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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 
 

Nickel, Oscar Josiah 
1877 IL – 1946 IL 
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Oscar Josiah Nickel – “Indianapolis (IN) Star” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 
 

 
“Indianapolis (IN) News” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 21 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_1521003240_0417-
00237?pId=898600 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7YYJ-HRW2 
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Peoria IL city directory 1900 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/339409989:2469  
 

 
“Muncie (IN) Evening Press” Saturday 7 Jun 1913 p 12 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/339409989:2469
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/339409989:2469
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“Indianapolis (IN) News” Tuesday 25 Nov 1913 p 9 

 
Wife: 

 

 
Marriage – “St. Louis (MO) Globe-Democrat” Saturday 29 Aug 1896 p 15 

 
 

Siblings: 
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IA death record of brother Albert C. Nickel (1869-1929) – 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61442/images/101784561_05329?pId=10164
3  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61442/images/101784561_05329?pId=101643
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61442/images/101784561_05329?pId=101643
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Obituary of brother Albert C. Nickel – “Iowa City (IA) Press-Citizen” Monday 14 Oct 1929 p 5 

 

 
Obituary of brother Albert C. Nickel – “Cedar Rapids (IA) Gazette” Friday 11 Oct 1929 p 30 
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TX death record of brother Clifton Oliver Nickel (1871-1951) – from a fractured skull in a car wreck 

on Highway 51 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062378-

00799?pId=771534833 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062378-00799?pId=771534833
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062378-00799?pId=771534833
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Obituary of sister Pearl Nickel Babb – Enemla Rude is the daughter of her brother Albert C. Nickel - 

“Los Angeles Times” Tuesday 1 Jan 1952 p 22 
 

 
 

 
        
 
Name:  Oscar Josiah Nickel 
Name variations:    
Military: 
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On Tuscania: 158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,030 
Entered service from:  Indianapolis, Marion IN 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Oscar J. Nickel 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Nona Nickel, 308 E. South St., Indianapolis IN 
Returned from war on: "Mexican" Feb 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Oscar J. Nickel (Fold3 indexed as Oscar J. Hickel but correct Nickel on 
original form) 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: wife Mrs. Nora Nickel, 316-1/2 Virginia Ave., Indianapolis IN 
(sgt, 158th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  as O.L. Nickel - 803-1/2 Venice Blvd., Los 
Angeles CA 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Oscar Josiah Nickel - b. 12 Jul 1877 Bluff Springs IL; 
res: Riverside S.S. Home [Riverside Soldiers & Sailors Home], Adams IL. NOK Mrs. Inez McAvoy, 
RFD 2, Peoria IL [sister]. Unemployed. Height: 5’9” – 167 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  8 Nov 1917 
Discharged:  25 Mar 1919 
Address:  848 Well St., Los Angeles CA 
Rank/unit:  sergeant, 12th Co., 158th Depot Brigade 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  12 Jul 1877 Bluff Springs, Cass IL  
Died: 15 Mar 1946 Adams Co. IL  
Find A Grave record: 101780605 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower  
Burial location:  Quincy, Adams IL 
Cemetery:  Sunset 
Tombstone:  veteran tombstone; Indiana Sgt. 158 Aero Sq 
 
Father:  Henry Nickel, Dec 1845 Darmstadt, Hesse, Germany – 28 Mar 1917 Beardstown, 
Cass IL. Buried in Oak Grove Cemetery, Beardstown, Cass IL. 
Find A Grave:  51513389 
 
