DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
This document lacks 1950 census data.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin
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“San Francisco (CA) Examiner” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 3



TUSCANIA SURVIVOR
TELLS EXPERIENCE
IN TRAGIC EVENT

p—

Thiv letter from a survivor of the
Ilfated Tuscania, written by Leslie
L. Nichols, Company I, 6th Battal
fon, 20th Engineers N. A, A. E. F,
from somewhere in Ireland on Feb-
ruary 9th, and Just recelved by his
mothep, Mrs. M. ¥F. Nichols, and sls-

"l ter, Mrs, C. B, Collins, 1606 H street,

ives Interesting detalls of the tragle
neldent.  Nichols' wife llves at San
Franclsco., Nlichols enlisted Decem:
ber 1st and after tralning at Amer-

“Hlean University, Washington, D. ¢,

was enroute 1o Franee with his bat-
tallon uboard the Tuscania. Nichols
has o wurm spot in his heart for the
Irish as result of their royal kindness

Cito the survivors,  Thoe letter follows:

Y. M. C. A, Military Camp Dept,,
H, 1 H, Duke of Conmaught,
Feb. 9, 1018,




Dear Folk:

Well 1T suppose yvou have been do
ing o lot of worrying about not hay-
ing heard from me for so long and
then hoving the Tuscanla sunk, but
bere T am o Ireland safe and sound.

I was on (he Tuscanin all right
and  sitting up on my  bunk Jjust
ready to go to supper when the
torpedo  strunek  and  all the  lights
woent out,  We grabbed our HE belts
and beat it to our boat stations and
lowered away our boats. [ was one
of 20 who were detailed to lower
wway hoats 14 and lda and we gol
hem hoth off In good shape without
any confusion, although none of the
<hip’s crew were there to help us or
show us how., | was the last pan
to get into hoat 1A, Then we
shoved away trom the ship and were
carried out and under the ' stern
and almost broken to pieces there
hy the shock,

We finally got clear and then
found that we had no lantern and
only two oar locks and one bucket
and the plug was out of the hottom
of the boat. This all happened at
about 6:30 p. m. und we sure had
some work to keep that boat headed

into the wind and waves and keep
the water down. T was standing iu




jtho stern in water up to my kneen
‘bailing just as fast as I could for
irlvo hours until we. were picked up
‘by the patrol boat at 11:45,

. We were given some hot tea af
once and had a chance to take off
our shoes at least and half dry out,
We were landed at Larne, county
of Autrim, Ireland, at about 8 o'clock
on Wednesday morning, taken to the
main hotels and given a hot meal
and then some of the fellows were
given dry colthes,

The people of that town and thoe
St. John's Voluntary Ald  Soclety
girls from Canada) surely did treat
18 fine. They seemed to be passing
nt coffee, tea, cakes and cigarette:
aevery five minutes. They gave us an
entertainment and the town gave s
one the following night. Nothing
seemed too good for us. You see we
were the first American troops that
ever landed in Ireland and the peo
ple cure gave us some welcome, |
gave away what little money I had
a8 o sOUVenirs, and my collar ornas-
ments as well. All that | got awa
from the ship was my serviee O, I
sult, a life heltr and my sweutes
fGverything else went down. 1 did
not have a hat or overcoat, bat now
have a DBritish overcoat aud a helmet




and will get a new outfit when we
reach the U, 8. base,

Friday we left Lorne and arrvived
at  Randlestown.* We found abont
400 more of the fellows Liere. That
makes about 1,000 here and guess
wo will join the rest of them tomor-
row some time, as [ think we will
leave here tomorrow morning to go
‘across to Scotland and then take the
train for London or somewhere near
there,

All of our service records have
been lost and we have not yet been
paid for January. It is hard to say
when we will get our money now.
When we get near London 1T am go-
ing to try to get a pass and will
€0 to the porthern office and draw
o lttle (o couple of pounds or so)
0 1 can get o new razor and tollet
articles.  They will probubly give it
to me there and deduct it from my
salary In San Francisco. | will send
n cable from there too.

I was told by one of the officers
that you would be notiffed by wire
by the Government before the news
got into the papers, 1 certainly hope
that they did, bnt am going to send
another one us soon as | can get
the price us 1 am all right and know
vou will be worrying. Have quite a




W o W T
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Teold a8 a result but it does not

amount to anything,

There are only 170 missing loday,
o | think that we came out fine
as o whole, 1 sure was sorry to lose
that fine outfit that 1 had in my
hag, but of course that amounts 1o
very little,

It was sure fine to see the way all
of the troops on that big ship acted
when we were struck. Some of us
shouted to take It eusy. There way
no confusion or crowding and they
Teame up on deck and went to their
proper statlons Just as If it were
only a boat drill. A few boats were
ﬁcapslzed in launching bocausze there
were no members of the erew aronnd
that knew anything more ahout it
than we did. On one boat the rope
broke and it dropped into the water,

Well, I can't settle down to write
nboat anylhing else Just yet, but
flwl write again Just as #oon as we
get  to some  hall-way permanent
camp.  After coming through that
scrape you can Just bet I am leading
g more Christian Wfe and say my
prayers & lMitle more regularly. |
sure did some sflent praying while
ln_!_lut hont.. i

The patrol plcked us up over 20
miles from the wreck and they said
that we wounld have been on the

and il any one ever says un,\'thlm'.'-
against the Irish [n my presence |
am afraid that there will be trouble,
Wwell, | am going to close now, With
lots of love, Leslie,
Private Leslle 1. Nichols, Co. E, 6th
BattaJlon, 20th Engineers N, A,

A. E. I, vin New York.

“Modesto (CA) Bee” Friday 8 Mar 1918 p 7
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Wife: o

PLACE OF MARRIAGE C
ALIF N
CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO oilr:‘:‘ AEIQTEKT?IOQZE‘IS:(‘SH EALTH
CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE e
State Index No..........

TRUE COPY OF ORIGINAL
LOCAL REGISTERED N0, (57,

PERSONAL AND STATISTICAL PARTICULARS

GROOM BRIDE
Full Name Full Name
__ Leslis Lewie Nichols Mery Flizebath Jeffaery
Residence Renidence F T
229 2lst St. 3279 21t St.
Color Age at Last Color = R YR T - e
Rac irthday.oe....o., o R K irthday.-.......17..
o Ree | White hers (earss R 1,0, 7 3 e L. Veary ™"
Wiowed Number of Widowea Number of )
nrlDOlZ:;:ed ."ingle _pg‘in'?llzgeo 1 or Divorced Sinpla Mul::‘rl:rgco 2
Birthplace  Cplifornia Birthplace  Calfornig BRI SR =
(State_or Country) (State or Country) =2
Oceupation X Occupation N
Fire insurence clerk Stenogrepher
Name af z e an Luanoprapner SIS T
Name of = , Name of
Father  Joseph B. Ni chols Father WALlliem. 3.: Cs d effary
Birthplace Birthplace <3t Ere e
F 888. f Fathe 180
‘:‘_ Lh“ M s (State or Country) e Pemls]lv&“&%’r Country)
#nﬁcn 2 #{hiden . e T
Mother  Mery K. Freemen Moter Louise Ven Nostrend
;I}Tr:tgi:hu of Michigan ’B“frfkp‘l'nca of Celif 3 R
st g (State or Country) b Ll or“aﬁﬁnc or Country)

Maiden Name of the Bride, if She Was Previously Marrled.............cooorrerisnsennrennons
hereby certify that the information given therein is correct, lo the best of our

WE, the groom and bride named in this certificate,
knowledge and belief.

