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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

Nichols, Leslie Lewis 
1891 CA – 1923 CA 
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Leslie Lewis Nichols – “San Francisco Chronicle” 11 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WS8B-7XPZ 

 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WS8B-7XPZ
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1631315:2590?tid=&pid=&queryId=deed83532e1ae7de1fcd843f965d1cfd&_phsrc=h

FB39711&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1631315:2590?tid=&pid=&queryId=deed83532e1ae7de1fcd843f965d1cfd&_phsrc=hFB39711&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1631315:2590?tid=&pid=&queryId=deed83532e1ae7de1fcd843f965d1cfd&_phsrc=hFB39711&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1631315:2590?tid=&pid=&queryId=deed83532e1ae7de1fcd843f965d1cfd&_phsrc=hFB39711&_phstart=successSource
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“San Francisco (CA) Examiner” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Modesto (CA) Bee” Friday 8 Mar 1918 p 7 
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Wife: 

 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QL41-XM4H 

 
  

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QL41-XM4H
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“San Francisco Chronicle” Wednesday 14 Feb 1923 p 3 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/27619899/?terms=%22leslie%20nichols%22&match=1 AND 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/098b86cc-8197-466d-8064-
e5ebc611c704?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/27619899/?terms=%22leslie%20nichols%22&match=1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/098b86cc-8197-466d-8064-e5ebc611c704?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/098b86cc-8197-466d-8064-e5ebc611c704?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/098b86cc-8197-466d-8064-e5ebc611c704?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource
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“San Francisco Examiner” Wednesday 14 Feb 1923 p 17 

 
Father: 

 

  
father Joseph Brayton Nichols - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/8504936/person/-

646061899/media/94def3cf-24fe-48a3-a35d-8b18a40b2857 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/8504936/person/-646061899/media/94def3cf-24fe-48a3-a35d-8b18a40b2857
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/8504936/person/-646061899/media/94def3cf-24fe-48a3-a35d-8b18a40b2857
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“San Francisco Call” Thursday 25 Oct 1900 p 11 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/8504936/person/-646061899/media/6407a354-4af1-4086-bc69-74bc69d36580 and 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/78276145/?terms=%22nichols%20joseph%22&match=1  

 

 
“Sacramento (CA) Bee” Saturday 5 Jan 1867 p 3 

 
Mother: 

 

 
Mother Mary Kimball Freeman Nichols – Find A Grave 8706083 

 
Siblings: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/8504936/person/-646061899/media/6407a354-4af1-4086-bc69-74bc69d36580
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/8504936/person/-646061899/media/6407a354-4af1-4086-bc69-74bc69d36580
https://www.newspapers.com/image/78276145/?terms=%22nichols%20joseph%22&match=1
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Obituary of sister Clara Nichols O’Connor Collins Mason (1869-1938) – “Sacramento (CA) Bee” 

Saturday 9 Jul 1938 p 19 
 

 
Clara Bell Nichols O’Connor Collins Mason - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692731/media/ca18e66e-cef8-4aa5-9d7a-2cafdc7092ce 
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Marriage of Clara Belle Nichols to 1st husband, Thomas O’Connor, on 17 Aug 1898 – “Oakland (CA) 

Tribune” Saturday 27 Aug 1898 p 6 
 

 
Divorce petition by Clara Belle Nichols O’Connor against husband Thomas J. O’Connor – “Oakland 

(CA) Tribune” Saturday 6 May 1911 p 18 
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Obituary of Clara Bell Nichols O’Connor Collins Mason’s 2nd husband, Archibald F. (not E.) Collins – 