Mother:  Lucinda (“Lucy”) Nash [perhaps Cool] Nickel Smith Robinson, 22 Feb 1850 IN – 17 
Aug 1921 Peoria, Peoria IL. – Surname also found as Cool. –  
Lucinda Nickel, also known as Lucinda Nash, resident of Peoria IL, age 50 at next birthday, 
born in France, daughter of David Nash & Elizabeth Lane, married 10 Sep 1899 at Peoria IL 
to Charles A. Smith, resident of Peoria IL, age 52 at next birthday, born England, 
coachman, son of Richard Smith & Charlotte Copeland. It was the 2nd marriage for both.   
Wife of William G. Robinson. In the 1920 census for Timber, Peoria IL, William Robinson (52 
England, parents b. England, mail carrier, rural route) lived on 6th St. with wife Lucinda S. 
Robinson (69 IN, parents’ birthplaces unknown.) Could he be the William Robinson buried 
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in the same cemetery as Lucinda? – b. 15 Sep 1861 Nassau, New Providence, Bahamas – 
d. 8 Jun 1934 Peoria, Peoria IL, son of John Robinson (England) & Elizabeth (Nassau, 
Bahamas), F: 138372919? 
Lucinda is buried in Springdale Cemetery & Mausoleum, Peoria, Peoria IL.  
Find A Grave:  27820446 
Parents’ marriage:  26 Aug 1868 Henry Nickel & Lucinda Nash in Cass Co. IL 
Marriage to Smith: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/91574821:61370?tid=25350535&pid=432175363786&queryId=0abc486eef0
1aa72734da262e369140b&_phsrc=hFB39804&_phstart=successSource 
 
Spouse: Winona (“Nona”) Stogsdill Nickel, 5 Aug 1873 – 12 Feb 1948. Buried in Mount 
Hope Cemetery, San Diego, San Diego CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  203318421 
Marriage:  
 
Children: 

• Pearl Lucille Nickel Iddings, 19 Mar 1903 IL – 20 May 1969 San Diego Co. CA. Also found as 
Clara Nickel and P. Lucille. – Wife of Charles Frederick Iddings (1902-1956, F: 142437844). -  
In the 1930 census for San Diego, San Diego CA, Charles F. Iddings (2 PA, parents b. KY, 
electrician, electric installation) lives at 941 – 39th St. with wife Lucille P. Iddings (26 IL, 
father b. IL, mother b. KS). In 1940 Charles Iddings (38 PA, electrician, gas & light co.) lives 
with his wife Lucille (37 IL) & her mother, Winona Nickel (67 IL) in El Cajon, San Diego CA. In 
1935 they had resided in San Diego CA.  

 
Siblings:  

• Albert C. Nickel, 18 Jul 1869 near Philadelphia, Cass Co. IL – 10 Oct 1929 Iowa City, 
Johnson IA (at the University of Iowa). Resident of 527 ½ First Ave. E., Cedar Rapids IA at 
time of death. Widower. Railroad & stationary engineer. Son of Henry Nickel (Germany) & 
Lucinda Nash (IN). Married 27 Jan 1893 in Jerseyville, Jersey IL to Melvina Hardin (Nov 1875 
IL – 23 Jul 1903 Moline, Rock Island IL, daughter of Isaac Harding & Sarah Jane Dixon, buried 
in Riverside Cemetery, Moline, Rock Island IL, F: 219477383. Melvina died of tuberculosis,; 
had 1 daughter. –  

• Clifton Oliver Nickel, 16 Jul 1871 IL – 16 Jan 1951 Pecos Co. TX. Died from a fractured skull 
received in an automobile crash on Highway 51. Married in 1894 to Sarah Emma Drake 
Greenwood (1868-1909, F: 157103661) who was earlier married to James E. Greenwood. 
Also married to Adeline M. (“Addie”) Swank (1879-1947, F: 103614187). Buried in Grape 
Creek Cemetery, Grape Creek, Tom Green Co. TX. F: 103614186 

• Inez L. Nickel McAvoy, 28 May 1886 IL – 3 Jan 1949. Wife of George Walter McAvoy (1879-
1954, F: 157102855). Buried in Lancaster Cemetery, Glasford, Peoria IL. F; 157102890 

