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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 
 

Norman, John Burton, Jr. 
1895 MN – 1956 MN 
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“Minneapolis (MN) Journal” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 

 



3 
 

 

 
 

John Burton Norman, Jr. – “Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” 10 Feb 1918 p 2 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/181382577/?terms=norman%20tuscania&match=1  

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/181382577/?terms=norman%20tuscania&match=1
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Obituary of John Burton Norman Jr. – Left: “Minneapolis (MN) Star” Tuesday 18 Sep 1956 p 33 – 

Right: “Minneapolis (MN) Star-Tribune” Tuesday 18 Sep 1956 p 11 
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John Burton Norman Jr. is standing in the back row, 2nd from left - “Minneapolis (MN) Journal” 

Sunday 7 Feb 1937 p 3 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/812310800/?terms=%22j%20b%20norman%22&match=1 
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John Burton Norman, Jr. – to attend NTSA reunion - “Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” 25 May 1989 p 

54 
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“Minneapolis (MN) Times-Tribune” Thursday 1 Feb 1940 p 2 -

1https://www.newspapers.com/image/813845435/?terms=%22victor%20nelson%22%20tuscania
&match=1  
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Obituary of John Burton Norman Jr. – “Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Wednesday 19 Sep 1956 p 26 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q551-GW3Z 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MS-ZSYM-

F?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7BNZ-SBPZ 
 

Wife: 
 

 
Obituary of Harriett Mae --- Leahy Norman – “Minneapolis (MN) Star” Saturday 1 Jun 1957 p 3 
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NE marriage record of Hattie Mae Lawrence to her 1st husband, John W. Leahy - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/56265:61335  
 

 
Marriage of Harriett Mae Lawrence to John W. Leahy – “Sioux City (IA) Journal” Sunday 24 Sep 1905 

p 11 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/56265:61335
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The use of “Miss” Leahy was in accurate; her birth surname was Lawrence; she had earlier been 

married to John W. Leahy & had a son by him – “Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Friday 19 Nov 1926 
p 17 

 

 
“Minneapolis (MN) Star-Tribune” Wednesday 29 Jan 1936 p 15 

 
Father: 

 

 
Father John Burton Norman Sr. (1845-1928) – Find A Grave  
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“Minneapolis (MN) Star-Tribune” Sunday 20 Jan 1901 p 4 
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Obituary of father John Burton Norman Sr. – “Minneapolis (MN) Star” Wednesday 9 Oct 1929 p 13 
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The 16th policeman in Minneapolis - “Minneapolis (MN) Star-Tribune” Wednesday 9 Oct 1929 p 2 
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“Minneapolis (MN) Journal” Thursday 7 Jun 1923 p 22 

 
Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Carrie Norman –“Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Friday 13 Feb 1931 p 10 

 

 
“Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Friday 13 Feb 1931 p 22 

 

 
“Minneapolis (MN) Journal” Saturday 4 Jul 1903 p 10 

 
Siblings: 
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Obituary of sister Alice Lenore Norman Warner (1875-1943) – “Minneapolis (MN) Star” Friday 17 

Dec 1943 p 31 
 

 
Obituary of brother Theodore Frank Norman (1877-1947) – “Minneapolis (MN) Star-Tribune” Friday 

28 Mar 1947 p 23 
 

 
Obituary of brother William Eugene Norman (1881-1958) – “Minneapolis (MN) Star-Tribune” 

Thursday 20 Mar 1958 p 21 
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Left: obituary of his sister Edythe A. Norman Daily (1884-1966) “Minneapolis (MN) Star” Thursday 

13 Oct 1966 p 39 – Right: Obituary of Addis Merritt Daily, husband of John Jr.’s sister Edythe A. 
Norman Daily,  “Minneapolis (MN) Star” Thursday 15 Jan 1959 p 2 

 

 
Engagement of Edythe A. Norman to Addis Merritt Daily – “Minneapolis (MN) Star-Tribune” Sunday 

17 May 1908 p 16 
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Wedding of Edythe R. Norman to Addis Merritt Daily – “Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Tuesday 23 

Jun 1908 p 5 
 

 
Obituary of sister Alma Augusta Norman Beardsley (1885-1970) – “Minneapolis (MN) Star” Monday 

