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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 

 

Nelson, Walter Langford 
1896 MN – 1997 WA 
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Page 56 – labeled #10 
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“Polk County in the World War” – page 57 

https://collection.mndigital.org/catalog/p16022coll47:5441#?c=&m=&s=&cv=&xywh=-
2190%2C-278%2C7923%2C5555 

and 
https://collection.mndigital.org/catalog/p16022coll47:5441#?c=&m=&s=&cv=59&xywh=7

61%2C2033%2C1782%2C1250  AND 
https://collection.mndigital.org/catalog/p16022coll47:5441#?c=&m=&s=&cv=60&xywh=-

1815%2C0%2C7131%2C4999 
 

 
Walter Langford Nelson – Find A Grave 57321502 

 
 

https://collection.mndigital.org/catalog/p16022coll47:5441#?c=&m=&s=&cv=&xywh=-2190%2C-278%2C7923%2C5555
https://collection.mndigital.org/catalog/p16022coll47:5441#?c=&m=&s=&cv=&xywh=-2190%2C-278%2C7923%2C5555
https://collection.mndigital.org/catalog/p16022coll47:5441#?c=&m=&s=&cv=59&xywh=761%2C2033%2C1782%2C1250
https://collection.mndigital.org/catalog/p16022coll47:5441#?c=&m=&s=&cv=59&xywh=761%2C2033%2C1782%2C1250
https://collection.mndigital.org/catalog/p16022coll47:5441#?c=&m=&s=&cv=60&xywh=-1815%2C0%2C7131%2C4999
https://collection.mndigital.org/catalog/p16022coll47:5441#?c=&m=&s=&cv=60&xywh=-1815%2C0%2C7131%2C4999
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Walter Langford Nelson - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/29777738/person/26147851511/media/2cc3ef5f-f230-4a8d-a140-
040ad109fa13 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29777738/person/26147851511/media/2cc3ef5f-f230-4a8d-a140-040ad109fa13
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29777738/person/26147851511/media/2cc3ef5f-f230-4a8d-a140-040ad109fa13
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29777738/person/26147851511/media/2cc3ef5f-f230-4a8d-a140-040ad109fa13
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Walter Langford Nelson in his biplane in WWI, in England - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/29777738/person/26147851511/media/8abf8e3d-7296-44d8-a2dd-

f101ae0deb41 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29777738/person/26147851511/media/8abf8e3d-7296-44d8-a2dd-f101ae0deb41
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29777738/person/26147851511/media/8abf8e3d-7296-44d8-a2dd-f101ae0deb41
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29777738/person/26147851511/media/8abf8e3d-7296-44d8-a2dd-f101ae0deb41


6 
 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W9PC-MBN2 

 
Wife #1 Grace Loughin: 

 

 
Wife Grace Lillian Loughin –  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/29777738/person/27122055389/media/473d738d-4a80-4d6b-b921-

b97452e97b72  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29777738/person/27122055389/media/473d738d-4a80-4d6b-b921-b97452e97b72
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29777738/person/27122055389/media/473d738d-4a80-4d6b-b921-b97452e97b72
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29777738/person/27122055389/media/473d738d-4a80-4d6b-b921-b97452e97b72
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/78818:61305  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/78818:61305
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ND death record of Grace Lillian Loughin Nelson – died 10 Feb 1937 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/45392980:61747  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/45392980:61747
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Walter Langford Nelson married Grace Loughin on 2 Sep 1921 – “Grand Forks (ND) Herald” 
Friday 2 Sep 1921 p 6 -  

https://www.newspapers.com/image/351912244/?article=1092ef3b-5554-4c68-9b72-
d99215350aef&focus=0.03043255,0.10472499,0.17232187,0.42820993&xid=3398  

 
        

Wife #2 Mavis Pritchard Johns 
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Mabel Pritchard Johns Nelson - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/29777738/person/382079578026/media/e6635b51-e27d-42cf-89ee-
f7ffc495cee0 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29777738/person/382079578026/media/e6635b51-e27d-42cf-89ee-f7ffc495cee0
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29777738/person/382079578026/media/e6635b51-e27d-42cf-89ee-f7ffc495cee0
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29777738/person/382079578026/media/e6635b51-e27d-42cf-89ee-f7ffc495cee0
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Obituary of Mavis Pritchard Johns Nelson in the “Mankato (MN) Free Press” 19 Aug 2011 - 

https://obituaries.mankatofreepress.com/obituary/mavis-nelson-760391171 
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Married 26 Jul 1938 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN – “Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Tuesday 26 Jul 

