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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 
 

Outcault, Richard Felton, Jr. 
1892 NY – 1976 CA 
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Richard Felton Outcault, Jr. – left: “Brooklyn Daily Eagle” 10 Feb 1918 p 5 – right: “Chicago Tribune” 

8 Feb 1918 p 3 
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Richard Felton Outcault, Jr. – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 

 

 
Richard Felton Outcault & wife Marjorie Filer – Find A Grave 228218416 

 
 

Excerpt below from Marilyn C. Gahm, “The Sinking of the Tuscania” – pages 379 & 380: 
 

Richard Felton Outcault, Jr., was the son of a famous 
cartoonist. His father Richard F. Outcault, Sr. created “The 
Yellow Kid” and “Buster Brown” and is considered the 
inventor of the modern comic strip, including the Sunday-
newspaper colored “funnies.” Richard Jr. was not the 
inspiration for Buster, but he could not escape a headline 
like “Buster Brown Boy Hero on Sinking Ship,” printed by 
the Los Angeles Herald on February 7, 1918. Buster Brown 
suits were popular boys’ attire. Buster Brown shoes and 
socks continue to be very popular. Those strapped shoes 
women still wear – the “Mary Jane” style – are named for 
Buster Brown’s sweetheart (also Richard Jr.’s sister and 
mother). Richard Jr.’s sister Mary Jane married General 
John Pershing’s nephew, Frank Pershing, in 1921. The 
Tuscania survivor’s father introduced the talking animal to 
comic strips (the animal not everyone else can hear) with 
Buster’s pit bull terrier, “Tige.”  (Calvin & Hobbes are 
presumably grateful.) Richard Sr. also introduced the 
“word balloon” instead of a caption, sequential panels in 
comics and a continuing cast of characters. The “Yellow 
Kid” comic strip was likely the source of the term “yellow 

journalism” for sensationalized news.  Richard Outcault Jr. was a corporal in the 213th Aero 
Squadron aboard Tuscania. 
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https://www.google.com/search?q=100th+aero+squadron&biw=1465&bih=734&tbm=isch&tbo=u
&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjgqZvdv_DOAhWJrB4KHRCUDQ8QsAQILg#tbm=isch&q=213th
+aero+squadron+tuscania&imgrc=nkJZLbmNLiBRwM%3A 
 

       
Buster Brown and Tige   The Yellow Kid 
 
 

https://www.google.com/search?q=100th+aero+squadron&biw=1465&bih=734&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjgqZvdv_DOAhWJrB4KHRCUDQ8QsAQILg#tbm=isch&q=213th+aero+squadron+tuscania&imgrc=nkJZLbmNLiBRwM%3A
https://www.google.com/search?q=100th+aero+squadron&biw=1465&bih=734&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjgqZvdv_DOAhWJrB4KHRCUDQ8QsAQILg#tbm=isch&q=213th+aero+squadron+tuscania&imgrc=nkJZLbmNLiBRwM%3A
https://www.google.com/search?q=100th+aero+squadron&biw=1465&bih=734&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjgqZvdv_DOAhWJrB4KHRCUDQ8QsAQILg#tbm=isch&q=213th+aero+squadron+tuscania&imgrc=nkJZLbmNLiBRwM%3A
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From Gahm, page 67: 
 
As Richard Outcault, Jr., the son of a famous and successful cartoonist, boarded, a member of the 
British crew approached him, possibly because Outcault was wearing a custom-tailored uniform, 
not the regular issue, thereby indicating he was well-off. The crewman said he believed the ship 
would be torpedoed during the crossing, and asked if he and Outcault could come to an agreement 
that the crewman would do everything to help him if that occurred. The crew member showed 
Outcault the location of his crew cabin, and assured him if anything happened, the crew member 
would be waiting in his cabin. No mention of a monetary reward for any service was included in this 
story. 
 