23 Mar 1970 p 16 
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Engagement of Alma Augusta Norman to DeWitt Clinton Beardsley – “Minneapolis (MN) Journal” 

Sunday 15 Sep 1907 p 53 
 

 
Wedding of Alma Augusta Norman & DeWitt Clinton Beardsley – “Minneapolis (MN) Star-Tribune” 

Thursday 24 Oct 1907 p 10 
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Death of John Jr.’s twin, Warren Seagrave Norman, “Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Saturday 17 

Jan 1920 p 22, copied on Find A Grave 228485831 
 

 
“Minneapolis (MN) Journal” Monday 28 May 1917 p 18 
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“Minneapolis (MN) Star-Tribune” Sunday 26 May 1918 p 23 
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“Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Thursday 15 Jan 1920 p 14 

 



29 
 

 

 
“Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Sunday 18 Jan 1920 p 12 

 
Life: 

 



30 
 

 

 
“Minneapolis (MN) Journal” Friday 6 Oct 1933 p 28 

 

 
“Minneapolis (MN) Star” Friday 6 Feb 1937 p 2 

 
 

 
“Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Sunday 14 Jul 1940 p 52 
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The address of John’s house is 5007 BRUCE Avenue, not Brice – “Minneapolis (MN) Star-Tribune” 

Sunday 21 Jul 1940 p 34 
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5007 Bruce Avenue, Edina MN (2022), valued at $1.825 million - 

https://www.realtor.com/realestateandhomes-detail/5007-Bruce-Ave_Edina_MN_55424_M88552-
71349  

 

 
Almost 5,000 square feet, 4 bedrooms, 6 baths in 2022 - 

https://www.coldwellbankerhomes.com/mn/edina/5007-bruce-avenue/pid_2348863/ 
 

https://www.realtor.com/realestateandhomes-detail/5007-Bruce-Ave_Edina_MN_55424_M88552-71349
https://www.realtor.com/realestateandhomes-detail/5007-Bruce-Ave_Edina_MN_55424_M88552-71349


33 
 

 

 
The family home at 2401 Lyndale Avenue North, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN - 

https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/2401-Lyndale-Ave-N-Minneapolis-MN-55411/1838557_zpid/ 
 
 
              
 
Name:  John Burton Norman, Jr. 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. HQ - private 
Serial number:  250,240 
Entered service from: Minneapolis, Hennepin MN   
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  John B. Norman 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father John B. Norman, 2401 Lyndale Ave., Minneapolis MN 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: John B. Norman 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father John B. Norman, Sr., 2401 Lyndale Ave., Minneapolis 
MN (supply sgt, HQ Det., 6th Bn., 20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as John Burton Norman Jr. - b. 6 Feb 1895 Minneapolis 
MN; res: 2401 Lyndale Ave. N., Minneapolis MN. Single. Clerk for Northern Pacific Railroad, 7th Ave. 
N. & 1sdt St., Minneapolis MN. Tall, medium build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  1100 Builders Exchange Bldg., Minneapolis 
MN 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as John Burton Norman Jr. - b. 5 Feb 1895 Minneapolis 
MN; res: 5007 Bruce, Edina, Hennepin MN. NOK R.D. Main, 500 Baker Arcade, Minneapolis MN. 
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Employed by Minnesota & Ontario Paper Co., 500 Baker Arcade, Minneapolis MN. “mole on rt 
temple in hair line” – Height: 6’ ½” – 195 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  13 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  12 Jun 1919 
Address:  3407 Lyndale Ave. S., Minneapolis MN 
Rank/unit:  battalion supply sergeant, 6th Battalion, 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  5 Feb 1895 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN  
Died: 17 Sep 1956 Hennepin Co. MN   
Find A Grave record: 122268373 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Minneapolis, Hennepin MN 
Cemetery:  Lakewood 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  John Burton Norman, Sr., 27 Nov 1845 Västra Götalands Iän, Sweden- 2 Feb 1928 
Minneapolis, Hennepin MN (at his home, 2401 Lyndale Ave. N.). Son of Magnus & Martha 
Johnson. Left his Swedish home in 1868, arriving in Minneapolis MN in May 1868. In 1872, 
he returned home for a visit & returned to Minneapolis with is fiancée, Carrie Swenson, 
whom he married in Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. The couple lived at 619 N. 2nd Street & he 
worked as a brickmaker. On 11 Apr 1879 John was hired by the Minneapolis Police 
Department, becoming its 16th policeman. In 1886 he was promoted to sergeant. In 1900 
they moved to a bigger home at 2401 Lyndale Ave. N. John was promoted to a police 
lieutenant in 1901, a position he retained until his retirement in 1906, after 27 years in the 
police department. Buried in Crystal Lake Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. 
Find A Grave:  210486026 
 