“Modesto (CA) Morning Herald” Tuesday 7 Dec 1915 p 5 
 

 
Sister Hattie L. Nichols Simpson (1874-1960) – Find A Grave 27535025 

 
Murder: 
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“Fresno (CA) Bee” Thursday 25 Jan 1923 p 1 
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“Colton (CA) Daily Courier” Friday 26 Jan 1923 p 1 
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“Redding (CA) Searchlight” Friday 26 Jan 1923 p 1 
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“Santa Ana (CA) Register” Friday 26 Jan 1923 p 8 
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“Los Angeles Times” Friday 26 Jan 1923 p 4 
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“Long Beach (CA) Press” Saturday 27 Jan 1923 p 2 
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Left: “Sacramento (CA) Bee” Saturday 27 Jan 1923 p 13 – Right: “San Bernardino (CA) County Sun” 
Sunday 28 Jan 1923 p 1 
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“San Francisco Examiner” Sunday 28 Jan 1923 p 6 
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“Long Beach (CA) Press-Telegram” Wednesday 31 Jan 1923 p 28 
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“Banning (CA) Record” Thursday 8 Feb 1923 p 8 
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“Los Angeles Times” Tuesday 10 Apr 1923 p 7 
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“San Bernardino (CA) County Sun” Thursday 12 Apr 1923 p 1 
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“Los Angeles Times” Thursday 12 Apr 1923 p 17 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/380580451/?terms=%22noose%20tightens%20on%20boy%
22&match=1 and https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/eac36a4c-96f6-44c3-b64b-
34697b4acf4f?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/380580451/?terms=%22noose%20tightens%20on%20boy%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/380580451/?terms=%22noose%20tightens%20on%20boy%22&match=1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/eac36a4c-96f6-44c3-b64b-34697b4acf4f?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/eac36a4c-96f6-44c3-b64b-34697b4acf4f?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/eac36a4c-96f6-44c3-b64b-34697b4acf4f?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource
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“Sacramento (CA) Star” Friday 13 Apr 1923 p 7 

 

 
“San Francisco Chronicle” Sunday 15 Apr 1923 p 16 
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“Pomona (CA) Progress” Thursday 21 Jun 1923 p 1 
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“Modesto (CA) Bee” Friday 22 Jun 1923 p 1 
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“La Grande (OR) Observer” Friday 22 Jun 1923 p 1 & p 5 -  

https://www.newspapers.com/image/100267728 and 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/100267732 and https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/ed1f5b65-958c-4816-a39d-
3cd82de7c0ff?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource  

 
 
 

His murderers: 
 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/100267728
https://www.newspapers.com/image/100267732
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/ed1f5b65-958c-4816-a39d-3cd82de7c0ff?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/ed1f5b65-958c-4816-a39d-3cd82de7c0ff?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/ed1f5b65-958c-4816-a39d-3cd82de7c0ff?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource
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“Modesto (CA) Bee” Tuesday 13 Feb 1923 p 12 -  

https://www.newspapers.com/image/689358325/?terms=%22spell%20of%20desert%22%20mod
esto&match=1 and https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/190868cd-0c7e-46a5-9512-
b7b194db94d2?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
Lawrence C. Campbell (1905 MI – hanged 22 Jun 1923 at San Quentin Prison, Marin Co. CA). Born 
1905 Marquette, Marquette MI. One of the youngest men executed in CA. CA prisoner #37725. 
Campbell is buried in San Quentin Prison Cemetery, San Rafael, Marin CA. F: 131685542. He was 
the son of John D. Campbell & Jennie LaBine.  

https://www.newspapers.com/image/689358325/?terms=%22spell%20of%20desert%22%20modesto&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/689358325/?terms=%22spell%20of%20desert%22%20modesto&match=1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/190868cd-0c7e-46a5-9512-b7b194db94d2?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/190868cd-0c7e-46a5-9512-b7b194db94d2?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/190868cd-0c7e-46a5-9512-b7b194db94d2?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource


 

53 
 

 
 

 

execution of Lawrence C. Campbell - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8833/images/40477_2221301551_2455-

02313?pId=281676 
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Prisoners #37725 (Campbell & #37726 (Davis) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8833/images/40476_332983-
00144?pId=63772  

 

 
 

