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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

Olson, William Richard 
1898 SD – 1987 AZ 
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The Olson family, estimated year: 1921 – father Kristofferson Nels Olson in front row, far 

left & mother Clara Carlson Olson in front row at far right  - William was the 2nd-oldest son, 
Stuart & Gail the 2 youngest sons - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/174695451/person/272265988385/media/b229bf93-d47b-4a29-80a9-
6b7f1164e2d1 

 
“Grand Junction (CO) Daily Sentinel” Saturday 2 May 1987 p 7 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7B2Z-Z9W2 

 
Wife: 

 

 
MT marriage record of William Richard Olson & Louise Elizabeth Gurwell 6 Dec 1934 in Glendive, 

Dawson MT - https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61578/images/48279_555286-
00855?pId=228779  

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61578/images/48279_555286-00855?pId=228779
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61578/images/48279_555286-00855?pId=228779
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Wedding of William Richard Olson & Louise Gurwell in Glendive, Dawson MT on 6 Dec 1934 – 

“Billings (MT) Gazette” Sunday 16 Dec 1934 p 18 
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“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Saturday 22 Dec 1934 p 3 

 
 

Father: 
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MT death record of father Kristoffer Nels Olson, with burial in Stanley WI - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5437/images/47791_1220706333_0379-
00176?pId=846070 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5437/images/47791_1220706333_0379-00176?pId=846070
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5437/images/47791_1220706333_0379-00176?pId=846070
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Obituary of father Kristoffer Nels Olson – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Tuesday 17 May 1949 p 3 
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“Neenah (WI) News-Record” Thursday 12 May 1949 p 2 

 
 
 

Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Clara Carlson Olson –  says survived by 6 sons but only names 5, omitting 

Walter - “Eau Claire (WI) Leader Telegram” Friday 10 May 1929 p 10 
 

Siblings: 
 

 
Marriage of brother Casper Norton Olson (1894-1969) to Edna Braemer – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-

Telegram” Saturday 3 Apr 1926 p 3 
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Obituary of brother Casper Norton Olson – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Monday 15 Dec 1969 p 32 
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Marriage of sister Mollie Fern Olson (1896-1955) to Walter Fredrick Otto Hassenstab – “Eau Claire 

(WI) Leader-Telegram” Thursday 10 Jan 1929 p 11 
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Obituary of brother Newell Ernest Olson (1900-1980) – “Fresno (CA) Bee” Tuesday 1 Jul 1980 p 22 
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Marriage of sister Nora Florence Olson (1903-1995) to Lloyd V. Clark on 23 Jan 1932 in Chippewa 

Falls, Chippewa WI – “Albion (NE) Argus” Thursday 28 Jan 1932 p 1 
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Marriage of brother Stuart Arnold Olson (1908-1986) – widower - to widow Barbara Patricia 

Lovegren Rigg on 17 Nov 1979 in Yellowstone Co. MT – 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61478/images/47792_554371-

00932?pId=194002 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61478/images/47792_554371-00932?pId=194002
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61478/images/47792_554371-00932?pId=194002
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Marriage of Stuart Arnold Olson to 1st wife, D’Arline Carrico – “Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Thursday 22 

May 1941 p 2 
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Obituary of brother Stuart Arnold Olson – “Billings (MT) Gazette” Friday 7 Feb 1986 p 6 
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MT death record of Stuart Arnold Olson - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5437/images/47791_302022005556_0066-
00489?pId=1264922  

 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5437/images/47791_302022005556_0066-00489?pId=1264922
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5437/images/47791_302022005556_0066-00489?pId=1264922
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            -  
Name:  William Richard Olson 
Name variations:  nickname “Bill”  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Supply Co. A - corporal 
Serial number:  250,948 
Entered service from:  Stanley, Chippewa WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William Richard Olson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Christ Olson, Stanley WI 
Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: William R. Olson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Christ N. Olson, Stanley WI (cpl, Co. A, 107th Supply 
Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as William Richard Olson - b. 22 Apr 1898 Veblin [sic] 
SD; res: 5216 Western Ave., Omaha, Douglas NE. NOK R.L. Gebert, c/o Montgomery Ward, St. Paul 
MN. Employed by Montgomery Ward & Co., 16th & Howard, Omaha, Douglas NE. Height: 6’1” – 190 
lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Jul 1917 
Discharged:  29 May 1919 
Address:  224 E. 6th Ave., Stanley WI 
Rank/unit:  corporal, Co. A, 107th Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 22 Apr 1898 Veblen, Marshall SD - (ca. 1899 SD in 1920 census, Stanley WI) - b. 1900 Veblen, 
Marshall SD (marriage record) - b. Apr 1898 SD (1900 census)  
Died: 1 May 1987 Tempe, Maricopa AZ (died at the Friendship Village Health Center, where he lived, 
after a lengthy illness)   
Find A Grave record:  
Burial location:  obituary says "private funeral services" in AZ 
Cemetery:   
Tombstone:  
 
