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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
     
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Oddo, Joseph Dominic/Demnico, Jr. 
(J. Frank Otto) 

1898 NY –  
 

 
Aboard Tuscania, in 213th Aero Squadron - “New York Times” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 3 

 
New York (Brooklyn) private Joseph D. Oddo wrote a memoir, “My Story with the 213th Aero 
Squadron,” using his self-termed “pen name” of J. Frank Otto. Copies are housed at the Milwaukee 
County Historical Society and the Wisconsin Veterans Museum in Madison, Wisconsin. Oddo had 
enlisted in 1916, underage, to escape an abusive and miserly father, and was assigned to camp in 
Mineola, Long Island, New York, where he ended up with the sons of the rich and famous. One of 
his four tentmates was Quentin Roosevelt, son of the former U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt, 
fated to die in aerial combat on July 14, 1918, in France. Oddo related how he was ordered on 
January 23 to pack his khaki uniform, CD shirt, “shoes, 6,” underwear, toilet articles, overcoat and 
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raincoat. All leaves were cancelled for the unit, no one could telephone home, and the men slept in 
full uniform on bare springs – the bedding having been stripped earlier – until aroused at 12:30 a.m. 
on the morning of January 24th. Lights flicked on, a light breakfast was served, final checks were 
made – and amid a blanket of snow, the men moved noiselessly to the Country Life Press Railroad 
station, a tough hike in knee-deep snow with their barracks bags.   

From Marilyn C. Gahm’s “The Sinking of the Tuscania,” page 62 
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Two poems in Edgar S.] Gorrell's History of the American Expeditionary Forces Air Service, volume 
11, page 161 - https://www.fold3.com/image/19796359?terms=gorrell,oddo,history  

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W9VY-XKMM 

 
 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-F3CV-
JC76?cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6Z28-M32K 

 

 

 
In trouble with the US Army, which he joined 22 Aug 1916 -  

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-F3ZJ-DSQL-
1?cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6DLD-N2BK 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-F3Z8-
D6RS?cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6DLL-VD4Q 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-F3ZJ-DSQL-1?cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6DLD-N2BK
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-F3ZJ-DSQL-1?cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6DLD-N2BK


4 
 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-F3Z8-

DZT3?cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6DLD-X9G2 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-F3CV-R93K-

S?cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6ZKS-WVT6 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-F3Z8-

DB9D?cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6D32-WLZV  

 
https://www.fold3.com/image/591004517?terms=oddo,joseph,d and 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/219482:3030?tid=&pid=&queryId=ff709a9388babe0ea6634b3d98073341&_phsrc=h

FB40636&_phstart=successSource  
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-F3Z8-DZT3?cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6DLD-X9G2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-F3Z8-DZT3?cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6DLD-X9G2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-F3CV-R93K-S?cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6ZKS-WVT6
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-F3CV-R93K-S?cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6ZKS-WVT6
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-F3Z8-DB9D?cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6D32-WLZV
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-F3Z8-DB9D?cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6D32-WLZV
https://www.fold3.com/image/591004517?terms=oddo,joseph,d
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/219482:3030?tid=&pid=&queryId=ff709a9388babe0ea6634b3d98073341&_phsrc=hFB40636&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/219482:3030?tid=&pid=&queryId=ff709a9388babe0ea6634b3d98073341&_phsrc=hFB40636&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/219482:3030?tid=&pid=&queryId=ff709a9388babe0ea6634b3d98073341&_phsrc=hFB40636&_phstart=successSource
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WWII draft registration – 15 Feb 1942 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/194990432:2238?tid=&pid=&queryId=4a4e603608549e378fb28d07a48fad8b&_phsr
c=hFB40634&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/194990432:2238?tid=&pid=&queryId=4a4e603608549e378fb28d07a48fad8b&_phsrc=hFB40634&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/194990432:2238?tid=&pid=&queryId=4a4e603608549e378fb28d07a48fad8b&_phsrc=hFB40634&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/194990432:2238?tid=&pid=&queryId=4a4e603608549e378fb28d07a48fad8b&_phsrc=hFB40634&_phstart=successSource
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Is this him? https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/326580:60808  

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/326580:60808
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“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Thursday 20 Apr 1905 p 22 
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“New York Sun” Thursday 20 Apr 1905 p 12 

 

 
“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Wednesday 5 Dec 1917 p 23 
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https://www.newspapers.com/clip/19048079/joseph-oddo/?xid=637 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/clip/19048079/joseph-oddo/?xid=637
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https://www.newspapers.com/clip/19047808/joseph-oddo/?xid=637

 
 

Siblings: 
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Sister Olga Oddo Defossez Stipkovich Vrban – “Bridgewater (NJ) Courier-News” Tuesday 5 Jul 1949 

p 19 
 
  

Two poems in Edgar S.] Gorrell's History of the American Expeditionary Forces Air Service, volume 
11, page 161 - https://www.fold3.com/image/19796359?terms=gorrell,oddo,history  
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https://www.fold3.com/image/591004517?terms=oddo,joseph,d and 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/219482:3030?tid=&pid=&queryId=ff709a9388babe0ea6634b3d98073341&_phsrc=h

