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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
McDaniel, Amos John 

1889 TX – 1948 TX 

 
  https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/63773373/person/36114389504/media/0d010835-710c-4098-864b-
69257ebf0086  
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Amos John McDaniel & wife Lottie, ca. 1916, shortly after their marriage - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/63773373/person/36114389504/media/1253130a-1661-4819-a3db-

7cf7a79c1829?_phsrc=hFB32401&_phstart=successSource  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/63773373/person/36114389504/media/1253130a-1661-4819-a3db-7cf7a79c1829?_phsrc=hFB32401&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/63773373/person/36114389504/media/1253130a-1661-4819-a3db-7cf7a79c1829?_phsrc=hFB32401&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/63773373/person/36114389504/media/1253130a-1661-4819-a3db-7cf7a79c1829?_phsrc=hFB32401&_phstart=successSource
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Co. E, 6th Battalion, 20th Engineers - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/63773373/person/36114389504/media/b7da0fd1-cc76-499e-9ad2-
c6c445e973cb?_phsrc=hFB32401&_phstart=successSource  

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-BS2Z-
D?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWMG9-YFPZ  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/63773373/person/36114389504/media/b7da0fd1-cc76-499e-9ad2-c6c445e973cb?_phsrc=hFB32401&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/63773373/person/36114389504/media/b7da0fd1-cc76-499e-9ad2-c6c445e973cb?_phsrc=hFB32401&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/63773373/person/36114389504/media/b7da0fd1-cc76-499e-9ad2-c6c445e973cb?_phsrc=hFB32401&_phstart=successSource
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TX, WWI military record: https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9MN-
H9YC-W?i=1281&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-

FQZC  
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/63773373/person/36114389504/media/f52c2da0-87fc-49d6-98b5-
cda635f887a9?_phsrc=hFB32401&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/63773373/person/36114389504/media/f52c2da0-87fc-49d6-98b5-cda635f887a9?_phsrc=hFB32401&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/63773373/person/36114389504/media/f52c2da0-87fc-49d6-98b5-cda635f887a9?_phsrc=hFB32401&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/63773373/person/36114389504/media/f52c2da0-87fc-49d6-98b5-cda635f887a9?_phsrc=hFB32401&_phstart=successSource
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TX death record - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/63773373/person/36114389504/media/40394_b062324-

00191?_phsrc=hFB32401&_phstart=successSource  
 

Prohibition violations: 
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Amos John McDaniel & 1st cousin, Charles Wesley Brice McGill arrested for Prohibition 

violations – “San Antonio Express” Saturday, 4 Oct 1924 p 7 -  
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/51969/images/News-TE-SA_AN_EX-

51969_1924_10_04_0007?pId=484773895 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/51969/images/News-TE-SA_AN_EX-51969_1924_10_04_0007?pId=484773895
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/51969/images/News-TE-SA_AN_EX-51969_1924_10_04_0007?pId=484773895
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“San Antonio (TX) Light” Saturday 17 Jan 1925 p 9 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/51973/images/News-TE-SA_AN_LI.-
1925_01_17-0009?pId=485016585  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/51973/images/News-TE-SA_AN_LI.-1925_01_17-0009?pId=485016585
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/51973/images/News-TE-SA_AN_LI.-1925_01_17-0009?pId=485016585
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“San Antonio (TX) Express” Friday 16 Jun 1925 p 5 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/51969/images/News-TE-SA_AN_EX-
51969_1925_01_16_0005?pId=485015557 

 
Killing of Silas Franklin 1935: 
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“Arizona Republic” (Phoenix AZ) Saturday 16 Nov 1935 p 1 
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“Arizona Daily Star” (Tucson AZ) Saturday 16 Nov 1935 p 2 
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“Arizona Republic” (Phoenix AZ) Thursday 21 Nov 1935 p 11 
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The erroneous subheading has Amos dead as well as Silas Franklin – “Tucson (AZ) Daily 
Citizen” Friday 15 Nov 1935 p 18 - https://www.newspapers.com/clip/61352705/amos-

mcdaniel-held-in-the-shooting/ AND https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/63773373/person/36114389504/media/e6b9c968-3e66-463f-9533-

f7d6fd760695 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/clip/61352705/amos-mcdaniel-held-in-the-shooting/
https://www.newspapers.com/clip/61352705/amos-mcdaniel-held-in-the-shooting/
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/63773373/person/36114389504/media/e6b9c968-3e66-463f-9533-f7d6fd760695
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/63773373/person/36114389504/media/e6b9c968-3e66-463f-9533-f7d6fd760695
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/63773373/person/36114389504/media/e6b9c968-3e66-463f-9533-f7d6fd760695


