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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 
 

Negretti, Lawrence 
1899 NY – 1989 NY 

 



2 
 

 

 

 
Officer in the Catholic War Veterans VFW Post of Lindenhurst NY -  Lawrence Negretti is seated at 

far right – “Newsday (Suffolk Edition)” (Melville NY) Friday 15 Dec 1946 p 11 
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neObituary of Lawrence Negretti – “Newsday (Suffolk Edition)” (Melville NY) Tuesday 13 Jun 1989 p 

34 
 
 

 

 

 
Grumman Aircraft - https://www.grummanretireeclub.org/wp-content/themes/grumman-

child/archive-newsletters/grumman-world-1989-07-14-Volume-8-Number-13.pdf 
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Listed as on board Tuscania - his surname was spelled NEGRETTE on the Tuscania passenger list – 

“Brooklyn Times Union” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 14 
 

 
The sister who died 3 weeks earlier appears to be Mary, who died 15 Jan 1918 - “Brooklyn Times 

Union” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Brooklyn Times Union” Monday 16 Oct 1933 p 8 
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“Newsday (Suffolk Edition)” (Melville NY) Thursday 13 Dec 1945 p 11 
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“Newsday (Suffolk Edition)” (Melville NY) Monday 5 Nov 1951 p 14 

 
 

Wife: 
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Death of father-in-law John Dietz – “Newsday (Suffolk Edition)” (Melville NY) Tuesday 13 Feb 1951 p 

3 (https://www.newspapers.com/image/710865251) and continued on p 45 
(https://www.newspapers.com/image/710865338/?terms=negretti%20lindenhurst&match=1) 

 
Children: 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/710865251
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Obituary of son Lawrence Louie Negretti - 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/bradenton/name/lawrence-negretti-obituary?id=12969650 
 



11 
 

 

 
Engagement of son Lawrence Jr. to Virginia Mae Lake – “Newsday (Suffolk Edition” (Melville NY) 

Thursday 4 Dec 1947 p 100 
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Obituary of daughter Rita Louise Negretti Santoianni - 
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/tampabaytimes/name/rita-santoianni-

obituary?id=11688358 
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“Newsday (Suffolk Edition)” (Melville NY) Wednesday 8 Oct 1947 p 33 
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Father: 
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WWI draft registration of his father John Negrette - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/10303920:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=b07cf40dd9231d857119faf17cf3f90d&_phsrc=h
FB39098&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10303920:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=b07cf40dd9231d857119faf17cf3f90d&_phsrc=hFB39098&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10303920:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=b07cf40dd9231d857119faf17cf3f90d&_phsrc=hFB39098&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10303920:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=b07cf40dd9231d857119faf17cf3f90d&_phsrc=hFB39098&_phstart=successSource
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=7488&h=4005792800&tid=&pid=&queryId=b07cf40dd9231d857119faf17

cf3f90d&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB39099&_phstart=successSource 
 

Siblings: 
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Olinda absconds with future husband Benny Christiano - “Brooklyn Times Union” Saturday 4 Jun 

1921 p 1 
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Obituary of Olinda’s 2nd husband Lawrence Lagomarsino – the “daughters” are Angelina Julie 

Christiano & Palma Christiano from her 1st marriage – he is buried in Myrtle Hill Memorial Park, 
Tampa, Hillsborough FL – “Tampa (FL) Tribune” Wednesday 8 Sep 1982 p 55 

 



21 
 

 

 
Obituary of brother John Charles Negretti Jr. (1916-1965) – “Newsday (Suffolk Edition” (Melville NY) 

Monday 20 Dec 1965 p 89 
 

    
Name:  Lawrence Negretti 
Name variations:  Negrette – Lorenzo (first name) 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  213th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,197 
Entered service from:  Lindenhurst, Suffolk NY  
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Lawrence NEGRETTE 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father John Negrette, Lindenhurst, Long Island NY 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Lawrence NEGRETTE 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father John Negrette, Lindenhurst NY (pvt, 213th Aero Sq)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Lawrence J. Negretti – b. 10 Aug 1899 NYC NY; 
res: 483 Washington Ave., Lindenhurst NY. NOK wife Louise Negretti, same address. 
Employed at Grumman Aircraft, Bethpage, Long Island NY. Height: 5’8” – 158 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  10 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  11 Jun 1919 
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Address:   
Rank/unit:   
 
NY Army Card: enlisted Mineola, Long Island NY 10 Dec 1917, age 18 yrs 3 mos, b. NY 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  10 Aug 1899  Manhattan, NY, NY  
Died: 11 June 1989 West Islip, Suffolk NY   
Find A Grave record: 103139699 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower  
Burial location:  East Farmingdale, Suffolk NY 
Cemetery:  Long Island National 
Tombstone:  ot pictured: text on Find A Grave - Pvt US Army WWI 
 
