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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
    

Oliver, Shannon Edward 
1883 OR – 1938 OR 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WS4H-KVPZ 

 
Wartime: 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WS4H-KVPZ
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“Ashland (OR) Tidings” Monday 10 Dec 1917 p 1 

 

 
“Ashland (OR) Tidings” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Medford (OR) Mail Tribune” Tuesday 19 Mar 1918 p 3 
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“Medford (OR) Mail Tribune” Friday 13 Jun 1919 p 2 
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Obituary of Shannon Edward Oliver – “Medford (OR) Mail Tribune” Tuesday 9 Aug 1938 p 7 
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OR death record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/505384:61675?tid=&pid=&queryId=496ea260ed345fbd08124dfdc448a91a&
_phsrc=hFB40729&_phstart=successSource  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/505384:61675?tid=&pid=&queryId=496ea260ed345fbd08124dfdc448a91a&_phsrc=hFB40729&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/505384:61675?tid=&pid=&queryId=496ea260ed345fbd08124dfdc448a91a&_phsrc=hFB40729&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/505384:61675?tid=&pid=&queryId=496ea260ed345fbd08124dfdc448a91a&_phsrc=hFB40729&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/194675:61411  
 
 

 
“Colville (WA) Examiner” Saturday 21 Oct 1916 p 6 
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“Medford (OR) Mail Tribune” Tuesday 5 Feb 1935 p 5 

 
 

 
“Medford (OR) Mail Tribune” Monday 18 Jul 1938 p 5 

 
 
 

Wife: 
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CO marriage record 14 May 1925 - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-

GB2V-
9ZTC?i=2392&cc=1932434&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKNQN-R8F 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GB2V-9ZTC?i=2392&cc=1932434&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKNQN-R8F
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GB2V-9ZTC?i=2392&cc=1932434&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKNQN-R8F
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GB2V-9ZTC?i=2392&cc=1932434&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKNQN-R8F
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1st marriage of wife Mary Conroy, to Hindmarch Hall, on 10 Jul 1914 in Durango, San Juan 

CO - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/900161920:61366?tid=&pid=&queryId=208712f4c89b7ccd76edc4e2c2cce1

e9&_phsrc=hFB40752&_phstart=successSource  
 

Father: 

 

 
“Medford (OR) Mail” Friday 24 Mar 1899 p 5 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900161920:61366?tid=&pid=&queryId=208712f4c89b7ccd76edc4e2c2cce1e9&_phsrc=hFB40752&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900161920:61366?tid=&pid=&queryId=208712f4c89b7ccd76edc4e2c2cce1e9&_phsrc=hFB40752&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900161920:61366?tid=&pid=&queryId=208712f4c89b7ccd76edc4e2c2cce1e9&_phsrc=hFB40752&_phstart=successSource
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Death of father Seburn P. Oliver – “Medford (OR) Mail” Friday 18 Nov 1904 p 8 

 

 
Hmm? – “Medford (OR) Mail” Friday 29 Sep 1899 p 7 

 
Mother: 

 

 
County Court disbursements for “poor not at poor farm” – “Ashland (OR) Tidings” Monday 

24 Jun 1918 p 7 
 

 
“Ashland (OR) Tidings” Tuesday 25 Feb 1919 p 7 

 



13 
 

 

 
“Medford (OR) Mail Tribune” Tuesday 18 Nov 1919 p 5 

 

 
She visited son ELIC Oliver – “Medford (OR) Mail Tribune” Wednesday 28 Jul 1920 p 7 

 

 
In Circuit Court, Stacy McCollum Oliver Sorrels sues for divorce – “Medford (OR) Mail 

Tribune” Thursday 2 Sep 1920 p 5 
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Shannon’s mother died with surname FEWEL – “Medford (OR) Mail” Monday 14 Oct 1935 p 

1 
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“Philadelphia (PA) Inquirer” Sunday 27 Feb 1921 p 2 

 
  

 
Obituary of stepfather John S. Fewel – “Medford (OR) Mail Tribune” Friday 27 Oct 1933 p 9 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of sister Ada May Oliver Driskell Kmetz (1878-1953) – “Medford (OR) Mail Tribune” Sunday 

