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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

******************** 
 
 
 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

McElroy, James Joseph Aloysius 
1895 NY – 1946 NY 

  

 
“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Friday 1 Mar 1918 p 19 

 

NY, WWI military record - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_03

87-
00448?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB32855&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=4

57929  
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-B95V-
N?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7B96-J32M 
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=61778&h=810261&tid=&pid=&queryId=d8bee93c966b0104a294

508d6344ccd1&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB32809&_phstart=successSource 
 

Wife: 
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?dbid=61778&h=2251101&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=617

78  
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10643440:60901 

 
Father: 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10643440:60901


9 
 

 
Obituary of father John McElroy – “Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Monday 30 Mar 1914 p 2 

 

 
Estate of John McElroy – “Brooklyn Times Union” Monday 6 Apr 1914 p 20 

 
Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Mary E. Lober McElroy, d. 15 Sep 1957 – “Newday (Nassau Edition” 

(Hempstead NY) Wednesday 18 Sep 1957 p 99



11 
 

 
“Brooklyn Times Union” Saturday 16 Apr 1927 p 15 
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Death of maternal grandfather Nicholas Lober, d. 16 Jun 1907 – “Brooklyn Times Union” 

Tuesday 18 Jun 1907 p 2 
 

Siblings: 
 

 
WWII draft card of brother John R. McElroy - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/NY-2370185-
1227?treeid=21428702&personid=1081977422&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB32835&_phstar

t=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1308842 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/NY-2370185-1227?treeid=21428702&personid=1081977422&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB32835&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1308842
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/NY-2370185-1227?treeid=21428702&personid=1081977422&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB32835&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1308842
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/NY-2370185-1227?treeid=21428702&personid=1081977422&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB32835&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1308842
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Obituary of brother John R. McElroy, d. 24 Feb 1957 – “Newsday (Suffolk Edition” (Melville 

NY) Tuesday 26 Feb 1957 p 43 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/717070895/?article=5c25a935-700c-4300-a000-

2018f4377e42&focus=0.7742291,0.3378376,0.9624663,0.3917986&xid=3355  
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/717070895/?article=5c25a935-700c-4300-a000-2018f4377e42&focus=0.7742291,0.3378376,0.9624663,0.3917986&xid=3355
https://www.newspapers.com/image/717070895/?article=5c25a935-700c-4300-a000-2018f4377e42&focus=0.7742291,0.3378376,0.9624663,0.3917986&xid=3355
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WWI draft card of brother Austin Francis McElroy - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005262824_00553?use
PUB=true&_phsrc=hFB32842&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=16629713  

Name:  James Joseph Aloysius McElroy 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania: 213th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,187 
Entered service from:  Brooklyn NY 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  James A. McElroy 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. Mary E. McElroy, 125 Java St., Brooklyn NY 
Returned from war on:  "Louisiana" Jun 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: James A. McElroy 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005262824_00553?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB32842&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=16629713
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005262824_00553?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB32842&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=16629713
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Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Mary E. Mc Elroy, 125 Java St., Brooklyn NY 
(pvt, 1102 Aero Repl Sq)   
World War I draft registration (1917): as James A. McElroy, signed James Joseph A. McElroy - b. 
25 Sep 1895 Brooklyn NY; res: 125 Java St,, Brooklyn, NY . Single. Undertaker's assistant for 
John McElroy Est., 949 Manhattan Ave., Brooklyn NY. Short, with medium build. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as James A. McElroy - b. 25 Sep 1895 Brooklyn NY; res: 
47-52 - 44th St., Woodside, Queens NY. NOK mother Mrs. Mary E. McElroy, 125 Java St., 
Brooklyn NY. Employee of NYC Dept. of Public Works, Municipal Building, City of NY. 
Height: 5’3” – 120 lbs.    
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as James Alliosious McElroy 
Enlisted: 5 Dec 1917 
Discharged: 6 Jul 1919 
Address:  125 Java St., Brooklyn NY 
Rank/unit:  private, 2 B&S Det Demob Grp 125 
 
