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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

McGeehan, Clovis John 
1888 WI – 1961 WI 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 20 Mar 1942 p 10 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/5905359/person/6016663165/media/40050_1521003240_0477-

01433?_phsrc=hFB32947&_phstart=successSource  
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-B3WH-

4?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7BWR-MPMM 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-B3WH-4?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7BWR-MPMM
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-B3WH-4?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7BWR-MPMM
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223 Prentice Avenue, Ashland WI, built in 1880 - 
https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/223-Prentice-Ave-Ashland-WI-

54806/104901070_zpid/ 
 

 
1901 Ashland WI city directory - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/13913040?usePUB=tru
e&usePUBJs=true&pId=853319367  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/13913040?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=853319367
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/13913040?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=853319367
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Daughter Mary Ann McGeehan Hunt (1929-2013) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/152873748/person/342068168346/media/04ba5960-5fbb-4861-b01c-
db1f6c643ee1 

 
Parents: 
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Mother Catherine Martin McGeehan - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/152873748/person/342063758664/media/a57a7255-8e90-4a0d-97fb-
fed8f0ec2c69  

 
Siblings: 

 

 
Sibling #1 Mary Flora (Florence) McGeehan – marriage to William Brennan on 4 Sep 1906 – 

“Montreal River Miner & Iron County Republican” Friday 7 Sep 1906 p 5 
 

Sibling #2 – Clovis John McGeehan 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/152873748/person/342063758664/media/a57a7255-8e90-4a0d-97fb-fed8f0ec2c69
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/152873748/person/342063758664/media/a57a7255-8e90-4a0d-97fb-fed8f0ec2c69
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/152873748/person/342063758664/media/a57a7255-8e90-4a0d-97fb-fed8f0ec2c69
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Sibling #3 Elizabeth M. McGeehan Sexton (here listed as Larkin) Egan – “Davenport (IA) 

Daily Times” Friday 26 Jun 1914 p 22 
 

 
Cuyahoga Co. OH marriage record - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1876/images/32365_225717-
00989?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=2477879  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1876/images/32365_225717-00989?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=2477879
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1876/images/32365_225717-00989?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=2477879
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Funeral of brother-in-law Leo Sexton attended by Clovis McGeehan – “Marshfield (WI) 

News-Herald” Friday 3 Dec 1926 p 4 
 

 
Obituary of Elizabeth’s 1st husband Leo John Sexton – “Quad-City Times” (Davenport IA) 

Thursday 2 Dec 1926 p 19 
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Sibling #4 sister Gean Martha McGeehan Flagg (twin of Jane) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/5905359/person/6017057185/media/27933408-b698-4bb7-b8ff-

0afd514b5b1c?_phsrc=hFB32996&_phstart=successSource  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5905359/person/6017057185/media/27933408-b698-4bb7-b8ff-0afd514b5b1c?_phsrc=hFB32996&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5905359/person/6017057185/media/27933408-b698-4bb7-b8ff-0afd514b5b1c?_phsrc=hFB32996&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5905359/person/6017057185/media/27933408-b698-4bb7-b8ff-0afd514b5b1c?_phsrc=hFB32996&_phstart=successSource
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The twin sisters Gean & Jane - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/15926266/person/404522514/media/090127be-9ba5-4cf7-b64d-
34d584e23db7  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/15926266/person/404522514/media/090127be-9ba5-4cf7-b64d-34d584e23db7
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/15926266/person/404522514/media/090127be-9ba5-4cf7-b64d-34d584e23db7
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/15926266/person/404522514/media/090127be-9ba5-4cf7-b64d-34d584e23db7
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Sibling #5 sister Jane Margaret McGeehan Bohan, twin of Gean - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/15926266/person/404522514/media/06df0440-8e78-40dc-91e1-

1ac2a20a7059 
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Continued on p 5: 
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Sibling #9 – Walter Jerome McGeehan – “Lancaster (OH) Eagle-Gazette” Monday 12 Sep 
1938 p 1, continued on p 5 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/295129909/?terms=%22walter%20mcgeehan%22&
match=1 
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“Lancaster (OH) Eagle-Gazette” Monday 12 Sep 1938 p 7 
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“Lancaster (OH) Eagle-Gazette” Monday 12 Sep 1938 p 6 
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“Lancaster (OH) Eagle-Gazette” Tuesday 27 Sep 1938 p 10 
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Sibling #10 - OH burial record of brother John Martin McGeehan (1893-1941)  
 

Life: 
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(the article continues) 

