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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
   

Parkin, John 
1888 England – 1950 Washington D.C. 
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John Parkin – Find A Grave 22232652 
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The original obituary - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/70040772/person/342043475792/media/fb252dad-81d3-4537-8820-
b1ed35c68d24  

 
Wife: 

 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/70040772/person/342043475792/media/fb252dad-81d3-4537-8820-b1ed35c68d24
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/70040772/person/342043475792/media/fb252dad-81d3-4537-8820-b1ed35c68d24
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/70040772/person/342043475792/media/fb252dad-81d3-4537-8820-b1ed35c68d24
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NY, WWI military record – at 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_0476-
00043?pId=146334 AND https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/70040772/person/342043475792/media/bae28384-846e-454f-8441-ceac7b01d183 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_0476-00043?pId=146334
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_0476-00043?pId=146334
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/70040772/person/342043475792/media/bae28384-846e-454f-8441-ceac7b01d183
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/70040772/person/342043475792/media/bae28384-846e-454f-8441-ceac7b01d183
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Baptismal record from Thorpe Salvin, Yorkshire, England - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:66BX-8L3C 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:66BX-8L3C
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Thorpe Salvin, a village & civil parish in the Metropolitan Borough of Rotherham, South Yorkshire, 
England  
 

 
The 12th-century parish church at Thorpe Salvin, a village mentioned in the Domesday Book (1086) 

- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thorpe_Salvin 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thorpe_Salvin
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Rome NY State School – https://www.hippostcard.com/listing/vintage-postcard-the-rome-state-
custodial-asylum-for-mental-defectives-new-york/19580573 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WMFH-LZ6Z 
 

Wife: 
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Marriage license & ceremony on 21 May 1917 in Utica, Oneida NY - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61377/images/TH-1-159382-103742-
55?pId=495577 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/70040772/person/342043475577/media/a511dbba-7afd-41d2-ad0f-28b39524c15b  
 

Children: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/70040772/person/342043475577/media/a511dbba-7afd-41d2-ad0f-28b39524c15b
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/70040772/person/342043475577/media/a511dbba-7afd-41d2-ad0f-28b39524c15b


10 
 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/70040772/person/342043476003/facts 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/70040772/person/342043475792/media/05de1356-1e02-4728-b12c-9d97c4661efb 
            
 
Name:  John Parkiin 
Name variations:  draft card says he has no middle initial  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,615 
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Entered service from:  Rome, Oneida NY 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  John Parkin 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Mrs. John Parkin, 154 W. Dominick St., Rome NY 
Returned from war on: could not locate - according to NY Army Cards, returned from overseas 27 
Feb 1919, discharged 24 Jun 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: 
World War I draft registration (1917): as John Parkin - b. 7 May 1888 Tholpsalvin, England; res: 
Rome, Oneida NY. Citizen of Great Britain. Has wife, is married. Stationary engineer, State of NY, 
Rome NY. Short in height, medium build. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as John Parkin - b. 7 May 1888 Tholpsalvin, England; res: RFD 
#1, Rome (Westmoreland), Oneida NY. NOK wife Mrs. Parkin, same address. Employed at Rome 
State School, Rome, Oneida NY. Height: 5’4” – 134 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 28 Sep 1917   
Discharged:  24 Jun 1919 
Address:  Rome NY 
Rank/unit:  private, 17th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  7 May 1888 Thorpe Salvin (WWI draft card: Tholpsalvin), Rotherham, South Yorkshire, 
England 
Died: 15 Apr 1950 Washington DC    
Find A Grave record: 22232652 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Lowell, Oneida NY 
Cemetery:  Lowell 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  John T. Parkin, probably ca. 1857 Yorkshire, England 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Elizabeth Jenkinson Parkin,  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  Minnie Florence Wardale Parkin, 16 Jan 1893 Worksop, Nottinghamshire, England – 27 
Oct 1981 Ava, Oneida NY. SSN 066-38-0553 
Daughter of Arthur Thomas Wardale (1869-1940, F: 79489052) & Florence Minnie Ashbury (1869-
1938, F: 79489074). Buried in Lowell Cemetery, Lowell, Oneida NY. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  22232653 
Marriage: 22 May 1917 Utica, Oneida NY. Obtained license & married on the same day. John Parkin, 
age 29, b. England, resident Rome NY, stationary engineer, son of John T. Parkin & Elizabeth 
Jenkinson, both b. England. First marriage. – Minnie Wardale, age 24, no space for birthplace on 
form, resident of Utica NY, maid, daughter of Arthur Wardale & Florence Ashbury, both b. England. 
First marriage. 
Clergyman Jesse Higgins, the rector of St. George’s Church in Utica NY performed a double 
wedding ceremony for Minnie and her brother Albert Edgar Wardale. Their sister Mary was the 
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flower girl. Minnie’s siblings Albert & Mary were the witnesses for her marriage to John Parkin. 
Albert Wardale married Mary Duncan (270 Genesee St.) Arthur T. Wardale, the father of both the 
bride (Minnie) and groom (Albert) gave both brides away (his daughter & his future daughter-in-law). 
A reception followed at the home of Mr. & Mrs. Arthur T. Wardale.  
 
