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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

One of the Baraboo 21 (Baraboo WI) 
O’Brien, John Francis 

1889 WI – 1935 WI 
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John Francis O’Brien – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W346-M1N2 
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WWI draft registration 5 Jun 1917 – Ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/18986034:6482?_phsrc=hFB40531&_phstart=successSource&gsfn=john+francis&gs
ln=obrien&ml_rpos=24&queryId=1936c74ac39ef305e2cb67b6297808e3 

 

 
“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 8 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Saturday 4 Feb 1928 p 7 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Saturday 4 Feb 1928 p 7 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Wednesday 29 Jan 1930 p 9 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” Tuesday 10 Feb 1931 p 10 
 

 



11 
 

 

“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Tuesday 29 Jan 1935 p 8 
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“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Wednesday 5 Feb 1936 p 23 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Saturday 6 Feb 1943 p 7 
 

 
Obituary of John Francis O’Brien – “Madison (WI) Capital Times” Saturday 6 Apr 1935 p 2 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/517910453/?terms=%22baraboo%2021%22&match=1 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/517910453/?terms=%22baraboo%2021%22&match=1
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Unsourced obituary provided by Steven Schwartz of Renton WA – but “here” would imply 

Milwaukee WI & this is most likely a Milwaukee WI newspaper – 5 April 1935 
 

Father: 
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In Baraboo WI news: Obituary of father William Henry O’Brien Sr. – “Madison (WI) Capital Times” 

Thursday 19 Jan 1939 p 8 
 
 
 
 

Siblings 
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Ancestry.com links his brother William Henry O’Brien Jr. to incorrect WWI draft cards – this is 

correct: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/18986038:6482?tid=12465703&pid=26116267906&queryId=80aa3a17654c68450d6

666cdcd7fabd4&_phsrc=hFB40546&_phstart=successSource 
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Obituary of sister Violet Frances O’Brien Ritzenthaler Smith - 
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/jsonline/name/violet-smith-obituary?id=3116743 

 
Divorce of Violet Frances O’Brien & Edward George Ritzenthaler – “Wisconsin State Journal” 

(Madison WI) Thursday 26 Jan 1933 p 4 
 

 
“Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Tuesday 26 Jul 1932 p 2 

 
Name:  John Francis O’Brien 
Name variations: John T. O’Brien   
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Eng. HQ - private 
Serial number:  250,922 
Entered service from:  Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  John F. O’Brien 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father William H. O'Brien, 420 Marshall St., Milwaukee WI 
Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: John F. O’Brien 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father William O'Brien, 420 Marshall St., Milwaukee WI (sgr, 
HQ Co., 107th Supply Train)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as John O’Brien - b. 30 Mar 1889 Baraboo WI; res: 203 
Lynn, Baraboo, Sauk WI. Single. Bartender for Nick Strauss, Baraboo WI. Short in height, medium 
build. 
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Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  1 Aug 1917 
Discharged:  29 May 1919 
Address:  1634 McVicker Ave., Chicago IL 
Rank/unit:  sergeant, HQ Co., 107th Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  30 Mar 1889 Baraboo, Sauk WI  
Died: 5 Apr 1935 Milwaukee Co. WI (at the veterans home)  
Find A Grave record: 198055059 
Burial location:  Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI 
Cemetery:  Valhalla Memorial Park 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  William Henry O’Brien Sr., 20 Oct 1872 Eagle, Waukesha WI – 18 Jan 1939 WI. Son 
of Terrance O’Brien & Mary Catherine Smith. Railroad engineer/conductor. Buried in 
Valhalla Memorial Park, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. 
Find A Grave: 198055023 
 
Mother: Alice (“Allie”) McLaughlin O’Brien, Oct 1876 Fond du Lac Co. WI (1900 census) or 
ca. 1869 (age 41 in 1910 census) or ca. 1871 (age 49 in 1920 census) – 1956. In the 1880 
census Allie McLaughlin resided in Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac Co. WI with parents Patrick & 
Mary McLaughlin. - Buried in Valhalla Memorial Park, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. 
Find A Grave:  198055011 
Parents’ marriage:  9 Apr 1888 Sauk Co. WI  
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: John was the oldest child. 