“Iron County Miner” (Hurley WI) Friday 5 Sep 1924 p 1 
 
 

 
“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Monday 28 Aug 1933 p 5 
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“Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” Saturday 27 Jul 1935 p 11 

 

 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Thursday 1 Jul 1943 p 3 

 
 

Name:  Clovis John McGeehan 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 17th/Co. E (1938 NTSA, also 508th Engineers) – private (promoted 
to 2nd lieutenant on 3 Aug 1918, returned from war as 1st lieutenant) 
Serial number:  250,575 – but as 2nd & 1 lieutenant, Army officers were not assigned serial numbers 
in WWI 
Entered service from:  Ashland, Ashland WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Clovis J. McGeehan 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. Catherine Mc Geehan, Ashland WI 
Returned from war on:  "General G.W. Goethals" May/Jun 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Clovis J. McGeehan 



24 
 

 

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  no NOK included on this list (1st lt., Co. B, 508th Engrs.)   
World War I draft registration (1917): Familysearch.org indexes as Mc Grehan – as Clovis John 
McGeehan - b. 10 Oct 1888 DePere WI; res: 223 Prentice Ave., Ashland WI. Single. 
Inspector on dock (?), North Western Railway Co., Ashland WI. Medium height & build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 214 E. 3rd St., Ashland WI (1939 NTSA & 1955 
WI Survivors) 
World War II draft registration (1942):  b. 5 Oct 1888 DePere WI; res: 214 E. 3rd St., Ashland WI. 
NOK wife Mary L. McGeehan. Employed US Government - Post Office Department, 
Ashland WI.  Height: 5’9” – 190 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Dec 1917 
Discharged: 3 Aug 1918 – 9 Jul 1919 
Address:  223 Prentice Ave., Ashland WI 
Rank/unit:  private – sergeant 1st class, Co. E, 6th Battalion, 20th Engineers – 1st lieutenant, 17th Co., 
20th Engineers-Co. B, 508th Eng (Col) 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  10 Oct 1888 DePere, Brown WI (WWII draft: 5 Oct 1888)  
Died: 28 Jun 1961 Ashland, Ashland Co. WI    
Find A Grave record: 134797721 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Ashland, Ashland WI 
Cemetery:  St. Agnes Catholic 
Tombstone:  veteran flat: Wisconsin 1st Lt Corps of Engineers WWI 
 
Father:  John J. McGeehan Jr., 4 Apr 1853 Guelph, Wellington, Ontario, Canada – 21 Jun 1909 
Ashland, Ashland WI. Son of John J. McGeehan Sr. (b. 1826 Ireland) & Mary Ann/Anne Driscoll (1833 
Canada – 1898 WI).  
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Catherine Martin McGeehan, 25 Mar 1859 Utica, Oneida NY – 22 Sep 1935 Ashland, 
Ashland WI.  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  17 Sep 1884 (according to family in St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church. 
Ancestry.com lists marriage site as Wisconsin, Brown Co. Illinois - ?) 
 
Spouse:  Mary L. Schrank McGeehan, 6 Feb 1891 WI – 13 Feb 1979 Ashland Co. WI. SSN 
393-30-8781. Buried in St. Agnes Catholic Cemetery, Ashland, Ashland WI.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  134798113 and 10785834 
Marriage: ca. 1928 based on daughter’s birthdate 
 
Child: 

• Mary Ann (Marianne) McGeehan Hunt [reverted to McGeehan?], 22 Mar 1929 Ashland, 
Ashland WI – 6 Apr 2013 Ashland, Ashland WI. SSN 387-24-7137. Graduate of Ashland (WI) 
High School (1946). Married 10 May 1958 in Cook Co. IL to William M. Hunt. Buried as 
Marianne McGeehan in St. Agnes Cemetery, Ashland, Ashland WI. F: 148223671 
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Siblings:  Clovis was the 2nd child of those listed. 