Father:  John Charles Negretti Sr., 10 Aug 1875 Italy – 3 Nov 1959 NY, at age 84 (NY death 
index). When he registered for the WWI draft on 12 Sep 1918, he gave a birthdate of 10 Aug 
1875 in Italy. His wife was Rose. They resided in Lindenhurst, Suffolk NY. He was a mason 
for J. Marchesi & Son, 241 DeKalb Ave., Brooklyn NY. He was tall & slender.  – His son John 
Jr. was living with John Sr. when Jr. registered for the WWII draft on 16 Oct 1940. - Original 
first name likely Giovanni.  
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:  Rosie/Rose/Rosa Boveri/Bovery, born ca. 1878 Italy – d. 1920 (died by time census 
was conducted 16 Jan 1920) 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  Louise Dietz Negretti, 22 Aug 1901 Lindenhurst, Suffolk NY – 30 May 1974 
Lindenhurst, Suffolk NY. Daughter of John Dietz (1873-1951) & Elizabeth Schlosser (1878-
1953). Buried in Long Island National Cemetery, East Farmingdale, Suffolk NY. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  82620444 
Marriage: 27 Nov 1924 Lindenhurst, Suffolk NY 
 
Children: 

• Lawrence Louie/Louis Negretti, 16 Nov 1925 Lindenhurst, Suffolk NY – 30 Mar 2013 FL. 
Husband of Virginia J. (“Ginnie”) Lake (1929-2009, F: 84775042). US Navy veteran. 
Employed by Grumman Nothrup Corp. for 29 years. Resident of Bradenton FL at time of 
death. Buried in Sarasota National Cemetery, Sarasota, Sarasota FL. F: 107998093 

• Rita Louise Negretti Santoianni, 9 Jan 1927 Lindenhurst, Suffolk NY – 5 Nov 2016 NC. 
Graduate of Lindenhurst (NY) High School. Married on 14 Sep 1947 in Babylon NY to Robert 
J. Santoianni (1926-2011, F: 101210581). Divorced 23 Oct 1980 Pinellas Co. FL. Had resided 
in Clearwater FL for 30 years prior to her death. Buried in Raleigh Memorial Park, Raleigh, 
Wake NC. F: 172414379 
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Siblings:  Lorenzo/Lawrence was the oldest child 
• Emma Negretti Smalling, 15 Apr 1901 NY – Jan 1972. Married 27 Oct 1923 in Babylon, 

Suffolk NY to Edward/Edwin Smalling. Social Security: last residence in West Babylon, 
Suffolk NY.  

• Frank Negretti, 15 Jan 1903 NY – 16 Oct 1918 Babylon, Suffolk NY. His NY death record lists 
him as Francke Negrette. NY birth record for Enrico Francesco Negretti, son of Giovani 
Negretti (age 26, b. Italy) & wife Rose, residents of Macdougal St.  

• Olinda/Linda/Olnida Negretti Christiano Lagomarsino, ca. 1905 NY - . Wife of Biaggio 
Christiano (b. 1902 NJ, d. ca. 1979). They ran away together in 1921. - In the 1930 census for 
Farmingdale, Nassau NY, Benny Christiano (27 NJ, parents b. Italy, barber in a barbershop) 
& Olinda (25 NY, parents b. Italy) lived with their daughters Angelina (5 NY) & Palma (2 NY). 
Benny said he was age 20 & Olinda said she was age 17 at the time of their first marriages. -  
In the 1940 census for NYC, Benjamin Chriseair (39 NY, barber in barbershop) & Olinda (33 
NY) lived in NYC with daughters Angelina (15 NY) & Palma (13 NY). – Olinda has the 
surname Lagonarsino in Lawrence’s Jun 1989 obituary & Lagomarsino in John Jr.’s Dec 
1965 obituary.  In 1952 Olinda Christiano married Lawrence Lagomarsino (F: 22489132). 
Olinda Lagomarsino is buried in Myrtle Park Memorial Park, Tampa, Hillsborough FL. F: 
22489163 

• Mary Negretti, ca. 1907 NY – 15 Jan 1918 Babylon, Suffolk NY (in NY death index). Not listed 
in 1920 census. News stories about the Tuscania (torpedoed 5 Feb 1918) said Lawrence 
had been home 3 weeks before the ship sailed for his sister’s birthday.  

• Jennie Negretti Boyle, 7 Jul 1908 NY – 22 Dec 1989. SSN 101-40-5478. Married 29 Jun 1929 
in Lindenhurst, Suffolk NY to Charles T. Boyle (1903-1983).  