NY, WWI military record: 
James A. McElroy, serial 250187, resident of 125 Hava [sic/Java] St., Brooklyn NY. Enlisted in Army 
at Mineola, Long Island NY on 5 Dec 1917 at age 22 years 3 months. Born Brooklyn NY. In 213th Aero 
Squadron to 25 Aug 1918 – in 1102nd Aero Replacement Squadron to discharge. Rank: private. 
Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 30 Jun 1919. Discharged 6 Jul 1919. 0% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 25 Sep 1895 Brooklyn NY (NY City Births: 28 Sep 1897 Brooklyn NY to John J. McElroy, 
39, b. Ireland & Mary E. Lober McElroy, 34, b. MA)  
Died: 21 Aug 1946 Bronx, NY, NY (NY City Municipal Deaths) (died at the Veterans 
Administration Hospital, Bronx, NYC, NY. 
Find A Grave record:  
Burial location:  Woodside, Queens NY 
Cemetery:  Calvary 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  John J. McElroy, 1860 Ireland – 1914. Son of James McElroy (1834-1902). Undertaker; can 
be found several times in online records arranging funerals from his Manhattan Ave. 
address in Brooklyn NY. – “Brooklyn Daily Eagale” Monday 2 Jul 1900 p 2 – NY Mayor 
[Robert A.] Van Wyck made appointments to the Brooklyn Borough School Board/Board of 
Education, including John McElroy, undertaker, of 125 Java St. - Died at his home at 125 
Java St., Brooklyn NY after attempting to stop a runaway team attached to a cab, which had 
bolted from in front of his undertaking establishment at 949 Manhattan Avenue. He tried to 
grab the bridle & stumbled, falling under the wheels. Buried in Calvary Cemetery, 
Woodside, Queens NY. 
Find A Grave:  155883740 
 
Mother: Mary E. Lober McElroy, Apr 1865 MA – 15 Sep 1957 NY. Daughter of Nicolas Loper, born in 
France, who died at his daughter Mary Lober McElroy’s home on 16 Jun 1907 at 125 Java St., 
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Brooklyn NY & was buried in Calvary Cemetery. Resident of 48 Fox Blvd., Massapequa, Long Island 
NY at the time of her death. Died at age 92. Buried in Calvary Cemetery, Woodside, Queens NY.  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage: 1889  
 
Spouse: Ellen (“Nellie”) Yenkowsky/Young McElroy, 23 May 1897 England - 3 Mar 1939 Kings Co. 
NY. Daughter of Anthony Yenkowski & Agnes Kurauskus, both born in Lithuania. Listed as wife on 
his NYC Municipal Death record. Died of breast cancer. Buried in Calvary Cemetery, Woodside, 
Queens NY.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 22 Jul 1937 Queens NY. James listed himself as single in the 1930 census & widowed in 
1940. James & Ellen were married less than 2 years when she died.  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  James was the 3rd child of those listed. An additional sibling died before the 1900 census.  

• Irene McElroy, 29 Jan 1893 NY (1900 census: Jun 1893) – 24 Jan 1988. SSN 493-42-1998. 
• John R. McElroy, 25 Jun 1892 (also found as 25 Jun 1893 – is 25 Jun 1895 on his WWI draft 

card in 1917) Brooklyn, Kings NY – 24 Feb 1957 Massapequa, Long Island NY.  According to 
1900 census, born Mar 1895. On his WWII (1942) draft registration, he lived at 125 Java St., 
Brooklyn NY with his mother, his NOK, Mary E. McElroy. He worked for the Bureau of 
Highways & Sewers (Municipal).  – Resided at Bethpage, Nassau NY at the time of his death. 
Was survived by his mother Mary & siblings Irene & Austin. Buried in Calvary Cemetery, 
Woodside, Queens NY. 