Mother: Carrie Swenson Norman, Jul 1851 Gothenburg, Sweden – 13 Feb 1933 
Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. Daughter of Swan Swenson. According to Find A Grave, she 
may have known John Norman before he left Sweden in 1868, but upon his return to 
Gothenburg, she accepted his offer to move to MN & marry him. Buried in Crystal Lake 
Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. 
Find A Grave:  210486504 
Parents’ marriage:  12 Jun 1873 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. 
 
Spouse: Harriett Mae (“Hattie”) Lawrence Leahy Norman, 2 Mar 1890 Wentworth, Ontario, 
Canada – 27 May 1957 Orange Co. CA.  Daughter of John Alexander Ray Lawrence & 
Elizabeth Reid. 
Harriett married John W. Leahy on 14 Sep 1905 in Lincoln, Lancaster NE. John W. Leahy, 
age 23, was the son of William T. & Ellen Leahy & Hattie Lawrence, age 19, was the 
daughter of Arthur Lawrence & Elizabeth Reid. They obtained a marriage license on 13 Sep 
1905 in Lancaster Co. NE & married the next day.  
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John W. Leahy was born 7 Sep 1882 & died April 1965, SSN 274-07-0431. His father William 
T. Leahy (1862-1911, F: 66392178); his mother Ellen M. Leahy (1862-1917, F: 86186096). 
His father William’s obituary following his death in a railroad accident was published in the 
“Nebraska State Journal” Tuesday 30 May 1911 p 2. 
In the 1910 census, John W. Leahy (27 PA, parents b. PA, clerk, Post Office) & wife Hattie 
(24 Canada, parents b. Canada, emigrated 1896) lived with son John L. Leahy (age 1, NE) in 
Lincoln, Lancaster NE. It was the 1st marriage for both & they had been married 5 years. – In 
the 1912 Lincoln NE city directory, John W. (wife Harriette) was a clerk at the Post Office & 
lived at 733 S. 10th.  
Buried in Lakewood Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  122268402 
Marriage:  17 Nov 1926 in Bethlehem-Stewart Presbyterian Church, Minneapolis, Hennepin 
MN – John B. Norman Jr. & Harriet Mae Leahy. Marriage license noted I “Minneapolis (MN) 
Star Tribune” Thursday 18 Nov 1926 p 9 – John Norman, legal age & Harriette Leahy, legal 
age 
 
Stepchild: by his wife Harriett’s 1st marriage, to John W. Leahy 

• John Lawrence Leahy, 21 Oct 1908 (WWII draft & NE birth records) or 1909 [Social Security 
records] Lincoln, Lancaster NE – 28 Jan 1973 Orange Co. CA. SSN 468-03-2338. On his 
WWII draft registration (16 Oct 1940), John lived at 5625 – 10th Ave. S., Minneapolis MN with 
wife Ellehnor Catherine Leahy & worked at the Great Lakes Coal Co., 2102 University Ave., 
St. Paul, Ramsey MN. His residence at 5040 Nicollet Ave., Minneapolis MN had been 
crossed off.  

 
Siblings:  

• Alice Lenore Norman Warner, 28 Jan 1874 MN (Jan 1875 in 1900 census) – 17 Dec 1943 
Hennepin Co. MN. Wife of Rollie Justice Warner (1877-1958, F; 92812432) whom she 
married 17 Dec 1943 in Hennepin Co. MN. Buried in Lakewood Cemetery, Minneapolis, 
Hennepin MN. F: 92812601 

• Theodore Frank Norman, 14 Jan 1877 MN – 24 Mar 1947 Hennepin Co. MN. SSN 494-14-
5952. Married on 30 Dec 1920 in Hennepin Co. MN to Rose Moody Valentine. Theo F. 
Norman divorced Rose Norman in Dade Co. FL in 1944. According to his obituary, buried in 
Crystal Lake Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN but not on Find A Grave as of 8 Apr 
2022.  

