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DISCLAIMER 

This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 

This document lacks 1950 census data. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

Otto, Arthur Herman 
1888 IN – 1957 WI 
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Arthur Herman Otto – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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Seymour History Bulletin, Spring /Summer 2021 - 

http://www.seymourhistory.org/upload/gallery/Newsletter%20Spring%20and%20Summer%20202
1%20Final.pdf 
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The Otto family – standing in back row (left to right): George August, Adeline (Lena) Emma, 

Arthur Herman, Annie Carrie, Henry Frederick – seated in front (left to right): Clarence 
Ferdinand, father Carsten, mother Ottilie Marie (Sonnenberg), Nettie Julia 
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The Otto family in Vesper WI – this identification appears accurate: from left: sister Adeline 

(Lena) Otto [later Falck], niece Edna Hurd, niece Florence Hurd, sister Nettie Otto [later 
Van Vuren], mother Ottilie Sonnenberg Otto, sister Annie Carrie Otto Hurd, father Carsten 

Otto, and himself, Arthur Herman Otto – found at: https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/110291617/person/130084379657/media/2320106c-aaa1-48ee-914c-

068fce4dc49d - this caption seems to have faulty identification for same photo:  
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/110291617/person/130079835203/media/de7353df-a105-4a7d-8fd4-
474318d7ff2a  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/110291617/person/130084379657/media/2320106c-aaa1-48ee-914c-068fce4dc49d
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/110291617/person/130084379657/media/2320106c-aaa1-48ee-914c-068fce4dc49d
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/110291617/person/130084379657/media/2320106c-aaa1-48ee-914c-068fce4dc49d
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/110291617/person/130079835203/media/de7353df-a105-4a7d-8fd4-474318d7ff2a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/110291617/person/130079835203/media/de7353df-a105-4a7d-8fd4-474318d7ff2a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/110291617/person/130079835203/media/de7353df-a105-4a7d-8fd4-474318d7ff2a
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Arthur Herman Otto is 3rd from the left - “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 16 Apr 

1947 p 28 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 21 Apr 1947 p 8 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 5 Feb 1951 p 26 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 4 Apr 1951 p 12 
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Obituary of Arthur Herman Otto – “Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Wednesday 7 Aug 1957 p 
12 
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 Obituary of Arthur Herman Otto - "Green Bay Press-Gazette" Wednesday 7 Aug 1957 p 18 – 



13 
 

 

  
 

Obituary of Arthur Herman Otto - “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 7 Aug 1957 p 16 
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https://billiongraves.com/grave/Arthur-H-Otto/14554487

 
 

https://billiongraves.com/grave/Arthur-H-Otto/14554487
https://billiongraves.com/grave/Arthur-H-Otto/14554487
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W9ZH-2HZM 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W9ZH-2HZM
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“Fox Lake (WI) Representative” Thursday 20 Sep 1917 p 1 
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“Fox Lake (WI) Representative” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 4 

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 7 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 12 Jun 1935 p 20 

 

 
“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Monday 9 Feb 1942 p 10 
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National Tuscania Survivors Association badges – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 

 

 
Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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National Tuscania Survivors Association membership certificate 5 Nov 1954 - Courtesy of Steven 

Schwartz of Renton WA 
 

 
Wisconsin Tuscania Survivors member 1955 – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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His Victory Medal shows involvement in battles – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 

 
 

 
Wife: 
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Obituary of wife Dorothy E. Bishop Otto (1890-1988) – “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Thursday 20 

Oct 1988 p 35 
 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 5 Jan 1920 p 8 
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Marriage “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 24 Jan 1920 p 7 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6319948:60722 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6319948:60722
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Arthur’s in-laws died within 2 days of each other – Fred Bishop on 25 Dec 1938 & Minnie 

(Kitchenmaster) Bishop on 27 Dec 1938 – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 28 Dec 1938 
p 7 

 
Father: 
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Carsten Otto (1851-1922) –  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/110291617/person/130079835203/media/25b59392-991f-435e-8e86-28a2a3a5b63d  

 