1 Feb 1953 p 5 
 

 
“Medford (OR) Mail Tribune” Friday 6 Feb 1953 p 11 
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Obituary of William Aaron Short, the 1st husband of sister Minnie Etta Oliver Short McClain (1879-

1963) - “Medford (OR) Mail Tribune” Wednesday 17 Sep 1924 p 5 
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Obituary of sister Minnie Etta Oliver Short McClain (1879-1963) – “Medford (OR) Mail Tribune” 
Tuesday 26 Feb 1963 p 11 
 
 

 
Obituary of brother Elic Herman Oliver (1884-1961) – “Medford (OR) Mail Tribune” Friday 18 Aug 

1961 p 11 
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OR death record of brother Elic Herman Oliver - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/75164548:61675  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/75164548:61675
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/75164548:61675
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Obituary of brother Elic Herman Oliver’s wife Evelyn Walker Oliver – “Medford (OR) Mail Tribune” 

Wednesday 5 Sep 1962 p 9 
 

 
Death notice of brother Walter Oliver’s wife Philena – “Roseburg (OR) News-Review” Monday 5 Apr 

1943 p 1 
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Birth of sister Lillia Josephine Oliver Barthell – “Medford (OR) Mail” Friday 28 Jun 1895 p 2 

 

 
Marriage of Josephine Oliver to Gust Christ on 3 Feb 1919 in Jackson Co. OR - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/121943007:61677?tid=165002785&pid=132329555183&queryId=7ab788fead213ac8

d861279b018203ae&_phsrc=hFB40732&_phstart=successSource  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/121943007:61677?tid=165002785&pid=132329555183&queryId=7ab788fead213ac8d861279b018203ae&_phsrc=hFB40732&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/121943007:61677?tid=165002785&pid=132329555183&queryId=7ab788fead213ac8d861279b018203ae&_phsrc=hFB40732&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/121943007:61677?tid=165002785&pid=132329555183&queryId=7ab788fead213ac8d861279b018203ae&_phsrc=hFB40732&_phstart=successSource
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Son of sister Josephine Oliver Christ Wahlen Barthell – “Medford (OR) Mail Tribune” Tuesday 10 Nov 

1942 p 7 
 

 
“Medford (OR) Mail Tribune” Friday 23 Apr 1940 p 1 

 
 
 

 
    
Name: Shannon Edward Oliver 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  250,377 
Entered service from:  Phoenix, Jackson OR 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Shannon E. Oliver 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. G.W. Sorrels, Phoenix OR 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Shannon E. Oliver 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Stacy Sorrels, Phoenix OR (saddler, 16th Co., 
20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
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Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  13 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  11 Jun 1919 
Address:  2615 “W” St., Pueblo CO 
Rank/unit:  saddler, 16th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 1 Oct 1883 Trail, Jackson OR (obituary: "Medford Mail Tribune" 9 Aug 1938 p. 7)  
Died: 7 Aug 1938 Portland, Multnomah OR (Veterans Administration facility, of tuberculosis)   
Find A Grave record:  51019977 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower & text   
Burial location:  Medford, Jackson OR 
Cemetery:  Siskiyou Memorial Park 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Seburn P. Oliver, 1842 (Find A Grave record), also found as Nov 1847 Barry MO – 2 
(or 1) Nov 1904 OR. Son of Wayne Oliver & Elizabeth (“Betsy”) Shannon. Died of typhoid 
fever. Buried in Trail Cemetery, Trail, Jackson OR. 
Find A Grave: 64470257   
 