• Pearl Nickel Babb, 28 Aug 1891 IL – 28 Dec 1951 Los Angeles Co. CA. SSN 566-24-5042. 
Wife of G.H. Babb in the Nov 1929 obituary of her brother Albert Nickel. Wife of George 
Howard Babb, 6 Oct 1893 Galesburg, Knox IL – 6 Sep 1947 Los Angeles Co. CA, son of 
George Howard Babb & Josephine Ida Haynes, who is buried in Los Angeles National 
Cemetery, Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA, F: 3686569. – In the 1930 census of Los Angeles, 
Los Angeles CA, George H. Babb (36 IL, salesman, auto corporation) lives at 8519 Alcott 
with wife Pearl C. Babb (38 IL, father b. Germany, mother b. US, a bookkeeper at a soap 
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manufacturing company). Pearl’s obituary mentions a surviving niece, Enelma Defaine 
Nickel Bugee (1913 Mrs. Leo Vincent Bugee) Shomler (1925 Mrs. John Rosoe Shomler) Rude 
(Mrs. Richard Guy Rude), who is the daughter of Pearl’s brother Albert C. Nickel.  

 
 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
1900 Peoria IL city directory 
Nickel, Lucy L., Mrs. (widow of Henry), resident of 111 Baldwin Ave. [Henry dies in 1917] 
 
“Indianapolis (IN) News” Wednesday 10 Feb 1909 p 14 – Marion Co. IN paid O.J. Nickel 
$36.82 for repairs done to the asylum for the insane. 
 
“Indianapolis (IN) News” Monday 8 Mar 1909 p 14 – Marion Co. IN paid O.J. Nickel $36.07 
for repairs done to the asylum for the insane. 
 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
1921 San Diego CA city directory: 
Nickel 
Lucille, clerk, Whitney & Co., resident of 1217 “G” 
Oscar J. (Nora), painter, resident of 1217 “G” 
 
1930 CA voter registration 
Oscar J. Nickel, painter, Republican, 1466 Dana St. 
 
1937 Peoria IL city directory 
Oscar J.  Nickel, painter, resident of 318 Garden 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 329-05-3329 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Township 18N, Range 11W, Cass Co. IL 
Henry Nickel, 34 Darmstadt, Germany – parents b. Darmstadt, Germany – laborer 
Lucinda, 28 IN, parents b. IN, keeping house 
& 3 sons: 
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C.A., 10 IL, at home [Albert C.] 
C.O., 8 IL, at home [Clifton Oliver] 
J.O., 4 IL, at home [Oscar Josiah] 
 
1900 Beardstown, Cass IL -  
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/636518:7602 
entry for Pearl NICHOLS, 8 IL, b. Aug 1891, father b. Germany, mother b. IN, a boarder, is 
linked back to page 17, line 14, on which appears: 
Henry Nickel, 54 Germany, parents b. Germany, divorced, emigrated in 1855, in US for 45 
years, naturalized, shoemaker. 
Both are boarders with Henry & Emma Cowen & their 3 daughters.  
 
1910 Indianapolis, Marion IN – Noble 
Oscar J. NICKLE, 35 IL, parents b. IL, married 14 years, contractor 
Nora, 36 IL, father b. IN, mother b. IL, gave birth to 2 children, 1 is living 
Clara, 7 IL 
& mother-in-law Margurite Buda, 67 IL, parents b. KY 
 
1920 San Diego, San Diego CA – 650 – 11th St. 
Oscar J. Nickel, 44 IL, father b. Darmstadt, Germany, mother b. IL, painter, steeple jack 
Nora, 45 IL, father b. IN, mother b. IL 
Lucile P., 16 IL, operator, telephone 
 
1940 Riverside, Adams IL – in the Illinois soldiers & Sailors Home & Hospital – in 1935 in 
Peoria, Peoria IL 
Oscar J. NICHEL, 62 IN, member, institution, single [on line 17] 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/636518:7602