Prisoner #37726 – Charles Davis – entered prison 15 Apr 1923, paroled 5 Aug 1940 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8833/images/40477_2221301551_2432-

00094?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=9ec563e6231b2042dd7a69442f55d376&usePUB=tru
e&_phsrc=hFB39730&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=207485 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8833/images/40476_332983-00144?pId=63772
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8833/images/40476_332983-00144?pId=63772
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8833/images/40477_2221301551_2455-
02315?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=9ec563e6231b2042dd7a69442f55d376&usePUB=tru

e&_phsrc=hFB39732&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=281678  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/16919797:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=42edf3c1ece6016905dcd2a8a0416e0e&_phsrc

=hFB39734&_phstart=successSource  
   

Although newspaper reports of the time say Charles Davis was from Alabama, his other records 
indicate he was born in Tennessee. This appears to be the correct man – although reports of the 

time say he was 44 days short of his 18th birthday when he murdered Leslie Nichols – but conflicting 
reports say he was only 16 at the time so there are questions now (as there were then) about his 

real age. 
In the 1930 census, Charles L. [sic] Davis, 25 US, was a laborer in the San Quentin Prison Road 

Camp, Weaverville, Trinity CA. 
In the 1940 census for Monrovia, Los Angeles Co. CA, Charles C. Davis, 34 TN, was an inmate in the 

State Prison Camp. 
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Name:  Leslie Lewis Nichols 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,607 
Entered service from:  San Francisco, San Francisco CA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Leslie L. Nichols  
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Mrs. L.L. Nichols, 638 - 8th Ave., San Francisco CA 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Leslie L. Nichols (Fold3 indexed as Leslie L. Nicholas but reads Nichols 
on original form) 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: wife Mrs. Mary E. Nichols, 638 - 8th Ave., San Francisco CA 
(PFC, Engrs)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Leslie L. Nichols - b. 8 Nov 1891 Solano CA; res: 638 – 
8th Ave. San Francisco CA. Married, with wife. Insurance clerk, Northern Assurance Co., 330 
California St., San Francisco CA. Short in height, medium build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  7 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  12 Jun 1919 
Address:  619 Blaboa [sic/Balboa] St., San Francisco CA 
Rank/unit:  private 1st class, 17th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 8 Nov 1891 Solano Co. CA  
Died: 20 Jan 1923 Ogilby/Nilan, Imperial Co. CA (murdered by 2 hitchhiking teenagers, shot & 
stoned to death, 1 of killers became youngest to hang in CA)   
Find A Grave record: 100540094 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  San Francisco, San Francisco CA [according to Find A Grave, reinterred 1 
Jul 1939 in San Francisco National Cemetery] 
Cemetery:  San Francisco National 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: California Pvt 1 Cl. 20 Engrs.    
 
Father:  Joseph Brayton Nichols, 17 Jun 1844 Fall River, Bristol MA – 23 Oct 1900 San 
Francisco, San Francisco CA. Son of William H. Nichols & Eliza Dean. Buried in Rockville 
Cemetery, Fairfield, Solano CA. 
Find A Grave: 8706060   
 
Mother: Mary Kimball Freeman Nichols, Sep 1847 MI – 20 Mar 1920 Solano Co. CA. 
Daughter of Otis Curtis Freeman & Lucinda Woodworth. Appointed postmaster of 
Rockville, Solano CA 4 May 1898. Buried in Rockville Cemetery, Fairfield, Solano CA. 
Find A Grave:  8706083 
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Parents’ marriage:  25 Dec 1866 Benicia, Solano CA 
 
Spouse: Mary Elizabeth Jeffery Nichols Macbride, 1 Sep 1897 CA – 16 Apr 1988 Kern Co. 
CA.  SSN 554-21-0189. Daughter of William T.C. Jeffery & Louisa Van Nostrand. Mary 
Macbride’s CA Death Index notes her father as Jeffery & her mother as Nostrand.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  16 Jan 1915 in San Francisco, San Francisco CA at St. James’s Church by 
Catholic priest Fr. Michael R. Powers. Leslie Lewis, age 23, son of Joseph B. Nichols & Mary 
K. Freeman and Mary Elizabeth Jeffery, age 17, daughter of William T.C. Jeffery & Louisa 
van Nostrand. According to veteran records, she entered military service on 10 Aug 1919 in 
San Francisco CA.  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: Leslie was the youngest child. 

