DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
This document lacks 1950 census data.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

TUSCANIA

Tuscania casualty
Norris, Clifford Henry
1899 WI -5 February 1918 Tuscania
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Clifford Norris
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WISCONSIN =~  WEIFEs ENLISTED IN REGULAR ARNY OR ASSIGNED THERETO UPON INDUCTION.
) EERILAL KO BARK M.Q...._I N AT DAIR OF DEATH
IKE OF DB ATH
Norris, Clifford Corp Co D 107 Sup In Feb 5/18

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPH7-11ZR

_ THREE ARE MISSING
In the list of the missing are three
yhng g “Who are well known in
this ¢ity. They abe: = ' «sfs "
JAMES P. HAWLEY, Neenah.
- CLIFFORD NORRIS, New Lo
WM. B. SPENCER, New Lon

“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1

' ADDITIONAL VICTIM

I

Clitord Norris of New London l'oro‘
ished in the Sinking of the
| Tuscania,

|

Washington, Febh, 18 —The ~var de-
partment has received an additional
lHst of the Tuscania dead, among
~which is one from Wisconsin and
three from ut.hvr states not hefore re-
 ported in the unofficial lists, Clifford
( Norris of New London is the Wiscon- |
sin lad,

|
— |

“Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Monday 18 Feb 1918 p 2
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4 MORE TUSCANIA VICTIMS

Soldiers From Wisconsin and Michigan
Lost on Transport.

Washington, Feb. 18.—A lst of 27
of the known Tuscanla dead made pub-
lic contained four names not previous-
ly reported In the list of Ameriecan sol-
diers buried on the Scottish coast.
They were:

Chauncey J. Davidson, Anaconda,
Mont.; Thomas A. Llewellyn, Scott-
! dale, Pa.; Clifford Norris, New London,
| Wis.- Leight A Wright, Hillsdale,
| Mich :

“Watertown (WI) News” Monday 18 Feb 1918 p 1

NEW LONDON NEWS
(Special to Presr-Gazetle,)

NEW LONDON, Wis., March 7.-A
telogram recelved by Mrs. Louls l\m‘»'
szenksl from Washington this week
| reported that her brothes Willlam
 Spencer, was a victim of the Tuscania !
ginking, His body was found, and Is|
i now buried across the ocean He was
(& bosom friend of Clifford Norris who!
[met the same fate, He was o member |
:nf Company “M."” and at the time of |
hig death was & member of the 107th!
supply train He was 22 vears of age

“Gree.n-Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Thursday 7 Mar 1918 p 4

|
|




MEMORIAL SLAB PLACED
IN'NEW LONDON, LIBRARY. |

(8Specinl to The Northwestern)

New London.~A marble slab has
been placed In the, city library en.
graved: “In memory of our heroes of
19141915, Corporals William Spencer,
ClHifford Norris and Leo Miller, mem.
hers of Company D, 107th supply train,
Thirtysecond division, donated by
thelr comrades of Company DY A
| war shield with spread eagle and flag
wlso ornuments the slab

“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Monday 1 De—c 1919 p 2

LEGION AT NEW LONDON.

«“Oshkosh (W1) Northwestérn” Mo-nday 31 May i9§0 p5
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Body of Tuscania Victim |s Ex-
pected to Arrive This .
Week.

H. J. Pettigrew, local real estate
| dealer, will be in charge of the funeral
| mervices of Cliford Norris of New
i London, whose body is expected at his
New london home this week. Mr.
I'ettigrew was eaptain of Company D
'of the 107th supply regimént. in
‘'which Norris saw service until his
[death when the Tuscania sank Feb
| ruary 5, 1918,

Norris' bhody was washed on the
shores of Scotland, where he wWas
Avuried. The body was expected in
'| New London fer interment Monday,
‘| but was delayed and will not reath
there until about Thursday.

