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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

McHan, Edward John / Edd John 
1891 NC – 1960 TX 
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His obituary mistakenly identifies him as Earl McHan – “Prague (OK) News-Record” 

Wednesday 27 Jan 1960 p 1 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/632059525/?terms=%22allen%20mchan%22&matc

h=1  

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/632059525/?terms=%22allen%20mchan%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/632059525/?terms=%22allen%20mchan%22&match=1
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TX death record – pneumonia, emphysema, tuberculosis – “schizophrenic reaction, 

paranoid type” - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062560-

02120?pId=82336607 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062560-02120?pId=82336607
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062560-02120?pId=82336607
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421401574_04
39-01754?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1271714  

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-B3NY-
8?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW9L7-JKW2  
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Danville IL soldier’s home - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1200/images/MIUSA1866_113808-

00562?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=121429 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1200/images/MIUSA1866_113808-00562?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=121429
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1200/images/MIUSA1866_113808-00562?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=121429
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Milwaukee WI soldiers’ home - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1200/images/MIUSA1866_113888-

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1200/images/MIUSA1866_113888-00711?treeid=79845814&personid=202131021575&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB33184&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=225627
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00711?treeid=79845814&personid=202131021575&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB33184&_ph
start=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=225627 

 
 
 

 

 
Johnson City TN soldiers’ home – 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1200/images/MIUSA1866_113864-

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1200/images/MIUSA1866_113888-00711?treeid=79845814&personid=202131021575&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB33184&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=225627
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1200/images/MIUSA1866_113888-00711?treeid=79845814&personid=202131021575&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB33184&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=225627
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1200/images/MIUSA1866_113864-00359?treeid=79845814&personid=202131021575&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB33185&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=191799
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00359?treeid=79845814&personid=202131021575&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB33185&_ph
start=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=191799 

 

 

 
Hampton VA soldiers’ home - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/518898:1200?tid=79845814&pid=202131021575&queryId=157660a9c9603c
eedb4a4fa1ab6c4fef&_phsrc=hFB33186&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1200/images/MIUSA1866_113864-00359?treeid=79845814&personid=202131021575&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB33185&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=191799
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1200/images/MIUSA1866_113864-00359?treeid=79845814&personid=202131021575&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB33185&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=191799
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Dayton OH soldier’s home - 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1200/images/MIUSA1866_113775-
00048?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=499705 

 

 
 

 
Edward John McHan deserted the Army on 5 Apr 1915 – surrendered 7 Apr 1915 – deserted 

1 Jul 1915 – surrendered 2 Dec 1915 – dishonorably discharged 23 Jan 
1916https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1198/images/MIUSA1798_1029

26-00369?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=166249  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1571/images/32169_126327-
00359?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=3822185 

 
Siblings: 
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Left: Sister Dora E. McHan Thomasson – Find A Grave 650078986 – right: sister Minnie McHan with 
husband James Daniel Davis – Find A Grave 33566588 
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Obituary of brother Roy Owen McHan – “Prague (OK) News-Record” Wednesday 19 Sep 1962 p 1 
 

 
Obituary of brother Allen McKinley McHan – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Saturday 16 