..beslie Lewls.Niehols........ Groom. Meary Flizebeth Jeffery Bride.
CERTIFICATE OF PERSON PERFORMING CEREMONY .

I HEREBY CERTIFY that.. 1:281lle Tewie Nichols e e and
Mery Blizebeth Jeffery were joined in Marriage by me in accordance with the laws of the State of California, at
St demas' ChReeh . this....SiXteenth day of..denuery, 1915,
whinature of e Rdwerd H. . peigoature of P Micheel R. Power .

Marriage the Ceremony

Official Position....C05N011¢ Priest =

Residence............~4<+ Henr ...
1086 Guarrero St.

led
Jan. 18, 1915. F. Godchsux. Resid

................. I{eglstrar’ .County Recorder.

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QL41-XM4H
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Now Sole rtof Blind| ¢
Fathey and Aged In-

Becauss two th-nu-oq
boys out on the lonaly stretohes of
'| the Mojave desert saw Iife wrong
enough to slay 'a man for his au-|§
tomoblile and $7.50 In momay, %
widow who has known years of
thaltering care In her own ha
| home ia now facing the world alone
' and wresting from It a livelihood for
reelf, & biind father and an ln-
4 sunt,

Bhe s Mary B Nichola, 35, widow

Mrs. Mary E. Nichols, widow of Leslie Nichols, who was
slain on Mojave desert last month, and who has obtained employ-
nzd!alhewdha(nnﬂy.
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of Leslle Nichols, the San Fran-
olscan who was so brutally shot and
stoned to déath last month dy the
two youths, whom he picked up

afoot upon the desert.

ive weeks ago Mrs. Nichols was
in Los Angeles awalting her hus-
band’'s return from his trip through
the southern end of the State, where
he was employed as an adjuster of
automobile losses. The young couple
were to meet on January 1§ and
celebrate their elghth wedding an-
niversary. The 16th came and went,
but with it Nichols came not. In-
stead, he lay dead upon the desert,
where his body was not found until
a week ter,

In thesé bdrief five weeks aince
tragedy entered the modest Nichols
home at 619 Balboa street, where
the wife, her sightless father and
sick aunt lived, safe In the protec-
tion of Les!lse Nichols, the head of
the household. Mrs. Nichols has
gone out Into the maslstrom of
business and obtained = position,

-

80 that she can care for her little
family.

Her first step In picking up the
thread of life and “carrying on"
was to take the State Civil SBervice
oxamination for clerks and stenog-
rephers. Here she was succesaful,
and successful to such an extent
that her name ranked among the
highest, and she was cited for a

place Immediately.

From soveral ndidates she wan
chosen by WIill J, French, chairman
of the California Industrial Accl-
dent Commission, to i1l an impor-
un't vacancy upon the commission
staff.

“To glive up crushed by my %or-
row? That s what many folks
thought I would do,” she asmliles
bravely over her typewriter. “Bul
that is not what Leslle would want
me to do, or what | should do, I
have my people to care for, and I
am happy in doing It. Work is tha
greal curative for grief, and in my
work I am ‘carrying on' for my
husPand.”

= ]

—— - -

—————

“San Francisco Chronicle” Wednesday 14 Feb 1923 p 3 -
https://www.newspapers.com/image/27619899/?terms=%22leslie%20nichols%22&match=1 AND

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/098b86cc-8197-466d-8064-

e5ebc611¢c704?_phsrc=hFB39708&_ phstart=successSource
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https://www.newspapers.com/image/27619899/?terms=%22leslie%20nichols%22&match=1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/098b86cc-8197-466d-8064-e5ebc611c704?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/098b86cc-8197-466d-8064-e5ebc611c704?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/098b86cc-8197-466d-8064-e5ebc611c704?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource

“San Francisco Examiner” Wednesday 14 Feb 1923 p 17

Father:

father Joseph Brayton Nichols - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/8504936/person/-
646061899/media/94def3cf-24fe-48a3-a35d-8b18a40b2857
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/8504936/person/-646061899/media/94def3cf-24fe-48a3-a35d-8b18a40b2857
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/8504936/person/-646061899/media/94def3cf-24fe-48a3-a35d-8b18a40b2857

'IB. OLS—In this city, -m-ll& w
Nichols, beloved husband -
Nieloh. native of Fall River, Mass., aged
88 years 3 months and 6 days.
- — > S——— — —
“San Francisco Call” Thursday 25 Oct 1900 p 11 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/8504936/person/-646061899/media/6407a354-4af1-4086-bc69-74bc69d36580 and
https://www.newspapers.com/image/78276145/?terms=%22nichols%20joseph%22&match=1

MAMMIAGENS.

e Hen cla, Dec. 25th, Joseph B Nichols to

Mary © Freeman
“Sacramento (CA) Bee” Saturday 5Jan 1867 p 3

Mother:

Mother Mary Kimball Freeman Nichols - Find A Grave 8706083

Siblings:

14


https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/8504936/person/-646061899/media/6407a354-4af1-4086-bc69-74bc69d36580
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/8504936/person/-646061899/media/6407a354-4af1-4086-bc69-74bc69d36580
https://www.newspapers.com/image/78276145/?terms=%22nichols%20joseph%22&match=1

Obituary of sister Clara Nichols O’Connor Collins Mason (1869-1938) — “Sacramento (CA) Bee”
Saturday 9 Jul 1938 p 19

Clara Bell Nichols O’Connor Collins Mason - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692731/media/ca18e66e-cef8-4aab-9d7a-2cafdc7092ce
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0’CONNOR-NICHOLS,
Thomas O'Connor and Miss Clara

Belle Nichols, both of this city, were
quietly married at St. Stephen's Epis-

copal Church in San Francisco, Aug-

ust 17th, the Rev. Mr. Lyons officiating.
After a short dbridal tour, the coupie
will make their hame in Oakland.

Marriage of Clara Belle Nichols to 1°* husband, Thomas O’Connor, on 17 Aug 1898 — “Oakland (CA)

Tribune” Saturday 27 Aug 1898 p 6

DRANK UP EVERYTHING.,
SAYS HIS WIFE

Because she says her husband “drank
| all the liquor he could get,” Mrs. Clara
| N. O'Connor filed suit for divorce against
| Thomas J, O'Connor alleging further that
' he déserteq her and falled to provide tha
 common necessities of life for her dur-
'ing the time that they lived together.
| Suit has been flled and the matter re-
' ferred to the coum commissioner. The
plaintiff stated that the only time her
husband asked her to return to him was
when he hag been drinking.

.

