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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Oxford, Henry Grady 

1893 TX – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
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Henry Grady Oxford – photo & tombstone from Find A Grave 51091614 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WMGN-V42M 

 
 
 

https://www.familyse  
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WMGN-V42M
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TX, WWI records - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QV18-V3HM 

 

 
“Clifton (TX) Record” Friday 16 Sep 1910 p 5 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QV18-V3HM
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“El Paso (TX) Herald” Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 5 

 
 

 
“Clifton (TX) Record” Friday 3 Sep 1920 p 8 
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[excerpts from article] 

 

 
“Waco (TX) Tribune-Herald” Thurday 23 Oct 1975 p 10 

 
Father: 
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TX death record of father Samuel Smith Oxford – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 

 
Mother: 
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TX death record of mother Sarah Elizabeth Tarply Oxford Oxford – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of 

Renton WA 
 

Sibllings: 
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Obituary of brother James Samuel Oxford (1880-1943) – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Tuesday 

28 Sep 1943 p 19 
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TX death record of James Samuel Oxford – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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Text at end is jumbled – obituary of brother Sidney Sylvester Oxford (1882-1970) – “Brownwood (TX) 
Bulletin” Tuesday 9 Jun 1970 p 2 
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TX death record of brother Sidney Sylvester Oxford – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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50th wedding anniversary on 1 Jan 1961 of brother Thomas David Oxford (1884-1961) & “bride” Mary 
Ann Knox – “Clifton (TX) Record” Friday 6 Jan 1961 p 1 
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Obituary of brother Thomas David Oxford, d. 10 Jul 1961 Clifton TX – “Clifton (TX) Record” Friday 14 

Jul 1961 p 1 
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TX death record of brother Thomas David Oxford – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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TX death record of sister Alice Barbara Oxford Hall (1886-1928) – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of 

Renton WA 
 

         
Half-siblings: 
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Half-brother Jerry William Oxford (also his 1st cousin) (1877-1962) – Find A Grave 18650612 
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TX death record of half-brother Jerry William Oxford (1877-1961) – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of 

Renton WA 
 
Name:  Henry Grady Oxford 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, 27th Co., 165th Depot Brigade & 33rd Co., 165th Depot Brigade - 
private 
Serial number: Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until the sinking of the 
Tuscania showed their value, so Henry died without one   
Entered service from:  Turnersville, Coryell TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Henry Oxford 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: S.S. Oxford. Turnesville [sic/Turnersville] TX 
First buried on the isle of Islay, Scotland:  in Port Charlotte, Islay, Scotland - grave 30, as Henry 
Oxford  
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Body returned from war on: From Port Charlotte, Islay, on "Antigone" arriving Hoboken NJ 7 Aug 
1920 
Body listed on return ship as: Henry Oxford 
Rank on return ship: pvt, Casual Co. #2 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Henry Oxford - b. 16 Apr 1893 Turnersville TX; res: 
Turnersville, Coryell TX. Single. Farmer for father, Coryell Co. TX. Claimed exemption from draft: 
“Poor health of parents requires some one to see after them.” Medium height, slender build. Card 
is not dated.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
No birth date or enlistment date recorded. 
Died: 6 Feb 1918 
Address:  Turnersville T 
Rank/unit:  private, 2nd Casualty Co. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  16 Apr 1893 Turnersville, Coryell TX  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania   
Find A Grave record: 51091614 – photo - presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower   
Burial location:  Coryell Co. TX 
Cemetery:  Prairie View 
Tombstone:  Pvt Casual Co. 2 He lost his life on the Tuscania 
 
Father:  Samuel Smith (“Sam”) Oxford, 29 Dec 1858 Henry Co. GA – 9 Nov 1939 Crawford, 
McLennan TX. Son of Jeremiah Bridges Oxford & Judith F. Wayne. His wife Sarah Tarply Oxford was 
the widow of his older brother, William Jayson Oxford. Buried in Prairie View Cemetery, Coryell Co. 
TX. 
Find A Grave:  51091684 
 
Mother: Sarah Elizabeth (“Sally”) Tarply Oxford Oxford, 9 Jun 1850 GA – 21 Apr 1922 Coryell Co. TX. 
Daughter of James Tarply.  
Sarah was 1st married to William Jayson (“Buck”) Oxford, 12 Sep 1850 – 29 Jun 1878 Lincoln Parish 
LA. He was the son of Jeremiah Bridges Oxford & Judith F. Wayne. They married in 1876 and two 
children: Martha F. Oxford (1876-1894) & Jerry William Oxford (1877-1962). Following William’s 
death, Sarah married his younger brother, Samuel Smith Oxford.  
Buried in Prairie View Cemetery, Coryell Co. TX. 
Find A Grave:  51091665 
Parents’ marriage:  1878 (married 21 years in the 1900 census) – Married by the time of the 1880 
census (conducted Jun 25 & 26, 1880) with 5-month-old son James Samuel Oxford. 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  



29 
 

 

