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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Nelson, Joseph Thompson 
1892 PA – 1950 ID 

 

 



2 
 

 

Obituary of Joseph Thompson Nelson – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Wednesday 4 
Oct 1950 p 4 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1421691:2375  

 

 
“Idaho Daily Statesman” (Boise ID) Saturday 23 May 1931 p 5 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1421691:2375
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“Idaho Statesman” (Boise ID) Friday 29 Sep 1950 p 7 – if this is the correct Joseph T. 

Nelson, he died 1 Oct 1950 
 

 
 https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WSSX-R5T2 
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ID death certificate – Joseph Thompson Nelson 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/177075:60566?tid=&pid=&queryId=a50dc6f5a42561c8f2bca4eae6981335&_

phsrc=hFB39243&_phstart=successSource 
Wife: 
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Marriage record – Ruth Fountain & William Thompson Nelson -  

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61480/images/48574_b415141-
00444?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=90127924 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61480/images/48574_b415141-00444?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=90127924
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61480/images/48574_b415141-00444?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=90127924
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Death of William John Brophy - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1101796:5437 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1101796:5437
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1101796:5437
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Obituary of William John Brophy – “Helena (MT) Independent-Record” Thursday 17 Sep 
1970 p 6 
 
Children: 
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Marriage of daughter Shirley Josephine Nelson to Loren G. Nietert on 31 Jan 1947 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/84533018_e56c197f-580e-
466b-bb68-7222f8c0eb0f?pId=867007  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/84533018_e56c197f-580e-466b-bb68-7222f8c0eb0f?pId=867007
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/84533018_e56c197f-580e-466b-bb68-7222f8c0eb0f?pId=867007
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https://www.deseret.com/2001/6/25/19593137/sunset-woman-dies-after-crash-on-i-15 
 

https://www.deseret.com/2001/6/25/19593137/sunset-woman-dies-after-crash-on-i-15


10 
 

 

 
Daughter Shirley Josephine Nelson Nietert – “Salt Lake Tribune” (Salt Lake City UT) Sunday 
24 Jun 2001 p 26 
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Obituary of daughter Jean Nelson Hollister (1927-2010) - 
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/gainesvilletimes/name/jean-hollister-
obituary?id=10218570  

 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/gainesvilletimes/name/jean-hollister-obituary?id=10218570
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/gainesvilletimes/name/jean-hollister-obituary?id=10218570
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Obituary of wife Ruth Alberta Fountain Nelson Brophy Brophy – “Spokane (WA) 

Spokesman-Review” Thursday 9 Apr 1992 p 28 
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Obituary of Ruth Alberta Fountain’s husband Thomas A. Brophy (1908-1964) “Spokane 

(WA) Chronicle” Friday 2 Nov 1964 p 8 

 
Father: 
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ID death record of father George Andrew Nelson (1853-1923) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60566/images/44066_b207066-
02429_page_0001?pId=48142 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60566/images/44066_b207066-02429_page_0001?pId=48142
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60566/images/44066_b207066-02429_page_0001?pId=48142
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Obituary of father George Andrew Nelson – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Monday 1 Oct 1923 p 4 

 
Siblings: 
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Obituary of brother John Clinton (“Jack”) Nelson (1884-1948) – “Coeur d’Alene (ID) Press” 

Tuesday 24 Feb 1948, from Find A Grave 78549083 
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ID death record of brother John Clinton Nelson (1884-1948) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/687111:60566  
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/687111:60566
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veteran headstone for brother William L. Nelson (1887-1947) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1161056:2375  

 

 
Obituar of brother William L. Nelson – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Saturday 5 Apr 

1947 p 12 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1161056:2375
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Wednesday 19 Feb 1913 p 11 

 

 
ID death record of brother James Wilson Nelson (1890-1931) – crushed by log at Camp 14 

of --- Lumber Co. -  https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/84180:60566 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/84180:60566
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/257070:2375   

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/257070:2375
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MT death record of sister Ianthe Nelson Post (1892-1963) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/47429_550795-
01408?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=750221220  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/47429_550795-01408?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=750221220
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/47429_550795-01408?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=750221220
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[story ends abruptly – many photos of high school students in costumes from various decades 

when the Parrot was open accompany the article] 
“Helena (MT) Independent Record” Sunday 10 Feb 2002 p 21 
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[article continues & includes photographs] 

“Helena (MT) Independent-Record” Sunday 26 Apr 1922 p 26 
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Letter to the editor about his sister Ianthe (“Postie”) Nelson Post – “Helena (MT) Independent-

Record” Tuesday 25 Oct 1983 p 4 
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Obituary of Ianthe Nelson Post – “Helena (MT) Independent-Record” Sunday 9 Oct 1983 p 
8 
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Obituary of May E. Nelson’s 1st husband, Wendell Walter Wells – she is not mentioned in 

his obituary – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Tuesday 22 Sep 1925 p 2 
       