• William Eugene Norman, 28 Jul 1881 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN – 17 Mar 1958 
Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. SSN 475-12-0322. Baptized 30 Sep 1881 in Augustana 
Lutheran Church, Minneapolis MN as William Jugen Norman. On his WWII draft 
registration, he lived at 2401 N. Lyndale Ave., Minneapolis MN & listed his NOK as J.B. 
Norman, 5007 Bruce Ave., Edina MN.  According to his obituary, buried in Crystal Lake 
Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN but not on Find A Grave as of 8 Apr 2022. 

• Edythe Norman Daily, 28 Dec 1884 MN (1883 in the 1900 census) – 12 Oct 1966 Hennepin 
Co. MN.  Her 1st name is found spelled Edith; her married surname is found as Daly & 
Dailey. – Wife of Addis Merritt Daily, 1 Nov 1881 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN – 15 Jan 1959 
Hennepin Co. MN, F: 121147487). Edythe A. Norman married Addis M. Daily on 17 Jun 1908 
in Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. - In the 1930 census for Minneapolis, Hennepin MN, Addis 
M. Daily (48 MN, father b. NY, mother b. MN) lived with wife Edith A. (46 MN, parents b. 
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Sweden) & son Clarence E. (15 MN) on Stevens Ave. – Buried in Lakewood Cemetery, 
Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. F; 121147494 

• Alma Augusta Norman Beardsley, 19 Sep 1885 MN – 21 Mar 1970 Ramsey Co. MN.  
Baptized 8 Nov 1885 in Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. Alma A. Norman married on 22 Oct 
1907 in Minneapolis, Hennepin MN to DeWitt Clinton Beardsley (b. 28 Jul 1884 Minneapolis, 
Hennepin MN to John Allen Beardsley & Mary L. Grove, SSN 701-07-0825). Alma & DeWitt 
are buried in Crystal Lake Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN but are not on Find A 
Grave as of 8 Apr 2022.  

• Warren Seagrave Norman, 6 Feb 1895 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN – 14 Jan 1920 
Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. The twin brother of John Jr., who was born 5 Feb 1895. Served 
in the US Marine Corps in WWI. Died from the results of being gassed on 19 Jul 1918 at 
Vierzy, France, during WWI while fetching water for wounded comrades. Unable to fight, he 
was returned to the US in Jan 1919 & went to a hospital in Colorado. He returned to the 
family home at 2401 Lyndale Ave. N., Minneapolis, in Sep 1919 on medical furlough & was 
bedridden until his death. Warren was nominated for the Distinguished Service Cross & the 
Croix de Guerre. His funeral was conducted from Highland Park Presbyterian Church. 
Buried in Crystal Lake Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. F: 228485831 

 
Notes:  
 
Although John Burton Norman Jr. had a twin brother – Warren Seagrave Norman – the two 
had different birthdays. John Jr. was born 5 Feb 1895 & Warren was born 6 Feb 1895 so 
presumably John Jr. was the older, born before midnight, and Warren was born after 
midnight.  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
The Tuscania was torpedoed & sank on John’s 23rd birthday. 
 
“Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the Minneapolis MN men 
on board Tuscania: John B. Norman Jr., 2401 Lyndale Ave. N. 
 
Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune" Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 – among those saved from Minneapolis 
MN: John B. Norman Jr., 2401 Lyndale Ave. N. 
 
"Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune" Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 2 - photo, resident of 2401 Lyndale Ave. N. 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Minneapolis (MN) Star” Thursday 6 Feb 1936 p 12 – a reunion at the Hotel Lowry in St. Paul 
will commemorate the 18th anniversary of the sinking of Tuscania. Among the Minneapolis 
attendees: John B. Norman 
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"Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune" 5 Feb 1937 p 10 - 15 Minneapolis Tuscania survivors are holding 
annual reunion at Nicollet Hotel, with arrangements by J.B. Norman  
 
“Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Wednesday 1 Feb 1939 p 5 – there were 85 survivors of Tuscania 
at the Nicollet Hotel on Saturday. J.B. Norman, head of the local chapter, is in charge of the 
meeting arrangements.  
 