FB40636&_phstart=successSource  
 
 

https://www.fold3.com/image/591004517?terms=oddo,joseph,d
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/219482:3030?tid=&pid=&queryId=ff709a9388babe0ea6634b3d98073341&_phsrc=hFB40636&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/219482:3030?tid=&pid=&queryId=ff709a9388babe0ea6634b3d98073341&_phsrc=hFB40636&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/219482:3030?tid=&pid=&queryId=ff709a9388babe0ea6634b3d98073341&_phsrc=hFB40636&_phstart=successSource


22 
 

 

 
WWII draft registration – 15 Feb 1942 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/194990432:2238?tid=&pid=&queryId=4a4e603608549e378fb28d07a48fad8b&_phsr
c=hFB40634&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/194990432:2238?tid=&pid=&queryId=4a4e603608549e378fb28d07a48fad8b&_phsrc=hFB40634&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/194990432:2238?tid=&pid=&queryId=4a4e603608549e378fb28d07a48fad8b&_phsrc=hFB40634&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/194990432:2238?tid=&pid=&queryId=4a4e603608549e378fb28d07a48fad8b&_phsrc=hFB40634&_phstart=successSource
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Is this him? https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/326580:60808  

 
Name:  Joseph Demnico Oddo Jr. 
Name variations:  alias: J. Frank Otto  - in earlier references: Italo 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 213th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,198 
Entered service from:  NY, NY  
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Joseph D. Oddo 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Joseph D. Oddo, Sr., 2053 Washington Ave., NY, NY 
Returned from war on: 'Freedom" Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Joseph D. Oddo 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father John D. Oddo, 88 Sussex St., Jersey City NJ (pvt, Co. C, 
2nd Prov. Dev. Bn.) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Joseph D. Oddo, 1641 E. 12th St., Brooklyn 
NY 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Joseph Dominic Oddo – b. 7 Oct 1898 Buffalo, Erie 
NY; res: 276 Bedford Ave., Brooklyn NY. NOK Mrs. Mary Micolowitz, same address. 
Unemployed. “scar on nose” Height: 5’6” – 165 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  6 Apr 1917 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/326580:60808
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Discharged:  4 Jun 1920 
Address: 241 Henderson St., Jersey City NJ 
Rank: private, 642nd Aero Supply Squadron  

 
 
Rank/unit:   
 
NY, WWI Army Card –  
enlisted Ft. Slocum NY 22 Aug 1916 at age 17 years 10 months. Discharged 4 Jun 1920 with 
abolition of Army Reserve 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 7 Oct 1898 (Veterans Administration Military IndexI) – was 16 years old in 1916, which places 
birth ca. Mar 1900 – or born 1898 (NY National Guard record) - or ca. Oct 1898 Buffalo, Erie NY (NY 
WWI Army Card)   
Died:  
Find A Grave record:  
Burial location:   
Cemetery:   
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Joseph Oddo Sr., born ca. 1857 Italy 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Catherine (“Carrie”) Piomonte Oddo, Jun 1872 Italy (1900 census) -   .  
In the 1915 census, Joseph Sr.’s wife Anna Oddo, age 34, was born in Italy. In the 1920 
census, Joseph Oddo’s wife is listed as Anna, age 49, born in Germany. 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
The mystery sibling: 
 
Newspaper reports in 1905 vary in the number of children of Joseph & Catherine Oddo. 
Some reports say there are four – Italo, Hugo, Walter & Olga – with a 2-month-old child that 
accompanies her mother to the Bellevue Hospital (for the insane)in Dec 1904. Other 
reports report that Olga died at age 2 years, but it appears she married at least 3 times and 
lived until 1997. Might this be the Josephine Oddo who died 5 Mar 1905?  Newspaper 
reports indicate Olga died 4 Apr 1905.  
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Siblings: Joseph was the oldest child. 

• Hugo Dominick Oddo, 11 Apr 1900 NY – 7 Jul 1960 NY. On his WWI draft registration (12 Sep 
1918), Hugh lists as his NOK Joseph Oddo. Both are residents of 156 York St., Jersey City, 
Hudson NJ. He was a floatman for the Lehigh Valley Railroad. Name also found as Vigo 
Oddo. – Social Security records his last residence was Allerton, Bronx NY. 