• Louise Adele Negretti Koestner D’Agostino, ca. 1911 NY. Not in 1920 census. Married 14 
Sep 1935 in Lindenhurst, Suffolk NY to John Erich Koestner (b. 23 Dec 1908 Amityville NY). 
On his 1942 WWII draft card, Louise Adele Koestner & John lived at 19 Railroad Ave., 
Amityville NY. – on 20 May 1943 in New Haven CT married Charlie D’Agostino.  

• Rose Negretti Carl, 16 Dec 1913 NY - 9 Apr 2000 Dallas, Dallas TX. Wife of Bernhard Carl 
(1912-1970, F: 205570705). Bernard Carl, born 1 Jun 1918 Bopfingen, Germany, naturalized 
in US District Court, Hartford CT, reported on the form (dated 20 Jul 1933) that he had 
married Rose Negretti on 4 Mar 1933 at East Hartford CT. Buried in Laurel Land Memorial 
Park, Dallas, Dallas TX, F: 205572174.  

• John Charles Negretti Jr., 16 Sep 1916 Lindenhurst, Suffolk NY – 18 Dec 1965 NY. On his 
WWII draft card, lived at 26 Easton St., Lindenhurst, Suffolk NY with his father, John 
Negretti. Was employed by Raymond H. Wolter in a garage. - Married Lucille R. Lenardo 
(1918-2012, F: 103139734) on 26 Oct 1946 in Babylon, Suffolk NY.  

  
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
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Social Security number: 076-07-8387 
 
Censuses: 
 
1905 NY state census – Manhattan NY – McDougal St. 
Johyn Negretti, 28 Italy, brown stone 
Rosa, 26 Italy, home 
Lawrence, 6 US 
Mary, 4 US 
Frank, 3 US 
Olinda, AGE US 
& mother Mary, 60 Italy 
 
1910 Manhattan NY – E. 97th St. 
John Negrette, 34 Italay, parents b. Italy, emigrated 1896, papers filed, married 10 years, 
stone work the house 
Boveri, 29 Italy, gave birth to 7 children, 6 are living, emigrated 1894 
Lorenzo, 10 NY [i.e. Lawrence] 
Emma, 9 NY 
Frank, 7 NY 
Linda, 5 NY 
Mary, 3 NY 
Jennie, 2 NY 
 
1915 NY state census – Babylon, Suffolk NY – Shard St.? Short St.? 
John Negretti, 38 Italy, mason 
Rosie, 37 Italy, housework 
Lorenz, 16 US, art. Flowers [artificial flowers?] 
Emma, 14 US, school 
Frank, 12 US, school 
Olnida, 10 US, school 
Mary, 8 US, school 
Jennie, 7 US, school 
Lousie, 4 US, no occupation 
Rose, 1 US, no occupation 
 
1920 Babylon, Suffolk NY – conducted 16 Jan 1920 
John Negretti, 43 Italy, widowed, parents b. Italy, emigrated 1898, papers filed, occupation: 
none 
Lawrence, 20 NY, machinist, railroad 
Emma, 18 NY 
Olinda, 14 NY 
Jennie, 11 NY 
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John Jr., 3 NY 
[for the children, both parents b. Italy] 
 
1925 NY state census – Babylon, Suffolk NY – Washington St. 
Lawrence Negretti, 25 US, mechanic 
Louise Negretti, 23 US, housewife 
John Dietz, 52 US, carpenter 
Elizabeth, 46 US, housewife 
John Dietz, 23 US, mechanic 
Catherine Dietz, 13 US, school 
Lewis Dietz, 8 US, school 
[Lawrence’s wife Louise is the daughter of John & Elizabeth Dietz] 
 
1930 Lindenhurst, Suffolk NY – 103 Washington Ave. 
Lawrence Negrette, 29 NY, parents b. Italy, age 25 at 1st marriage, mechanic, auto garage, 
WWI veteran 
Louise, 27 NY, parents b. NY, age 23 at 1st marriage 
Lawrence, 4 NY 
Rita, 3 NY 
 
1930 Lindenhurst, Suffolk NY – Lawrence’ father & 3 siblings 
John Negretti, 51 Italy, parents b. Italy, emigrated 1903, naturalized, mason 
Elizabeth, 18 NY, parents b. Italy 
Rose, 14 NY 
John, 13 NY 
[for the children: both parents b. Italy] 
 
1940 Babylon, Suffolk NY – 483 N. Washington Ave. – same house in 1935 
Laurence Wegretti [misread, is Negretti], 40 NY, mechanic, automobiles 
Louise, 38 NY 
Laurence, 14 NY 
Rita, 13 NY 
 
1940 Babylon, Suffolk NY – same house in 1935 – Lawrence’s father & brother 
John Negretti, 62 Italy, widowed, naturalized 
John Negretti Jr., 24 NY, mechanic, automobile [son] 
 