Other Apnleton men In the com-
il pany commanded by Capt. Petligrew
:iwn Arthur Hantachel, Irvin Meld-
‘lam, and Jacob Schneider. Norris was
‘the son of Mr. and Mrs. James Norris
of the Third ward, New Tondon, and
| his father is an employe of the Edison

: company.
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 31 Aug 1920 p 2




BODY IS SENT HOME.

New London Young Man Lost His
Life on the Tuscania.
(Specia' to The Northwestern.)
New London—Word was received
here by Mr, and Mrs. O. Norris, that
the body of their son, Corp, Clifford
| Norris, s in New York City and would
be sent here at once. Corporal Norris
lost his life in the ginking of the Tus-
cania. Arrangements were made for
military funeral services to be heid at|
Taft Park, with the NorrisSpencer
post of the American legion and Capt,
H. J. Pettigrew in charge of the mili-
tary services, Rev. A. Splering giving
an address and Company C of the W,
N. G. acting us escort, Corporals Clif-
ford Norris and Willlam Spencer were
the tho New London boys who lost
their lives in the Tuseania disaster.
The body of Willlam Spencer wuas not

recovered.

3 - 4 - m a a i
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Friday 3 Sep 1920 p 8




DECADE HAS PASSED
SINGE THE TUSCANIA
 SANK NEAR IRELAND

New London Survivors Give
isaster Details_on Tenth
nnlvhmry»

{ Special to Post-Crescent
New London—With the passing of
the tenth year since the sinking of the
m& survivors of that ocean
Sunday recalled the event In
about twenty five men of this
city were directly involved, as mem-
bers of the expeditionary force enroute
to ce. In that disaster died Cor-
Clifford Norris and Corporal Wil-
| Spencer, in memory of whom the
chapter of the American legion
named, Surviving relatives are
Mrs. Louis Kurszeveski, John Spencer,
Norris, Mrs. John Norgris, and
ugan_d Mrs. O. E. Norris, Sr.
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mories of the tragic night of Feb.
019, were reviewed by veterans
who were on the ill fated boat at the
it was sunk by a torpedo from
the German submarine, UB-77, at 6:45
~Byron Christian, a member of
thq .contingent of Wisconsin men, was
perhaps the last person to talk with
the twd men. According to Mr, Chris.
tian, both N. rris and Spencer were on
life boat duty on an upper deck, thus
gmaved Trom h:h‘ m of the
ew nopdoq (-] been with
tlo thtn fifteen minutes
&MI was forpedoed,
rmncn ‘conversation which
place at that time, The two,
w-.wmnnuuutour.cn
tian, & hunting and trapping trip
the northern woods on which they had
become lost, Norris concluded the talk
thus:
“Well, Bill, we got out ot t,h.t
scrape together, and If the old ship|
sinks we'll both go dowa tho m

" " i
v‘y° Nathy . . - I ALl PR TR Y. A.-Ll_
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It shortly
the s::iu»

gray mass, to the ’Qbﬂ.'
:llo wﬂcom:tlltht qﬂu -g:
ong tor-
"& u& fired. Im-
modlatexy the vessel began to list/
decks and hatchways were crowded
with men, lights were oxtinguished,
and there was a chill of fright in the
silence. Life boats wm launched, but
through wreckage and mismanage-
ment, many of them were wrecked in
launching. The sea was soon filled
with drowning  or swimming: men,

‘some ‘on rafts, others W or wlthout

lifebelts. In boats ¢ with

tre, men sat long mry hours, and t
was from exposure that many deaths
occurred,

In the village of Buncrana, Scot-
land, men were billeted in peasant
homes, and also in Scotland, Forty-
nine men were lald side by side In one
grave In and a flag was
made by, four Scottish women of a vil-

lage tblt eolon of thelr own na-
tlon mi o coffins of the

ot trntdr from this
are: Com, n'uq

m eider, xﬁ“
, Arthur J. Hanschel, n‘b

A. luyo. Mu Barlow, Laurel J
Conate, Chatles P. Foley, Elmer Heb-
be, Arthur Otto, John Allen, Archi-
pald Beaudoin, Martin D, Bongers,
Byron E. Christian, Harry B, Collar,
Frank J. Davis, George Doman, Leon.
ard T. Meshke, George Schoenrock,
Arthur L. Stoaon. Hmcy J. Travers,

“Appleton (W1) Post Crescent” Monday 6 Feb 1928 p 13
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‘| Thousands Attend Funeral

PAY TRIBUTE 10
TUSCANIA VICTIV

Service for Clifford Norris
in New London.

