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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

McGinn, Michael James 
1894 WI – 1972 WI 
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Michael James McGinn – “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” 12 Feb 1918 p 5 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/186209784/?terms=%22michael%20mcginn%22&match=1  
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/186209784/?terms=%22michael%20mcginn%22&match=1
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Saturday 2 Mar 1918 p 7 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/186210132/?terms=%22michael%20mcginn%22&match=1  
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/186210132/?terms=%22michael%20mcginn%22&match=1
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 
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Obituary of Michael James McGinn – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Thursday 3 Feb 1972 p 29 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-

BRPD?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW9V1-SMT2 
 

Wife: 
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Marriage of Michael James McGinn & Rose Marie Minsky on 21 Aug 1922 – “Kenosha (WI) Evening 

News” Monday 21 Aug 1922 p 3 
 

Father: 
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Father Michael McGinn - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/160491038/person/322098137177/media/a4d2cba3-d523-4094-8043-c60d8c0a7c3f  

 
Obituary of father Michael McGinn – “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Tuesday 6 Apr 1909 p 9 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/160491038/person/322098137177/media/a4d2cba3-d523-4094-8043-c60d8c0a7c3f
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/160491038/person/322098137177/media/a4d2cba3-d523-4094-8043-c60d8c0a7c3f
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Saturday 3 Apr 1909 p 7 

 
Marriage of parents: 
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Marriage of parents on 31 Jul 1888 - “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Tuesday 14 Aug 1888 p 2 

 
Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Cathrine Goulee McGinn – “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Saturday 22 Jan 

1955 p 22 & Find A Grave123049557 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of brother Phillip Raymond McGinn (1891-1957) – “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Monday 

13 May 1957 p 38 
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Obituary of brother John E. McGinn (1892-1958) – left: “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Saturday 13 

Sep 1958 p 24 – right: “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Friday 12 Sep 1958 p 8 
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Obituary of brother Frank E. McGinn (1896-1957) – “Minneapolis (MN) Star” Wednesday 30 Oct 

1957 p 2 

 
Obituary of sister Margaret C. McGinn LeGault (1903-2000) – “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” 

Wednesday 19 Jan 2000 p 14 

 
Life: 
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American Legion football team – “Kenosha (WI) Evening News” Tuesday 6 Dec 1921 p 8 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 17 Jul 1923 p 12 
            
Name:  Michael James McGinn 
Name variations: Jim McGinn – James McGinn (likely to avoid confusion with his father, also named 
Michael) 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. B  - corporal 
Serial number:  251,029 
Entered service from:  Green Bay, Brown WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Michael James McGinn 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. Catherine McGinn, 109 N. Ashland Ave., Green Bay WI  
Returned from war on:  "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Michael J. McGinn 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Catherine Mc Ginn, 109 N. Ashland Ave., Green Bay 
WI (cpl, Co. B, 107th Supply Train)   
World War I draft registration (1917): as Michael James McGinn - b. 1 Aug 1894 Rockland, Brown 
WI; res: 323 Main St., Kenosha WI. Single. Dependent mother & sister. Barber, HSS (?) Buhler, 
Kenosha WI. Claimed exemption from draft: in Kenosha Infantry. Medium height, slender build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 1939 NTSA: 188 Main St., Oshkosh WI - 1955 WI 
Survivors, as Micheal, 199 Main St., Oshkosh WI 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Michael J. McGinn - b. 1 Aug 1894 Brown Co. WI; res: 1111 
Oregon St., Oshkosh, Winnebago WI. NOK Mrs. Rose McGinn, same address. Self-employed at 199 
Main St., Oshkosh, Winnebago WI. “scar on first finger left hand” – height: 5’7” – weight 185 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 24 May 1917 
Discharged: 29 May 1919 
Address:  3-3 [middle number obscured by splotch, but resided at 323 Main St. in 1917] Main St., 
Kenosha WI 
Rank/unit:  corporal, Co. B, 107th Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 1 Aug 1894 Rockville, Brown Co. WI  
Died: 3 Feb 1972 Oshkosh, Winnebago WI (while shoveling snow at his home at 1532 N. Main St., 
Oshkosh)   
Find A Grave record: 150085867 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
 Burial location:  Oshkosh, Winnebago WI 
Cemetery:  Calvary Catholic 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Wisconsin Cpl Co B 107 Sup Train WWI 
 
