all] 
 
1950 Lane Co. OR 
Roy E. Powelson, 58 WA, separatd, donkey engineer, logging 
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