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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
   

McDonell, George Alexander 
1894 WI – 1960 WI 
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Obituary spells surname as McDonnell – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Friday 9 Dec 

1960 p 10 
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Obituary with surname spelled correctly – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Thursday 8 Dec 1960 
p 3 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_520306900_038
1-03565?pId=396574  

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-B9L6-
M?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7BHZ-C1MM 
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“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
Wife: 
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Obituary of wife Orpha B. Thomson Olia McDonald – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 
Sunday 24 Feb 1963 p 2 

 
Parents: 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61378/images/TH-1-17963-24660-

32?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1019024 
 

 
Father? “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Thursday 20 Feb 1896 p 3 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61378/images/TH-1-17963-24660-32?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1019024
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61378/images/TH-1-17963-24660-32?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1019024


7 
 

 

 
“Eau Claire (WI) Daily Telegram” Thursday 20 Feb 1896 p 1 

 

 
Funeral of father Allen McDonell/McDonald, attended by his wife’s brother – “Eau Claire 

(WI) Leader-Telegram” Sunday 12 Apr 1896 p 5 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of sister Mary McDonell Cook – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Friday 11 Jan 

1946 p 2 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1437828:2544?tid=106660304&pid=362063277998&queryId=a1951cbd4cc24b72ab
31a03ecdfc3d92&_phsrc=hFB32735&_phstart=successSource  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1437828:2544?tid=106660304&pid=362063277998&queryId=a1951cbd4cc24b72ab31a03ecdfc3d92&_phsrc=hFB32735&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1437828:2544?tid=106660304&pid=362063277998&queryId=a1951cbd4cc24b72ab31a03ecdfc3d92&_phsrc=hFB32735&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1437828:2544?tid=106660304&pid=362063277998&queryId=a1951cbd4cc24b72ab31a03ecdfc3d92&_phsrc=hFB32735&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1161073:2544  

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/M48F-14M  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1161073:2544
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/M48F-14M
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/10380596:60901?tid=106660304&pid=362063275005&queryId=87081593af96660b0
6db3e0fb29ebe4c&_phsrc=hFB32740&_phstart=successSource  

            
 

Name:  George Alexander McDonell 
Name variations: McDonnel – often McDonald  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. A - private 
Serial number:  250,969 
Entered service from:  Augusta, Eau Claire WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  George A. McDonell 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  brother Alleck McDonell, Augusta WI 
Returned from war on:  "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: George A. McDonell 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  brother Alexander McDonell, Augusta WI (PFC, Co. A, 107th 
Supply Train)   
World War I draft registration (1917): as George Alexander McDonell - b. 18 Apr 1893 Ashland WI; 
res: 416 N. Barstow, Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. Single. Automobile mechanic, Taylor Motor 
Car Co., Eau Claire WI. Medium height, stout build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Augusta WI (listed as McDonnell) (1939 NTSA 
& 1955 WI Survivors)  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10380596:60901?tid=106660304&pid=362063275005&queryId=87081593af96660b06db3e0fb29ebe4c&_phsrc=hFB32740&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10380596:60901?tid=106660304&pid=362063275005&queryId=87081593af96660b06db3e0fb29ebe4c&_phsrc=hFB32740&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10380596:60901?tid=106660304&pid=362063275005&queryId=87081593af96660b06db3e0fb29ebe4c&_phsrc=hFB32740&_phstart=successSource
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World War II draft registration (1942):  as George Alexander McDonell - b. 18 Apr 1894 Ashland 
WI; res: Augusta, Eau Claire WI – Unable to locate actual record, only the summary.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: born 18 Apr 1893 
Enlisted: 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged: 29 May 1919 
Address:  Augusta WI 
Rank/unit:  private 1st class, Co. A, 107th Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 18 Apr 1894 Ashland (Ashland or Bayfield counties) WI (WWII draft) - 18 Apr 1893 
(WWI draft) - 18 Apr 1892 (tombstone)  
Died: 6 Dec 1960 Eau Claire, Eau Claire Co. WI   
Find A Grave record: 15410393 - presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Osseo, Trempealeau WI 
Cemetery:  Osseo 
Tombstone:  veteran flat: Wisconsin PFC US Army WWI 
 
Father:  Allen (Allan) McDonnel, ca. 1828 Glengarry, Ontario Canada - Apr 1896 WI. Died at age 69 
years, 7 months, 6 days. Buried in St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. 
Find A Grave:  134701326 
 
Mother: Julia M. Kennedy McDonell/McDonald, 3 Oct 1837 Scotland – 3 Jul 1924 Eau Claire, Eau 
Claire WI. Daughter of Alexander Kennedy & Christina McDonald. Buried in St. Patrick’s Cemetery, 
Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. 
Find A Grave:  134701730 
Parents’ marriage:  21 Jun 1869 Cuyahoga Co. OH 
 
Spouse:  Orpha Belle Thomson Olia McDonnel, 4 Jan 1888 Otter Creek, Eau Claire WI – 22 Feb 1963 
Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. Daughter of Alonzo Delos Thomson & Cora Adell Burgess.  
First married to Peter Elmer Olia (6 Apr 1884 Otter Creek, Eau Claire WI – 20 Apr 1912 Otter Creek, 
Eau Claire WI, the son of Thomas P. & Betsy Olia. The “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Saturday 1 
Feb 1913 p 8 discusses the County Court hearing on claims on the estate of Peter Olia, deceased. 
Peter is buried in Osseo Cemetery, Osseo, Trempealeau WI. His F: 203365097 
Spouse Find A Grave:  15577289 
Marriage: 1924 Fairchild, Eau Claire WI 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Mary Ann McDonnel Cook, 7 Jul 1871 WI – 9 Jan 1946. Wife of Thomas J. Cook (1872-1957, 
F: 134701245). Buried in St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. F: 134701195 

• Catharine Jennette (Johannam in Latin version) McDonnel, 13 Aug 1873 WI – 9 Jun 1927 
Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. Baptized 7 Serp 1873 in St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, Eau 
Claire, Eau Claire WI.  