1938 p 4 
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“Minneapolis (MN) Journal” Wednesday 20 Jul 1938 p 15 
 

 

 
“Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Sunday 3 Jul 1938 p 19 

 
Children: 
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Daughter Dorothy Merne Nelson , Central High School, Sioux City IA, 1940 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/29777738/person/380008669453/media/06f4f0c2-0ca8-47bf-a55a-abb67f33385a  

AND 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/33046_253699-

00065?pId=289432249 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29777738/person/380008669453/media/06f4f0c2-0ca8-47bf-a55a-abb67f33385a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29777738/person/380008669453/media/06f4f0c2-0ca8-47bf-a55a-abb67f33385a
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Obituary of daughter Dorothy Merne Nelson James - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/29777738/person/380008669453/media/a3fcb710-cfdb-454c-9d5e-99b35002a9ca  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29777738/person/380008669453/media/a3fcb710-cfdb-454c-9d5e-99b35002a9ca
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29777738/person/380008669453/media/a3fcb710-cfdb-454c-9d5e-99b35002a9ca


17 
 

 

   
Son Charles Langford Nelson –  

Left: https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/29777738/person/380008674511/media/bb121f52-9068-4407-8fa8-bd1e33cda0ac 

and Right: https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/29777738/person/380008674511/media/5f36ad6d-e2cc-4162-9b47-12cbe5e13f06  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29777738/person/380008674511/media/bb121f52-9068-4407-8fa8-bd1e33cda0ac
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29777738/person/380008674511/media/bb121f52-9068-4407-8fa8-bd1e33cda0ac
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29777738/person/380008674511/media/5f36ad6d-e2cc-4162-9b47-12cbe5e13f06
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29777738/person/380008674511/media/5f36ad6d-e2cc-4162-9b47-12cbe5e13f06
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Marriage of Charles Langford Nelson & Cleo Cora Bleedner 5 Sep 1951 Cedar Rapids, Linn IA – 

“Cedar Rapids (IA) Gazette” Wednesday 5 Sep 1951 p 12 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/547913693/?article=c8561cdd-d7a4-4f25-a6c2-

85ed91a95e63&focus=0.2665647,0.21840626,0.38010138,0.5311898&xid=3398  
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/547913693/?article=c8561cdd-d7a4-4f25-a6c2-85ed91a95e63&focus=0.2665647,0.21840626,0.38010138,0.5311898&xid=3398
https://www.newspapers.com/image/547913693/?article=c8561cdd-d7a4-4f25-a6c2-85ed91a95e63&focus=0.2665647,0.21840626,0.38010138,0.5311898&xid=3398


19 
 

 

 
ID divorce certificate – Idaho Falls, Bonneville Co. ID – married 2 Sep 1951, separated Feb 1965, 

divorce 9 Aug 1965 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8989/images/48366_b395743-

01709_page_0001?pId=456742  
 
 

Father: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8989/images/48366_b395743-01709_page_0001?pId=456742
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8989/images/48366_b395743-01709_page_0001?pId=456742
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ND death record of father Nathan (here Nathon) J. Nelson - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/45360376:61747  
 

Name:  Walter Langford Nelson 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,022 
Entered service from:  East Grand Forks, Polk MN 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Walter L. Nelson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Nathan J. Nelson, East Grand Forke [sic/Forks] MN   
Returned from war on: “Mexican” Feb 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Walter L. Nelson 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/45360376:61747
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Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Nathan J. Nelson, 425 N. 1st St., East Grand Forks 
MN (sgt 1st class, 158th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  410 N. 3rd St., East Grand Forks MN  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Walter Langford Nelson – b. 9 Aug 1896 
Crookston MN; res: 1207 Lincoln Dr., Grand Forks ND. NOK Mrs. Mavis Nelson, same 
address. Employed at Grand Forks Clinic. Height: 5’10” – 165 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  24 Nov 1917 
Discharged:  22 Mar 1919 
Address:  423 N. 1st St., East Grand Forks ND 
Rank/unit:  sergeant 1st class, 138th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  9 Aug 1896 Crookston, Polk MN   
Died: 20 Feb 1997 Everett, Snohomish WA   
Find A Grave record: 57321502 – photo - presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Grand Forks, Grand Forks ND 
Cemetery:  Memorial Park 
Tombstone:  veteran flat: US Army WWI  
 