Taft park was crowded with hund-
reds of people on Sunday afternoon,
when funeral services were held for
Corporal Clifford Norris, the New Lon-
don young man who was drowned
with the Tuscania. The largest as-
semblage of people ever gathered in
the city listened while Rev. A. Spier-
ing delivered an address on ‘'Greater
love hath no man than this, that a
man lay down a life for a friend."
The band, color men, ex-service men
and National Guard formed in line at |
the Armory and marched to the Norrie
home on South Pearl! street where an- |
other service was held, Following the
ceremony in New London 1000 pen- |
ple went to Manawa, accompany the
body which was laid to rest in the
family lot in Manawa cemetery. A
salute were fired over the grave as
the casket was lowered and an ex-
service man plaved tap. Clifford Nor- |
rie was borm in Manawa in 1880, He
came to New London in 1814 and en-
listed on May 15, 1917, with the loecal
National Guard Company M, 6th Wis-
consin Infantry. Later he was placed
in Company Y, 107th Supply train.
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The ill- tuted ‘ru-canla on which the
decedent was a passenger was tor-
pedoed and sunk off the coast of Ire-
land on February 6, 1818, There
were several other New London boyvs
on tho hoat but wem relcued

“Appleton (WI) Post- Crescent” Friday 17 Sep 1920 p7

i Rev. Francis 8. Davton was the
|speaker at the Tuscania memoriai
| program given by the Norris Spencer
,post of the American Legion. The
speaker stressed the urgent need iov
‘devoted patriotism as shown in the
time of our participation in the great
‘war. He mentions especially th-

[lives of Clifford Norris and William
'Spmcm who lost their lives wheu
‘the Tuscania was sunk off the coast
iof Ireland, while ecarrving osmong
other troops, Company D which in-
‘eluded many New London boys, By-
|ron Christian, Frank Davis and
Laurel Conat of the local post and

who wWere alto pasengers on the ill-
« fated ship and were stated to be
) the last in conversation with their
lost buddies gave thrilling details of
dvthe horrible disaster. Following the
® program, lunch was served by the
;‘auxmary.

“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Monday 11 Feb 1929 p 4
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The Tuscania?
men:mu?%am does. So does Archie Beaudoin of New

Robinson and Beaudoin and numerous other Fox Valley soldiers bound
for European duty were aboard the Tuscania when the&’ British trans-
port steamer was torpedoed by a German submarine off the Irish coast
about suppertime on Feb. 5, 1918,

The Tuscania stayed afloat for about two hours, enough time for most
of the more than 2,000 British and American t to abandon ship
safely. But more than 200 of them died, including James P. Hawley of
Neenah and Clifford Norris and W.B. Spencer of New London,

“All Appleton Boys Saved,”” screamed the banner headline across the
top of the front page of the Appleton Evening Crescent on Feb. 11, One

was saved was Arthur Hantschel, He's dead now, but his brother,
Erwin, of Appleton, came to the office recently with a fragile, yellowed
newspaper front page dated Feb. 10, 1918 that listed the names of all
Wisconsin soldiers who survived the disaster,

[article continues]
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 8 Jun 1978 p 2

Father:
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ORIN NORRIS DIES
AT NEW LONDON HOME

