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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 
 

Oplinger, Roy Hobart 
1896 PA – 1971 PA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/48299323/person/28215331682/media/b68e93fe-512e-45e3-81d2-

bcc2009d0c05?_phsrc=hFB41066&_phstart=successSource  

 
Obituary of Roy Hobart Oplinger – “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Thursday 7 Oct 1971 p 9 

 

 
“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Saturday 9 Oct 1971 p 21 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/48299323/person/28215331682/media/b68e93fe-512e-45e3-81d2-bcc2009d0c05?_phsrc=hFB41066&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/48299323/person/28215331682/media/b68e93fe-512e-45e3-81d2-bcc2009d0c05?_phsrc=hFB41066&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/48299323/person/28215331682/media/b68e93fe-512e-45e3-81d2-bcc2009d0c05?_phsrc=hFB41066&_phstart=successSource
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“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Tuesday 19 Oct 1971 p 31 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MS-

8QLT?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW3CD-YD3Z 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1967/images/31501_B018422-

00455?pId=1023530 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1967/images/31501_B018422-00455?pId=1023530
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1967/images/31501_B018422-00455?pId=1023530
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_182029006040_0939-

03095?pId=352073 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_182029006040_0939-03095?pId=352073
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_182029006040_0939-03095?pId=352073
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Sale following his death – “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Saturday 13 Nov 1971 p 19 
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Application to join National Tuscania Survivors Association – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of 

Renton WA 
 

Wartime: 
 

 
Cherryville PA news – “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Wednesday 5 Dec 1917 p 12 

 

 
“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Thursday 17 Jan 1918 p 15 
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“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 5 
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“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 5 
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“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Monday 11 Mar 1918 p 2 
 
 

 
“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Monday 11 Mar 1918 p 9 
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“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Thursday 14 Mar 1918 p 5 
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“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Thursday 28 Mar 1918 p 10 
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“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Saturday 13 Apr 1918 p 15 

 

 
“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Saturday 26 Oct 1918 p 14 
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Cherryville PA news – “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Thursday 13 Mar 1919 p 12 

 
 

 
Danielsville PA news – “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Saturday 5 Apr 1919 p 12 
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“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Thursday 10 Jul 1919 p 5 
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The Tuscania has somehow merged with the Lusitania to become the Luscania – there were 215 

casualties – “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Monday 7 Feb 1927 p 14 
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“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Sunday 14 Mar 1943 p 8 
 

Life: 
 

 
“Allentown (PA) Democrat” Friday 10 Mar 1916 p 7 

 

 
Is this him? – “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Thursday 17 Aug 1916 p 12 

 
 

 
“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Wednesday 13 Apr 1921 p 14 

 

 
“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Wednesday 18 May 1921 p 14 

 
 

Wife: 
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Obituary of wife Eva C. Fenstermaker Oplinger – “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Sunday 18 Aug 1991 

p 10 
 

Father: 
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Obituary of father Adam A. Oplinger – the “son” David E. Oplinger mentioned is actually Adam’s 

brother (1869-1964, F: 43729044) - “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Monday 14 Apr 1958 p 18 
 

 
“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Thursday 11 Aug 1904 p 6 

 

 
“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Friday 22 Jun 1906 p 8 

 



28 
 

 

 
“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Tuesday 26 Jun 1906 p 5 

 
Mother: 

 

 
Obituary of mother Edna Frances Treichler Oplinger – “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Thursday 29 

Dec 1938 p 7 
 

  
 
Name:  Roy Hobart Oplinger 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,003  
Entered service from:  Cherryville, Northampton PA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Roy H. Oplinger  
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Adam Oplinger, Cherryville PA 
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Returned from war on: "Mexican" Feb 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Roy H. Oplinger (Fold3 indexed as Roy A. Oplinger, but it is the correct 
Roy H. Oplinger on the original form) 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Adam Oplinger, Cherryville PA (cpl, 158th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Roy Hobart Oplinger - b. 8 May 1896 Lehigh Twp PA; 
res: RFD 2, Walnutport, Northampton PA. Single. Laborer for New Jersey Zinc Co., Palmerton PA. 
Tall in height, medium build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Rural Rte 2, Walnutport PA 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Roy H. Opllinger - b. 8 May 1896 Danielsville PA; res: 
Rt. 1, Lehigh Twp, Northampton PA. NOK Arthur Longenbach, Rt 1, Northampton PA. Employed by 
Bethlehem Steel Co., Bethlehem, Northampton PA. “left arm crooked” – Height: 5’9” – 165 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  1 Aug 1917 
Discharged:  23 Jan 1918 [the day before he sailed on Tuscania – unlikely] and 19 Mar 1919 
Address:  Walnutport PA 
Rank/unit:  corporal, 158th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 8 May 1896 Danielsville, Northampton PA  
Died: 6 Oct 1971 Northampton, Northampton PA (in Northampton Hospital)    
Find A Grave record: 136137130 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Slatedale, Lehigh PA 
Cemetery:  Slatedale 
Tombstone:  Cpl. 158 Aero Sq. W.W.I 
 
Father:  Adam A. Oplinger, 28 Aug 1971 Danielsville, Northampton PA – 12 Apr 1958 Lehigh, 
Northampton PA. Son of James Oplinger & Susanna A. Easterday. Buried in Danielsville 
Union Cemetery, Danielsville, Northampton PA. 
Find A Grave:  144212054 
 
