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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
   

Nelson, Knute S. 
1888 ND – 1971 WI 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MS-CSNF-
4?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWSMK-X42M 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/15547:4569?tid=&pid=&queryId=df2f01c4632db09cd9313495ec28c7b9&_phsrc=hF

B39306&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/464662:1873?tid=&pid=&queryId=138b48d4767fdbe75c23cef1be16f8d4&_phsrc=hF

B39327&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/227272:1200?tid=&pid=&queryId=df2f01c4632db09cd9313495ec28c7b9&_phsrc=h

FB39301&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/227272:1200?tid=&pid=&queryId=df2f01c4632db09cd9313495ec28c7b9&_phsrc=hFB39301&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/227272:1200?tid=&pid=&queryId=df2f01c4632db09cd9313495ec28c7b9&_phsrc=hFB39301&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/227272:1200?tid=&pid=&queryId=df2f01c4632db09cd9313495ec28c7b9&_phsrc=hFB39301&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/901690201:61378 

 
Father: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/901690201:61378
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Naturalization of father Svennung Nelson on 7 Mar 1888 in Dakota Territory - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/215191:62035?tid=&pid=&queryId=e8b4cdd355cd8086c2588a571e39b95a&_phsrc=

hFB39329&_phstart=successSource  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/215191:62035?tid=&pid=&queryId=e8b4cdd355cd8086c2588a571e39b95a&_phsrc=hFB39329&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/215191:62035?tid=&pid=&queryId=e8b4cdd355cd8086c2588a571e39b95a&_phsrc=hFB39329&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/215191:62035?tid=&pid=&queryId=e8b4cdd355cd8086c2588a571e39b95a&_phsrc=hFB39329&_phstart=successSource
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1 of the over 500 accredited delegates at the Anti-Reciprocity Convention yesterday – “Grand Forks 

(ND) Herald” Wednesday 5 Apr 1911 p 2 
 
 

 
“Grand Forks (ND) Herald” Saturday 17 Jan 1920 p 5 
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“Grand Forks (ND) Herald” Saturday 17 Jan 1920 p 8 
 
 

Mother: 
 

 
ND death record of mother Sigri Thorvilson Fjelstad Nelson (1860-1932) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/421225:61747?tid=&pid=&queryId=332431aea98a986efdb6a04a737b338e&_phsrc=

hFB39363&_phstart=successSource  
 

Siblings: 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/421225:61747?tid=&pid=&queryId=332431aea98a986efdb6a04a737b338e&_phsrc=hFB39363&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/421225:61747?tid=&pid=&queryId=332431aea98a986efdb6a04a737b338e&_phsrc=hFB39363&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/421225:61747?tid=&pid=&queryId=332431aea98a986efdb6a04a737b338e&_phsrc=hFB39363&_phstart=successSource
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ND death record of brother Nels S. Nelson (1884-1961) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/270771:61747?tid=&pid=&queryId=b69071c9f6abbba5710c0359f76b48fb&_phsrc=h
FB39355&_phstart=successSource  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/270771:61747?tid=&pid=&queryId=b69071c9f6abbba5710c0359f76b48fb&_phsrc=hFB39355&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/270771:61747?tid=&pid=&queryId=b69071c9f6abbba5710c0359f76b48fb&_phsrc=hFB39355&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/270771:61747?tid=&pid=&queryId=b69071c9f6abbba5710c0359f76b48fb&_phsrc=hFB39355&_phstart=successSource
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ND death record of sister Stella Jonetta Nelson Hanson (1886-1921) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/60474951:61747?tid=&pid=&queryId=eb823a98b6def64571770584192d5ad9&_phsr

c=hFB39359&_phstart=successSource  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/60474951:61747?tid=&pid=&queryId=eb823a98b6def64571770584192d5ad9&_phsrc=hFB39359&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/60474951:61747?tid=&pid=&queryId=eb823a98b6def64571770584192d5ad9&_phsrc=hFB39359&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/60474951:61747?tid=&pid=&queryId=eb823a98b6def64571770584192d5ad9&_phsrc=hFB39359&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of brother John S. Nelson (1890-1975) “Indianapolis (IN) Star” Saturday 18 Jan 1975 p 30 

 