Divorce petition by Clara Belle Nichols O’Connor against husband Thomas J. O’Connor - “Oakland

(CA) Tribune” Saturday 6 May 1911 p 18
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'OLLINS—Near Empire, December
5, 1915, Archibald E. Collins, native
of California, 39 vears old. He
leaves a widow, Mrs. Clara B, a
father and mother, Mr. and Mrs. B.
M. Cellins of Oakland, three broth-
ers, Henry T. of Seattle, B. A. of
Turlock, Walter G. of Columblia,
Washington, and threc sisters, Miss
8. Collins of Oakland, Mrs. Leandra
Langford, Milton; Mrs. W. T. Wood
of Washingten, Mrs. Samuel Brown
of Oregon, 2
[The funeral will be held at 10

yelock Wednesday morning from the

Brethren church at Empire under

he direction of ‘Bowker, Wood &

Shannon. Interment will be in the

Modesto Citizens cemetery. )

Obituary of Clara Bell Nichols O’Connor Collins Mason’s 2" husband, Archibald F. (not E.) Collins -
“Modesto (CA) Morning Herald” Tuesday 7 Dec 1915 p 5

Sister Hattie L. Nicholé Simpson_(1 874-1960) - Find A Grave 27535025

Murder:

17



MEN HELD 0\ CONFES IU\

RIVE H ll E (Callf.) .Iun 5
l-‘rnnlc pbell nn(l h rles D
the fo W few (ln\.L AR «ll.'
chan p l f one of the U. 8 dq¢
\ overs at .\'u n Diego, are under

( he it In M“l!,a'll they con-
f"h'-l l-t ”\" murder of Losi | &
Nichols of Log Angeles

“Fresno (CA) Bee” Thursday 25 Jan 1923 p 1

HUNT FOR BODY OF MAN SLAIN ON DESERT

WATCH OF MISSING MAN FOUND
INSHOP ATSANBENARDINO
BY RYAN, RIVERSIDE SHERIFF

e ——————————

Officers Searchmq Baruen Wastes Near Niland for
Body of Leslie L. Nichols, the

Supposed Victim

18
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INSURANCE AGENT
IS VICTIM OF
MURDER

YOUNG MEN TAKEN AT BINTHE
CONFESS TO RIVERSIDE
OFFICERS

RIVERSIDE, Jn. 26— The finding
ol a wileh - whieh beionged to Leslle
L. Nichois, miscing special ugent of the
Northern  Assuranee Co, of London,
el e statemont of Mrs, Nichols nnd
4P preenintive of the Northern As-
saranee Coo tHad | Nlehols had been
lsxing sluce Jun, 1. today tended to
corrobornte the gontession of Frank
Camphell aud Charles Davis at River-
side that they mordored Nichols, The
IN yeurold youths said they sold Nieh-
uls” wateh in San Bervandlne for 87,
Sherlff Ryan townd it in a shop thers,

Riverside offlcers today searched the
tesert o the vieinlty of Niland for the
Buly of Leslio 1, Nichals, a special
agent of (he Northern Assuranece com-
pany of London, who, necording to a
confession mmle yestepday by two men
arrested in Riverside county, was slalu
Wy the.
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Beyond the fact that Nichols hins
heen missing for soveral days, the cons
fession of the wen rewained uncorro-
borated toduy, it 1t was belleved thae
the lnn:{“mmm e Coud somew Lers
In the desolate cand veastes,

The prisoners, Frank Campbell and
Charles Davis, who were arrested at
Bisthe om a charge of m‘l’lht two
attonoblion were takon to the v dnity
of Niland to point ont the scenoe of
the alloged  nrder, .

Campbell wud Davis made thelr con-
fesobo voluntardly, it was stated, and
Befure any  <iepleion of murder gt
tneled to them They sald that they
shot Nichols and then beat bim to
death with stomes and buried e body
in the sl Py offered to polat
ont the spot to officers, Today's ex-
pedithon o the desert was organized
s o vesult of thelr promise,

Niehols. it was stated, was engnged
I trmelnge stolon antomabiles insured
With  the  company b ropresented
when pecording 1o e prisonees, ho

| wax slain,

Camplell was recontly  diseharged
from the navy, It was stated, having
been a member of the crew of one of
the desiroyers at San Diego.

s

“Colton (CA) Daily Courier” Friday 26 Jan 1923 p 1
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YOUTHS CONESS
10 SLAYING OF
INSURANCE M

MAN LOOKING FOR ONES WHO
STOLE MOTOR 1S SHOY
AND STONED

OB ANGELES, January 25 —News

‘lof the alleged confession by two

young men, now In the Riverside
county jail, that they had killed Les-
lle Nichols of Los Angeles, a special

' ngent of a London Insurance company

noar Ogilby, In Imperial county, was
recelved here  tonight from  several
roucres,

Riverside advices stated that the
men, who gave their names as I'rank
Campbell and Charvles Davis, had been
Larrested at Blythe on charges of steal-
Ing an automobile, and, upon being
taken, to the jall at Riverside, told
of having shot and stoned Nichols to
death. They wero sald to have stated
that they threw the body into the
brush near Ogllby, Nichols was trac-
Ing stolen machines in that region
recently, aecording to his employer,

——.

“Redding (CA) Searchlight” Friday 26 Jan 1923 p 1
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SEARCH DESERT FOR
VIGTIN OF SLAYING

(By United Press Leased Wire)
RIVERSIDE, Jan.  26—Sherift
Sam Ryan and Deputy Sheriff F.
H. Labarron left Riverside this
morning with Frank Campbell and
Charles Davis for Niland, in Im-
perial county, the scene of the
murder of Leslie L. Nichols, whom
Campbell and Davis say they mur-
dered and robbed on the afternoon
of Saturday, January 20, accord-
llto thordantboﬂuu. L
e murder, according )
boys, was committed at a point
twenty-five miles southeast of Ni-
land. The swo were hiking from
'Niland to thé Imperial valley.
They asked Nichols for a lift and
'he took them into his car. Some
'distance out of Niland, one of the
men asked for a drink from the
canteen, Nichols stopped the
car. The two got out, flashed a
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“Santa Ana (CA) Register” Friday 26 Jan 1923 p 8
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IBOYS CONFESS
- SLAYING AGENT
Body Hid in Desert Under

Rocks, Police Say

———— — —

Victim Was Insurance Man|
Here, is Report

Sherifl. Going to Impariel
Valley to Investigate

A plle or rocks on the d
hide the body of Leslle I. N
Los Angeles Insurance agent, who
was shot and then stoned to death
by two 18-year-old boys, accord-
Ing to a confession sald to have

been made at Riverside erday
gy. 't;:wunoo c-.mp:nn suz. gmﬂn

-—aa -
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The two youths were arrested at
Blythe on lnn’plcton of having stolen |
:“ m .0 Gf‘n‘.‘ ” ] 1 ' 8l
Sam Ryan and Dist.-Atty. Lc
. K‘x of B}mldo' count:
go.ldtho-toryctthomn . &

Il said that he had been di
charged a week ago fromthe U.8.8
Mervine tl , naval submarine ¢
stroyer a in

stones at him urtil he dled.
they heaped rocks over the body
and continued on their way,
Sheriff Ryan leaves this morn-
Ing for Imperial Valley with Camp-
bell and Davis to have them poln
out the spot where the murder oc-
curred. Imperial vwx'm
are also inv ’ o
since it is not known whether
crime was committed {n Ri -
or Imperial counties, Niland is

25
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“Long Beach (CA) Press” Saturday 27 Jan 1923 p 2
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Left: “Sacramento (CA) Bee” Saturday 27 Jan 1923 p 13 — Right: “San Bernardino (CA) County_Sl-Jn”

Youths Arraigned For
Slaying Insurance Man

L CENTRO, Jan, 27.—(#)—Frank
Campbell and Charles Davis, each
18 years old, wera agraigned here
to-day on a charge of having mur-
dered Leslle 1. Nichols, insurance
man of San Francisco and Los An-
geles, whose hody was found last
night on the desert, twenty-five
miles northeast of Niland, a few

feet south of the Riverside County

line.