Name:  Joseph Thompson Nelson 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  250,371 
Entered service from:  Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Joseph T. Nelson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father George A. Nelson, 916 Lakeside Ave., Courd Alene [sic/Coeur 
d'Alene] ID 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Joseph T. Nelson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father George A. Nelson, 916 Lakeside Ave., Coeur d'Alene ID 
(PFC, 16th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Joseph Thompson Nelson - b. 7 Feb 1882 Mahaffey 
PA; res: Coeur d'Alene, Kootenai ID. Single. Woodsman for Phil McMauacrorie (spelling?). Tall in 
height, medium build.  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  Coeur d’Alene ID 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Joseph Thompson Nelson - b. 5 Feb 1892 Mahaffey 
PA; res: 911 “A” St., Coeur d'Alene ID. NOK Mrs. Ruth Nelson, same address. Employed by 
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Donald Marebeck, Pine Creek Lumber Co., Pine Creek ID. “deep scar on left bicept [sic[} 
scar on right shin bone” Height: 5’10” – 165 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  12 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  10 Jun 1919 
Address:  911 “A” St., Coeur d’Alene ID 
Rank/unit:  private 1st class, 16th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
 
Born: 5 Feb 1892 Mahaffey, Clearfield PA (WWI draft: 7 Feb 1892)  
Died: 1 Oct 1950 Coeur d'Alene, Kootenai ID   
Find A Grave record: 71336847 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower  
Burial location:  Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID 
Cemetery:  Forest 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Idaho PFC 20 Engineers WWI 
 
Father: George Andrew Nelson, 30 Mar 1853 PA – 29 Sep 1923 Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID. 
Son of John Nelson & Elizabeth Groff (Lohr?). Buried in Forest Cemetery, Coeur d’Alene, 
Kootenai ID. 
Find A Grave:  69112131 
 
Mother: Anna L. Krestena Thompson Nelson, 1858 PA – 17 May 1914 Coeur d’Alene, 
Kootenai ID. Buried in Forest Cemetery, Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID. 
Find A Grave:  69112159 
Parents’ marriage:  1884 
 
Spouse: Ruth Alberta Fountain Nelson Brophy Brophy, 4 Sep 1903 Sherburne Co. MN – 7 
Apr 1992 Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID. SSN 519-28-9469. Daughter of Albert E. Fountain & 
Alice Jennie.   
Following her divorce from Joseph Nelson, she married 10 Aug 1946 in Coeur d’Alene, 
Kootenai ID to Thomas A. Brophy (1908-1964, F; 79757050). After his death, she married 
Thomas’s brother, William John Brophy (1899-1970, F: 59925825).   Buried in St. Thomas 
Cemetery, Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  85670514 
Marriage:  7 Jul 1924 Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai IA 
 
Children: 

• Shirley Josephine Nelson Nietert, 1 Mar 1925 Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID – 22 Jun 2001 
Clearfield, Davis UT. Married 31 Jan 1947 in King Co. WA to Loren G. Nietert (1923-2003, 
SSN 519-16-2557). Loren was driving their car when it collided with a semi-trailer & Shirley 
was killed.  
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• Jean Nelson Hollister, 19 Aug 1927 ID – 8 Jul 2010 GA. SSN 518-26-5817. Married 2 Sep 
1951 in San Francisco CA to Hal L. Hollister. He predeceased her. Social Security lists her 
last residence in Gainesville, Hall GA.  

• James (“Jim”) Nelson, ca. 1933 ID. Resident of Sun City CA in Apr 1992 & also in 1993. Might 
he be the James W. Nelson b. 30 Oct 1932? 

• Ruth Fountain Nelson Brophy Brophy’s Apr 1992 obituary lists a daughter Mary Gray, a 
resident of Coeur d’Alene ID/ 

 
Siblings:  

• John Clinton Nelson, 21 May 1887 (on tombstone, but 1886 on WWI & WWII draft cards) 
Clearfield Co. PA – 24 Feb 1948 Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID. Married 17 Aug 1913 in 
Kootenai Co. ID to Gladys Dryden (1890-1933, F: 78548826). Buried in Forest Cemetery, 
Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID. F: 78549083 

• William Lohr Nelson, 19 Jul 1887 Mahaffey, Clearfield PA – 4 Apr 1947 Spokane County WA. 
Married 18 Feb 1913 in Shoshone Co. ID to Merle M. Jackson (1896-1963, F: 226599181). 
Divorced, Merle Jackson Nelson married Dr. Deshler F. Sells (1877-1973, F: 226599239) on 
12 Jan 1920 in Spokane WA. On his WWII (1942) draft card, William notes Joseph T. Nelson 
as his next-of-kin; both reside at 911 “A” St., Coeur d’Alene ID. William is buried in Forest 
Cemetery, Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID. F: 69004883 