Father:  Michael Bartholomew McGinn, May 1863 Rockland, Brown WI – 5 Apr 1909 Green Bay, 
Brown WI. Son of Robert McGuinn & Johanna Brown. A bridge tender at the new Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad bridge, he fell 20 feet off the bridge during the night & was found 
unconscious the next day. He died at his home at 1034 Grignon St., Green Bay WI. Buried in Allouez 
Catholic Cemetery & Chapel Mausoleum, Green Bay, Brown WI. 
Find A Grave:  123049564 
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Mother: Cathrine Goulee McGinn, Mar 1865 Rockland, Brown WI – 21 Jan 1955 Green Bay, Brown 
WI. Daughter of Philip J. Gouley & Mary Coleman (also found listed as Katherine Virtous). Her birth 
surname is found as Goulee, Gooley, Golee, Gulee, Guolee, Gouley, etc. Buried in Allouez Catholic 
Cemetery & Chapel Mausoleum, Green Bay, Brown WI. 
Find A Grave:  123049557 
Parents’ marriage:  31 Jul 1888 in St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Green Bay, Brown WI 
 
Spouse: Rose Marie Minsky McGinn, 6 Jun 1891 WI – 6 Feb 1986 Oshkosh, Winnebago WI. Daughter 
of Louis Minski & Julia Jeske. Buried in Calvary Catholic Cemetery, Oshkosh, Winnebago WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  150086142 
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  Michael was born after John.  

• Phillip Raymond (“Ray”) McGinn, 23 May 1891 Rockland, Brown WI – 10 May 1957 St. 
Petersburg, Pinellas FL. Husband of Ida J. Tickler (1892-1967, F: 123049560) whom he 
married in 1913. Owner of Green Bay Auto Parts Co. Buried in Allouez Catholic Cemetery & 
Chapel Mausoleum, Green Bay, Brown WI. F: 123049565 

• John Earl McGinn, 9 Dec 1892 Brown Co. WI – 11 Sep 1958 Green Bay, Brown WI. Married 25 
Nov 1920 in Menominee Co. MI to Nellie Snavely (1902-1977, F: 167658694), daughter of 
John Snavely (F: 167658723) & Mary Quatsoe (1881-1958, F: 167658745). He was age 26, a 
mechanic, resident of Green Bay WI, b. Brown Co. WI, son of Michael McGinn & Catherine 
Goulee. Nellie was age 18, a resident of Green Bay WI, b. Green Bay WI, daughter of John 
Snavely & --- Quatsoe. Nellie returned to using her maiden name, moved to NY, married 
Burt Strouse (ca. Aug 1941) & reverted to Snavely. She is buried in the same cemetery as 
John.  -  Husband of Armine (“Amy”) Ketchum (1899-1962, F: 123049556). Buried in Allouez 
Catholic Cemetery & Chapel Mausoleum, Green Bay, Brown WI. F: 123049562 

• Frank (Francis) Edward (“Ted”) McGinn, 8 Oct 1896 WI – 28 Oct 1957 Minneapolis, 
Hennepin MN. Husband of Ceil Loughrin (1900-1989, F: 123049558). WWI veteran. Buried 
in Allouez Catholic Cemetery & Chapel Mausoleum, Green Bay, Brown WI. F: 123049559 

• Patrick William McGinn, 16 Mar 1902 Green Bay, Brown WI – 25 Feb 1969 Milwaukee Co. 
WI. Husband of Helen Elizabeth Campion (1904-1972, F: 16110229). Buried in Calvary 
Cemetery & Mausoleum, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F: 160110231 

• Margaret C. (Katherine Margaret) McGinn LeGault, 3 Aug 1903 Green Bay, Brown WI – 18 Jan 
2000 Green Bay, Brown WI. –Married 15 Jul 1926 to Kenneth J. LeGault (1904-1980, F: 
121356528). Buried in Allouez Catholic Cemetery & Chapel Mausoleum, Green Bay, Brown 
WI. F: 207749107 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Wednesday 10 Mar 1915 p 7 

 
Wartime: 
 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 4 – “Tuscania Survivors – Maybe His 
Name is Here” – Michael James McGinn, Green Bay WI. 
 
"Green Bay [WI] Press-Gazette" 2 Mar 1918 p 7 – photo - letter to his mother Mrs. Catherine 
McGinn, 109 N. Ashland, signed "Jim" describing Tuscania, Irish & Scotch hospitality. Saw Halifax 
destruction. Not seasick. Had written 1 letter & was writing another when torpedo hit. Was in a 
lifeboat from 7:15-11 p.m., picked up by overcrowded coast patrol boat. Was met at the dock by 
people prepared to assist. Taken to 2 largest hotels, to dining room & bar. Loss about 200 men, 
mostly due to jumpers. 
 