The body was brought here and
the coroner announced an Inquest
would be held soon.

Confessed Crime,

Campbell and Davis, arrested In
Blythe on charges of steallng an
automoblle, later confessed in the
Riverside County jall that they had
slain Nichols, officers stated, and
volunteered to go with searching
parties to show where they had
left the body.

There were said to be two bullet
wounds in the hody, while the head
had been crughed, as with rocks.

Sunday 28 Jan 1923 p 1
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Boy Slayers
Relate Vivid
_Murdef Tale

- ——————————

—— —

(By Assoclated ¥Fress)

EL: CENTRO, Jan.
Charles Davis and Frank
Campbe!l tonight told all the
detalls surrounding the slay-
ing of Leslie Nichols, insur.
ance salesman, on the deseort,

Davis, who sald his Lome
was in  Birmingham, Ala,
testified that when he and
Campbell left the sutomobile
in which they were riding
with Nichols, the latter hav.
ing offered them o lift as
they tramped over the deserd
road, Campbell drew a revol.
ver and ordered Nichols 1o
throw up lis hands. When
e refused, Davis said, Campe.
bell shot him through the
stomach, then forced him to
walk across the sands to u
place where he was [finally
dispatched with stones and o
bullet through the head
Nichols'  slayers took $7.50
from his pockeis, it developed
at the Inquest, but overlooked
a $20 LIl

n=-
- o




“San Francisco Examiner” Sunday 28 Jan 1923 p 6
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“Long Beach (CA) Press-Telegram” Wednesday 31 Jan 1923 p 28

31



32



33



“Banning (CA) Record” Thursday 8 Feb 1923 p 8
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EL, CENTRO BOY
ADMITS MURDER

Young Davis Pleads Guilty to
Slaying Insurance Man

e — - — —

Trial by Jury

—_— e — —

Asserts Other Youth Fived
Fatal Shots




o8 = m-ﬁ»w:

EL CENTRO, April 9~Charles
C. Davis, 17 years of age, pleaded
gullty In Superior Court today to
the murder of Leslle Nichols, an
insurance adjuster, on the desert
mear Niland last January. law-
rence C. Campbell, 18, jolntly
charged with the Nichols murder,
dsclined to follow the course of
Joevis and g jJury was belng selected
for his trial today.

i X
* ’ -

S faVis next Friaey. The
G5, S et et B e
w : . :
S b
mu m‘wu refused it by the
ogurt. According to his attorney,
Duvis is sdratiedly counting on
ths operation [ Section 190 of the
Penal Code, amended Jn 1921 to
zovom. the hanging of persons un-
r 18 years of age at the time of

commitdng myrder.
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i mm
leo is belleved 1o have pro-

the fact that he
F‘cutu e time of the crime,

dge Cole ls convinced the
m is what he says it is, the
uun can 4o nothing- but sentence

to lif nment,
”'&-;p Be e i bt oriad
his defensgs being that

l?; was lnﬂuoncod to ald In tho
killing of the insurance adjuste

Favis, whom he declares to b“o(

& more dominant personality t

%.uuﬂ!. Charles E. Beott, termer |

puty District Attorney, was &p-

ointed by the court to defend

g&n“ > Dhto&t? E. l. Utely

. assistant, J.

.,-n prosecuting the mw "'m |

. m ‘Davis and Campbell at the

mmm'. ug::u admm:% mult.'
muu o (¢]

m permitted them lo enter

cu for s ride from Niland to

ow ac
oum og'tht lhm t
In death, They

m sald to have stolen the In-

m& LR m driven to
»mlﬁ W e s
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| just been dis-
ﬁ \des! l::-”m?éb.:ru.

o The  Blotrie Aftoroey,
f} Do g o g st
ne witl, & revolver that had been

b
W y Campbell from a
alain

or a8 he left s
n.ln. Leslis Ntcholn!.u. w.fhd‘gw of

the man, cams here from San
franciseo to atte th
2ampbell. 2 N

“Los Angeles Times” Tuesday 10 Apr 1923 p 7
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COMICT YOUTH

IFTE B
JESERT DENT

No Recommendation for
Leniency Made in
Jury’s Verdict

WAS SOUGHT HERE

First Clew to Slaying of
Insurance Man Found

in This City
|

||| his age as 19,

(By Associate)iPress Loased Wire)
I, CENTRQ, Cal, April 11—

Lawrence . [ampbell was con-
| victed of the murder of Leslie Nich-
lols, insurance adjustet of Los An-

geles and Sun Prancisco by 2 jury
in the superior "“'7&%%\%

The jury delibe 00 ”'“,n

and then returped - "M-‘
ing Campbell guiity of t degree
'murder and making «6 recommen-
dation. " \

Campbell, aho declared he was,
only 17 years old at the time ho and
Mhurles C. Davis shot and stoned
Nichols to death on the desert near
Niland last January, was pale when
the verdiot was read but be mus-
tered up a e,
second Will Be .l
Sentenced Fridsy . ¢

Campbell ‘comes up for sentence
Friday.

Davis, who is an Alabaman, and
who asserts Le is only 17 years od
now, pleaded guilty Monday. He ex-
fpects 1o escape the death penalty
'hecatse of hin alieged youthfulness.
| He also will be sentenced Friday.