17 
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“Arizona Daily Star” (Tucson AZ) Sunday 1 Dec 1935 p 2 -   

https://www.newspapers.com/clip/61352450/amos-mcdaniel-cleared-of-murder-
charges/ AND  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/63773373/person/36114389504/media/feffdd02-0e2e-4095-9c2d-

090e6da5c1f8 
 

Father? 

https://www.newspapers.com/clip/61352450/amos-mcdaniel-cleared-of-murder-charges/
https://www.newspapers.com/clip/61352450/amos-mcdaniel-cleared-of-murder-charges/
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/63773373/person/36114389504/media/feffdd02-0e2e-4095-9c2d-090e6da5c1f8
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/63773373/person/36114389504/media/feffdd02-0e2e-4095-9c2d-090e6da5c1f8
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/63773373/person/36114389504/media/feffdd02-0e2e-4095-9c2d-090e6da5c1f8
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“Wise County Messenger” (Decatur TX) Friday 5 Dec 1919 p 7 

 
 
 

Wife #1 Lottie M. Wiley 
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TX death record – Lottie Wiley McDaniel died 29 Jan 1918 of general peritonitis (puerperal) / 
abortion – Amos has sailed on Tuscania 5 days earlier - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_B061833-
00468?pId=30110856 

 

 
TX death record of his WWI next-of-kin, mother-in-law Leona Miller Wiley Gill - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_B061858-
01508?pId=30029825  

 
Wife: Cynthia Lee/Laree Cotter 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_B061833-00468?pId=30110856
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_B061833-00468?pId=30110856
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_B061858-01508?pId=30029825
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_B061858-01508?pId=30029825
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Cynthia Lee Cotter McDaniel Dockery - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/63773373/person/36114389505/media/92bb65fd-1233-4dcc-98c3-
736a31c985aa 

 
Daughter: 
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Barbara Marie McDaniel Mostella Riewerts -  https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/63773373/person/36114390435/media/09efc2c9-f5a7-4bc4-870a-
676bcad5b641 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/63773373/person/36114390435/facts 

 
Son: David Cotter McDaniel 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/63773373/person/36114390435/facts
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Left: “Austin (TX) American” Friday 14 Feb 1969 p 37 – Right: “San Antonio (TX) Express” 

Sunday 16 Feb 1969 p 20 
 

Siblings: 
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AZ death record of brother Thomas McDaniel (1891-1937) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/055_10553020-
02960?pId=229123 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/055_10553020-02960?pId=229123
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/055_10553020-02960?pId=229123
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Is this his sister Mary? “Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Thursday 29 Jan 1970 p 3 

           
 

Name: Amos John McDaniel  
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,574 
Entered service from:  Stockdale, Wilson TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Amos Mc Daniel 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  wife Mrs. Lottie M. Mc Daniel, Stockdale TX 
Returned from war on:  "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Amos Mc Daniel 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother-in-law Mrs. Leona Gill, Stockdale TX (pvt, 17th Co., 
20th Engrs, Forestry)   
World War I draft registration (1917): as Amos McDaniel, b. 30 Mar 1889 Uvalde TX; res: Connor, 
Montgomery TX. Married, with wife & 1 child. Laborer, J.O.H. Bernette, Connor TX. Medium 
height & build. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Amos John McDaniel - b. 30 May 1889 Uvalde TX; res: 
De Leon, Comanche TX. Mailing address: Route 2, Comanche TX. NOK Mrs. Annie 
McDaniel, same address. Unemployed. Height: 6’. Weight: 180 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  9 Sep 1917 
Discharged: 11 Jun 1919 
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Address:  Camp Wood TX 
Rank/unit:  private, 42nd Co., Dem Grp, 6th Battalion, 20th Engineers – Co. D., 360th Infantry, 90th 
Division, 17th Co. 
 
TX, WWI military record: 
Amos McDaniel, serial 250,574. Resident of Conroe, Montgomery TX. Born Uvalde TX. Inducted into 
Army at Conroe TX on 19 Sep 1917 at age 28 years 4 months. In Co. D, 360th Infantry to 15 Nov 1918 
– in Co. E, 20th Engineers until discharge. Rank: private. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 28 May 1919. 
Discharged 11 Jun 1919. 0% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 30 Mar 1889 Uvalde, Uvalde TX  
Died: 12 Mar 1948 Legion, Kerr Co. TX    
Find A Grave record:  3060092 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Kerrville, Kerr TX 
Cemetery:  Kerrville National 
Tombstone:  veteran tombstone: Texas pvt 20 Engrs WWI 
 