Father: Kristoffer (Chris/Christ) Nels Olson, 16 Feb 1855 West Prairie, Vernon WI -  10 May 
1949 Glendive, Dawson MT. Son of Nels Olson & Anne Olsdatter. Buried in Evergreen 
Cemetery, Stanley, Chippewa WI. 
Find A Grave:  180297146 
 
Mother: Clara Carlson Nelson, 8 May 1876 Franklin, Renville MN – 4 May 1929 Stanley, 
Chippewa WI. Daughter of Karenus Carlson & Stena/Stina Johnson; she outlives both her 
parents. Buried in Evergreen Cemetery, Stanley, Chippewa WI. 
Find A Grave:  180297148 
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Parents’ marriage:  1894 
 
Spouse: Louise Elizabeth Gurwell Olson, 3 Feb 1908 Russell, Lucas IA – Mar 1983 Phoenix, 
Maricopa AZ. SSN 523-64-6541. Daughter of Edgar Erastus Gurwell (1868-1954, F: 31482831) & 
Sarah (Sadie) Harriet Foster (1872-1952, F: 31482893).   
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 6 Dec 1934 Glendive, Dawson MT, in the parsonage of the Methodist Church. – “Billings 
(MT) Gazette” Sunday 16 Dec 1934 p 9 – marriage license issued to William Richard Olson of 
Billlings MT & Louise Gurwell of Chariton IA, on 6 Dec 1934, in Glendive MT 
 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: William was the 3rd child. 

• Caspar Newton Olson, 22 Jul 1894 Milnor, Sargent ND – 13 Dec 1969 King, Waupaca WI (in 
the veterans’ home). Married 27 Mar 1926 in Winnebago Co. WI to Edna M. Braemer (1902-
1966, F: 202041504). Buried in Oak Hill Cemetery, Neenah, Winnebago WI. F: 202041578 

• Mollie Fern Olson Hassenstab, 22 Jan 1896 ND – 8 Feb 1955 Redwood Co. MN. Married 12 
Jan 1929 to Walter Fredrick Otto Hassenstab (1896-1976, F: 19o1843063). Buried in 
Redwood Falls Cemetery, Redwood Falls, Redwood MN. F: 191843062 

• Newell Ernest Olson, 5 Apr 1900 Veblen, Marshall SD – 30 Jun 1980 Tulare Co. CA. SSN 561-
24-0261. Husband of Verna Selleck. – “Santa Cruz (CA) Evening News” Tuesday 8 Jul 1930 p 
6 – marriage license issued to Newell Ernest Olson, age 30 & Verna Sellect, age 19, both of 
King City CA.  

• Walter A. Olson, 25 Sep 1901 Veblen, Marshall SD – Jun 1972. SSN 328-01-2823. Baptized 
13 Oct 1901 in Palestine Lutheran Church, Veblen, Marshall SD. His baptismal record was 
read with a middle name of “Elviro” (Alvin?). When he registered for the WWII draft, he 
listed his next-of-kin as Dr. S.A. Olson of Glendive MT. He was employed by Mary Gallagher, 
Rockford School of Business, 310 Mulberry St., Rockford IL & resided at 624 N. Main St., 
Rockford IL. - Social Security reports his last residence was Rockford IL.  