Campbell's claims to bheing loas
Yl\ at the time of the slaying were
|contradicted by witnesses nlio fixed

|

The first clew to the murder was |
discovered in San Bernardine when
[the watch of Mr. Nichols wus found
{in & pawnshop. He had been listed

ns missing and when officers found
the wateh they tcok up the murder

{theory, faced the two youths with
[the charge of the crime and they
jadmitted their gilt,

“San Bernardino (C_)AS bou_nty Sun” Thursday 12 Apr 1923 p 1
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NOOSE TIGHTENS ON BOY

Youth Who, With Companion, Murdered Angelena,
Found Guilty of Crime by El Centro Jury

[EXCLUSIVE DISPATOH)
El. CENTRO, April 11.—After deliberating ninety minutes the

jury trying Lawrence C. Campbell, 15 years of age. for the murder o(
Leslle Nichols, a Los Angeles automobile Insurance adjuster, tonight
returned a verdict of gullty of murder in the first degree. The jury
made no recommendations and the youthful slayer will be sentenced
to hang for one of the most brutal murders recorded In Southern
California. stoned to death at a lonely spot on

s - thhe veased sat- |the desert near N’Ih.d.gﬁﬁ‘l
Dist.-Atty. Utley exp o | Builty to murder Monday. He will

Isfaction at the result of the trial :
which started Monday morning. g&:,.“;m« in Superior Judge

Charlle Davis, 17 years of age., ™ o~ . coon ' oale, {hlu and

accomplice of Campbell in the kill-
ing of Nichols, who was shot and |y mu?'mi of one “.,3

D
—_——




smile, e |
“l guess they thought I would
o | T ok e 10 vt
em. 1 0 X
mtmub.."'. no:"a
h.'lb“t:a‘thhm% i
et LA g AL, 4

. ve
id.hllt-“
Mrs. Nichols,
the slain man, was in
mﬁamm

ng noticeably,

:
:
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gpl¥

i
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i
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i
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https://www.newspapers.com/image/380580451/?terms=%22n00se%20tightens%200n%20boy%
22&match=1 and https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/eac36a4c-96f6-44c3-b64b-
34697b4dacfaf?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.newspapers.com/image/380580451/?terms=%22noose%20tightens%20on%20boy%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/380580451/?terms=%22noose%20tightens%20on%20boy%22&match=1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/eac36a4c-96f6-44c3-b64b-34697b4acf4f?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/eac36a4c-96f6-44c3-b64b-34697b4acf4f?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/eac36a4c-96f6-44c3-b64b-34697b4acf4f?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource
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ADMITS DEATH
1S JUST REWARD

El. CENTRO, Cal., Apr. 13—

“I have taken a human life, and
'T belleve it is just that I should
[lorleit mine"
i This was the comment of Law
‘rence O Campbell, 185, convicted
of the murder of lLaoslle Nichols
insurance man, as he heard the
fatal words of Judge Franklis
Cole this morning, dooming hin
to die on the seaffold at Sas
Quentin on June 22

Chas. Davis, 17, Campbell’s com
panion, who pleaded guilty ‘e
| participation in the hrotal desert
imurder, will be sentenced later.

- - — e -

|
|
|
i
i

“Sacramento (CA) Star” Friday 13 Apr 1923 p 7

| Life Term ;or Minor,

Murder Accomplice

EL CENTRO, April Nf—C?uﬂu
Davis, confessed accomplice in the
murder of Leslle chols, Insurance
mhn for whose urder Lawrence
Campbell was sentenced yesterday
to hang, was today given a term of
life Imprisonment In Ban Quentin
Penitentiary. Davis was spared the
death penalty wheén It was proved
that he in Just forty-four days under
18 years of age, making It impos-
sible to impose the death sentence.
3

“San Francisco Chronicle” Sunday 15 Apr 1923 p 16
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CANPBELL FANE
FRIDY MORNIG
AT S QUETI

Wy United Press Leased Wire

SAN QUENTIN PENITEN
STIARY, Cal,  June 21-lawrence
Campbell, aged 19 who hangs at 10
n. m tomorrow for the murder of
"TLeslie Nichols, sat in the death cell
! hete today while his mother and o
}

foew frionds mude their last min-
ute Mppeals to save him,

1 Thus far not & word has come
Hirom the governor's office or any
'l other source from which even o
Ialight hope of reprieve might be
A gleaunod.

But it seemed to matter Nttle to
Campbell.  He bad gone to  the
Toell at sundown last night after
sponding his last four hours In the
Tlight of day tossing n baseball
l Out In the prison yard he was

“eatehing” for n corpulent fellow
prisoner who scomed bent on res
"| dueing his weoight,

1 “Something on ‘em s what 1|

wunt" Campbell eried.

A The fat man did his best but they
wore not “hot” enough. ¢

“Lat me show you” commanded
Campbell, and the two  changed
places,

For 20 minutes Campholl “balled
them In” with & speed that nearly
staggered the fat man, He threw
curves and fast ones and now and
then a “floater”—taking  evident
delight In knowing that he would
g0 to the gallows with his “piteh-
ing arm” still working.

And then the sun dropped
over the Golden Gate. A guard
came and Campbell was led to the
denth cell to  awalt tomorrow
moreing, the coming of the prison
chaplain, the farewell o
mother and the march to the gal-
lows.

Campbell comes from Marquette,
Mich, MHe was convitted In Im-
perial county, California, for the
murder of Leslie Nicholx, Insurance
man, when Nichols gave Camphbell
and George Davis o “Nt" as they
wire “hiking” across the desort,
Davis Is serving o lfe term,

“Pomona (CA) Progress” Thursday 21 Jun 1923 p 1

his |




BOY BRAVELY
WES 10 HIS |
NOOSE DEATH

SAN QUENTIN, June 2?.—!‘17-
rence Campbell, 18-vears-old, today
paid on the scaffold the penalty '
for murdering Leslie Nichols, suto-‘
mobile man, on the Californfa des-
ert near Niland last year. l

Campbell dropped through the
trap at 10:13. Fifteen minutes '
later he was pronounced dead. ,

Father Carroll, a Catholic priest,
accompanied the condemned youth
to the scaffold. |

Campbell went to his death brave- I
|

45

| death.

ly. |

l,' I
As he reached the door at the
end of the corridor leading into

[/ the room where the scatfold stood,

tears sprang. from his eyes and
ran down his cheeks. He appeared
to be on the point of breaking and
his attendants expected him to sob
forth a statement. u
But not a word escaped his lips,
which but an hour before had been
smiling In hope. His face set slight-|
ly as he saw the scaffold and the
assembled witnesses, and he went
through with his final ordeal wlth-l
out change of expression.
“[Indoubtedly the bravest human
being, man or youth, that ever went |
to his death here,” prison officials
declared following the hanging. |
Officials made no attempt to con-
ceal their admiration for the youth
who played ball In the proson yard |
vesterday and whistled merrily this
morning while preparing for his

Campbell never lost hope of ob-
talning the reprieve that never

came.
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SACRAMENTO, June 22.—Gover-
nor Richardson today made public
his attitude toward the pleas for
clemency made to him in the case
of Lawrence Campbell, 19, who was
hanged at San Quentin for murder.

In a statement that reviewed the
murder of Leslie Nichols in all its
detalls, the governor closed with
these words:

“These two brutal murderers de
gserve the full penalty meted out to
them. A foollsh law prevents tha
hanging of the younger one. Execu-
tion of this criminal will prove a
protection to every home in Califor-
nia. It will mean greater safety to
wives and mothers and less anxiety

for their loved ones.” . v
[
Modesto (CA) Bee” Friday 22 Jun 1923 p 1
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16 YEAR OL0

BOY 15 HUNG

FOR MURDER

Lawrence O, Campiell IEx-
ecuted at San Quentin
Penitentiary Today.

YOUNGEST PRISONER
TO PAY PENALTY

Was Convicted for Murder
of Leslie Nichols, Insur-
ance Adjuster, in Imper-
ial County January 20.