Father:  John S. McDaniel, Jan 1854 TX - ? A death date of 25 Jan 1919 in El Paso, El Paso TX is 
disputed on his Ancestry.com family tree. Son of Amos Kendrick McDaniel & Mary Catherine 
Brooks. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Georgia Ann (Jodie/Joe) Stidham Leakey Fairbanks McDaniel , Jun 1860 Nashville, Milam TX 
– died before 1910. Daughter of John Benjamin (Bunyon) Stidham (1828-1908, F: 79767444) & Jane 
(Jennie) Hobbs (1830-1908, F: 79767157). 
Married 9 Aug 1876 in Kerr Co. TX to James Leakey. 
Married 5 Mar 1878 in Bell Co. TX to R.J. Fairbanks. 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  30 Aug 1883 Frio Co. TX 
 
Spouse:  Lottie M. Wiley McDaniel, 19 Oct 1892 Wilson Co. TX – 29 Jan 1918 Stockdale, Wilson TX.  
Tombstone inscribed with death date of 26 Feb 1918. Daughter of Francis Eugene Wiley (1868-
1911, F: 80074527) & Leona Algerone (“Millie”) Miller Wiley Gill (1874-1919). Her daughter Barbara 
(Tommie) McDaniel was born in 1916.  Died from general peritonitis (puerperal) / abortion. (This is 
not differentiated as to a “criminal” abortion or a naturally occurring abortion of a fetus.) An infant 
boy was born/died circa 11 Jan 1918 in Wilson Co. TX. Buried in Stockdale Cemetery, Stockdale, 
Wilson TX.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  83042654 
Marriage: 1 Jan 1913 in Guadalupe Co. TX (also found as ca. 1914 in Stockdale, Wilson TX) 
 
Spouse:  Cynthia Lee/Laree (“Dood”) Cotter McDaniel Dockery, 21 Jan 1906 Wilson Co. TX – 16 Feb 
1985 San Antonio, Bexar TX.  
Their son was David Oliver Cotter McDaniel (1923-1969), who was raised by his maternal 
grandparents. During his high school years, he used the surname Cotter. 
Married to James Willis Dockery (1903-1991, F: 96018059). Their son James was born 13 Oct 1929. 
Buried in Mission Burial Park South, San Antonio, Bexar TX with James Dockery. 
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Spouse Find A Grave:  96018128 
Marriage: ca. 1922 Stockdale, Wilson TX. Divorced ca. 1924 in Stockdale, Wilson TX. 
 
 
? Spouse: Annie --- McDaniel. Listed as his 1942 WWII NOK at his address. But in 1940, listed as 
divorced. Ancestry.com family tree says a marriage record was not located, nor the presence of an 
Annie McDaniel in Comanche TX during this time period. Amos is listed as a widower on his 1948 TX 
death record. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
? Spouse: Elizabeth Helen (“Lizzie”) Cotter McDaniel? Hardin, b. 1887, claimed as a spouse on his 
Ancestry.com family tree. With a son, Roy Lee Cotter (1921-1999, F: 97997917). This does not 
seem accurate. Wife of Ernest H. Harding. Also had son John (Joe) Cotter (1915-1942).  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: by 1st wife Lottie M. Wiley 

• Barbara Marie (“Tommie”) McDaniel Mostella Riewerts, 31 Oct 1916 Wilson Co. TX – 24 Jun 
1983 San Antonio, Bexar TX. Married ca. 1934 to Archie Powell Mostella (1911-1948, F: 
102134151). They were separated by 13 Jun 1944 & divorced by 28 Dec 1946. – Married 
Erroll Singmaster Riewerts (1917-2008, F: 55703689) on 15 Sep 1948 in Fairfax Co. VA. Her 
marriage license (copied above) claims she is the daughter of “H.A. Mostella” [Mostella 
being her 1st husband’s surname], born Brackettville TX & mother “Lorriane West” (her aunt 
Irene West raised her). – Barbara was a staff sergeant in the US Army in WWII. Barbara M. 
Mostella enlisted in the Women’s Air Corps on 16 Jun 1944 at Fort Sam Houston, San 
Antonio TX. - She is buried with Errol in Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery, San Antonio, 
Bexar TX. F: 55703687 

• Infant son McDaniel, born & died ca. 11 Jan 1918 Wilson Co. TX. 
 
Children: by 2nd wife Cynthia Cotter 

• David Oliver Cotter McDaniel, 9 Oct 1923 Wilson Co. TX – 7 Feb 1969 HI. Raised by his 
maternal grandparents; was known in high school as David Cotter. – Served in the US Air 
Force in WWII & Korea. - In the Korean War was awarded the Silver Star, 3 Distinguished 
Flying Crosses, the British Military Cross & 5 Air Medals. After the war was promoted to 
major but was “grounded” when the strep throat he contracted in the war became 
rheumatic heart fever, contributing to the stroke that killed him in 1969. – married to Dr. 
Elizabeth Alice Logan (1923 OH – 2013 TX) who received her B.A. from UCLA, her M.A. from 
the U of IL & her Ph.D. from the U of TX, Austin. She taught at TX State University (then 
Southwest TX State), was director of the graduate school psychology program for 25 years & 
developed the Inferred Self Concept Scale.  – Prior to David’s death, he also earned his 
Ph.D. & taught aerospace management to high-ranking Air Force officers in the Europe & 
East Asia. – Buried in Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery, San Antonio, Bexar TX. F: 
64444752 

 
Siblings:  Amos was the 2nd of 4 living children in 1900. 