Children: 

• John Arthur Parkin, 30 Apr 1918 Utica, Oneida NY – 19 Apr 2005. SSN 096-14-9339. Born 
while his father John was at war. Charter member of the Lowell NY Fire Department. Buried 
in Lowell Cemetery, Lowell, Oneida NY. F: 22232654 

• Alfred Parkin, 28 Feb 1920 Utica, Oneida NY – 28 Apr 2012 Utica, Oneida NY. SSN 102-12-
4296. Enlisted in US Army Air Corps in summer 1941 & took glider training. Married on 27 
Aug 1949 in Transfiguration Church in Rome, Oneida NY to Mary Albrecht (1922-2008, F: 
99666328). Died at Faxton-St. Luke’s Healthcare Center. Buried in Saint Peter’s Lutheran 
Cemetery, Churchville, Oneida NY. F: 89355447 

 
Siblings:  

• Obituary mentions a surviving sister, Mrs. E. Downs, of England (April 1950) 
 
Notes:  
Caution – Ancestry.com family trees list him as John Lawrence Parkin & link him to incorrect 
parents. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
According to 1925 NY state census, John emigrated ca. 1913. In the 1930 census, John says he 
emigrated in 1913. 
 
Wartime: 
 
“New York Tribune” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 – among the New Yorkers on board Tuscania: John 
Parkin, private, Mrs. John Parkin, 154 Dominick St., Rome NY 
 
“New York Times” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 6 – on the Tuscania passenger list: Parkin, J., pvt., Rome 
NY 
 
“New York Tribune” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 14 – “List of Tuscania Survivors” – from NY: Parkin, John, 
154 E. Dominick St., Rome NY 
   
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Utica (NY) Observer Dispatch" obit on his Find A Grave record: 16 Apr 1950 - age 62, of Lowell NY, 
on Rome State School staff for past 35 years. Was planning to retire in fall 1950. Died unexpectedly 
in Washington DC; he & wife Minnie (Wardale) had left 14 Apr 1950 to spend some days there. The 
couple married 22 May 1917 in Utica NY & had lived in Lowell NY since 1922.WWI veteran. Survived 
by wife, sons John & Alfred & sister in England. [Rome State School was a school for the deaf & for 
the mentally retarded at various times] 
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Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1920 Rome, Oneida NY – his portion of page is very faint & barely legible 
John Parkin (indexed as Pardon), 32 Sweden [probably misinterpretation of England] 
Minnie 
John 
 
1925 NY state census – Westmoreland, Oneida NY 
John Parkin, 37 England, engineer, in US for 12 years 
Minnie, 32 England, housework, in US for 14 years 
John A., 7 US, school 
Alfred, 5 US 
 
1930 Westmoreland, Oneida NY – Lowell-Westmoreland Rd. 
John Parkin, 41 England, parents b. England, age 28 at 1st marriage, emigrated 1913, naturalized, 
engineer, state school, WWI veteran 
Minnie, 37 England, parents b. England, age 24 at 1st marriage, emigrated 1911, naturalized 
John A., 11 NY 
Alfred, 10 NY 
 
1940 Westmoreland, Oneida NY – RFD 2 – same place in 1935 
John Parkin, 51 England, stationary engineer, state school 
Minnie, 47 England 
John A., 21 NY 
Alfred, 20 NY 
 
1950 Westmoreland, Oneida NY  
John Parkin, 63 England, steam engineer, mental institution 
Minnie, 57 England 
John A., 31 NY, never married 
 