SAN QUENTIN, June 22.«law-
rence O, Camphbell, 15, of Marquetle,
Michigun, was hanged In the San
Quentin penitentiary today for tho
murder of Leslio Nichols, Insumpeo
adjuster, In Imperinl county, Januars
20,

He wan the youngest prisonor ever
to pay the death penalty 1 Califor-
nin, It Is sald.

Leslie Nichols, an adjustor of o 1-
tomoblle Insurance, of San Fransisco
and Los Angeles, was driving across
the Colorado iver desert near Ni-
land, Caltfornin, on January 20, lust,
when bhe came upon vwo youths ufoot,
He asked them to ride with  him,
They Jumped in and arter boing dreiy -
en n short distanee, sprang unon N
cholg and clubbed him to death, They
burwd the body In the sand and droye
away In Nichoely' car,

A few days luter Lawrence Campe
bell und Charles Duavis, former sall-
ora, were arrested at Blythe, Callr,,
by Itiverside county officers investiga
ting automobile thefts, In the county
Jall at Riverside they were overheard
tlking about the kKilling of 4 man on
the doesert, When questioned they
broke down and admitted they slew
Nichols, then led officinls to the spot
In Imperinl county where they lert
the body, This was the first Intimun-
tion Nighols had met with foul play,

Both Campbell and Davis clatmoed

1o be unden 15, consequently not sub-
e e e o e et s e e g g Nt gl

(Continued on Puge Ifive)

- —
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18 YEAR OLD
BOY Is HUNG |
FOR MURDER

(Continuod from page l) i

Joct to the death penalty, It was fin-
ally established that Campbgell was 18
on November 19, 1022, while David
i not reach that age until March b,
1923,  Davis pleaded gullty iIn tlw!
Imperial County superior court, Ile
was sentenceed to e Imprisonment
for first degree murder on April 14,
Campbeil was convieted by a Jury
and was sentenced to hang.

It was brought out in Campbell’s
trelal that he ran away from homoe ut
Marquette, Mich,, to joln the noavy,
but was dischurged from the service
us undesirable,  Davis came from it
mingham, A, and had served o
term in the Alabama reformatory,

Judge Vranklin J, Cole, of the Tme-
perinl County superior court, In pass-
ing the sentence to Campbell, salt:
“I'his may seom severe punishment O
vou, but the evidence showed this (o
have been g most atroclous murlder,
If your exceution deters othors from
committing stmilar erimes, it will Lo
worth while to the people of this
state” ' J




In regard to Davis, the court said:
“'he law prohibiting the execution
of ‘0 murderer of this sort merely
because of his age s impropes  and
ishould be repealed.  The jury which
arles o murderer Iy certainly th boner
[position to determine the punishment
for the crime than the leg'siaunre,
This was o particularly  atrocloas
crime angd 1w regrottuble tha. this
idefendant cannot he  compelted o
share the penalty the law reguires of
the accomplice, Camphell,  This ¢ase
‘whould be ¢lted to the legislaturs gl
"perhaps it would wid In modirying the
law concerning hanging."

I Governor Friend Iichardson mnde
an ocarly move to blogk any plun fov
executive  clemency  for  Camplwll
when he sald on April 14 that tho
“sob stuters of Callfornia will only be
Iwasting thelr tiime and onergy™ In i
iplurlng him to save the life of Law-
rence Campbell, The governor sald
he not only I8 an wdvocnte of capital
(punishment, hut he belleves that “ove
fory woman in the state should wo 'k
Hor ita enigreement.”

l — | ——— -

“La Grande (OR) Observer” Friday 22 Jun 1923 p 1 &p 5 -
https://www.newspapers.com/image/100267728 and
https://www.newspapers.com/image/100267732 and https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/ed1f5b65-958¢-4816-a39d-
3cd82de7c0ff?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource

His murderers:
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https://www.newspapers.com/image/100267728
https://www.newspapers.com/image/100267732
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/ed1f5b65-958c-4816-a39d-3cd82de7c0ff?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/ed1f5b65-958c-4816-a39d-3cd82de7c0ff?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/ed1f5b65-958c-4816-a39d-3cd82de7c0ff?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource

*—
By JACK JUNGMEYER
NEA Staff Correspondent
EL CENTRO, Cal, Feb, 18.The
idmrt does queer things to “-
Many have whispered of its m
| rage madness, * its grinning lhlll-
|m siogular feuds and mu.hb!o
- erimes, I

And now, in the brutish mul'll' of
Leslle Nichols, good Samaritan . af'
| the road, churged against Charlie
Davis and Lawrence C. Campbel),
whom he hal glven a ride, desert
!\'aterans soe the most horrid evl
dence of its apell.

“A kllling as senseless as it was
cold-blooded,” sald Sheriff C. L, Ol
lette guarding from the wrath of
Imperial county the 17-yeareld slay-
ers, according to thelr asserted con
fession. Possession of Nichols' auto
and watch catsed thelr arrest. The;
led officers to the mutilated body.

Just a Notlon

W'e just got  tho notion 28 we
drove along,” sald the boys trying CHARLIE DAVIS (ADOVE) AND
to cover bewllderment with brava LAWRENCE | CANPRNLL (ST

do. “"We only started . to rob the THE MURDER OF: LESLIE
n,.n ‘\l(’HOU b
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|| Davis of Birmingham, Ala, and
{|Campbell of Marquette, Mich,, had
started across the Colorado desert,
they tell the story—broke, out of
Job, hoofing It,
The mesquite wilderness with 1'4
uttling Uzards and®shadows hot as
light, scoffed at restraints, It was
a strange world for city boys, with:
ut a cop in & hundred miles and
with nothing to check primal im
pulse,
“Have a ride, boys?" proffere!
|INfchols, traveling adjuster of an in-
surance company, short<cutting be
tween highways in his flivver,
“Will we—say, I'l tell a guy! Iot
s'the hinges o' hell, ain't 4¢2"
The good Samaritan t out

Is watch, eager to M _
fe In Los Angeles, .
Davis und Campbell looked at it,

00,

lth a auueatlon. .

“Naw." uld Davis, “hc didn’t
fight, I d'no why—" with a shrug.
“And he was a good guy, too—gave
us cigarvets and everything, 1 d'no”
' “It tokeg sound character to stand
even a little of the desert,” suggest.
ed the old sand rovers gathered here
for the trial, "because the lying dos-
ert always says, ‘There's hobody to

gee or hear what you do here.""”
- .-

— . -
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And then the desert nudged' them

TEAREE W W OWRERE W wE ey

‘l‘hey halted for a drink of water
gain the desert nudged: A thow

kand square miles of trackless sand

nd th's defenseless man with o
atch, some money and an auto {¢
t away in!

As Nichols stooped to drlnk one
f the boys, according to the allege!
onrmlon. cncked hhn on the head

W



with a rock. .

“A fine way to treat a frz,""
dazedly muttered the vietim as they
stripped him naked. Then, says the
| confession, they shot him. He stag
gered off, They cracked him again
' with rocks, and shot, many times,
covering the body with sand, police
quote them as saying.