Mother: Stacy Elizabeth McCollum Oliver Sorrels Fewel, 13 Aug 1858 Keatsville [apparently 
Keytesville, Chariton] MO – 14 Oct 1935 Phoenix, Jackson OR. Daughter of David Sandlin 
McCollum & Martha Jane McDaniel. 
She was Mrs. G.W. Sorrels of Phoenix OR in 1918/1919 as Shannon’s wartime next-of-kin. 
Stacy Oliver married on 22 Oct 1912 in Klamath Co. OR, presumably to George W. Sorrels. 
Both Stacy & George appear in Medford OR newspaper reports as receiving county funds 
because they are indigent. She sues for divorce from him in Aug/Sep 1920.  
Wife of John S. Fewel, 19 Sep 1858 IN – 27 Oct 1933 OR, buried in Trail Cemetery, Trail, 
Jackson OR, F: 213022531. 
Stacy is buried in Trail Cemetery, Trail, Jackson OR. 
Find A Grave:  64470292 
Parents’ marriage:  7 Apr 1877 Jackson Co. OR 
 
Spouse: Mary Catherine Conroy Hall Oliver, 26 Nov 1884 England – 13 Apr 1981 Jackson 
Co. OR. 
On 10 Jul 1914 in Durango, San Juan CO, Mary was married to Hindmarch Hall, 1882-1921, 
who is buried in Hillside Cemetery, Silverton, San Juan CO, F: 126606777. He, along with 
mine superintendent Fred Jacobs, was killed by miner Billy Nogle, when Hall & Jacobs 
“invaded” his cabin & discovered his whiskey still.  
Ion the 1950 & 1955 Medford OR city directories, Mary Oliver is listed as the widow of 
Shannon Oliver, a resident of 815 W. 14th. 
Mary is buried in Siskiyou Memorial Park, Medford, Jackson OR. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  51019976 
Marriage:   at age 40, married Mary C. Hall (age 38) on 14 May 1923 Durango CO, by a Catholic 
priest 
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Children: 
 
Stepchildren: by his wife Mary Conroy’s marriage to Hindmarch Hall 

• Katherine Hall (Oliver) Newcomb, 1915-1973. Wife of Peyton H. Newcomb (1917-2008, F: 
59799727). Buried in Siskiyou Memorial Park, Medford, Jackson OR. F: 59799726 

• Elsie Dorothy Hall (Oliver) Snider, 22 Dec 1916 – 25 Jun 1993. Married in May 1947 to John 
W. Snider (1918-1994, F: 59801586). Buried in Siskiyou Memorial Park, Medford, Jackson 
OR. F: 59801585 

 
Siblings: Shannon was born after William.  

• Ada May Oliver Driskell Kmetz, 13 Jan 1878 Jackson Co. OR - 23 Jan 1953 Vallejo, Solano 
CA. – On 28 May 1898 in Siskiyou Co. CA Ada Oliver married Charles Dellas Driskell (1870 
NE – 1927 OR). They had 4 children. – On 3 Oct 1930 (according to records) or 27 Sep 1930 
(according to divorce suit), Ada married Joseph Edward Kmetz. Filed for divorce 5 Aug 1936 
in Yreka CA for divorce from Joseph Edward Kmetz on the grounds of extreme cruelty;.  

• Minnie Etta Oliver Short McClain, 23 Feb 1879 OR – 25 Feb 1963 Crescent City, Del Norte 
CA. Married to William Allen Short (1862 CA – 1924 OR, F: 58744078) in 1896 in Phoenix, 
Jackson OR. They had 3 children. William Short is buried in Jacksonville Cemetery, 
Jacksonville, Jackson OR, F: 58744078. - Married in 1927 to Charles Edgar McClain (1866-
1944, F: 66329403). Buried in Phoenix Pioneer Cemetery, Phoenix, Jackson OR. F: 
66329404 

• William Wayne Oliver, Oct 1880 OR – 23 Sep 1904 Jackson Co. OR. Died about 1 month 
before his father died. Buried in Trail Cemetery, Trail, Jackson OR. F: 64470423 

• Elic Herman Oliver, 11 May 1884 OR – 15 Aug 1961 Salem, Marion OR. Husband of Evelyn 
Pearl Walker (1891-1962, F: 64469959). Buried in Trail Cemetery, Trail, Jackson OR. F: 
64469898 

• Walter David Oliver, 29 Oct 1886 Trail, Jackson OR – 10 Oct 1968 Medford, Jackson OR. 
Husband of Philena Evans Oliver (1891-1943, F: 6447094). Buried in Trail Cemetery, Trail, 
Jackson OR. F: 64470094 