 
Naturalization 31 Oct 1876 Chicago Circuit Court, Cook Co. IL - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1629/images/31192_118233-
07463?pId=4899119  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/110291617/person/130079835203/media/25b59392-991f-435e-8e86-28a2a3a5b63d
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/110291617/person/130079835203/media/25b59392-991f-435e-8e86-28a2a3a5b63d
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1629/images/31192_118233-07463?pId=4899119
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1629/images/31192_118233-07463?pId=4899119
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“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Monday 19 Oct 1896 p 5 

 

 
“Marshfield (WI) News & Wisconsin Hub” Thursday 21 Oct 1897 p 1 
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“Wood County Reporter” (Grand Rapids WI) Thursday 12 May 1898 p 4 

 

 
From a history of Vesper WI – “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Saturday 4 Aug 1956 p 101 

 
 
 

Mother: 
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Ottilie Sonneberg Otto - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/110291617/person/130079835204/media/134fd1b7-d0da-4090-ab4e-f5f6fa6f9bab  
 

 
Obituary of mother Ottille Sonnenberg Otto - “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 9 Apr 1929 p 

10 
 

Siblings: 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/110291617/person/130079835204/media/134fd1b7-d0da-4090-ab4e-f5f6fa6f9bab
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/110291617/person/130079835204/media/134fd1b7-d0da-4090-ab4e-f5f6fa6f9bab
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Obituary of brother George August Otto (1875-1964) – “Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” 

Monday 22 Jun 1964 p 2 
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Funeral of sister Annie Carrie Otto Hurd (1877-1940) – “Racine (WI) Journal Times” Tuesday 10 Dec 

1940 p 10 
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Obituary of sister Annie Carrie Otto Hurd - “Racine (WI) Journal Times” Thursday 5 Dec 1940 p 4 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/334283969 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/334283969
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Obituary of Annie Carrie Otto Hurd’s husband Clarence Hurd – “Racine (WI) Journal Times” 

Thursday 5 Dec 1929 p 1 
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Brother Henry Frederick Otto (1873-1953) on his wedding day 27 Sep 1900 with Anna Olga Koebe - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/110291617/person/130079833354/media/c83a67d0-dad8-4d6d-9850-3d78fcfd83b9 –  
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Brother Henry Frederick Otto was a veteran of the Spanish-American War - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406273_0408-
01711?pId=688640  

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406273_0408-01711?pId=688640
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406273_0408-01711?pId=688640
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Henry & Anna’s wedding day 27 Sep 1900 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/110291617/person/130079833354/media/ff744d1c-6560-4a5f-bfe0-0c506c0908d5 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/110291617/person/130079833354/media/ff744d1c-6560-4a5f-bfe0-0c506c0908d5
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/110291617/person/130079833354/media/ff744d1c-6560-4a5f-bfe0-0c506c0908d5


38 
 

 

Is this his sister Otelia/Ottele Otto?  https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/219487:2552?ssrc=pt&tid=110291617&pid=130084379652 

 
 

 
Obituary of sister Adeline (Lena) Otto Falck (1883-1953) – “Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” 

Monday 8 Jun 1953 p 2 
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Sister Nettie Otto (1891-1965) & husband Clyde Van Vuren - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/110291617/person/130084379657/media/495297e2-bd4c-4fde-8f21-e724f2963aba 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/110291617/person/130084379657/media/495297e2-bd4c-4fde-8f21-e724f2963aba
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/110291617/person/130084379657/media/495297e2-bd4c-4fde-8f21-e724f2963aba


40 
 

 

  
Nettie Otto Van Vuren , ca. 1908 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/110291617/person/130084379657/media/4865a2db-b199-473b-82d7-6e49f34ebc7b 
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Obituary of sister Nettie (Nett) Otto Van Vuren – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 25 Jan 

1965 p 24 
 

 
Obituary of brother Clarence E. Otto (1893-1953) – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Friday 17 Apr 

1953 p 26 
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2nd marriage of brother Clarence Ferdinand Otto to Marion Elsie KEUNE (her surname misspelled in 

the headline but not the text - Jun 1940 in NYC  - this article says married Saturday, 29 Jun 1940 – 
“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Thursday 27 Jun 1940 p 4 
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This article said marriage occurred Thursday, 27 Jun 1940 NYC but the NY records indicate it was 