Mother: Edna Frances Treichler Oplinger, 7 Sep 1867 Kresgeville, Monroe PA – 28 Dec 1938 
Walnutport, Northampton PA. Daughter of Edward F. Treichler & Alavesta Muffley Keller. 
Buried in Danielsville Union Cemetery, Danielsville, Northampton PA. 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  13 Apr 1895 Northampton Co. PA 
 
Spouse: Eva Cora Fenstermaker, 5 Oct 1897 Moore township, Northampton PA – 16 Aug 
1991 Northampton Co. PA. SSN 162-24-4896. Daughter of John Fenstermaker (1856-1931, 
F: 144341182 & Ella Menda Schlegel (1862-1903, F: 144341116). Baptized 19 Dec 1897 in 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Bushkill Center, Northampton Co. PA. Died in Sacred Heart 
Hospital, a resident of 840 N. Summit Rd., Bath PA. Buried in Slatedale Cemetery, 
Slatedale, Lehigh PA. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 136137227   
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Marriage: between 1930 censuses (when both were single & living with parents) & 1940, 
when they were a married couple 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  
 
Notes:  
 
There are numerous men named “Roy Oplinger” in Pennsylvania.  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Thursday 2 Aug 1917 p 7 – Among those who enlisted in the 
aviation corps: Roy H. Oplinger of Cherryville PA 
 
"Philadelphia (PA) Inquirer" 19 Mar 1918 p 2 – in Roy Oplinger’s letter to his uncle, Amandes W. 
Lerch, of Cherryville PA dated 13 Feb, he describes the Tuscania sinking. Roy was the only 1 who 
knew how to row on his raft with 8 men. Was on raft 90 minutes. He saved the gold watch his 
mother gave him but it was damaged by salt water. 
 
Numerous letters of his appear in 1918 newspapers:  
 
"Allentown (PA) Morning Call" 9 Feb 1918 p 5 – resident of Cherryville, Northampton PA. Entered 
service Jul 1917. Only son of Adam Oplinger of Cherryville; nephew of well-known undertaker 
William Oplinger near Rossard's Corner. Roy was home on a 1-week furlough less than a month 
ago. He left Cherryville for NY.  
 
Letter to Miss Irene Oplinger (Danielsville PA) & her mother, dated Winchester England 14 Feb 
1918. He figured they had read of the ship, as it must have been in papers worldwide. He floated on 
a raft 1-1/2 hours; not at all comfortable struggling in water at this time of year. He can still hear the 
shock when the torpedo hit. The only water travel he wants to do in the future is to go home after 
the Kaiser is dealt with. 
 
"Allentown (PA) Morning Call" 11 Mar 1918 p 2 - letter to parents, from Winchester, England, dated 
12 Feb 1918. Again he remarks that Tuscania was the very 1st troopship torpedoed. He was on 
deck after supper when the torpedo hit. Gives praise to British Navy. He & 7 others floated on a raft 
1-1/2 hours. Was picked up by British patrol boat & taken to Larne, Ireland. Received Red Cross 
help, was treated much better than in his hometown 
 
“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 13 Apr 1918 p 15 - letter to Miss Lillian Schaeffer of Aquashicola asks 
her to send newspaper coverage of Tuscania. 
 
Post-war: 
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Obituary: 
 
"Allentown (PA) Morning Call" 7 Oct 1971 p 9 – died at age 75. Resident of Rte. 1, Pennsville, 
Northampton Co. PA. Auto mechanic for 45 years before he retired 1954. His wife Eva C. 
(Fenstermaker) is his only immediate survivor. Born Danielsville PA, the only son of Adam A. & Edna 
F. (Treichler) Oplinger. Funeral 9 Oct 1971. 
 
“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 9 Oct 1971 p 21 – died at age 75 years, 4 months, 18 days. Burial in 
Slatedale. 
 
“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 19 Oct 1971 p 31 - card of thanks from widow, includes thanks to 
American Legion  
 
Social Security number: 179-18-6406 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Whitehall, Lehigh PA 
Adam ABELINGER [also appears to read OPELINGER], 28 PA, Aug 1871, parents b. PA, 
married 5 years, laborer, cement work 
Edna, 32 PA, Sep 1867, parents b. PA, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
Roy H., 4 PA, May 1896 
 
110 Lehigh, Northampton PA 
Adam A. Oplinger, 39 PA, parents b. PA, in 1st marriage, married 15 years, millman, slate factory 
Edna E., 42 PA, parents b. PA, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
Roy H., 13 PA 
 
1920 Lehigh, Northampton PA 
Adam A. Oplinger, 48 PA, parents b. PA, farmer, own farm 
Edna F., 52 PA, parents b. PA 
Roy H., 23 PA, single, laborer, NJ Zinc Co. 
 
1930 Lehigh, Northampton PA 
Adam A. Oplinger, 58 PA, parents b. PA, age 23 at 1st marriage 
Edna F., 62 PA, parents b. PA, age 27 at 1st marriage 
Roy H., 33 PA, single, garage man, garage, WWI veteran 
 
1930 Moore, Northampton PA – his future wife 
John Fenstermaker, 74 PA, parents b. PA, married (?), married at age 19, carpenter, contractor 
Eva C., 31 PA, parents b. PA, single [daughter] 
 
1940 Lehigh, Northampton PA – same house in 1935 
Adam A. Oplinger, 68 PA, widowed, farmer, farm 
Roy, 43 PA, married, mechanic, garage [son] 
Eva, 42 PA, married [daughter-in-law] 
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