Father:  Nathan J. Nelson, Mar 1867 Sweden – 10 Apr 1943 Fargo, Cass ND. Buried in 
Riverside Cemetery, Moorhead, Clay MN. Son of Peter M. Nelson. Early census reports list 
his birthplace as Sweden, including immigration dates & naturalization status, then it 
switches to Minnesota. His MN death record lists his birth in Vasa MN – more likely Vasa, 
Sweden? Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Moorhead, Clay MN. 
Find A Grave: 140363687   
 
Mother: Bertha Susan Langford Nelson, 24 Aug 1873 Dodge Center, Dodge MN – 10 Apr 
1961 NY. Daughter of Isaac Langford (a Civil War veteran, 1829 OH – 1910 OR, F: 
62959420) & Amelia Wilmina (“Fanny”) Feathers (1840 PA – 1921 OR, F: 93265834).  Social 
Security indicates her last residence in Bluff Point, Clinton NY. Buried in Volusia Memorial 
Park, Ormond Beach, Volusia FL. 
Find A Grave: 120499768   
Parents’ marriage:  15 Mar 1894 Dodge Center, Dodge MN. 
 
Spouse: Grace Lillian Loughin Nelson, 3 Sep 1895 ND – 10 Feb 1937 Grand Forks Co. ND. 
Daughter of Charles Augustus Loughin (1868-1936, F: 25084191) & his 2nd wife, Marie 
Ingeborg Ronningen (1872-1942, F: 25084218) with whom Grace is buried. Buried in 
Memorial Park Cemetery, Grand Forks, Grand Forks Co. ND. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  25269505 
Marriage:  2 Sep 1921 Grand Forks, Grand Forks ND at the home of her parents, 313 N. 7th 
St., Grand Forks ND. 
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Spouse: Mavis Pritchard Johns Nelson, 27 Oct 1914 MacGregor, Manitoba, Canada – 19 
Aug 2011 Mankato, Blue Earth MN.  Daughter of Dr. (Rev.) John Robert Johns (1886-1983, F: 
118977484) & Edith Mary Pritchard (1886-1944, F: 118977501), both born in Wales. He was 
the officiant at her wedding to Walter.  Graduate of U of MN in 1936 with a B.S. degree as a 
medical technician – not 1934 as reported in her obituary. See “Minneapolis (MN) Star” 
Monday 15 Jun 1936 p 12 about graduation ceremony. She is buried in the same cemetery 
as her parents: Sunset Memorial Park Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 118979520 
Marriage: 20 Jul 1938 Minneapolis, Hennepin Co MN at Fremont Avenue Congregational 
Church, where her father was the pastor. 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/29777738/person/382079578026/facts 
 
Children: by his 1st wife, Grace Loughin: 

• Dorothy Merne Nelson James, 7 Nov 1924 Grand Forks Co. ND – 24 Jan 2005 Ferndale, 
Whatcom WA.  Married in Dallas Co. TX on 3 May 1997 to Lewis C. James (1924-Jan 2004).  

• Charles Langford Nelson, 21 Nov 1929 ND – 31 Oct 1983 ID. SSN 501-26-5867. Was a 1st 
lieutenant in the US Air Force in the Korean War, serving from 18 Jun 1952 to 18 May 1956. 
Married on 5 Sep 1951 in Cedar Rapids, Linn IA to Cleo Cora Bleedner (29 Mar 1933 Lincoln, 
Iowa Co. IA – Mar 1969, SSN 481-32-2922), the daughter of Roy Dewey Bleedner & Mary 
Francis Robertson. They divorced 9 Aug 1965 in Bonneville Co. ID. Buried in Prairie View 
Cemetery, Grangeville, Idaho Co. ID. F: 109634854 

 
Siblings:  

• Winifred Nelson Webster, 6 Jan 1895 Crookston, Polk MN – 27 Aug 1998 Tallahassee, Leon 
FL. SSN 232-54-9501. Wife of Horace Griffin Webster (1893-1949), the son of Oscar 
Almeron & Lydia Maude Webster. In the 1930 census, Horace was a lawyer & Winifred a 
music teacher; they lived in Northwood, Grand Forks ND. Horace is buried in Memorial Park 
Cemetery, Grand Forks, Grand Forks ND. F: 25635984 

 
Notes:  
 