29 Jun 1940  - “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Friday 28 Jun 1940 p 11 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90301273:61788  

 

 
Obituary of Clarence’s 2nd wife, Marion Keune Otto – “Green Bay (WI) Press Gazette” Saturday 29 

Sep 1990 p 8 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90301273:61788
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Obituary of Clarence’s widow Marion Keune Otto (1905-1990) – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 

Saturday 29 Sep 1990 p 16 
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Obituary of Clarence Otto’s daughter Betty Otto Kubiak, by his 1st wife Stella Rupple Otto – “Green 

Bay (WI) Press Gazette” Monday 31 Oct 2016 p D7 
 

 
Clarence Otto, his parents (Mr. & Mrs. C. Otto), his future 1st wife (Stella Ruppel) & his sister (Nettie 

Otto Van Vuren) – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 8 May 1920 p 9 
 

 
Arthur’s sister Lena Otto Falck & husband Arthur Falck, his wife Dorothy Bishop Otto & his sister 

Nettie Otto Van Vuren attend the funeral of Clarence’s 1st wife, Stella/Estella Ruppel Otto – 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 13 Dec 1926 p 15 
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Name:  Arthur Herman Otto 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. D - cook 
Serial number:  251,169 
Entered service from:  Beaver Dam, Dodge WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Arthur H. Otto 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Carson Otto, 908 Spring St., Beaver Dam WI 
Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Arthur H. Otto 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Carson Otto, 908 N. Spring St., Beaver Dam WI (cook, Co. 
D, 107th Supply Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Arthur Herman Otto - b. 12 Apr 1888 Wanatah IN; res: 908 
N. Spring, Beaver Dam, Dodge WI. Single. Factory hand, Wis. Cabinet & Panel Co., New London WI. 
Medium height & build.  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 1939 NTSA: Box 162, Seymour WI - 1955 WI 
Survivors: N. Main St., Seymour WI 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Arthur Herman Otto b. 12 Apr 1888 Wanatah IN; res: 
Seymour, Outagamie WI. NOK Mrs. Arthur Otto, same address. Employed: self store, Seymour WI. 
Card signed A.H. Otto. Height: 5’10” – 148 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Jul 1917 
Discharged:  29 May 1919 
Address:  Seymour WI 
Rank/unit:  cook, Co. C, 107th Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 12 Apr 1888 Wanatah, LaPorte IN (obit: 1 Apr 1888 Chicago, Cook IL)  
Died: 6 Aug 1957 (not Nov) Green Bay, Brown WI (in a Green Bay hospital)     
Find A Grave record:  239397073 (and BillionGraves 14554487) – presence on Tuscania indicated in 
text 
Burial location:  Appleton, Outagamie WI 
Cemetery:  Appleton Highland Memorial Park 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Carsten Frederick Otto, 27 Feb 1851 Steenfeld, Dithmarschen, Schleswig-Holstein, 
Germany – 26 Dec 1922 Seymour, Outagamie WI. Name frequently appears as Carson Otto. Son of 
Hans Otto & Catharina Goetsch. Buried in Emmanuel Lutheran Cemetery, Seymour, Outagamie 
WI. 
Find A Grave:  144679337 
 
Mother: Ottilie/Ottilia Marie Sonnenberg (Sonnenburg) Otto, 1854 (Find A Grave record) or 27 Jun 
1852 Germany or Czarnikau, Posen, Wielkopolskie, Poland (then part of Germany) – 4 Apr 1929 
Seymour, Outagamie WI. Daughter of Johann Friedrick Sommerfeld/Sonnenberg & Hanna Justine 
Rosine Liermann. Buried in Emmanuel Lutheran Cemetery, Seymour, Outagamie WI. 
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Find A Grave:  144679311 
Parents’ marriage:  3 Nov 1873 IN 
 