• Mary Flora (Florence) McGeehan Brennan Harwood [reverted to McGeehan?], Jun 1885 
DePere, Brown WI – Oct 1954 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI.   Wife of William Michael Brennan, 
son of Bernard Brennan & Mary Murphy, b. 14 May 1859 Cato, Manitowoc WI, whom she 
married 4 Sep 1906 in Ashland, Ashland WI. William was a graduate of the U of WI (1895). 
He had been married 21 years to Florence McGeehan of Ashland WI when he died in 
Poughkeepsie NY on 17 Dec 1927; survived by her & 2 children. “Manitowoc (WI) Herald 
News” Monday 19 Dec 1927 p 2 for his obituary. – Married to Francis Harwood; was listed 
with that surname when her brother Walter died in Sep 1938. However, listed in 1940 
census for Kenosha, Kenosha WI as Mary Brennan, widow. - She is buried as Florence 
McGeehan in Calvary Cemetery & Mausoleum, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F: 186383721 

• Elizabeth M. (“Bessie”) McGeehan Sexton Egan, 16 Jan 1890 DePere, Brown WI [also found 
as High Bridge, Brown WI) – 10 Mar 1988 Ashland, Ashland WI. Married on 23 Jun 1914 in 
Cuyahoga Co. OH to Leo John Sexton (1892-1926). Their daughter Barbara Ann Sexton 
(1923-2005). – Married John Fabian Egan (1886-1949, F: 11037416), the son of Dan Egan, 
sometime after 1942 as he was still married to Estelle C. Egan (1893-1944, F: 11037413) 
when he registered for the WWII draft. – Buried in St. Agnes Cemetery, Ashland, Ashland WI. 
F: 10785767  

• Gean (Jeannie) Martha McGeehan Flagg, 15 Feb 1892 DePere, Brown WI – 17 Dec 1967 
Duluth or Eveleth, St. Louis Co. MN. Twin sister of Jane. Wife of Charles Abner Flagg (1890-
1973, F: 114372414), the son of Abner S. Flagg & Edith M. Coon. In the 1920 census they 
lived in Virginia, St. Louis Co. MN with their 2 daughters: Charles was a public school 
teacher. – Divorced by 25 Jun 1937 when Charles married Mabel Lillian Myrum in Ironwood, 
Gogebic MI. - Buried as Gean McGeehan in St. Agnes Cemetery, Ashland, Ashland WI. F: 
10785777 

• Jane Margaret McGeehan Bohan, 15 Feb 1892 DePere, Brown WI (or High Bridge, Brown 
WI)– 5 Oct 1932 Duluth (or Virginia), St. Louis Co. MN. Twin sister of Gean. Married 3 Feb 
1917 (also found as Aug 1915, but moms.mn.gov gives 1917 date) in Duluth, St. Louis Co. 
MN to Harry Brennan Bohan (1892-1966). Buried as Jane McGeehan in St. Agnes Cemetery, 
Ashland, Ashland WI. F: 10785772 

• John Martin McGeehan, 10 Oct 1893 Highbridge WI – 6 Jul 1941 Union, Ross OH (in 
Veterans Administration Facility of Chillicothe OH). Separated from wife. Bookkeeper. In 
1920 census was single, cannot locate 1930 census, separated in 1940. Not on Find A 
Grave as of 22 Nov 2021. According to OH death record, buried in Ashland WI. 

• Catherine E. McGeehan Hayt, 10 Jan 1896 Ashland, Ashland WI – 17 Mar 1962 Fishkill, 
Dutchess NY. Married 15 Sep 1919 in Newark, Essex NJ to Ralph Augustus Hayt (1877-
1957). She died at her home on Cary Avenue in Fishkill NY. She & Ralph are buried in Fishkill 
Rural Cemetery, Fishkill, Dutchess NY. His Find A Grave 228754833 notes his marriage to 
Catherine. She is not on Find A Grave as of 22 Nov 2021. 

• Geraldine Ann McGeehan, 17 Feb 1898 Ashland, Ashland WI – 25 Sep 1911 Ashland, 
Ashland WI. Not on Find A Grave as of 22 Nov 2021. 

• Walter Jerome McGeehan, 1901 Ashland, Ashland WI – 11 Sep 1938 Delaware City, New 
Castle DE. Public relations & personnel director of Anchor Hocking Glass Corp. While on a 
business trip to a plant, he & 3 other men took a motor launch across the Delaware River for 
dinner. Upon their return to the pier, the 3 others jumped into the bow of the boat, but 
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Walter hit his head on a piling & fell into the water, surfaced twice, then sank & drowned. 
Buried in Ashland WI. 

• Robert Emmett McGeehan, 9 Sep 1904 Ashland, Ashland WI – 10 Apr 1922 Virginia, St. 
Louis Co. MN. Buried in St. Agnes Cemetery, Ashland, Ashland WI. F: 10785774 

 
 
 
Notes: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/166129782/person/122178732393/facts?_phsrc=hFB32995&_phstart=successS
ource 
 
Pre-war: WI birth record lists as John Clovern McGeehan. 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Cincinnati (OH) Enquirer” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 2 – among the survivors: Clovis J. McGeehan, 
Ashland WI 
 
Post-war: 
 
As of Aug 1933, had been Ashland WI city assessor for 11 years. 
 