 
“Grand Forks (ND) Herald” Thursday 15 Nov 1906 p 8 
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ND death record of sister Dora Nelson Buraas (1892-1975) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/197645:61747?tid=&pid=&queryId=6d3954ab07138b28c07ad7ad3622f433&_phsrc=

hFB39339&_phstart=successSource  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/197645:61747?tid=&pid=&queryId=6d3954ab07138b28c07ad7ad3622f433&_phsrc=hFB39339&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/197645:61747?tid=&pid=&queryId=6d3954ab07138b28c07ad7ad3622f433&_phsrc=hFB39339&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/197645:61747?tid=&pid=&queryId=6d3954ab07138b28c07ad7ad3622f433&_phsrc=hFB39339&_phstart=successSource
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ND death record of sister Dora Nelson’s husband Edwin Buraas - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/45248750:61747?tid=&pid=&queryId=6d3954ab07138b28c07ad7ad3622f433&_phsr

c=hFB39344&_phstart=successSource  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/45248750:61747?tid=&pid=&queryId=6d3954ab07138b28c07ad7ad3622f433&_phsrc=hFB39344&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/45248750:61747?tid=&pid=&queryId=6d3954ab07138b28c07ad7ad3622f433&_phsrc=hFB39344&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/45248750:61747?tid=&pid=&queryId=6d3954ab07138b28c07ad7ad3622f433&_phsrc=hFB39344&_phstart=successSource
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TX death record of sister Susan Nelson Hanson (1895-1979) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1060819:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=782a60ef78f7ad8e589b3568339dd7bf&_phsrc=h

FB39350&_phstart=successSource  
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1060819:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=782a60ef78f7ad8e589b3568339dd7bf&_phsrc=hFB39350&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1060819:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=782a60ef78f7ad8e589b3568339dd7bf&_phsrc=hFB39350&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1060819:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=782a60ef78f7ad8e589b3568339dd7bf&_phsrc=hFB39350&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage license for Susanna Nelson & Harry Melvin Hanson – “Grand Forks (ND) Herald” Thursday 
4 Dec 1913 p 7 

 
Name:  Knute S. Nelson 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Eng. - private 
Serial number:  251,677 
Entered service from:  Northwood, Grand Forks ND 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Knute S. Nelson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Svennungn Nelson, Northwood ND 
Returned from war on: "Haverford" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Knute S. Nelson  
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Svennung Nelson, Northwood ND (wagoner, 107th 
Engineer Train)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Knute Nelson - b. 22 Mar 1888 Northwood ND; res: 
611 Dayton Ave., Cudahy WI. Single. Painter, Federal Rubber Co., Cudahy WI. Tall & stout.  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Knute S. Nelson - b. 22 Mar 1888 Northwood ND; res: 
Resthaven [National Soldiers Home], Waukesha, Waukesha WI. NOK contact Veterans 
Administration, Minneapolis MN. Unemployed. Height: 6’ – 175 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Jul 1917 
Discharged:  27 May 1919 
Address:  YMCA, Grand Forks ND 
Rank/unit:  wagoner, 107th Engineers Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 22 Mar 1888 Northwood, Grand Forks ND  
Died: 9 May 1971 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI   
Find A Grave record:  24322083 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Northwood, Grand Forks ND 
Cemetery:  Northwood 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Wisconsin Wagr 107 Engineers WWI   
 
Father:  Svennung Nelson, 29 Jan 1854 Bo commune, Telemark fylke, Norway – 15 Jan 1920 
Grand Forks Co. ND. Naturalized 7 Mar 1888 in Dakota Territory. Buried in Northwood 
Cemetery, Northwood, Grands Forks ND. 
Find A Grave:  24322074 
 
Mother: Sigri [or found as Sigrid] Thorvilleson (on daughter Dora’s ND death certificate ) or 
Tohervildson (on son Nels’s ND death certificate) Nelson, 27 Dec 1860 Peterson, Fillmore 
MN – 16 Feb 1932. Daughter of Knue Thorvilson Fjelstad & Sigri Reine, both born Norway, 
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according to her ND death certificate. Buried in Northwood Cemetery, Northwood, Grand 
Forks ND. 
Find A Grave:  24322071 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  Rosa --- Nelson. Listed as wife, living at 1314 Dell Ave., Grand Forks ND, when 
Knute is a resident of the US National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, in Milwaukee 
WI, 1926-1927. He lists himself as married in the 1930 & 1940 censuses.  
A Knute S. Nelson married Rose Newark on 9 Aug 1922 in Hennepin Co. MN 
Is this Rose Newark, 13 Dec 1895 (or 1894 on tombstone) – Jul 1963, SSN 502-09-2932, buried in 
Calvary Cemetery, Grand Forks, Grand Forks ND, F: 21280948? 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91159667:70873 :

 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  An additional sibling had died by the 1900 census. 