Spouse: Dorothy E. Bishop Otto, 10 Jan 1890 Cecil, Shawano WI – 19 Oct 1988 Seymour, 
Outagamie WI. SSN 393-09-4764. Daughter of Fred H. Bishop (1855-1938, F: 60322826) & Minnie C. 
Kitchenmaster (1861-1938, F: 60322825). Her father died on Christmas (25 Dec 1938) & her mother 
2 days later (27 Dec 1938).  Buried in Appleton Highland Memorial Park, Appleton, Outagamie WI 
Spouse Find A Grave:  239397281 and BillionGraves 14554488-  
https://billiongraves.com/grave/Dorothy-E-Otto/14554488 
Marriage: 10 Jan 1920 (Dorothy’s 30th birthday) in Seymour, Outagamie WI, at the home of Arthur’s 
sister Adeline (Lena) Otto Falck & her husband Arthur Falck. 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Henry Frederick Otto, 26 Dec 1873 Wanatah, La Porte IN – 22 Jun 1953 La Crosse, La 
Crosse WI. Veteran of the Spanish-American War. On 27 Sep 1900 married in Merrill, 
Lincoln WI to Anna Olga Koebe (1877-1965, F: 185472560). Buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, 
La Crosse, La Crosse WI. F: 185472393 

• George August Otto, 26 Aug 1875 Chicago, Cook IL – 20 Jun 1964 Wisconsin Rapids, Wood 
WI. Married on 19 Jun 1901 to Kate Permelia Bender (1877-1957, F: 103079054). Buried in 
Forest Hill Cemetery, Wisconsin Rapids, Wood WI. F: 103079053 

• Annie Carrie Otto Hurd, 27 Nov 1877 Chicago, Cook IL – 3 Dec 1940 Madison, Dane WI 
(Wisconsin General Hospital). Wife of Clarence Hurd (1875-1929, F: 219215130). In the 
1900 census for Union Grove, Racine WI, Annie C. Hurd lives with husband Clarence Hurd 
(24) & daughters Florence A. Hurd (4) & Edna J. Hurd (1). Buried in Union Grove Memorial 
Cemetery, Union Grove, Racine WI. F: 112007097. 

• Emily/Emma Otto, ca. 1877 IL (1880 census). Believe this is Annie Carrie Otto. She is not 
the Emma Otto (1877-1924) claimed on Ancestry.com family trees, because she was born 
Emma Buechel/Buchel, wife of Henry Otto (F: 65627479).   

• Ottele Otto, 22 Oct 1879 Chicago, Cook IL. Her birth record lists her as the daughter of 
Carsten Otto & Odelia Sonenburg. According to this Ancestry.com family tree, she married 
William Keppler & died in 1938 in Cook Co. IL.  However, this Ottelia Otto Keppler (F: 
31405412) has the maiden name of Baltzer on her Find A Grave record, or is the daughter of 
Frederick OTT. (https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/110291617/person/130084379652/facts) Or is she the Otelia Amanda 
Otto who died 14 Jan 1881 in Chicago, Cook IL & is buried in Wunder Cemetery? 

• Adeline Emma (Lena) Otto Falck, 1 Nov 1883 Chicago, Cook IL – 29 May 1953 Green Bay, 
Brown WI. Wife of Arthur M. Falck (1883-1958, F: 60916135). Buried in Emmanuel Lutheran 
Cemetery, Seymour, Outagamie WI. F: 60916380 

• Nettie Julia (“Nett”) Otto Van Vuren, 15 Nov 1891 Union Grove, Racine WI – 24 Jan 1965 
Green Bay, Brown WI. Wife of Clyde A. Van Vuren (1893-1953, F: 60322696). Buried in 
Seymour Cemetery, Seymour, Outagamie WI. F: 60322695 