• Clara Bell/Belle Nichols O’Connor Collins Mason, 4 Dec 1869 Benicia, Solano CA – 21 Jun 
1938 San Francisco, San Franciso CA. - First married to Thomas J. O’Connor, whom she 
married in St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, San Francisco, San Francisco CA on 17 Aug 
1898. Their son Harvey Nichols O’Connor was born 28 Apr 1900, died 3 Jan 1902, buried in 
the same cemetery as his mother, F: 164967306. She filed for divorce in May 1911. –  In 
1914 registered to vote in CA as Clara B. O’Connor of Oakland CA, housekeeper, 
Progressive Party. - Married to Archibald F. Collins, son of Benjamin Moss Collins & Clarissa 
Jane Rose, on 2 Jun 1912 in Alameda Co. CA. In the “Alameda (CA) Daily Argus” Monday 3 
Jun 1912 p 6, marriage license application in city of Alameda CA: Archie F. Collins, age 35, 
of Turlock CA & Clara B. O’Connor, age 36, of Oakland CA. Arch/Archie, b. 1877 CA, died 5 
Dec 1915 in Stanislaus Co. CA & is buried in Modesto Citizens Cemetery, Modesto, 
Stanislaus CA, F: 57527506. – In the 1920 census for Suisun, Solano CA, Clara B. Collins 
(50 CA, widow, father b. MA, mother b. MI) & her mother Mary F. Nichols (72 MI, widow, 
father b. NH, mother b. NY) were servants for a private family, living with brothers Homer L. 
Burrell (26 CA) & Elmer E. Burrell (28 CA), grain farmers. - Died with surname Mason. Buried 
in Benicia City Cemetery, Benicia, Solano CA. F: 164948647 

• Joseph Gordon Nichols, 26 Apr 1872 CA – 13 Feb 1946 San Francisco Co. CA. Husband of 
Leona Bell Harwell (1879-1921, F: 100945196), daughter of Jasper Marion Harwell & Mary 
Tennessee N. Logan, whom he married 8 Sep 1901 in Rockville, Solano CA. Joseph’s 
brother Oscar marries Leona’s sister Opehalia Harwell. Buried in Clovis Cemetery, Clovis, 
Fresno CA. F: 100944944 

• Hattie L. Nichols Simpson, 6 Aug 1874 CA – 6 May 1960 Loma Linda, San Bernardino CA. 
Wife of Perry Oliver Simpson (1877-1952, F: 27535026). Buried in Hillside Memorial Park, 
Redlands, San Bernardino CA. F: 27535025 

• Oscar Henry Nichols, 17 Jan 1877 Benicia, Solano CA – 28 Jun 1959 Mariposa Co. CA. 
Husband of Opehelia Josephine (“Josie”) Harwell (1877-1972, F: 100945464), the daughter 
of Joseph Marion Harwell & Mary Tennessee N. Logan. Oscar’s brother Joseph married 
Opehelia’s sister Leona. Buried in Clovis Cemetery, Clovis, Fresno CA. F: 100945323 

• Cecil Irene Nichols Stewart, 22 Jun 1879 Benicia, Solano CA – 20 Jun 1967 San Diego, San 
Diego CA. Wife of Robert Stewart (1864-1927, F: 170985950). Buried in Rockville Cemetery, 
Fairfield, Solano CA. F: 8706100 
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• Neva May Nichols Murray, 4 Jan 1882 Benicia, Solano CA – 22 May 1976 Sonoma Co. CA. 
Wife of John H. Murray (1877-1965, F: 8706036). Buried in Rockville Cemetery, Fairfield, 
Solano CA. F: 8706045 