• Nels S. Nelson, 11 Feb 1884 ND – 1 Mar 1961 Northwood, Grand Forks ND. Married in 1906 
to Christine Qualheim (1881-1963, F: 24310477). Buried in Northwood Cemetery, 
Northwood, Grand Forks ND. F: 24310483 

• Stella Jonetta Nelson Haugo, 13 Dec 1886 Nelson Co. ND [Feb 1887 in the 1900 census] – 
12 Oct 1921 Grand Forks Co. ND. Married on 18 Dec 1905 in Grand Forks ND to Halvor 
Halvorsen, who became Halvor Haugo (1881-1945, F: 24322096). Buried in Northwood 
Cemetery, Northwood, Grand Forks ND. F: 24322104 

• John S. Nelson, 11 Dec 1889 Northwood, Grand Forks ND – 17 Jan 1975 Indianapolis, 
Marion IN. SSN 502-09-4833. Married Mabel Christine Eiden (Eidem) in Nov 1915 in Grand 
Forks Co. ND. Buried in West Union Cemetery, Northwood, Grand Forks ND. F: 23893558 

• Dora Nelson Buraas, 1 Jun 1892 Northwood, Grand Forks ND – 23 Dec 1975 Northwood, 
Grand Forks ND. Wife of Edwin Buraas (1889-1965, F: 24322107). Buried in Northwood 
Cemetery, Northwood, Grand Forks ND but not on Find A Grave as of 30 Mar 2022.  

• Susan (Susanna) Nelson Hanson, 21 Feb 1895 Northwood, Grand Forks ND – 15 Nov 1979 
Waco, McLennan TX. SSN 544-05-5502. Wife of Harry Melvin Hanson (1892 ND – 1970 CA, 
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SSN 543-05-2666, buried in CA, F: 218918685), whom she married 2 Dec 1913 in Grand 
Forks Co. ND.  In the 1940 census, Harry M. Hanson (46 ND) & wife Susan M. (45 ND) lived 
with son Marlowe S. (25 ND) in Eugene, Lane OR. In 1935 they had lived in Hople, Walsh ND. 
- Susan is buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Waco, McLennan TX. F: 142281742  

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Admitted Dec 1926, discharged Dec 1927 from US National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers,  
Milwaukee WI. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 473-05-5713 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Northwood, Grand Forks ND 
Somau Nelson [or some version of Svennung], 46 Norway, Jan 1854, parents b. Norway, 
emigrated 1872, in US for 28 years, naturalized, married 17 years, farmer 
Sigri [indexed as Egra but misread], 37 MN, Feb 1862, parents b. Norway, gave birth to 7 
children, 6 are living 
Nels Christian, 16 ND, Feb 1884 
Stella Johanne, 12 ND, Feb 1887 
Knut, 12 ND, Mar 1888 
John, 9 ND, Feb 1890 
 
Dahra, 7 ND, Jun 1892 
Susanna, 5 ND, Feb 1895 
 
1910 Northwood, Grand Forks ND – parents & some of his siblings 
Svenone Nelson, 56 Norway, parents b. Norway, in 1st marriage, married 27 years, 
emigrated 1871, naturalized 
Sigri, 48 MN, gave birth to 7 children, 6 are living 
Dora, 18 ND 
Susanna, 15 ND 
Johne, 20 ND 
[no occupation listed for anyone] 
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1920 Northwood, Grand Forks ND 
Sven M. Nelson, 65 Norway, parents b. Norway, emigrated 1871, naturalized 1885 [no 
occupation listed] 
Sarah, 58 MN, parents b. Norway 
Knut, 32 ND, laborer, grain farm 
 
1930 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN - Minnesota State Soldiers Home – on line 40 
Knute S. Nelson, 42 ND, married, age 35 at 1st marriage, father b. Sweden, mother b. IA, inmate, 
WWI veteran 
 
1940 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN - Minnesota State Soldiers Home – same place in 1935  - on line 
78 
Knute S. Nelson, 52 ND, married, inmate 
 