• James Wilson Nelson, 20 Aug 1888 PA – 3 Jun 1931 ID. Husband of May C. Holshouser 
(1891-1982, F: 78549155). Died when his chest & body were crushed by a falling log at 
Camp 14 of a lumber camp. His widow May had married Matthew King in 1920 & then 
James Wilson on 15 Feb 1923 (in Coeur d’Alene ID). She is buried with the surname Raiche. 
– James is buried in Forest Cemetery, Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID. F: 69003266 

• Ianthe Vivian (“Postie”) Nelson Post, 8 Jun 1892 [or 1893] Clearfield Co. PA – 8 Oct 1983 
Helena, Lewis & Clark Co. MT. SSN 517-44-6840 She & husband William Rowland Post 
(1892-1977) married 18 Dec 1917. They operated the popular Parrot Confectionery in 
Helena MT. Her body was cremated at the Hillcrest Lawn Memorial Mausoleum (Great 
Falls, Cascade MT). 

• May E. Nelson, May 1896 PA. She is noted as Mrs. Wells of Seattle WA in Oct 1923 when her 
father George died. She had married on 20 Jun 1916 in Kootenai Co. ID to Wendell Walter 
Wells (2 Dec 1896 ID – 21 Sep 1925 WA, F: 155204279). According to the biography on his 
Find A Grave record, May & Wendell divorced a short time after their marriage. – She is 
listed as Mrs. A.E. Scheel of Oakland CA in Feb 1948 when her brother John dies, and as 
Mrs. Eagon Scheel of Oakland CA in Apr 1947 when her brother William dies. Might this be 
Egon Andrew Scheel, b. 4 Feb 1922 NY, a resident of Oakland CA in its 1942 city directory 
with wife “Betty Mae” who died 2 Jun 1989?  

 
Notes:  
 
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/68944948/person/300035591758/fac\ts  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/68944948/person/300035591758/fac/ts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/68944948/person/300035591758/fac/ts
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The Tuscania sank on Joseph’s 26th birthday. 
 
“Idaho Daily Statesman” (Boise ID) Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – Joseph T. Nelson of Coeur 
d’Alene ID is among the Idahoans saved. 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Idaho Statesman” (Boise ID) Monday 16 Jun 1941 p 3 – among the arrivals in Butte MT was 
Mrs. Joseph T. Nelson of Coeur d’Alene, at the Owyhee. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 518-05-5217 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID 
George Nelson, 46 PA, Mar 1854, parents b. PA, married 16 years, day laborer 
Amy, 41 PA, Sep 1856, parents b. PA, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
John, 15 PA, May 1885, day laborer 
William, 13 PA, Jul 1886 
James, 11 PA, Aug 1888 
Joseph, 9 PA, Feb 1891 
Aseth, 6 PA, Jun 1893 
May E., 4 PA, May 1896 
 
1910 Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID – Front St. 
George A. Nelson, 55 PA, parents b. PA, married 24 years, constructor [contractor?], 
lumbering 
Anna L., 48 PA, parents b. PA, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
John C., 26 PA, laborer, lumbering camp 
William L., 24 PA, contractor, lumbering 
James L., 22 PA, contractor, lumbering 
Joseph T., 19 PA, contractor, lumbering 
Ianthe, 17 PA 
Mary E., 14 PA 
& brothers-in-law: 
Joseph B. Nelson, 45 PA – John B., 38 PA – Jay B., 28 PA – all contractor, lumbering 
& boarder John Blanchard, 28 PA, laborer, lumbering 
 
1920 Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID 
Roomers at the Elite Hotel: 
Joseph T. Nelson, 27 PA, single, woodsman 
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William Nelson, 33 PA, married, logging contractor 
James W., 32 PA, single, woodsman 
[parents b. PA] 
 
1930 Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID – 911 “A” St. – conducted 8 Apr 1930 
Joseph T. Nelson, 38 PA, parents b. PA, age 32 at 1st marriage, contractor, logging, WWI 
veteran 
Ruth A., 26 MN, father b. IA, mother b. MN 
Shirley J., 5 years 1 month ID 
Jean R., 2 years 7 months ID 
& brother William L. Nelson, 44 PA, divorced, parents b. PA, contractor, logging, WWI 
veteran 
 
1940 Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID – in 1935 in same house 
Joseph T. Nelson, 48 PA, operator of wanigan (boat) – Note: a wanigan was a flat-bottomed 
barge-like boat used to bring supplies to lumber camps in the woods and often served as a 
cooking area 
Ruth, 36 MN 
Shirley, 15 ID 
Jean, 12 ID 
James, 7 ID 
& niece Barbara Nelson, 17 ID 
 