(Special to Post-Crescent)
New London—Orin E. Norrls, 75,
died at his hom’ §17 8. Pearlst, at
4 o'clock Mondsy morning. He had|
been In 1l health for several months,
The funeral will be held at 130
Thursday afternocon at the residence,
i with the Rev. Walter Pankow In
charge. Burial will be in the Mana-
wa cemetery, Mrs, Norris was born
in Sheridan, Wis., July 28, 1867, The
family later moved to Manawa
where In 1883 his marrisge took
place to Miss Julla Kloetzbucher.
"I 'The couple would have celebrated
thelr fiftieth wedding anniversary
| next March, Surviving are two sons,
'| Oscar E. and Clingon B. Norris of
this city, and one daughter, Mrs,
Stells Rounds, Antigo. There also
are three grand children,

Obituary of father Orin Eugelne Norris — the “daughter” Stella Rounds referred to is actually
Orin’s sister, Stella Norris Rounds. She lived 1862-1942, F: 129653879 - “Appleton (WI)
Post-Crescent” Tuesday 26 Apr 1932 p 12

1981-Letter from Charles Avery Quimby

to David Cabitto

Posted 02 May 2017 by Lorie233

* ‘] knew this O.E. “Doc” Norris when the family lived in Manawa. His son Clinton lives in New London._.I think Doc Norris
got his nickname from taking care of a local doctor’s horses and driving for him.”

Julie’s notes regarding letter:

* This Doc Norris mentioned was Qrin E. Norris, who was married to Julia Klotzbuecher, and also son of William Henry
Harrison Norris. David is direct descendant of Orrin’s brother James Ervin Norris. James Norris was also a photographer.

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/26395875/person/1850479484/media/74535cc1-8875-4878-b8b0-
83172c64b975

Mother:


https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/26395875/person/1850479484/media/74535cc1-8875-4878-b8b0-83172c64b975
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/26395875/person/1850479484/media/74535cc1-8875-4878-b8b0-83172c64b975
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/26395875/person/1850479484/media/74535cc1-8875-4878-b8b0-83172c64b975
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Obituary of mother Julia Klotzbuecher Norris — “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 22
Mar 1951 p 14

Siblings:
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Clinton “Tip” Norris
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Obituary of brother Clinton Norris (1903-1993) — “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday

25 Mar 1993 p 36



Lilyan W. Norris
New London

94, died Thursday, October 21,
| at St. Joseph Residence in
New London. She was born Febru-

7. 1905 in the Town of Lind,

aupaca County. On May 23, 1927
she married Clinton Norris. He pre-
ceded her in death on March 22,
1993. As a child, Lilyan resided in
Waupaca, Oshkosh, West Bloom-
field and then moving to New Lon-
don where she has been since 1924
She was a member of Emanuel Ev.

Church in New London.
She is survived three nieces:
Ramona (Edward) New Lon-
don; Naomi (John) Sasman, Bear
Creek; Donna Backes, Bowler; four
-nieces; Marge Fietz, Edgar;
(Mert) Leeman, Ft. Myers,
Florida; Julic (Dennis) Bachman,
Hortonville; Janet Fietz, Sheboy- am. at St. Joseph's Residence

i

: two greatgreat-nieces: Kimber- with Rev. William Favorite
Bachman and lle'm Anne Burhlmud'gx in Floral
Hortonville; two great-  Hjjl Cemetery London.
great-nephews: William Lehman  Friends call directly at the
and James Lehman, Ft. Myers, on from 9 am.
Florida. She was in death the time of the service. The

her parents, two sisters and three  Cline & Hanson Funeral Home in
brothers. The funeral be held  New London is serving the family.
Saturday, October 23, 1999 at 11
Obituary of brother Clinton Norris’s wife Lilyan W. Behm Norris — “Appleton (WI) Post-
Crescent” Friday 22 Oct 1999 p 14

g
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Marriage of Clinton Norris to “L|ll|an Boehm” (L|lyan Behm) on 23 May 1927 in New London
WI - “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 25 May 1927 p 10

intendent of the lumber yard and
planing mill at the Hatten Lumber

g
5

Obituary of brother Oscar E. Norris — “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 3 Mar 1952 p
12
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 4 Mar 1952 p 28
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Rites for Former
 New London Resident |

%

Ind. and Miss Belva Norris, St.
Paul, Minn.; one brother, Clinton,
New. bondon and one grandchild '