The family tree at https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/94XG-9XR/walter-langford-
nelson-1896-1997 reports Walter’s parents as Andrew William Nelson & Anna Matilda 
Bloomquist & has some facts about his correct and others (particularly siblings) 
inaccurate. His parentage does not agree with his WWI information nor the census.  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Grand Forks (ND) Herald" 12 Mar 1918 p 7 - student at U of ND. Lengthy description, with 
extracts from 3 letters sent home (11, 13, 14 Feb 1918) to his parents Mr. & Mrs. N.J. 
Nelson. Describes camouflaged ships, how crew deserted on 1st boat, got souvenirs after 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/94XG-9XR/walter-langford-nelson-1896-1997
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/94XG-9XR/walter-langford-nelson-1896-1997
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rescued, only wet from destroyer bow spray, used khaki handkerchief as hat as he had left 
his hat & overcoat on board. Walter had marched in snow 23 Jan 1918 in Garden City NY. 
Was debating the truth of a Biblical prophecy that the war was to end in Feb when the 
torpedo hit. He said men were ordered that day not to go to lowest bunks. He was assigned 
to 16C lifeboat but "16C could not be put over," so he went down a rope to the 2nd 
destroyer. Some men sat on deck & smoked, some units stood at attention as ship sunk 
slowly. He was going to swim from the C doors (lowest ones) if he was not rescued. The 
destroyer "cleverly" backed away & avoided a 3rd torpedo. Now everyone is "ship shy." He 
saved what he was wearing (uniform, underwear, leggings, shoes).  
 
"Polk County, Minnesota, in the World War" p. 57 - Sgt 1st Class, 158th Aero, entered 
service 24 Nov 1917 Jefferson Barracks, mustered out Camp Dodge 22 Mar 1919, on 
Tuscania. http://polk.mngenweb.net/military/WWI.htm   
 
Post-war: 
 
1934 Grand Forks ND city directory 
Nelson, Walter Langford (Grace L.), business manager Healy Law Woutat Moore Clinic, 
resident at 11 – 13th Ave. S. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 502-09-2234 
 
Censuses: 
 
1895 MN state census – Polk Co. MN 
Nathan J. Nelson, 28 MN, collector, had lived in MN for 28 years 
Bertha, 21 MN, housekeeper 
Winifred, 5 months MN 
 
1900 Crookston, Polk MN – 431 Store St. 
Nathan J. Nelson, 33 Sweden, Mar 1867, parents b. Sweden, emigrated 1868, in US for 32 
years, naturalized, married 6 years, traveling salesman 
Bertha L. Nelson, 26 MN, Aug 1873, father b. OH, mother b. PA, gave birth to 2 children, 2 
are living [wife] 
Winifred Nelson, 5 MN, Jan 1895 [daughter] 
Walter L. Nelson, 3 MN, Aug 1896 [son] 
Effie Gordon, 13 MN, Sep 1886, father b. NY, mother b. MN, at school [niece] 
Margret Fitzgerald, 22 MN, Oct 1877, school teacher [lodger] 
Florence A. Smith, 24 IA, Dec 1875, school teacher [lodger] 
 
1910 East Grand Forks, Polk MN  
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Nathan J. Nelson, 43 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, in 1st marriage, married 16 years, 
emigrated 1868, naturalized, cashier, bank 
Bertha L., 36 MN, father b. OH, mother b. PA, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are 
living 
Winifred, 15 MN 
Walter L., 13 MN 
& servant Annie Lystad, 24 Norway, in private home 
 
1920 East Grand Forks, Polk MN 
Nathan J. Nelson, 46 MN, parents b. Sweden, cashier, bank 
Bertha L., 46 MN, father b. OH, mother b. PA 
Winifred, 24 MN, teaching, public schools 
Walter L., 23 MN, clerk, bank 
 
1930 East Grand Forks, Polk MN – 410 N. 3rd St. – conduced 19 Apr 1930 
Walter L. Nelson, 33 MN, parents b. MN, age 24 at 1st marriage, auto finance, National 
Security, WWI veteran 
Grace L., 33 ND, father b. WI, mother b. MN, age 24 at 1st marriage 
Dorothy Merne, 5 ND 
Charles, 4 months ND 
 
1940 Grand Forks, Grand Forks ND – 1207 Lincoln Dr. – Walter, Dorothy Merne & Charles 
Langford were in the same house in 1935 – Mavis was in Minneapolis, Hennepin MN 
Walter L. Nelson, 43 MN, business manager, medical clinic 
Mavis, 25 Canada 
Merne, 15 ND 
Langford, 10 ND 
 