Oct 1976 p 66 
            
 
Name:  Edward John McHan / Edd John McHan 
Name variations: McHann on passenger list  
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private 
Serial number:  251,501 
Entered service from:  Prague, Lincoln OK 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  as Ed. J. McHann (Fold3, p. 803: 
https://www.fold3.com/image/604132753?rec=623271199&terms=edward,outgoing,mchann) & 
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as Edward J. McHann (p. 312 - 
https://www.fold3.com/image/604165413?rec=623805974&terms=outgoing,ed,mchann) 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. Margaret J. McHann [sic], Prague OK 
Returned from war on:  "Princess Matoika" Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Edward Mc Han 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Marguerite Mc Han, Prague OK (pvt. Co. C, 9th Inf.)   
World War I draft registration (1917): as Edward J. McHan - b. 20 Aug 1891 Murphy NC; res: Prague, 
Lincoln OK. Single. Common laborer, not employed. Short in height, medium build. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  b. 20 Aug 1891 Murphy NC; res: trans (apparently transient), 
General Delivery, Los Angeles CA. “unimployed” NOK Mrs. Margaret McHan, Prague OK, RFD ? 
[question mark is on form] “left leg has been broken above ankle” – height: 5’5 ½” – weight: 125 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 23 Nov 1917 
Discharged: 18 Aug 1919 
Address:  Prague OK 
Rank/unit:  private, Demob Grp 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 20 Aug 1891 Murphy, Cherokee NC  
Died: 18 Jan 1960 Houston, Harris TX   
Find A Grave record: 17812429 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:   Prague, Lincoln OK 
Cemetery:  Gable 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Solomon T. McHan, 1 Aug 1852 Macon Co. NC – 21 Jan 1922 Prague, Lincoln OK. His 
tombstone says he was born 1 Aug 1852. Various commentors on his Find A Grave site indicate he 
was born 1 Aug 1849, the exact date listed in the 1900 census. His brother James McHan was born 
in 1852 & they were not twins. The Find A Grave record remains unchanged. Son of Burch/Birchett 
McHan & Sarah Jane Truitt. Buried in Gable Cemetery, Prague, Lincoln OK. 
Find A Grave:  17812403 
 
Mother: Margaret Jane McHargue (also listed as Cunningham) McHan, 3 Apr 1861 NC – 8 Apr 1949. 
Daughter of William Pinkney McHague (who served in the Confederate forces) & Nancy Emeline 
Boyd McHargue Cunningham. Buried in Gable Cemetery, Prague, Lincoln OK. 
Find A Grave:  17812410 
Parents’ marriage:  21 May 1876 Macon Co. NC 
 
Spouse: according to his TX death record, “never married” 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  Edward John was born after his brother Mercer. 
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• Dora E. McHan Thomasson, 23 Apr 1877 Bryson City, Swain NC – 4 Jun 1949 Anadarko, 
Caddo OK. Married on 9 Jul 1900 in Murphy, Cherokee NC to John Alford Thomasson (1868-
1958, F: 65079107). Buried in Memory Lane Cemetery, Anadarko, Caddo OK. F: 65078986  

• Minnie McHan Davis, 2 Feb 1879 (1900 census) or 2 Feb 1880 (Find A Grave) NC – 12 Jan 
1922 Prague, Lincoln OK. Wife of James Daniel Davis (1868-1922, F: 33566577) who was 
earlier married to Adelia Egleston (1868-1906) in 1886. Buried in Gable Cemetery, Prague, 
Lincoln OK. F: 33566588 

• Flora Caldone McHan Carpenter, 21 Dec 1880 (1900 census) or 1881 (Find A Grave) 
Murphy, Cherokee NC – 29 May 1958 El Reno, Canadian OK. Wife of Jacob C. Carpenter 
(1893-1968, F: 133063058). Buried in El Reno Cemetery, El Reno, Canadian OK. F: 
133063034 

• Rose E. McHan, 5 Dec 1882 (1900 census) or 5 Dec 1882 (Find A Grave) NC – 23 Jan 1922 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK. Tombstone: “She was the sunshine of our home.” 
Buried in Gable Cemetery, Prague, Lincoln OK. F: 17812382 

• Lillian (Lillie/Lela) Palistine McHan Bradley, 9 Jan 1885 (1900 census) or 1886 (Find A Grave) 
Murphy, Cherokee NC – 16 Jun 1943 Jackson Co. OK. Wife of Floyd William Bradley (1886-
1959, F: 24439634) whom she married 11 Dec 1904 in Shawnee, Pottawatomie OK. After 
Lillian’s death, Floyd married Lillian’s sister Sarah in 1944. Lillian is buried in Eldorado 
Cemetery, Eldorado, Jackson OK. F: 24439702 

• Sarah Emeline McHan Bradley, 29 May 1887 Murphy, Cherokee NC – 13 Jun 1966 Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma Co. OK. Married her sister Lillian’s widower, Floyd William Bradley (1886-
1959, F; 24439634). Buried in Gable Cemetery, Prague, Lincoln OK. F: 33566741 