• Robert McDaniel, May 1887 TX (in 1900 census) – 
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• Thomas (“Tom”) McDaniel, 12 Sep 1891 Uvalde Co. TX – 17 Jan 1937 Oracle Junction, Pinal 
AZ. Served in WWI in the 340th Field Artillery, 69th Division. A locomotive fireman. Buried 
with tombstone as “Tom McDaniel” in Evergreen Memorial Park, Tucson, Pima AZ. F: 
86385303  

• Mary L. McDaniel Francis (Callison?), Feb 1894 TX (in 1900 census) -    . Married John 
Francis on 1 Jan 1913 in Guadalupe Co. TX, having obtained a license 31 Dec 1912. Linked 
on Ancestry.com to Mary Elizabeth McDaniel Callison, 17 Feb 1894 Hondo, Val Verde TX – 
28 Jun 1970 Gorman, Eastland TX. Her obituary skips over her parentage. Her TX death 
record lists her parents as unknown. - Wife of Adam Rufus Callison (1888-1952, F: 
52290474). He was earlier married to Ella Mae Hibbard (on 24 Mar 1937 in Gillespie Co. TX). 
Buried in Sand Hill Cemetery, Comanche Co. TX. F: 52290511 

 
Notes:   Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/63773373/person/36114389504/facts. Failure to find census & marriage records 
have left gaps in this man’s biography. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Bonham (TX) Daily Favorite” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 2 – “Texas Soldiers on Tuscania” include Amos 
McDaniel of Stockdale TX. 
 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 7 – as yet unaccounted for: in Co. E, 6th 
Battalion, 20th Engineers: Amos McDaniel, Stockdale TX 
 
“Corsicana (TX) Semi-Weekly Light” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 5 – among the Texans on Tuscania 
missing: Amos McDaniel, Stockdale TX. 
 
Post-war: 
 
In 1924 & 1925 Amos is arrested for Prohibition alcoholic beverage violations in San Antonio, Bexar 
TX. 
 
Amos John McDaniel was presented for membership in the Bucky O’Neill Post 541 of the VFW in 
Prescott AZ on 4 Dec 1931. 
 
On 14 Nov 1935 he shoots & kills Silas Franklin, with whom he had been living, in a “gun duel” on 
the Mammoth Highway after they got out of the car they were traveling in & exchanged gunfire. He 
was released because it was deemed self-defense. 
 
In & out of the hospital: 
 
“Arizona Daily Star” (Tucson AZ) Sunday 29 Sep 1935 p 3 – admitted during the past week to the US 
Veterans Hospital: Amos J. McDaniel 
 
“Kerrville (TX) Times” Thursday 23 Jul 1936 p 4 – among the veterans admitted to Legion Hospital 
was Amos J. McDaniel of Stockdale TX. 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/63773373/person/36114389504/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/63773373/person/36114389504/facts
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“Kerrville (TX) Times” Thursday 17 Nov 1936 p 5 – admitted to Legion Hospital: Amos J. McDaniel of 
Aransas Pass TX 
 
“Kerrville (TX) Mountain Sun” Thursday 12 Aug 1937 p 11 – admitted to Legion Hospital was Amos J. 
McDaniel of Comanche TX. 
 
Obituary: 
 
TX deaths: died at the Veterans Administration Hospital in Legion TX of hypertensive cardiovascular 
accident. Capenter.  
  
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 7, Bandera Co. TX 
John S. McDaniel, 46 TX, Jan 1854, parents b. AR, married 16 years, farmer 
Joe, 35 TX, Jan 1865, parents b. GA, gave birth to 6 children, 4 are living 
Robert, 13 TX, May 1887, at school 
Amos J., 11 TX, May 1889, at school 
Thomas, 8 TX, Sep 1891, at school 
Mary L., 6 TX, Feb 1894 
 
1940 Aransas Pass, San Patricio TX – living with his daughter Barbara (Tommie) – Archie & Tommie 
resided in the same place in 1935 
Archie P. Mostello [indexed as Kostello] 28 TX, water treater, Humble Oil Refinery  
Tommie Mostello, 27 TX [wife] 
Amos McDaniel, 51 TX, divorced, resident of Tucon ]sic/Tucson] AZ in 1935 [father-in-law] 
 