Obituary of brother Oscar Norris - “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Thursday 6 Mar 1952 p 14




Mrs. Florence B. Norris‘
1925 S. Division St. '
New London

§

Apu duwmingu
She was born September 1,
l. at Ndouvlllo. Wisconsin. She
was employed as a salesclerk at Ar-
chibald and Zellmer. Mrs. Norris
was a member of Emanuel Lutheran
Church, and its Ladies Aide. She is
survived thng‘::#mm: June
Norris, and Mrs. (Carol} Met -
zer, both of Fort W ¢ lana;
Mrs. Ronald (Belva) Fisch, Shafer,
Mlnne-ou. a brother: Wilford (Bill
New London; five ﬁ""
ren; three great- gnndd\
nloeu and ews. She was pre-
ceded in death her husband, Os-
car The will be 11 a.m.
at Emanuel Lutheran Church,
on, with burial in Floral
mu Cemetery. Friends may call at
Borchardt and Moder Funeral Home,
7l4 S. Pearl St., New London, after 3
Thunday until 9 a.m, Fnda
lnd then at the church until the hwr
of service,

Obituary of Oscar Eugene Norris’s wife Florence Bell Cupp - “Appleton (WI) Post-
Crescent” Tuesday 2 Nov 1982 p 10

~_1 - . " 'Y_\‘D.1
- 3

Wisconsin Eakm;et and Panel Co., New London, Wis,

Wisconsin Cabinet & Panel Co., where Clifford was employed 5 Jun 1917 -
https://www.ebay.com/itm/165066741114
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Name: Clifford Henry Norris

Name variations:

Military:

On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. D - corporal

Serial number: serial numbers were not assigned to US Army enlisted men until after the
sinking of the Tuscania showed their worth, so Clifford did not have one

Entered service from: New London, Outagamie WI

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Clifford Norris

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Oren E. Norris, 817 S. Pearl St., New London WI

First buried on isle of Islay, Scotland: at Port Charlotte, Islay, Scotland - grave 50, as Clifford Norris
Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken NJ 7 Aug 1920 (cpl, Co. D, 107th Supply
Train)

Rank on return ship: cpl, Co. D, 107th Supply Train

World War | draft registration (1917): as Clifford Henry Norris - b.20 Jun 1888 Manawa WI; res:
817 S. Pearl, New London, Waupaca WI. Single. Laborer, Wis. Cabinet & Panel Co., New London
WI. Claimed exemption from draft: “yes, enlisted Wis Guards” - Medium height & build.

Veterans Administration Military Index:
Enlisted: 15Jul 1917

Discharged: 5 Feb 1918

Born: 20 Jun 1889

Died: 6 Feb 1918

Address: New London Wi

Rank/unit: corporal, Co. D, 107" Supply Train

Birth & death:

Born: 20 Jun 1889 Manawa, Waupaca WiI

Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania

Find A Grave record: 95063305 - presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower
Burial location: Manawa, Waupaca WI

Cemetery: Little Wolf

Tombstone: Cp.

Father: Orin Eugene (“Doc”) Norris, 25 Jul 1856 Stockton, Portage WI — 25 Apr 1932
Waupaca Co. WI. Son of William Harrison Norris & Ellen Eliza Perkins. Buried in Little Wolf
Cemetery, Manawa, Waupaca WI.

Find A Grave: 95063275

Mother: Julia Klotzbuecher Norris, 15 Dec 1866 Germany — 21 Mar 1951 Waupaca Co. WI.
Buried in Little Wolf Cemetery, Manawa, Waupaca WI.