• Bertha Adeline Nichols Owen, 29 Sep 1886 CA – 11 Aug 1954 Los Angeles Co. CA. Wie of 
Carl P.L. Owen (1889-1975, F; 47543475). Buried in Grand View Memorial Park & 
Crematory, Glendale, Los Angeles CA. F: 47543474 

• Ruth Alice Nichols Wallace, 23 Feb 1887 CA – 29 Mar 1915 Alameda Co. CA. Married in 
1910 to Joseph Ross Wallace (1880-1941, F: 167382626). Buried in Chapel of the Chimes 
Columbarium & Mausoleum, Oakland, Alameda CA. F; 181080417 

• Raymond Lawton Nichols, 4 Jan 1889 Cordelia, Solano CA – 4 Mar 1966 CA. Husband of 
Myrtle L. (1895-1955, F: 98522107). Buried in Clovis Cemetery, Clovis, Fresno CA. F: 
98521554 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“San Francisco Chronicle” 11 Feb 1918 – photo - a cable was received that he is safe. Lesie’s 
parents & wife live at 633 - 8th Ave., San Francisco CA> 
 
“San Francisco Examiner” 11 Feb 1918 p 3 – Leslie’s mother is Mrs. Mary Freeman Nichols, 638 - 
8th Ave., San Francisco CA. She never thought him dead. Leslie is age 26, her youngest child. His 
"brave little wife" didn't hold him back. His ancestors have fought in almost every American war. In 
his last letter roaring to get the Kaiser  
 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
-  
Numerous CA newspaper articles including "San Francisco Examiner" 26 Jun 1923 p4, "Oakland 
Tribune" 27 Jan 1923 p 13, "Los Angeles Times" 28 Jan 1923 p2 -  Leslie was a special agent of 
Northern Assurance Co. of London, investigating car thefts. He picked up 2 teens hitchhiking in the 
Mojave Desert, who hit him in the head with a rock when he was drinking water, shot him, robbed 
him, stripped him naked. Nichols ran, but they shot him again & stoned him several times. 
 
Lawrence  Clarence (“Frank”) Campbell was 18 years old. Convicted of murder & hanged 28 Jun 
1923 in San Quentin, one of the youngest persons hanged in CA. Campbell is buried in the San 
Quentin Prison Cemetery, F: 131685542. His accomplice, 17-yr-old Charles Davis, was given a life 
sentence. Both confessed after being overheard by a jailer. Newspapers said both were exalted, 
gloating, non-remorseful. 
They were captured because they had no papers for the car stolen from Nichols. Nichols’s body 
was found buried in sand about 50 miles SE of Mecca CA.  
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Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Green Valley Judicial Township, Solano Co. CA [Joseph died 23 Oct 1900] 
Jos. B. Nichols, 55 MA, Jun 1845, parents b. MA, married 33 years, day laborer 
Mary, 53 MI, Sep 1847, father b. VT, mother b. NY, gave birth to 11 children, 11 are living 
Oscar, 23 CA, Jan 1877, farm laborer 
Gordon, 28 CA, Apr 1872, farm laborer 
Neva, 18 CA, Jan 1882, at school 
Bertha, 16 CA, Sep 1884, at school 
Ruth, 13 CA, Feb 1887, at school 
Raymond, 11 CA, Jun 1889, at school 
Leslie, 9 CA, Nov 1891, at school 
 
1910 Oakland, Alameda CA – 670 E. 23rd St. 
Mary F. Nichols, 62 MI, widow, gave birth to 11 children, 10 are living 
Bertha A., 24 CA, saleswoman, department store 
Ruth A., 23 CA, cashier, shoe store 
Raymond L., 21 CA, carpenter, house 
Leslie L., 18 CA, clerk, insurance 
Clara M. O’Connor, 40 CA, married, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 1 children, none are living, 
tailoress, tailor shop [daughter of Mary – she sues for divorce in 1911] 
 
 