   

From page 175: 
 
Richard Outcault, Jr., finding his assigned lifeboat destroyed by an explosion, decided to make 
good on the promise of the British crewman on the Tuscania who had promised to assist him. Along 
the passageway that ran the entire length of the ship went Outcault in total darkness. Upon 
Outcault’s opening the door to the man’s cabin, there the crewman sat, waiting for him. Assured 
that “we have plenty of time,” the two sat for a bit, the crewman assuring him that he would just 
have to jump off onto the deck of another ship. As the two came on deck, a ship was coming 
alongside, but with the rough seas, the ships were banging together and bobbing up and down, 
reported Outcault’s son Peter Outcault. Outcault was ordered, “Don’t jump until I tell you to and try 
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to land exactly where I tell you to land.” Upon the command “jump now,” Outcault landed on the 
deck of the other ship (not identified). 
 
 

  
Obituary of Richard Felton Outcault – “Desert Sun” (Palm Springs CA) Friday 16 Jul 1976 p 2 
 

Wife: 
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“Brooklyn (NY) Times Union” Thursday 19 Feb 1920 p 9 
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“Chicago (IL) Tribune” Wednesday 11 Feb 1920 p 5 
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“New York Herald” Thursday 19 Feb 1920 p 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children: 
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obituary of son Richard Felton Outcault III (1924-1998), published in the “Los Angeles Times” 

Sunday 25 Jan 1998 p 99 – it & photo from Find A Grave 228172164 
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Obituary of son John Filer Outcault (1927-1998) – “Desert Sun” (Palm Springs CA) Tuesday 8 Dec 

1998 p 12 
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IL birth record of son Peter Martin Outcault (1934-    ) - 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/963K-D86  
 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/963K-D86
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Son Peter Martin Outcault is standing in the back row, 2nd from left – “Palm Springs (CA) Limelight-

News” Saturday 13 Jan 1940 p 11 
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Son Peter Martin Outcault - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/24085854/person/13948002788/media/0045c3b3-3b6a-4e44-af54-b90b247bf523  
 

 
 

Father: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/24085854/person/13948002788/media/0045c3b3-3b6a-4e44-af54-b90b247bf523
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/24085854/person/13948002788/media/0045c3b3-3b6a-4e44-af54-b90b247bf523
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Richard Felton Outcault, Sr. –  Left: Find A Grave 10336 – right: 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/24085854/person/1470541437/media/7e6188f6-
a90b-4d30-959d-7ba80e06904d 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/24085854/person/1470541437/media/7e6188f6-a90b-4d30-959d-7ba80e06904d
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/24085854/person/1470541437/media/7e6188f6-a90b-4d30-959d-7ba80e06904d
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Obituary of father Richard Felton Outcault Sr. – “Hanover (PA) Evening Sun” Wednesday 26 Sep 
1928 p 4 
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“Lebanon (PA) Daily News” Tuesday 2 Oct 1928 p 10 
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From Find A Grave 10336 for R.F. Outcault 
 

Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Mary Jane (“Mamie”) Martin Outcault, published in the “Desert Sun” (Palm 

Springs CA) 21 Dec 1945 p 6, also found on Find A Grave 85482362 
 

 
“Los Angeles Times” Friday 21 Dec 1945 p 22 

 
 

Sister: 
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Mary Jane Outcault Pershing, the namesake of “Mary Jane” shoes, and husband Frank Edwin 
Pershing, the nephew of General John Joseph (“Black Jack”) Pershing – Find A Grave 85486934 
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“Brooklyn (NY) Standard Union” Sunday 20 Mar 1921 p 1 
 

 
“Lincoln (NE) Journal Star” Thursday 24 Mar 1921 p 12 
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Wartime: 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7TKF-XXZM 

 

NY, WWI Army Card - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_0470-

00556?pId=442128  

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7TKF-XXZM
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“Brooklyn Times Union” Saturday 10 Aug 1918 p 3 
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“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Sunday 11 Aug 1918 p 43 
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The Town House & Bungalows, Palm Springs CA, 1936 – built & operated by Richard Felton 

Outcault Jr. & his brother-in-law, Frank Pershing – 
https://calisphere.org/item/ark:/21198/zz002d53t5/   

 