• Austin Francis McElroy, 28 Sep 1897 NY – 29 May 1970 NY. SSN 060-28-9010. On his WWII 
(1942) draft registration, lived with his mother at 125 Java St., Brooklyn NY; bookkeeper. – 
Residence at time of death: Massapequa, Nassau NY. 

 
Notes:  The McElroy family lived in the Greenpoint area of Brooklyn NY. The residence at 125 Java 
Street, built in 1899, is currently (2021) valued at about $2.2 million. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
“Brooklyn Standard Union” 20 Feb 1927 p 1, continued on 18 – “Detectives Bag 32 in Clubhouse 
Raid” – among the 32 men arrested in Greenpoint, Brooklyn NY yesterday afternoon in a raid on the 
15th Assembly District Republican Club, 861 Manhattan Avenue, for betting on horses was James 
McElroy, age 21, of 125 Java St., Brooklyn. Loading the men onto wagons to be taken to jail caused 
a traffic jam. [The undertaking establishment of James’s father John was located at 949 Manhattan 
Avenue.] 
 
Wartime: 
 
“New York Tribune” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 – among the NY men on board: James A. McElroy, private, 
mother Mrs. Mary E. McElroy, 125 Java St., Brooklyn NY 
 
“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 – “Many Homes Amxious” – “It was learned at the 
home of James A. McElroy of 125 Java street that Mrs. M.E. McElroy knew nothing of her son’s fate.” 
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“Brooklyn Times Union” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 2 – “More Tuscania Men Wire Home” – among those 
known for certain to have arrived in Ireland: James A. McElroy of 125 Java St. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Bridge tender at the time of his death. 
  
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Brooklyn, Kings NY – 125 Java St. – these birth months/years do not match with later 
records 
John McElroy, 43 Ireland, May 1860, parents b. Ireland, emigrated 1880, in US for 20 years, 
married 11 years, undertaker 
Mary, 35 MA, Apr 1865, father b. France, mother b. England, gave birth to 5 children, 4 are 
living 
Irene, 6 NY, Jun 1893, at school 
John, 5 NY, May 1895, at school 
Auston, 4 NY, Jan 1896 
James, 2 NY, Apr 1898 
& boarder Michael Lober, 41 France, Mar 1859  
 
1910 Brooklyn, Kings NY – 125 Java St. 
John McElroy, 50 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, in 1st marriage, married 19 years, emigrated 
1861, naturalized, proprietor, undertaker  
Mary, 45 MA, father b. France, mother b. England, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 5 children, 4 
are living 
Irene, 17 NY 
John Jr., 15 NY 
James, 13 NY 
Austin, 12 NY 
 
1925 NY state census – Brooklyn, Kings NY – 125 Java 
Mary E. McElroy, 56 US, undertaker 
Irene, 31 US, undertaker office 
John, 29 US, laboratory work 
James, 27 US, inspector on railroad 
Austin F., 26 US, broker 
[all were US citizens] 
 
1930 Brooklyn, Kings NY – 125 Java St. 
Mary E. McElroy, 64 MA, widow, father b. France, mother b. England 
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Irene, 38 NY, single, attendant, undertaker 
John R., 36 NY, single, laborer, city of NY 
James A., 35 NY, single, store keeper, electric company, WWI veteran 
Austin F., 33 NY, single, insurance broker 
[for the children, father b. Northern Ireland, mother b. MA] 
 
1940 Queens NY – Woodbine St. – both in same place in 1935 
James McElroy, 44 NY, widowed, bridge tender, city of NY  
Anna Hart, 67 NY, widow, housekeeper, domestic    
 
1940 Brooklyn, Kings NY – 125 Java St. – same house in 1935 – his family 
Mary McElroy, 75 MA, widow 
Irene, 47 NY, single, undertaker, private business 
John, 45 NY, assistant foreman, highway department 
Austin F., 42 NY, insurance broker 
 