His watch they pawned for $7 al
the nearest town,

Recount Tale Calmly

In the shadow of the gallows here.
under threats of lynching, they re
counted the t{ale without emotion,
arguing only as to who had fired
the fatal shot, according to Sherif!
Glllotté, .

“Put why did .you kill Nichols?
You could have robbed him without
that. Did he put up a fight?”
“Modesto (CA) Bee” Tuesday 13 Feb 1923 p 12 -

https://www.newspapers.com/image/689358325/?terms=%22spell%200f%20desert%22%20mod
esto&match=1 and https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/190868cd-0c7e-46a5-9512-
b7b194db94d2? phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource

Lawrence C. Campbell (1905 Ml - hanged 22 Jun 1923 at San Quentin Prison, Marin Co. CA). Born
1905 Marquette, Marquette MI. One of the youngest men executed in CA. CA prisoner #37725.
Campbellis buried in San Quentin Prison Cemetery, San Rafael, Marin CA. F: 131685542. He was
the son of John D. Campbell & Jennie LaBine.
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https://www.newspapers.com/image/689358325/?terms=%22spell%20of%20desert%22%20modesto&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/689358325/?terms=%22spell%20of%20desert%22%20modesto&match=1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/190868cd-0c7e-46a5-9512-b7b194db94d2?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/190868cd-0c7e-46a5-9512-b7b194db94d2?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79035473/person/352000692730/media/190868cd-0c7e-46a5-9512-b7b194db94d2?_phsrc=hFB39708&_phstart=successSource
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California, U.S., Prison and Correctional Records, 1851-1950 for Lawrence C Campbell
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San Quentin State Prison »

execution of Lawrence C. Campbell -
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WIHEN RECEIVED SENTENCE
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California, U.S., Prison and Correctional Records, 1851-1950 for Lawrence C. Campbell
San Quentin State Prison > Prison Registers » Prison Registers, 1922-1926
Prisoners #37725 (Campbell & #37726 (Davis) -
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California, U.S., Prison and Correctional Records, 1851-1950 for Charles Davis

San Quentin State Prison ; Inmate Photographs and Mug Books > Book 11, 36909-39651

Prisoner #37726 — Charles Davis — entered prison 15 Apr 1923, paroled 5 Aug 1940 -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8833/images/40477_2221301551_2432-
00094 ?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryld=9ec563e6231b2042dd7a69442f55d376&usePUB=tru
e&_phsrc=hFB39730&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pld=207485
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8833/images/40477_2221301551_2455-
02315?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryld=9ec563e6231b2042dd7a69442f55d376&usePUB=tru
e&_phsrc=hFB39732&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pld=281678

Detail

Charles Davis

in the California, U.S., Death Index, 1940-1997

Source

Mame:

Social Security #:
Gender:

Birth Date:

Birth Place:
Death Date:
Death Place:

Charles Davis
553227686
Male

15 Mar 1906
Tennessee

5 Jan 1995

Kern

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/16919797:5180?tid=&pid=&queryld=42edf3c1ece6016905dcd2a8a0416e0e&_phsrc
=hFB39734&_phstart=successSource

Although newspaper reports of the time say Charles Davis was from Alabama, his other records
indicate he was born in Tennessee. This appears to be the correct man - although reports of the
time say he was 44 days short of his 18™ birthday when he murdered Leslie Nichols - but conflicting
reports say he was only 16 at the time so there are questions now (as there were then) about his

real age.

In the 1930 census, Charles L. [sic] Davis, 25 US, was a laborer in the San Quentin Prison Road

Camp, Weaverville, Trinity CA.

In the 1940 census for Monrovia, Los Angeles Co. CA, Charles C. Davis, 34 TN, was an inmate in the
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Name: Leslie Lewis Nichols

Name variations:

Military:

On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private

Serial number: 250,607

Entered service from: San Francisco, San Francisco CA

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Leslie L. Nichols

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Mrs. L.L. Nichols, 638 - 8th Ave., San Francisco CA

Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919

Sailed on return ship as: Leslie L. Nichols (Fold3 indexed as Leslie L. Nicholas but reads Nichols
on original form)

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: wife Mrs. Mary E. Nichols, 638 - 8th Ave., San Francisco CA
(PFC, Engrs)

World War | draft registration (1917): as Leslie L. Nichols - b. 8 Nov 1891 Solano CA; res: 638 —
8™ Ave. San Francisco CA. Married, with wife. Insurance clerk, Northern Assurance Co., 330
California St., San Francisco CA. Short in height, medium build.

Veterans Administration Military Index:

Enlisted: 7 Dec 1917

Discharged: 12 Jun 1919

Address: 619 Blaboa [sic/Balboa] St., San Francisco CA
Rank/unit: private 1stclass, 17" Co., 20" Engineers

Birth & death:

Born: 8 Nov 1891 Solano Co. CA

Died: 20 Jan 1923 Ogilby/Nilan, Imperial Co. CA (murdered by 2 hitchhiking teenagers, shot &
stoned to death, 1 of killers became youngest to hangin CA)

Find A Grave record: 100540094 — presence on Tuscania indicated in text

Burial location: San Francisco, San Francisco CA [according to Find A Grave, reinterred 1
Jul1939in San Francisco National Cemetery]

Cemetery: San Francisco National

Tombstone: veteran tombstone: California Pvt 1 Cl. 20 Engrs.

Father: Joseph Brayton Nichols, 17 Jun 1844 Fall River, Bristol MA — 23 Oct 1900 San
Francisco, San Francisco CA. Son of William H. Nichols & Eliza Dean. Buried in Rockville
Cemetery, Fairfield, Solano CA.

Find A Grave: 8706060

Mother: Mary Kimball Freeman Nichols, Sep 1847 Ml - 20 Mar 1920 Solano Co. CA.
Daughter of Otis Curtis Freeman & Lucinda Woodworth. Appointed postmaster of
Rockville, Solano CA 4 May 1898. Buried in Rockville Cemetery, Fairfield, Solano CA.
Find A Grave: 8706083
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Parents’ marriage: 25 Dec 1866 Benicia, Solano CA

Spouse: Mary Elizabeth Jeffery Nichols Macbride, 1 Sep 1897 CA - 16 Apr 1988 Kern Co.
CA. SSN 554-21-0189. Daughter of William T.C. Jeffery & Louisa Van Nostrand. Mary
Macbride’s CA Death Index notes her father as Jeffery & her mother as Nostrand.

Spouse Find A Grave:

Marriage: 16 Jan 1915 in San Francisco, San Francisco CA at St. James’s Church by
Catholic priest Fr. Michael R. Powers. Leslie Lewis, age 23, son of Joseph B. Nichols & Mary
K. Freeman and Mary Elizabeth Jeffery, age 17, daughter of William T.C. Jeffery & Louisa
van Nostrand. According to veteran records, she entered military service on 10 Aug 1919 in
San Francisco CA.