• James Samuel Oxford, 14 Jan 1880 Hico, Lincoln Parish LA – 27 Sep 1943 Fort Worth, 
Tarrant TX. Married on 24 Aug 1910 in Fort Worth, Tarrant TX to Ruby Ann George (1882-
1957, F: 107428403). Teacher-missionary in Japan for over 30 years. Buried in Mount Olivet 
Cemetery, Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. F: 95581052 

• Sidney Sylvester Oxford, 25 Jan 1882 Hico, Lincoln Parish LA – 8 Jun 1970 Brownwood, 
Brown TX. Married 3 Jul 1910 in Brownwood, Brown TX to Virginia Margaret Morris (1886-
1973, F: 104102211). Buried in Eastlawn Memorial Park, Early, Brown TX. F: 95581144 

• Thomas David Oxford, Sr., 7 Aug 1884 Ruston, Lincoln Parish LA – 10 Jul 1961 Clifton, 
Bosque TX. Druggist. Married on 28 Dec 1910 to Mary Ann Knox (1888-1975, FP: 17004113). 
T.D. & Mary Ann celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on 1 Jan 1961; he died 6 months 
later. Buried in Clifton Memorial Park, Clifton, Bosque TX. F: 17004100 

• Alice Barbara Oxford Hall, 3 May 1886 Coryell Co. TX – 20 Aug 1928 Floresville, Wilson TX. 
Married 1 Jan 1911 in Coryell Co. TX to Halbert Theon Hall (1886-1965, F: 46547613). Died 
of a brain embolism. Buried in Gatesville City Cemetery, Gatesville, Coryell TX. F: 79138848 

• Sarah Vela Oxford Homan, 4 Aug 1889 Hurst, Coryell TX – 20 Mar 1977 Shreveport, Caddo 
Parish LA. Married 3 Aug 1913 in Turnersville, Coryell TX to Arthur James Homan (1884-
1926, F: 70915476). Buried in Post Oak Cemetery, Oglesby, Coryell TX. F: 70915482 

• Eula Mintie Oxford, 10 Dec 1890 Coryell, Coryell TX – 4 Oct 1892 Coryell Co. TX. Twin of Lula 
Belle. Buried in Prairie View Cemetery, Coryell Co. TX. F: 51091548 

• Lula Belle Oxford, 10 Dec 1890 Coryell, Coryell TX – 16 Aug 1892 Coryell Co. TX. Twin of 
Eula Mintie. Buried in Prairie View Cemetery, Coryell Co. TX. F; 51091579 

 
 
Half-siblings (also his 1st cousins): by his mother Sarah Tarply’s marriage to her 1st husband, 
William Jayson Oxford, brother of her 2nd husband (and Henry’s father), Samuel Smith Oxford 

• Martha F. Oxford, 9 Dec 1876 LA – 26 Sep 1894 Hurst Springs, Coryell T. Buried in Prairie 
View Cemetery, Coryell Co. TX. F: 51091518 

• Jerry William Oxford, 27 Dec 1877 Hico, Lincoln Parish LA – 10 Dec 1961 El Paso, El Paso 
TX. Dr. Oxford was a physician in Floresville TX for over 50 years. Married 30 Jul 1912 to 
Martha Lorena McDaniel (1889-1958, F: 18655113). Buried in Floresville City Cemetery, 
Floresville, Wilson TX. F: 18650612 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 7 – as yet unaccounted for from Tuscania: 
Henry Oxford of Turnsville [sic/Turnersville] TX 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
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1880 – 6th Ward, Lincoln Parish LA – conducted Jun 25 & 26, 1880 
Sam S. Oxford, 21 GA, parents b. GA, farmer 
Sallie E., 30 GA, parents b. GA, keeping house 
Martha F., 3 LA 
Jerry W., 2 LA 
James S., 5 months LA [born Feb] 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 8, Coryell Co. TX 
Samuel S. Oxford, 41 GA, Dec 1858, parents b. GA, married 21 years, farmer 
Sarah S., 49 GA, Jun 1850, parents b. GA, gave birth to 10 children, 7 are living [1 child died from her 
1st marriage, the twins from her 2nd marriage] 
Jerry W., 22 LA, Dec 1877, at school [son from Sarah’s 1st marriage to Samuel’s brother William] 
James S., 20 LA, Jan 1880, at school 
Sidney, 18 LA, Jan 1882, at school 
Thomas D., 15 LA, Aug 1884, at school 
Alice B., 14 TX, Aug 1886, at school 
Sarah V., 10 TX, Aug 1889, at school 
Henry G., 7 TX, Apr 1893, at school 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 8, Coryell Co. TX – Rural Route 1 
Sam S., 51 GA, parents b. GA, in 1st marriage, married 31 years, farmer 
Sarah E., 59 GA, parents b. GA, in 2nd marriage, gave birth to 10 children, 7 are living 
Alice B., 23 TX 
Sarah V., 20 TX 
Henry G., 16 TX 
 