• Stuart Arnold Olson, 26 Nov 1908 Lang, Saskatchewan, Canada – 5 Feb 1986 Glendive, 
Dawson MT. Medical doctor/surgeon. Died on the 68th anniversary of the sinking of 
Tuscania. First wife was D’Arline E. Carrico (1917-1976, F: 91724677) whom he married on 
17 May 1941 in the Lutheran church at Glendive, Dawson MT. Following her death, Stuart 
married Barbara Patricia Lovegren Rigg, the widow of Richard Rigg, daughter of LeRoy E. 
Lovegren & Grayce Ryan, on 17 Nov 1979 in Yellowstone Co. MT. Buried with D’Arline in 
Dawson County Cemetery, Glendive, Dawson MT. F: 91724690 

• Gail Newman Olson, 10 Feb 1913 Lang, Saskatchewan, Canada – 27 Mar 1998. SSN 507-
01-2232. Husband of Elsie Choura (1920-2002, F: 6376607). Resident of LaGrange IL in Jan 
1987. Buried in Chapel Hill Gardens West, Oakbrook Terrace, DuPage IL. F: 198650305 

• Nora Olson Clark, 11 Oct 1903 SD – 5 Nov 1995. SSN 508-32-7385. Baptized 15 Nov 1903 in 
Palestine Lutheran Church, Veblen, Marshall SD. Wife of Lloyd Vernon Clark (1 Feb 1906 – 4 
Mar 2000, F: 230950787). Resident of Omaha NE in Jan 1987. Buried in Westlawn-Hillcrest 
Memorial Park, Omaha, Douglas NE. F: 230950602 

 
Notes:  
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Pre-war: 
 
Graduate of WI State Teachers College (Whitewater WI). Attended U of WI, Madison. 
Taught school before managing Montgomery Ward stores. 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Grand Junction (CO) Daily Sentinel" 2 May 1987 p 7 - d. 1 May 1987, b. 22 Apr 1898 SD, age 89, 
former manager of the Montgomery Ward store in Grand Junction CO. Survived by sister Nora Clark 
(Omaha NE) & brother Gail Olson (La Grange IL), private funeral services in AZ.  
 
Social Security number:  330-09-9612 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Veblen, Marshall SD 
Cris N. Olson, 39 WI, Feb 1861, parents b. Norway, married 6 years, farmer 
Clara, 24 MN, May 187, father b. Norway, mother b. Sweden, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are 
living 
Casper, 5 ND, Jul 1894 
Mollie, 4 ND, Jan 1896 
William, 2 SD, Apr 1898 
Newell, 1 month SD, Apr 1900 
& George Irish, 27 MN, Aug 1872, parents b. Ireland, farm laborer 
 
1906 Qu’Appelle, South Qu’Appelle No. 157, Saskatchewan, Canada 
Clara Olson, 30 US 
Nora, 2 US 
Willie, 8 US 
Casper, 12 US 
Mollie, 10 US 
Newell, 6 US 
Walter, 4 US 
 
1911 Canada Census - Regina Sub-District 72-91 [district 35A, Saskatchewan, Canada 
Christ Olson, 53 US, Feb 1858, parents b. Norway 
Clara, 35 US, May 1876 
Kasper, 17 US, Jul 1894 
William, 13 US, Apr 1898 
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Newell, 11 US, Apr 1900 
Walter, 9 US, Sep 1902 
Stewart, 3 Saskatchewan, Nov 1908 
Mollie, 15 US, Jan 1896 
Nora, 8 US, Oct 1903 
 
1920 Stanley, Chippewa WI – Fifth Ave. 
Chris N. Olson, 64 WI, parents b. Norway, retired farmer 
Clara, 43 MN, parents b. Norway 
Molly, 23 ND, bookkeeper, department store 
William R., 21 SD 
Newell, 19 SD, clerk, drug store 
Walter, 17 SD 
Nora, 16 SD 
Stuart, 11 Canada 
Gail, 6 Canada 
 
1930 Stevens Point, Portage WI – 703 Normal Ave. 
William R. Olson, 31 SD, father b. WI, mother b. ND, manager, dry goods store 
Walter A. Olson, 28 SD, father b. WI, mother b. ND, personal (?) director, insurance office [brother] 
Lloyd H. Iverson, 26 MN, parents b. MN, statistician, insurance office [boarder] 
 
1940 Billings, Yellowstone MT – 1114 --- - resident of Wichita KS in 1935 
William R. Olson, 42 SD, manager, department store 
Louise E., 32 IA 
 
 