 
Town House, Palm Springs CA, 1936  -

https://dl.library.ucla.edu/islandora/object/edu.ucla.library.specialCollections.bartlett:2499 
 

https://calisphere.org/item/ark:/21198/zz002d53t5/
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Name:  Richard Felton Outcault, Jr. 
Name variations:  nickname: Dick  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 213th Aero Squadron to 27 Jun 1918, then 1107th Aero Squadron to 25 Nov 1918, then 
326th Aero Squadron – corporal 
Serial number:  250,106 
Entered service from:  New York NY  
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Richard F. Outcault, Jr. 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Richard F. Outcault, 245 Madison Ave., NY, NY  
Returned from war on: “Ascanius” Dec 1918 
Sailed on return ship as: Richard F. Outcault, Jr. 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Richard F. Outcault, 245 Madison Ave., Flushing NY (cpl, 
326th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Richard Felton Outcault Jr. – b. 2 Dec 1892 NY, NY; res: 245 
Madison Ave., Flushing, NY. Single. Foreman, A. J. Nash, Redding CT. Medium height & build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Flossmoor IL 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Richard Felton Outcault – b. 2 Dec 1892 NY, NY; res: 544 
Arenas Rd., Palm Springs, Riverside CA. NOK wife Mrs. Marjorie E. Outcault, same address. Self-
employed, Town House, Palm Springs, Riverside CA. “birthmark on left arm. Scar on right hip.” – 
Height” 5’10 ½” – 190 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  12 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  21 Dec 1918 
Address:  6839 Crandon Ave., Chicago IL 
Rank/unit:  corporal, 326th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  2 Dec 1892 Queens NY (or Manhattan, NY, NY)  
Died: 9 Jul 1976 Huntington Beach, Orange CA  
Find A Grave record:  
Burial location:   
Cemetery:   
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Richard Felton (“Dick”) Outcault, Sr., 14 Jan 1863 Lancaster, Fairfield OH – 25 Sep 1928 
Flushing, Queens NY. Known as R.F. Outcault. Son of Jesse Pugh Outcault & Catherine Ann Davis.  
Considered by many to be the father of the modern comic strip. He created “The Yellow Kid” and 
“Buster Brown.” Thomas Edison hired him as the official artist for his traveling exhibit of electric 
light displays, representing Edison in 1889 at the World’s Fair in Paris, France. He joined the staff of 
Joseph Pulitzer’s “New York World” in 1894. His Hogan’s Alley comic strip in the “World”’s Sunday 
supplement of 5 May 185 was the 1st appearance of a regular newspaper comic strip. William 
Randolph Hearst lured Outcault to his “New York Journal.” With two  “Yellow Kid” characters 
appearing in two rival newspapers, critics began calling this “Yellow Kid journalism” – leading to the 
phrase “yellow journalism” when “Kid” was dropped from the phrase. In 1900, R.F. left Hearst for 
the “New York Herald” where he introduced “Pore Lil Mose,” the 1st comic strip to feature a Black 
character.  “Buster Brown” debuted in the “New York Herald” in May 1902, with Buster dressed in 
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his Little Lord Fauntleroy outfit. Buster’s companion “Tige” was the 1st talking animal in a comic 
strip.  
Buried in Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Glendale, Los Angeles CA. 
Find A Grave:  10336 
 
Mother: Mary Jane (“Mamie”) Martin Outcault, 25 Aug 1870 Lancaster, Fairfield OH – 20 Dec 1945 
Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA. Daughter of William Latta Martin & Mary Ellen (Eleanor) Rising. Buried 
in Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Glendale, Los Angeles CA. 
Find A Grave:  85482361 
Parents’ marriage:  1890 
 
Spouse: Margaret Elizabeth (“Marjorie”) Filer Outcault, 19 Feb 1900 Dallas Co. TX – 4 Nov 1989 
Orange, Los Angeles CA. Daughter of George L. Filer & Anne Lee ---. Burial details unknown. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 228218846   
Marriage: 10 Feb 1920 Oak Park, Cook IL 
 
Children: 

• Richard Felton Outcault III, 24 Apr 1924 Cook Co. IL – 4 Jan 1998 Laguna Beach, Orange 
CA. Birth listed as 25 Apr 1924 in Cook Co. IL records. Married in 1948 to Rula Merle Jones 
(1923-2006, F: 228241114), the daughter of Ralph Harding Jones & Emma Merle Thomas.  
Burial details unknown. F: 228172164 

•   John Filer Outcault, 17 Jul 1927 Chicago, Cook IL – 27 Nov 1998 CA (after struck by a 
vehicle). His wife Francis Force Outcault died in 1989.  