“Minneapolis (MN) Star” Thursday 2 Feb 1939 p 12 – 100 men are attending the National Tuscania 
Survivors Association reunion at the Nicollet Hotel, among them John B. Norman, Jr., the vice 
president. 
 
"Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune" 4 Feb 1940 p 12 - photo - purchasing agent for MN & Ontario Paper 
Co., to attend NTSA reunion in Kenosha WI 
 
“Minneapolis (MN) Star” Friday 6 Feb 1942 p 14 – the annual meeting of the NTSA at Wisconsin 
Rapids Wi is being attended by 3 Minneapolis men, among them John B. Norman Jr. of 5007 Bruce 
Ave. 
 
“Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Wednesday 11 Oct 1944 p 14 – John B. Norman was elected to the 
board of governors of Interlachen Country Club. 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune" Saturday 22 Sep 1956 p 8 - deaths in Minneapolis: John B. Norman, 
age 61, 5007 Bruce Ave., Edina MN  
 
"Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune" 19 Sep 1956 p 26 - age 61, 5007 Bruce Ave., Edina, survived by wife 
Harriett M., stepson J.H. Lehy, 2 sisters, funeral 20 Sep, burial Lakewood  
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN – 619 N. 2nd St. 
John Norman, 33 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, policeman 
Carrie, 28 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, keeps house 
Allice, 5 MN 
Frank T., 3 MN 
 
1895 MN state census – Minneapolis, Hennepin MN – 619 – 2nd St. N. 
John Norman, 49 Sweden, sergeant, police 
Carrie, 44 Sweden 
Alice, 20 MN 
Theodore, 18 MN 
William, 14 MN 
Edith, 11 MN 
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Alma, 9 MN 
Warren, 4 months MN 
Burton, 4 months MN 
 
1900 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN – 2401 Lyndale Ave. N. 
John Norman, 54 Sweden, Nov 1845, parents b. Sweden, married 27 years, emigrated 
1868, in US for 32 years, naturalized, policeman 
Carrie, 58 Sweden, Jul 1851, parents b. Sweden, emigrated 1872, in US for 28 years, gave 
birth to 7 children, 7 are living 
Alice, 25 MN, Jun 1875 
Theodore, 23 MN, Jan 1877, clerk, clothing 
William W., 18 MN, Jul 1881, laborer, picture frame 
Edith, 16 MN, Dec 1883, kitchen mechanic 
Alma, 14 MN, Sep 1885, at school 
Warren, 5 MN, Feb 1895 [twin] 
John 5 MN, Feb 1895 [twin] 
 
1910 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN – 2401 Lyndale Ave. N. 
John Norman, 64 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, in 1st marriage, married 36 years, emigrated 
1869, naturalized, occupation: none 
Carrie, 58 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, in 1st marriage, emigrated 1872, gave birth to 7 
children, 7 are living 
Frank T., 33 MN, clerk, clothing 
William E., 28 MN, clerk, cigar store 
Warren S., 15 MN 
John B., 15 MN 
& servant Josie May Berg, 24 MN 
 
1920 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN – 2401 Lyndale Ave. N. – conducted 8 Jan 1920, John Jr.’s 
twin Warren dies 6 days later 
John Norman, 74 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, emigrated 1869, naturalized in 1875 
Carrie, 68 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, emigrated 1872, naturalized in 1875 
Frank T., 42 MN, salesman, merchandise 
William C., 38 MN, salesman, cigar store 
Warren S., 24 MN, occupation: none [Warren died 14 Jan 1920] 
John B., 24 MN, clerk, railroad company 
 
1930 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN – 4629 Bryant Ave. S. 
John B. Norman, 37 MN, parents b. Sweden, age 34 at 1st marriage, Twin Cities 
representative, wholesale hardware, WWI veteran 
Harriet M., 38 Canada, parents b. England, age 16 at 1st marriage 
John L. Leahy, 19 NE, father b. PA, mother b. Canada, salesman, bond & insurance 
company [stepson]  
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1940 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN – 3435 Holmes Ave. – same house in 1935 
John B. Norman Jr., 46 MN, executive, wholesale paper mill 
Harriet M., 47 Canada 
 
 