“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Wednesday 30 Sep 1936 p 4 – Clovis McGeehan of 
Ashland WI was named to the committee of the 10th District of the Democratic Party. 
 
As Ashland WI city assessor, took 5% voluntary pay cut with 10 other Ashland officials Jan 
1940. 
 
Active in Voiture 343, 40 et 8 (1941). “Iron County Miner” (Hurley WI) Friday 23 May 1941 p 
1 – the Tri-County Voiture No. 343, 40 & 8 met at the J.E. Flandrena cottage on Pine Lake. 
Clovis J. McGeehan was named to the cheminot locale & as 1 of 2 delegates to the 40 et 80 
wreck to be held at the district meeting of the American Legion conference at Spooner WI 
on Saturday evening. 
 
Named acting postmaster of Ashland WI in 1941, confirmed in Mar 1942. 
 
In 1942 as Ashland postmaster & draft board chairman, Clovis had Mary Anderson arrested 
for offering him a $200 bride to keep her husband Alvar Anderson out of the military .  
 
“Iron County News” (Hurley WI) Friday 20 Oct 1944 p 1 – the Tri-County 40 and 8 Voiture 
343 met in Ashland WI on Wednesday evening. The 3 counties are Iron, Ashland & Bayfield. 
New officers were elected, among them Clovis McGeehan of Ashland WI are garde de 
porte, succeeding Roy Steves of Ashland WI.  
 
Obituary: 
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Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Ashland, Ashland WI – 223 Prentice Ave. 
John J. McGeehan, 47 Canada, Apr 1853, parents b. Canada, emigrated 1876, in US for 24 years, 
naturalized, married 16 years, farmer 
Catherine, 41 NY, Mar 1859, parents b. Ireland, gave birth to 8 children, 8 are living 
Florence, 14 WI, Jun 1885, at school 
Clovis, 11 WI, Oct 1888, at school 
Elizabeth, 10 WI, Jan 1890, at school 
Jeannie, 8 WI, Jan 1892, at school 
Jannie, 8 WI, Jan 1892, at school 
John, 5 WI, Oct 1894 
Catherine, 4 WI, Dec 1895 
Geraldine, 2 WI, Jan 1898 
 
1910 Ashland, Ashland WI – 223 Prentice Ave. 
Cathrine McGeehan, 51 NY, widow, parents b. Ireland, married 25 years, gave birth to 10 children, 
10 are living 
Clovis J., 21 WI, single, manager, farm, mother 
Elizabeth, 20 WI, single, teacher 
Janice, 18 WI, single 
Georgie, 18 WI, single 
John M., 16 WI, single 
Kathrine, 14 WI, single 
Geraldine, 12 WI, single 
Walter J., 9 WI, single 
Robert E., 5 WI, single 
[for the children, father b. Canada, mother b. NY] 
 
1920 Ashland, Ashland WI – 223 Prentice Ave. 
Katherine McGeehan, 61 NY, widow, father b. NY, mother b. Ireland 
Clovis, 31 WI, single, father b. Canada, mother b. NY, salesman, real estate 
John, 26 WI, single, father b. Canada, mother b. NY, scaler, lumber company 
Robert, 16 WI, single, father b. Canada, mother b. NY 
& lodger Albert Tigerson, 84 Norway, parents b. Norway, emigrated 1859, naturalized in 1877 
 
1930 Ashland, Ashland WI – 223 Prentice Ave. 
Catherine McGeehan, 71 NY, widow, parents b. Irish Free State 
Elizabeth Sexton, 40 WI, widow, father b. Canada, mother b. NY [indexed as Senton] [daughter] 
Barbara Sexton, 6 WI, father b. IL, mother b. WI [granddaughter] 
Clovis J. McGeehan, 41 WI, married, father b. Canada, mother b. NY, age 37 at 1st marriage, 
assessor, city property, WWI veteran [son] 
Mary McGeehan, 38 WI, married, parents b. WI, age 35 at 1st marriage [daughter-in-law] 
Mary A., 1 WI, parents b. WI [granddaughter] 
 
1940 Ashland, Ashland WI – 214 – 3rd St. E. – same house in 1935 
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Clovis McGeehan, 51 WI, tax assessor, city employ 
Mary A., 48 WI 
Mary Ann, 11 WI 
& 2 lodgers 
 