Children:

Siblings: Leslie was the youngest child.

e ClaraBell/Belle Nichols O’Connor Collins Mason, 4 Dec 1869 Benicia, Solano CA-21 Jun
1938 San Francisco, San Franciso CA. - First married to Thomas J. O’Connor, whom she
married in St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, San Francisco, San Francisco CAon 17 Aug
1898. Their son Harvey Nichols O’Connor was born 28 Apr 1900, died 3 Jan 1902, buried in
the same cemetery as his mother, F: 164967306. She filed for divorce in May 1911. - In
1914 registered to vote in CA as Clara B. O’Connor of Oakland CA, housekeeper,
Progressive Party. - Married to Archibald F. Collins, son of Benjamin Moss Collins & Clarissa
Jane Rose, on 2 Jun 1912 in Alameda Co. CA. In the “Alameda (CA) Daily Argus” Monday 3
Jun 1912 p 6, marriage license application in city of Alameda CA: Archie F. Collins, age 35,
of Turlock CA & Clara B. O’Connor, age 36, of Oakland CA. Arch/Archie, b. 1877 CA, died 5
Dec 1915 in Stanislaus Co. CA & is buried in Modesto Citizens Cemetery, Modesto,
Stanislaus CA, F: 57527506. — In the 1920 census for Suisun, Solano CA, Clara B. Collins
(50 CA, widow, father b. MA, mother b. MI) & her mother Mary F. Nichols (72 MI, widow,
father b. NH, mother b. NY) were servants for a private family, living with brothers Homer L.
Burrell (26 CA) & Elmer E. Burrell (28 CA), grain farmers. - Died with surname Mason. Buried
in Benicia City Cemetery, Benicia, Solano CA. F: 164948647

e Joseph Gordon Nichols, 26 Apr 1872 CA-13 Feb 1946 San Francisco Co. CA. Husband of
Leona Bell Harwell (1879-1921, F: 100945196), daughter of Jasper Marion Harwell & Mary
Tennessee N. Logan, whom he married 8 Sep 1901 in Rockville, Solano CA. Joseph’s
brother Oscar marries Leona’s sister Opehalia Harwell. Buried in Clovis Cemetery, Clovis,
Fresno CA. F: 100944944

e Hattie L. Nichols Simpson, 6 Aug 1874 CA -6 May 1960 Loma Linda, San Bernardino CA.
Wife of Perry Oliver Simpson (1877-1952, F: 27535026). Buried in Hillside Memorial Park,
Redlands, San Bernardino CA. F: 27535025

e Oscar Henry Nichols, 17 Jan 1877 Benicia, Solano CA - 28 Jun 1959 Mariposa Co. CA.
Husband of Opehelia Josephine (“Josie”) Harwell (1877-1972, F: 100945464), the daughter
of Joseph Marion Harwell & Mary Tennessee N. Logan. Oscar’s brother Joseph married
Opehelia’s sister Leona. Buried in Clovis Cemetery, Clovis, Fresno CA. F: 100945323

e Cecillrene Nichols Stewart, 22 Jun 1879 Benicia, Solano CA - 20 Jun 1967 San Diego, San
Diego CA. Wife of Robert Stewart (1864-1927, F: 170985950). Buried in Rockville Cemetery,
Fairfield, Solano CA. F: 8706100

57



e Neva May Nichols Murray, 4 Jan 1882 Benicia, Solano CA — 22 May 1976 Sonoma Co. CA.
Wife of John H. Murray (1877-1965, F: 8706036). Buried in Rockville Cemetery, Fairfield,
Solano CA. F: 8706045

e Bertha Adeline Nichols Owen, 29 Sep 1886 CA - 11 Aug 1954 Los Angeles Co. CA. Wie of
CarlP.L. Owen (1889-1975, F; 47543475). Buried in Grand View Memorial Park &
Crematory, Glendale, Los Angeles CA. F: 47543474

e Ruth Alice Nichols Wallace, 23 Feb 1887 CA-29 Mar 1915 Alameda Co. CA. Married in
1910 to Joseph Ross Wallace (1880-1941, F: 167382626). Buried in Chapel of the Chimes
Columbarium & Mausoleum, Oakland, Alameda CA. F; 181080417

e Raymond Lawton Nichols, 4 Jan 1889 Cordelia, Solano CA -4 Mar 1966 CA. Husband of
Myrtle L. (1895-1955, F: 98522107). Buried in Clovis Cemetery, Clovis, Fresno CA. F:
98521554

Notes:
Pre-war:
Wartime:

“San Francisco Chronicle” 11 Feb 1918 — photo - a cable was received that he is safe. Lesie’s
parents & wife live at 633 - 8th Ave., San Francisco CA>

“San Francisco Examiner” 11 Feb 1918 p 3 - Leslie’s mother is Mrs. Mary Freeman Nichols, 638 -
8th Ave., San Francisco CA. She never thought him dead. Leslie is age 26, her youngest child. His
"brave little wife" didn't hold him back. His ancestors have fought in almost every American war. In
his last letter roaring to get the Kaiser

Post-war:

Obituary:

Numerous CA newspaper articles including "San Francisco Examiner" 26 Jun 1923 p4, "Oakland
Tribune" 27 Jan 1923 p 13, "Los Angeles Times" 28 Jan 1923 p2 - Leslie was a special agent of
Northern Assurance Co. of London, investigating car thefts. He picked up 2 teens hitchhiking in the
Mojave Desert, who hit him in the head with a rock when he was drinking water, shot him, robbed
him, stripped him naked. Nichols ran, but they shot him again & stoned him several times.

Lawrence Clarence (“Frank”) Campbell was 18 years old. Convicted of murder & hanged 28 Jun
1923 in San Quentin, one of the youngest persons hanged in CA. Campbellis buried in the San
Quentin Prison Cemetery, F: 131685542. His accomplice, 17-yr-old Charles Davis, was given a life
sentence. Both confessed after being overheard by a jailer. Newspapers said both were exalted,
gloating, non-remorseful.

They were captured because they had no papers for the car stolen from Nichols. Nichols’s body
was found buried in sand about 50 miles SE of Mecca CA.
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Social Security number:
Censuses:

1900 Green Valley Judicial Township, Solano Co. CA[Joseph died 23 Oct 1900]

Jos. B. Nichols, 55 MA, Jun 1845, parents b. MA, married 33 years, day laborer

Mary, 53 MI, Sep 1847, father b. VT, mother b. NY, gave birth to 11 children, 11 are living
Oscar, 23 CA, Jan 1877, farm laborer

Gordon, 28 CA, Apr 1872, farm laborer

Neva, 18 CA, Jan 1882, at school

Bertha, 16 CA, Sep 1884, at school

Ruth, 13 CA, Feb 1887, at school

Raymond, 11 CA, Jun 1889, at school

Leslie, 9 CA, Nov 1891, at school

1910 Oakland, Alameda CA-670 E. 23 St.

Mary F. Nichols, 62 Ml, widow, gave birth to 11 children, 10 are living

Bertha A., 24 CA, saleswoman, department store

Ruth A., 23 CA, cashier, shoe store

Raymond L., 21 CA, carpenter, house

Leslie L., 18 CA, clerk, insurance

Clara M. O’Connor, 40 CA, married, in 1°* marriage, gave birth to 1 children, none are living,
tailoress, tailor shop [daughter of Mary — she sues for divorce in 1911]
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