"Racine (WI) Journal Times" 4 Mar 1918 p 3 – In a letter to his mother, Michael J. McGinn said he 
was writing a letter to his mother when there was a “jar.” The ship trembled, the lights went out. He 
grabbed a lifebelt. Loss of life was due to those who jumped overboard. Was treated royally by the 
Irish people. The boys were taken to 2 of the largest hotels & given hot drinks, clothing. Entertained 
at teas & movies. Naval band accompanied them to the railroad station.  
 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 14 May 1919 p 2 – “Vale’s Men Last Out of France” – the 107th 
Supply Train is expected to arrive on the “Virginian” next Monday, among them Pvt. Michael J. 
McGinn. 
 
“Kenosha (WI) Evening News” Saturday 31 May 191 p 8 – “Welcome Home the Tuscanians” – 
includes corporal Michael J. McGinn, serial number 251029. 
 
Post-war: 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 13 Nov 1923 p 12 – among those volunteering to be buglers for the 
American Legion band: Jim McGinn 
 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Tuesday 27 Jan 1942 p 7 – the annual meeting of the National 
Tuscania Survivors Association will be held Feb. 7 & 8 in Wisconsin Rapids WI. Among the 5 
Oshkosh WI residents eligible to attend is Michael J. McGinn. Four of the 5 are still Oshkosh 
residents. 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern" 3 Feb 1972 p 29 - age 77, b. Green Bay WI 1 Aug 1894. Survived by 
wife Rose Marie (Minsky) & 1 sister. Former operator Rose Marie Beauty Shop. WWI Army veteran, 
member of American Legion & 32nd Infantry Division Winnebago Chapter. Funeral 5 Feb 1972 [the 
54th anniversary of the sinking of the Tuscania] with burial in Calvary.  
  
Social Security number: 387-32-2389 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Green Bay, Brown WI – W. Mason St. 
Michael McGinn, 37 WI, May 1863, father b. Scotland, mother b. Ireland, married 12 years, 
foreman, street car barn 
Catherine, 35 WI, Mar 1865, father b. Ireland, mother b. Germany, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are 
living 
Raymond, 10 WI, May 1890, at school 
John, 7 WI, Dec 1892 
James, 5 WI, Aug 1894 [Michael James] 
Frank, 3 WI, Oct 1896 
 
1905 WI state census – Green Bay, Brown WI 
Michael McGinn, 42 WI, parents b. Ireland, teamster 
Katherine, 40 WI, parents b. Ireland 
Raymond, 15 WI 
John, 12 WI 
James, 10 WI 
Francis, 8 WI 
Patrick, 4 WI 
Margaret, 2 Wi 
 
1910 Lawrence, Brown WI – conducted Apr 20 & 21, 1910 
Thomas McGinn, 35 Wi, father b. Scotland, mother b. Ireland, married 2 years, farmer, general 
Margaret, 27 WI, father b. NY, mother b. Ireland, gave birth to 2 children, 1 is living 
Ann, 5 months WI 
& mother Ann McGinn, 72 Ireland, widow, parents b. Ireland 
& nephew James McGinn, 15 WI, parents b. WI 
 
1910 Green Bay, Brown WI – 1034 Grignon St. – rest of his family 
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Katie M. McGinn, 45 Wi, widow, father b. Ireland, mother b. Germany, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are 
living, own income 
Phillip R., 19 WI, purser, steam boat 
John E., 17 WI, elevator boy, business block 
Francis E., 13 WI 
Patrick W., 9 WI 
Katherine M., 6 WI 
[for the children, both parents b. WI] 
 
1920 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – Julius St. 
James McGinn, 26 WI, parents b. WI, barber, barber shop, lodging with: 
Joseph & Wallie T. Lindl & their 3 sons 
 
1940 Oshkosh, Winnebago WI – 1111 Oregon St. – in same house in 1935 
Robert F. Janke, 42 WI, carpenter, construction 
Sadie, 37 WI [wife – Rose Minsky McGinn’s sister Sadie Adeline Minsky Janke, F: 150992858] 
Marilyn J., 11 WI [daughter] 
& Michael J. McGinn [indexed as Mildred], 46 WI, cosmetician, private beauty parlor [brother-in-
law] 
Rose McGinn, 48 WI, cosmetician, private beauty parlor [sister-in-law] 
 
 