• Clarence Ferdinand Otto, 2 Dec 1893 Union Grove, Racine WI – 15 Apr 1953 King, Waupaca 
WI (in veterans’ facility). – On 3 Aug 1920 in Dodge Co. WI, Clarence married Estella 
(Estelle/Stella) Frances Rupple (Rupple). She was the daughter of William Ruppel (1858-
1936, F: 10080317) & Anna Immerfall (1861-1950, F: 10080318). Her WI birth record spells 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/110291617/person/130084379652/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/110291617/person/130084379652/facts
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her surname Rupple. Buried as Estella Otto, she was born 13 Dec 1893 in Beaver Dam, 
Dodge WI & died Dec 1926 in Beaver Dam, Dodge WI. Estella is buried in Oakwood 
Cemetery, Beaver Dam, Dodge WI, F: 10004484. According to the obituary of their 
daughter, Betty Otto Kubiak, copied above, after Stella’s death in 1926, Betty, age 2, went 
to live in Seymour WI with her “Aunt Nett” & uncle Clyde Van Vuren. – Clarence married on 
29 Jun 1940 in NYC, NY to Marion Elsie Keune, the daughter of Alfred Gottlieb Keune (1871-
1950, F: 98958249) & Mary Louise Mill (1874-1921, F: 98958251). Marion was born 29 Oct 
1905 in Cleveland, Manitowoc WI & died 28 Sep 1990 in Fort Wayne, Allen IN. she is buried 
with her parents in Emmanuel Lutheran Cemetery, Seymour, Outagamie WI, F: 144636717 
– Clarence is buried in Central Wisconsin Veterans Memorial Cemetery, King, Waupaca WI. 
F: 53124948  

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune" 9 Feb 1942 p 10 - NTSA reunion held in Wisconsin Rapids WI. 
Survivors William Ruechel (Shawano Co. WI), Laurel Conat (New London WI) & Arthur H. Otto 
(Seymour WI) saw each other for the 1st time since the war (WWI).  
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Green Bay Press-Gazette" Wednesday 7 Aug 1957 p 18 - Art Otto, age 69, of 456 N. Main St., 
Seymour WI, worked at Fairmont Creamery Co. in Seymour several years. In 1940 he opened his 
own clothing store in Seymour WI which he operated for 5 years until his retirement. WWI Army 
veteran, Tuscania survivor, member of American Legion Post (Seymour WI. Born Chicago IL 1 Apr 
1888, came to Seymour with parents at age 15. Married Dorothy Bishop 10 Jan 1920. Funeral 
services in Seymour WI (no date). Burial in Highland Memorial (Appleton) with Legion rites. Survived 
by wife, sister, brother George.  
 
 
Social Security number: 398-24-2246 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Chicago, Cook IL – 251 Clark – conducted 19 Jun 1880 
Carson Otto, 29 Germany, parents b. Germany, salesman 
Ottele, 25 Prussia, parents b. Prussia, keeping house 
Henery, 6 IN 
George, 5 IL 
Emily, 3 IL 
Ottele, 8 months IL 
 
1900 Sherry township, Vesper, Wood Co. WI 
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Carson Otto, 46 Germany, Feb 1852, parents b. Germany, married 25 years, emigrated 1870, in US 
for 30 years, naturalized, creamery superintendent 
Owtalie, 49 Germany, Jun 1857, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1871, in US for 29 years, gave birth 
to 7 children, 7 are living 
Lena, 18 IL, Nov 1882 
Arthur, 12 IN, Apr 1888, at school 
Nettie, 9 WI, Nov 1891, at school 
Clarare, 7 WI, Dec 1898, at school 
 
1905 WI state census – Seymour, Outagamie WI 
George Otto, 29 IL, parents b. Germany, buttermaker [head of household] 
Kate Otto, 27 WI, father b. NY, mother b. Germany [wife] 
Arthur Otto, 17 IN, parents b. Germany, buttermaker [brother] 
 
1920 Seymour, Outagamie WI – fellow boarder with future wife Dorothy Bishop 
Arthur Tolk, 36 WI, manager, electric light co. 
Lina Tolk, 35 IL [wife] 
Verne Tolk, 8 WI [daughter] 
Rogeine Tolk, 6 WI [daughter] 
& boarders: 
Arthur Otto, 31 IN, father b. Holstein, Germany; mother b. Romanshoff, Germany; single, merchant 
retail, produce 
Dorothy Bishop, 28 WI, parents b. US, single, saleslady, dry goods  
 
1930 Seymour, Outagamie WI 
Arthur Otto, 41 WI, parents b. Germany, age 31 at 1st marriage, creamery, receiving?/reserving? 
clerk, WWI veteran 
Dorothy, 40 WI, parents b. Germany, age 30 at 1st marriage 
 
1940 Seymour, Outagamie WI – same house in 1935 
Arthur H. Otto, 52 IN, cream operator, cream station 
Dorthy E., 50 WI, sales lady, dry goods store 
 


