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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
   

Olson, Peder 
1891 Norway – 1951 OR 
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Peder Olson committed suicide by jumping into the Willamette River near the Morrison Street 

bridge in Portland, Multnomah OR at 1 p.m. on 14 May 1951 – OR death record, found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/593455:61675  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/593455:61675
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7BL3-D6N2 

 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:78K2-YDW2  

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7BL3-D6N2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:78K2-YDW2
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1615474:2590  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1615474:2590
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Declaration of intent to become a citizen 10 Dec 1917 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/46449:2530  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/46449:2530
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/46449:2530
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12714504:60901 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12714504:60901
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/2308676:8750 

 
     Siblings: 

 

 
Marriage of brother Olaf H. Olson to Ella Johnson 11 Jul 1910 – “Bottineau (ND) Courant” Friday 22 

Jul 1910 p 5 
 
 

Name:  Peder Olson 



9 
 

 

Name variations:  Peter Olson  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private  
Serial number:  250,378 
Entered service from:  Leeds, Benson ND 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Peter Olson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: brother Olaf Olson, Leeds ND 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Peder Olson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: brother Olaf Olson, Leeds ND (pvt, 16th Co, 20th Engrs) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Peter Olson - b. 8 Aug 1891 near Christain (Christiana), 
Norway; res: Church St., Silverton OR. Alien. Mill laborer, Silverton Lumber Co.) 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Peder Olson -b.8 Aug 1891 Oslo, Norway; res: 230 SW 
Columbia Ave., Portland OR. Employed by Multnomah Box & Lumber Co. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:   
Discharged:   
Address:   
Rank/unit:   
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  8 Aug 1891 Oslo, Norway (WWI draft registration: born near Christiania, Norway - until 1925, 
Christiania was the name of Oslo]  
Died: 14 May 1951 Portland, Multnomah OR (committed suicide by jumping into the Willamette 
River near the Willamette River)    
Find A Grave record: 36326695 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Portland, Multnomah OR 
Cemetery:  Willamette National 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Oregon pvt 20 Engineers WWI 
 
Father:  Yauvel / Heavel H. / Haavel Olson, b. Norway 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Kari Yalvorsen, b. Norway 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
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Siblings:  

• Olaf H. Olson, 15 Sep 1873 Norway - 1943 ND. SSN 542-09-7132. Married Ella Ida Johnson 
(1885-1966, F: 168012279) on 11 Jul 1910 in Rugby, Pierce ND. Registered for the WWII 
draft (12 Sep 1918) in Leeds, Benson ND, a painter in Leeds, NOK Mrs. Ella Ida Olson of 
Leeds ND. - Resident of Leeds, Benson ND in the 1920, 1930 & 1940 censuses. Painter 
(interior) in 1920; city school janitor in 1930 & 1940. Buried in Leeds Cemetery, Leeds, 
Benson ND. F:168012239 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Sailed aboard “Victorian” from Liverpool, England, to Quebec, Canada, and then via the 
Canadian Pacific Railroad to the US at Detroit, Wayne MI on 20 May 1911.  
 
Wartime: 
 
“Salt Lake Telegram” (Salt Lake City UT) Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 3 – among those on the 
partial list of Tuscania survivors: Peter Olson, Leeds ND 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
OR death record – resident of 106 NW First Ave., Portland, Multnomah OR. Resident of 
Portland OR for 36 years prior to death. “Jumped into river, resulting in drowning” at 1 p.m. 
on 14 May 1951. Ruled suicide. Cause of death: “asphyxia due to submersion in water. 
(Drowning)” – employed in logging & lumber work. Autopsy performed. Born in Norway; 
citizen of Norway.  
 
Social Security number: 542-09-7132 
 
Censuses: 
 
1930 Wauna, Clatsop OR 
Peder Olson, 38 Norway, single, parents b. Norway, 1st papers for citizenship filed, lumber 
piler, lumber mill 
Lodger with Don E. & Mary E. Corey 
 
1940 Underwood, Skamania WA – on line 57 
Peder Olson, 48 Norway, single, in 1935 a resident of Portland OR, laborer, lumber mill 
Lodger with Fred Tigland 
 