• William Henry O’Brien Jr., 7 Feb 1892 Baraboo, Sauk WI – 12 May 1945. SSN 388-20-8138. 
Buried in Valhalla Memorial Park, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F: 198055320 

• Marcella Marie O’Brien Prestin, 19 Jul 1901 Baraboo, Sauk WI – 20 Nov 1993. SSN 398-30-
6305. Married 25 Jul 1925 in Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI to Arlie H. Prestin (1895-1952, F: 
189721558). Buried in Holy Cross Cemetery & Mausoleum, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F: 
189721584 

• Violet Frances O’Brien Ritzenthaler Smith, 4 Jul 1906 Baraboo, Sauk WI – 14 Nov 2005. SSN 
388-09-3059. – Married on 27 Aug 1925 in Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI to Edward George 
Ritzenthaler (1894-1968, F: 22489712). They divorced 25 Jan 1933 in Baraboo, Sauk WI. 
Edward remarried, on 3 Apr 1936 in Sauk Co. WI to Margaret Rebecca Anna Hasz. He 
became the mayor of Baraboo WI.  In the 1930 census for Baraboo, Sauk WI, Edward 
Ritzenthaler (35 WI, father b. France [Alsace] & mother b. Germany [Brandenburg]), lived 
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with wife Violet, 23 WI, parents b. WI, a stenographer at a wholesale grocery.  - Married 
Marlin Duane Smith (25 Sep 1911 Baraboo, Sauk WI – 2 Nov 1977 Palm Beach Co. FL, 
buried in East Oak Grove Cemetery, Morgantown, Monongalia WV, F: 12485993). He was 
the son of Charles Henry Smith & Harriet M. Pierce. On his WWII (1942) draft registration, 
Marlin lived with wife Violet Smith at 2704 E. Locust St., Milwaukee WI; he worked for L.C. 
Smith Corona Typewriters. Marlin married 22 Oct 1949 in Winchester VA to Dorothy B. 
Brown Sidell. -  Buried in Holy Cross Cemetery & Mausoleum, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F: 
172104315 

 
Notes:  
 
Milwaukee WI newspapers are not online, which restricts them as a source for Milwaukee 
residents.  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Wisconsin State Journal” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 4 – “Tuscania Survivors – Maybe His 
Name Is Here” includes the name of John F. O’Brien, Milwaukee WI. 
 
Post-war: 
 
1925 Milwaukee WI city directory: 
O’Brien – all residents of 558 Folsom Place 
John F., accountant 
Marcella, stenographer 
Violet F., stenographer, NW National Insurance Co. 
William H. (Alice), conductor, C&NW Railway 
William H. Jr., clerk 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Madison [WI] Capital Times" 6 Apr 1935 p 2 - news was received in Baraboo WI that 1 of the 
Baraboo 21 survivors of Tuscania had died in Milwaukee WI. John had visited Baraboo for a recent 
ship reunion (Feb 1935). He is survived by his parents Conductor & Mrs. William O'Brien, siblings 
Violet O'Brien, William O'Brien Jr. & Mrs. Ollie Preston, all of Milwaukee WI.  
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Baraboo, Sauk WI – 116 Ash 
William O’Brien, 34 Wi, Apr 1866, parents b. Ireland, married 11 years, conductor (freight) 
Allice, 23 WI, Oct 1876, parents b. Ireland, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
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John, 11 WI, Mar 1889, at school 
William, 8 WI, Feb 1892, at school 
 
1905 WI state census – Baraboo, Sauk WI 
Wm. Obrien, 39 Wi, parents b. Ireland, railway conductor 
Ella, 33 WI, parents b. Ireland 
John, 16 WI, student 
Willie, 13 WI, student 
Marcella, 5 WI, student 
 
1910 Baraboo, Sauk WI – 110 --- 
Wm. O’Brien, 42 WI, parents b. Ireland, in 1st marriage, married 22 years, conductor, steam 
railroad 
Allie, 41 WI, parents b. Ireland, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
John, 21 WI 
Willie, 18 WI, call-boy, railroad 
Marcella, 8 WI 
Violet, 3 WI 
 
1930 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 420 Marshall St. 
William O’Brien, 51 WI, parents b. Ireland, conductor, steam railroad 
Alice, 49 WI, parents b. Ireland 
John, 31 WI, single, timekeeper, steel factory 
William Jr., 27 WI, single, car clerk, steam railroad 
Marcella, 18 WI, single, stenographer, steam railroad 
Violet, 13 WI, single 
 
 