Find A Grave: 95063293

Parents’ marriage: 3 Mar 1883 Waupaca Co. WI.
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Spouse:
Spouse Find A Grave:
Marriage:

Children:

Siblings: Clifford was the 2" child, the oldest surviving one

e GraceyE. Norris, 15 Mar 1884 Little Wolf, Waupaca WI - 25 May 1884 Little Wolf, Waupaca
WI. Buried in Little Wolf Cemetery, Manawa, Waupaca WI. F: 95063298

e Oscar Eugene Norris, 7 May 1892 Manawa, Waupaca WI -6 Mar 1952 Bessemer, Gogebic
MI. Married 3 Nov 1919 in Waupaca Co. WI to Florence Bell Cupp (1 Sep 1898 Nelsonville,
Portage WI -2 Nov 1982 Waupaca Co. WI, F: 195522022, the daughter of William H. Cupp
(F: 114300943) & Hannah Mary Nelson (F: 114300910. Survived by his widow Florence, 3
daughters & brother Clinton. Buried in Floral Hill Cemetery, New London, Waupaca WI. F:
195522051

e Clinton Richard (“Tip”) Norris, 1 Nov 1903 Manawa, Waupaca WI - 22 Mar 1993 New
London, Waupaca WI (at St. Joseph Residence). SSN 394-01-1735. Married 23 May 1927 to
Lilyan Wilma Behm (7 Feb 1905 Waupaca Co. Wil -21 Oct 1999 New London, Waupaca WI,
F: 195522043). Lilyan was the daughter of Ernest August Behm (F: 162488109) & Bertha
Johanne Henriette Koop (F: 162487115). Buried in Floral Hill Cemetery, New London,
Waupaca WI. F: 195522004

Notes:
Pre-war:
Wartime:

"Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette" 7 Mar 1918 p 4 - a telegram to Mrs. Louis Kurszenksi of New London
Wl informed her that her 22-yr-old brother William Spencer was buried in Scotland. Spencer was
the "bosom friend" of fellow casualty Clifford Norris.

Post-war:

"Appleton *WI) Post-Crescent" Tuesday 31 Aug 1920 p 2 - real estate leader H.J. Pettigrew will be in
charge of the Norris funeral. The body is expected to arrive in New London WI this week. It was to
have arrived 30 Aug 1920 but was delayed. Should arrive 2 Sep 1920. Clifford was the son of Mr. &
Mrs. James Norris of the 3rd Ward. His father is an employee of Edison Co.

"Appleton [WI] Post-Crescent" Friday 17 Sep 1920 p 7 - Hundreds gathered in Taft Park on Sunday,
12 Sep 1920, for funeral services for Cpl. Norris of New London WI, the largest crowd ever
assembled in the city. The group included a band, color guard, veterans & the National Guard. The
group marched to the Norris home on S. Pearl St. for a 2nd service. Then 1,000 people
accompanied the body to Manawa WI for burial, where there was a salute over the grave & a
veteran played "Taps." Clifford was born in Manawa Wl in 1890. He came to New London WI in
1914 & enlisted 15 May 1917 with the National Guard, Co. M, 6th WI Infantry. Transferred to Co. Y
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[sic], 107th Supply Train. He was the only New London man on the Tuscania to die. He is the
namesake of the Norris-Spencer American Legion Post No. 263, New London WI, named for him &
fellow Tuscania casualty William B. Spencer

Obituary:
Censuses:

1900 Little Wolf, Manawa, Waupaca WI

Orin E. Norris, 43 WI, Jul 1856, father’s birthplace unknown, mother b. VT, married 17
years, day laborer

Julia, 33 Germany, Dec 1866, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1873, in US for 27 years, gave
birth to 3 children, 2 are living

Clifford H., 10 WI, Jun 1889, at school

OscarE., 8 WI, May 1892, at school

1905 WI state census — Manawa, Waupaca Wi
O.E. Norris, 48 WI, parents b. NY & VT, laborer
Julia, 38 Germany, parents b. Germany
Clifford, 10 WI

Oscar, 13 WI

Clinton, 1 WI

1910 Manawa, Waupaca WI - 2" St.

Orin E. Norris, 52 WI, parents b. VT, married 28 years, laborer, odd jobs

Julia, 41 Germany, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1875, gave birth to 4 children, 3 are
living

Clifford, 20 WI, laborer, odd jobs

Clinton, 6 WI