• Peter Outcault, 20 Sep 1934 Chicago, Cook IL - . – Married 17 Apr 1960 in Clark Co. NV to 
Sandra Jane Hughes; divorced Mar 1967 in Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA. – Married 3 Jan 
1969 in Carson City NV to Helen E. Smith. – Resident of Huntington Beach CA, owner of 
Fast Draw Art Studio.  

 
Siblings:  

• Mary Jane Outcault Pershing, 19 Aug 1896 NY – 5 Mar 1996 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA. 
Namesake of “Mary Jane” shoes. She married in Manhattan NY on 19 Mar 1921 to Frank 
Edwin Pershing (1895-1980, F: 85486933), son of James Fletcher Pershing, the younger 
brother of WWI General Joseph Joseph (“Black Jack”) Pershing, commander of the 
American Expeditionary Forces. Mary Jane & Frank had a daughter, Mary Jane Pershing 
(1923-2004) who married Bernard George Coghlan (1918-1964). Mary Jane (Outcault) & 
Frank are buried in Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Glendale, Los Angeles CA. F: 85486934 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Chicago Tribune” 8 Feb 1918 p 3 – photo 
 
“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” 10 Feb 1918 p 5 – photo  
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“Pittsburgh Post-Gazette” 11 Aug 1918 p 12 – the original “Buster Brown” was injured a few weeks 
ago when his plane collided with 2 others several hundred feet above ground – same story with 
photo “Brooklyn Daily Eagle” 11 Aug 1918 p 43  
 
 
Post-war: 
 
in 1955, newspaper notes he is owner of Town House Hotel, Palm Springs CA & has been Palm 
Springs resident 18 yrs 
 
Obituary: 
 
“Desert Sun” 16 Jul 1976 obituary does not mention burial site, only memorial service 
 
Social Security number: 549-46-4046 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Manhattan, NY, NY – 453 St. Nicholas 
Richard F. Outcault, 38 OH, Jan 1862, father b. OH, mother b. NY, married 10 years, artist 
Mary J., 29 OH, Aug 1870, parents b. OH, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Richard F., 7 NY, Dec 1892, at school 
Mary J., 3 NY, Aug 1896 
 
1910 Queens, NY – 245 --- [probably Madison Ave.] 
R.F. Outcault [indexed as P.F. Ourcault], 47 OH, father b. OH, mother b. NJ, in 1st marriage, married 
19 years, artist, comic drawings 
Mary, 34 NY, parents b. OH, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Richard F., 17 NY 
Mary Jane, 13 NY 
& servant Annie Brennan, 31 Ireland, emigrated 1885, in employ of private family 
 
1920 Queens NY – 245 Madison Ave. – conducted 13 Jan 1920 
Richard F. Outcault, 57 OH, father b. OH, mother b. NJ, general, advertising 
Mary Jane, 49 OH, parents b. OH 
Richard F., 27 NY, single, general, advertising 
Mary Jane, 23 NY, actress, stage 
 
1930 Flossmoor, Cook IL – conducted 10 Apr 1930 
Ric F. Outcault [indexed as Ontcault], 37 NY, parents b. OH, age 28 at 1st marriage, advertising, own 
firm, WWI veteran 
Marjorie, 30 TX, father b. ME, mother b. TX 
Rich F., 5 IL 
John F., 2 years 8 months IL 
& mother-in-law Ann Filer, 52 TX, widow, parents b. TX, age 19 at 1st marriage 
 
1940 Palm Springs, Riverside CA – 544 Arenas – all residents of Chicago, Cook IL in 1935 
Richard F. Outcault, 47 NY, manager, hotel 
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Marjorie, 40 TX 
Richard F. Jr., 15 IL 
John F., 12 IL 
Peter M., 5 IL 
& mother-in-law Ann L. Filer, 62 TX, widow 
 