• Mercer M. McHan, 19 Apr 1889 Murphy Co. NC – 28 Sep 1911 Prague, Lincoln OK. His Find 
A Grave incorrectly records his birth year as 1899 but he was age 11 in the 1900 census. 
Buried in Gable Cemetery, Prague, Lincoln OK. F: 17812424 

• Roy Owen McHan, 27 Jan 1895 Cherokee Co. NC – 15 Sep 1962 OK. Husband of Beulah 
Ovella McLaughlin McHan Browser (1911-1994) whom he married 26 Feb 1941. He had lost 
part of his right leg to amputation in WWI. He married Beulah after her mother died in 1936. 
Their only child was Doyle McHan (1942-1952). Beulah later married George Kinnie Browder 
(1904-1988). Buried in Gable Cemetery, Prague, Lincoln OK. F: 17811695 

• Ida (Idah) Frances McHan Wilbourn, 3 Sep 1897 NC – 13 Aug 1971 Los Angeles, Los Angeles 
CA. SSN 549-10-9398. Married 8 Sep 1920 in Tecumseh, Pottawatomie OK to George 
William Wilbourn (1899-1989, F: 72155992). Buried in Green Hills Memorial Park, Rancho 
Palos Verdes, Los Angeles Co. CA. F: 72155993 

• Allen McKinley McHan, 8 Dec 1900 NC – 14 (or 15) Oct 1976 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. 
NC. Husband of Lucy Adeline Black (1906-1993, F: 31341830) whom he married ca. 1934. 
Buried in Gable Cemetery, Prague, Lincoln OK. F: 17812322 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
Had enlisted in US Army prior to WWI – had deserted twice & was dishonorably discharged. 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
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Numerous stays in veterans’ homes - Milwaukee WI, Sawtelle CA, Dayton OH, Johnson City TN, 
Danville IL - in the 1920s & 1930s.   
 
1938 CA voter registration – San Francisco  
Edward J. McHan, barber, resident of 371 – 1st, San Francisco CA, Democrat 
 
Obituary: 
  
TX death record: at time of death in the Veterans Administration Hospital, Houston, Harris 
TX after a stay of 89 days, he resided at 165 NW 15th, Oklahoma City OK. Died of 
pneumonia, emphysema & tuberculosis – “schizophrenic reaction, paranoid type” 
 
Social Security number: 551-26-4716 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Murphy, Cherokee NC – census taker provided exact birthdates 
Solomon McHan, 50 NC, b. 1 Aug 1849, parents b. NC, married 25 years, farmer 
Marget J., 39 NC, b. 3 Apr 1861, parents b. NC, gave birth to 10 children, 10 are living 
Dora, 23 NC, b. 23 Apr 1877 
Minnie, 21 NC, b. 2 Feb 1879, student 
Flora C., 19 NC, b. 21 Dec 1880, student 
Rosa E., 17 NC, b. 5 Dec 1882, student 
Lillie P., 15 NC, b. 9 Jan 1885, student 
Sarah E., 13 NC, b. 29 May 1887, student 
Mercer M., 11 NC, b. 19 Apr 1889, student 
John E., 8 NC, b. 20 Sep 1891, student 
Ray O., 5 NC, b. 27 Jan 1895 
Idah F., 2 NC, b. 3 Sep 1897 
 
1910 South Seminole, Lincoln OK 
Soloman McHan, 51 NC, parents b. NC, in 1st marriage, married 34 years, farmer, general farm 
Mary J., 49 NC, father b. US, mother b. NC, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 11 children, 11 are living 
Flora, 26 NC 
Rosa, 24 NC 
Sara, 21 NC 
Mecer [sic], 19 NC, farm laborer, home farm 
Ed, 17 NC, farm laborer, home farm 
Roy, 15 NC, farm laborer, home farm 
Ida, 11 NC 
Allen, 9 NC 
 
Cannot locate 1920, 1930 or 1940 census 
 