• Martha Elizabeth (“Mattie”) Oliver Miller Reed, 18 Jan 1889 OR – 9 Nov 1970 Jackson Co. 
OR. Wife of Louis M. Miller (1882-1947, F: 57885648); their son Donald W. Miller was born in 
1907. Martha & Louis divorced 8 Apr 1910 in Delta Co. CO. - Wife of William David Reed 
(1888-1963, F: 64471925); Mrs. D.W. Miller was a resident of Grants Pass OR in Feb 1953. 
Buried in Trail Cemetery, Trail, Jackson OR. F: 64471902 

• Lillia Josephine Oliver Christ Barthell Wahlen, Jun 1895 OR - ?. Josephine Oliver married 
Gust Christ on 3 Feb 1919 in Jackson Co. OR. - Listed as Mrs. Josephine Wahlen of 
Jacksonville OR when her stepfather John S. Fewel died at her home in Oct 1933. – Mrs. 
Josephine Barthell was a resident of Trail OR in Aug 1938. Married surname also found as 
Bartell & Bartel. – In 1942, Josephine Barthell registered her 1941 Hudson car as a resident 
of Route 1, Box 26, Rogue River OR. 

 
 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
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“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Wednesday 24 Oct 917 p 2 – among the purchasers 
of a $50 Liberty Bond was Shannon E. Oliver. 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Medford (OR) Mail Tribune" 19 Mar 1918 p 3 – a letter dated 13 Feb 1918 from an English camp. A 
Jackson Co. boy. Letter written to mother Mrs. G.W. Sorrells of Phoenix OR. Everyone knows about 
the ship. It looked gloomy for a bit; blessing it didn't sink fast as lifeboats were in very poor 
condition & only a comparative few got away. Shannon was in the ship's hospital with mumps but 
had no trouble getting on deck. Spent 2 hours working on lifeboats & at 8:15 p.m. slid down rope to 
a destroyer. Was uneasy crossing Irish Sea after his stay in Ireland. His company suffered pretty 
hard. Food is now scarce 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Medford (OR) Mail Tribune" 9 Aug 1938 p 7 – resident of King's Highway. A prominent Medford OR 
resident. Died after a long illness. WWI veteran. Enlisted at Camp Lewis WA at the outbreak of war. 
Reported "one of the few survivors" of Tuscania. Served until Armistice. Born Trail, Jackson OR 1 
Oct 1883. Spent his early life in southern OR, then moved to CO & married Miss Mary Hall at 
Durango CO. The couple lived at Illium CO where Shannon was the foreman on a large flood 
control construction project. He moved to Phoenix OR in 1925 & a few years ago to Medford OR. 
[The American Legion was asked to attend - in separate article] 
 
Social Security number: 540-10-4455 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Jackson Co. OR 
Seburn P. Oliver, 52 MO, Nov 1847, parents b. VA, married 23 years, farmer 
Stacey E., 41 MO, Aug 1858, parents b. MO, gave birth to 8 children, 8 are living 
William W., 19 OR, Oct 1880, farm laborer 
Edward S., 17 OR, Oct 1882, at school [i.e., Shannon Edward] 
Alva H., 16 OR, May 1884, at school [i.e. Elic Herman] 
Walter D., 14 OR, Oct 1885, at school 
Martha E., 11 OR, Jun 1889, at school 
Lillia J., 4 OR, Jun 1895 
 
1920 Justice Precinct 2, Wichita Co. TX – on line 91 
Shannon Oliver, 36 OR, father b. TN, mother b. MO, single, fireman, Texas [next word 
illegible], lodger 
 
1930 Medford, Jackson OR – 1000 W. 11th St. 
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Shannon Oliver, 45 OR, parents b. MO, age 38 at 1st marriage, carpenter, building, WWI 
veteran 
Mary C. Oliver, 45 England, parents b. Irish Free State, age 29 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Kathryn Hall, 14 CO [stepdaughter] 
Elsie Hall, 13 CO [stepdaughters] 
 