• Alexander Patrick McDonell, 17 Mar 1875 WI – 1934. “Alex Patricum” (names were 
commonly Latinized in this period for Catholic baptisms) was baptized 18 Apr 1875 in St. 
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Patrick’s Catholic Church, Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. Married in 1920 to Lillian S. Shiel 
(1884-1967). On his WWI draft registration (12 Sep 1918) he was self-employed at a garage 
& farming, with NOK Julia McDonnel [his mother]. Buried in St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Eau 
Claire, Eau Claire WI. F: 134701782 

• Ella/Ellen Mary/Marjore McDonnel, 2 Mar 1877 Otter Creek, Eau Claire WI – 1951. Buried in 
St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. F: 134700664 

 
Notes: Ancestry.com family trees have incorrect parents & also have George’s mother 
simultaneously married to – and having children with – Patrick McGrath while married to & having 
children with Allen McDonnel, whose name appears on the census & on her children’s birth 
records. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Tuesday 1 Jan 1918 p 5 – George Alexander McDonell of 416 N. 
Barstow St. is one of the men whose draft questionnaire will be mailed tomorrow. [Lack of 
communication as he had joined the Army on 15 Jul 1917] 
 
this may be George McDonell or could be misidentifed: "Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram" 
12 Feb 1918 p 1 - no news yet about George McDonald, who lived in Eau Claire 2 years prior 
to enlisting. Employed at Taylor Motor Co., but gave his residence as Augusta WI 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Thursday 28 Feb 1935 p 10 [begins on p 1] – a Last Man’s Club is 
being established by Chippewa Falls WI veterans of war units. One of the veterans from the area is 
George A. McDonell. 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram" 8 Dec 1960 p 3 - age 68, Osseo WI resident for past 39 
years/ Funeral 9 Dec 1960 at Brackett WI, with burial in Osseo. Auto mechanic at Augusta 
WI until he retired in 1958. Survived by wife Orpha, whom he married 1924 in Fairchild WI. 
Military rites at grave by Augusta American Legion. 
  
Social Security number: 393-07-2238 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Otter Creek, Eau Claire WI 
Allan McDonald [sic], 52 Canada, parents b. Canada, farmer 
Julia McDonald, 42 Scotland, parents b. Scotland, keeping house 
Mary McDonald, 8 WI 
Catherine J., 7 WI 
Alexander P., 5 WI 
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Ellen M., 3 WI 
& aunt Mary Kennedy, 72 Scotland, parents b. Scotland 
& mother-in-law Christie Kennedy, 66 Scotland, parents b. Scotland 
& servant John Beem, 24 WI, father b. England, mother b. Russia 
 
1900 Otter Creek, Eau Claire WI 
Alexander McDonell, 25 WI, Mar 1875, single, father b. Canada, mother b. Scotland, farmer 
Mary A. McDonell, 27 WI, Jul 1872, widowed, father b. Canada, mother b. Scotland, gave birth to 4 
children, 4 are living [sister] 
Mary Kennedy, 96 Scotland, Apr 1804, single [great-aunt] 
George McDonell, 8 WI, Apr 1892, father b. Canada, mother b. unknown, at school [boarder – 
Alexander’s brother] 
& 2 servants: 
Robert B. Ellis, 22 WI, father b. NY, mother b. unknown, farm laborer 
Archie R. Cook, 17 WI, father b. NY, mother b. Canada, farm laborer 
 
1905 WI state census – Otter Creek, Eau Claire WI - conducted 1 Jun 1905 
A.P. McDonell, 29 WI, father b. Canada, mother b. Scotland, farmer 
Julia McDonell, 69 Scotland, parents b. Scotland [lodger – i.e. his mother] 
Mary, 30 WI, father b. Canada, mother b. Scotland, housekeeper [sister] 
George, 19 WI, father b. Canada, mother b. Scotland [brother] 
& farm laborer Ivrus Stubbe, 20 Wi 
 
1920 Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI – S. Farwell St. 
George McDonell, 27 WI, parents b. WI, single, mechanic, garage, roomer with: 
Mrs. E.M. Snead, 56 WI, widow, father b. IN, mother b. WI [head of household] 
Mrs. Bertha Morgan, 37 WI, widow, father b. WI, mother b. OH, teacher [daughter] 
Frank Lundburg, 27 Sweden, motion picture operator, theatre [roomer] 
William Toy, 40 US, mechanic, garage [roomer] 
 
1930 Augusta, Eau Claire WI – Perkins St. 
Laura A. Kimball, 57 WI, parents b. NY, widow, telephone operator, telephone office 
Charlotte L. Hudson, 77 NY, parents b. NY, widow [mother] 
George A. McDonell, 36 WI, parents b. WI, single, mechanic, auto garage, WWI veteran [boarder] 
 
1940 Osseo, Trempealeau WI – same house in 1935 
George McDonell, 49 WI, mechanic, garage 
Orpha, 53 WI [wife] 
 