• Walter Joseph Oddo, 3 Feb 1900 NY on his WWI draft registration (12 Sep 1918). This date is 
impossible as Hugo was born 11 Apr 1900. Hugo was age 13 & Walter age 12 in 1915, and 
Hugo was age 19 & Walter age 17 in 1920. It is more likely that he is the man also known as 
Walter J. Dodd, born 3 Feb 1902, died 29 Mar 1997 in Jersey City, Hudson NJ, whose last 
residence according to Social Security was Jersey City NJ. SSN 156-05-2707.  Husband of 
Elinor Matilda Hansen (1902-1985). See: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/108243385/person/430067734407/facts?_phsrc=hFB40664&_phstart=su
ccessSource  

• Olga Annita Oddo Defossez Stipkovich Vrban. 9 Sep 1906 NY – Aug 1985.  SSN 143-14-
5663. NY birth certificate lists as Annita Olga, born to Joseph Oddo & Chaterine Oddo. – In 
the 1925 Jersey City NJ city directory, she is Olga Oddo; by the 1930 census, she is listed as 
Olga Delassez, single. Married to Albert Pierre Defossez (1890 Belgium – 1977 FL). Their son 
Raymond Michael Defossez was born 18 Mar 1930 Brooklyn NY; died 5 Apr 2002.  - Married 
17 Jul 1934 in Manhattan NY, Olga A. Oddo to John Stipkovich (1897 Yugoslavia – 1970 
Europe, SSN 050-07-9898). In the 1940 census for Jersey City, Hudson NJ, John Stipkovwick 
(42) lived with wife Olga Stipkowick (33 NY); they had resided in Kings Co. NY in 1935. – Olga 
Stipkovich married in 1948 to Jack Vrban in NJ. Died with surname Vrban; last residence 
was Holmdel, Monmouth NJ.  

 
Notes:  
 
Do not confuse with another Joseph Oddo from Buffalo NY. 
 
Are these relatives? 
a Guiseppe Oddo b. 30 Mar 1860 Italy, d. 9 Apr 1927, Manhattan, widowed, buried Calvary, 
F:137897758  
 
a daughter Josephine, d. at age zero 5 Mar 1905, res: 340 E. 45th St., NYC, buried Calvary, parent 
Joseph & Anna Oddo, both b. Italy 
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“New York Herald [in Newspapers.com header, but “New York Sun” on paper itself) Friday 
8 Feb 1918 p 1 – men on Tuscania from NYC & surrounding area includes Oddo, Joseph D., 
2053 Washington Ave., NYC.  Found at: https://www.newspapers.com/image/207133934 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/108243385/person/430067734407/facts?_phsrc=hFB40664&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/108243385/person/430067734407/facts?_phsrc=hFB40664&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/108243385/person/430067734407/facts?_phsrc=hFB40664&_phstart=successSource
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“New York Tribune” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 – “New York Men Aboard Tuscania” includes 
Joseph D. Oddo Jr., private, Joseph D. Oddo, 2953 Washington Ave., NY, NY 
 
“New York Herald” 9 Feb 1918: age 25, real name said to be "Itola" - lived with parents before 
enlistment. Four months ago the family moved with no forwarding address [cannot locate this 
paper – content of this paper is actually not internally indexed by Newspapers.com although the 
whole paper is copied – also tried in “New York Sun”) 
 
Post-war: 
 
Author of 2 poems in Edgar S.] Gorrell's History of the American Expeditionary Forces Air Service 
(Fold3.com) 
 
"Washington (DC) Times" 15 Feb 1920 p 3 - each Congressman received about 100 petitions 
protesting the sale of ships, a petition circulated by the Hearst newspapers. "On a petition received 
by Congressman O'Connell from Joseph D. Oddo, jr., of Jersey City, N.J. was written this demand: 
'Don't let England destroy the American wealth and commerce.' " 
 
1925 Jersey City NJ city directory 
Oddo 
Frank J., resident of 71 Grand 
Hugh (Dorothy), deckhand, resident of 71 Grand 
Jos. (Kath), resident of 165 Grand 
Olga, phone operator, resident of 165 Grand 
 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
 
1900 Buffalo, Erie NY – Morgan - conducted 16 Jun 1900 
Joseph Oddo, 43 Italy, May 1854, parents b. Italy, married 9 years, emigrated 1896, in US 
for 4 years, engineer sta. 
Carrie, 37 Italy, Jun 1872, parents b. Italy, emigrated 1896, in US for 4 years, gave birth to 2 
children, 2 are living 
Italo, 1 NY, Oct 1898 [i.e. Joseph] 
Vigo, 2 months NY, Apr 1900 NY [i.e. Hugo] 
& 2 boarders 
 
1905 Blauvelt, Rockland NY – Asylum of the Sisters of St. Dominic – as of 1 Jun 1905 
As inmates, all residents of the Bronx: 
Walter Oddo, 4 US 
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Hugo Oddo, 6 US, at school  
Italo Oddo, 8 US, at school [i.e. Joseph Jr.] 
 
1915 NY state census – Bronx NY – 2053 Washington  
Joseph Oddo, 50 Italy, citizen, bookkeeper 
Anna, 34 Italy, citizen, housework 
Italo, 16 US, citizen, errand boy 
Hugo, 13 US, citizen, errand boy 
Walter, 12 US, citizen, school 
Olga, 8 US, citizen, school 
 
1920 census Jersey City NJ – 88 Sussex St. (renters) – the address when Joseph Jr. returns from war 
Joseph Oddo, 63 Italy, parents b. Italy, alien, emigrated 1896, clerk, unemployed 
Anna, 49 Germany, alien, emigrated 1899 [this must be a 2nd wife] 
Hugh, 19 NY, dockhand, railroad 
Walter, 17 NY, student 
Olga, 13 NY, student 
 
 


